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AGRICULTURAL MEETING AT
" DRAYTON MANOR.

Mr. Woopwarp said that although un.
nccustomed to public speaking, and feel-
ing diffidence in addressing an audience
cunsisting of soma of tha most intelligent
and scientific menthat England canboast
of, he would endeavour to give the meet-
ing the result of his practical experience
of 20 years as an agricullurist. In his
opinion, thorough draining was the foun-
dation of all good busbandvy, without
whicth manures and skill are thrown away.
Some undrained land bad come into his
occupation, heavy land, which only pro-
duced 103 bushels of Wheat per acre;
he immediately drained it 3 feet deep,
sabsoiled it, dressed it with burnt clay,
and the first year obtained from it 51
bushels. He regarded tho extensive burn.
ing of clay land as a most important
practice. It fendered the soil so much
moreé friable and convertible, and enabled
the farmer to work it with mnch less
horse labour. The ¢ffects of burnt clay
upon all green crops was wondcrful, a
most important fact which could not be
too strongly impressed upon the mind, as
béing very esseatial to the growth of corn
-especially when consumed upon the land
‘by sheep, eating at the same time a little
oil-cake orrefuse carn. He had not, how-
ever, found advantage in the use of Ita-
lian Rye-grass, which he thought unde-
serving the praise it had received. ‘The
-treading of sheep was highly advantage-
ous to the Wheat crop, provided the land
was thoroughly drained and subsoiled.
In order to secure the requisite amonnt
of pressure, he had not only employed
sheep but horses, or even men, who he
found could tread down land for 1s. 6d.
enacre. He had also found advantage,
under some circumstances, in the use of
an instrument which he called a peg rol-
ler. This was formed of an clm-wool
cylinder, studded with oak pegs about 4
inches apart; it proved to be a most ef-
fectual implement when drawn over the
land, imitating nsit did the consolidating

power cxercised by the feet of a flock of |

sheep, He regarded pressing down the
land ‘asopposing an invincible obstacle to
the operations of grubs and wireworms.

cheap and most valuuble modern inven.
tion. Mr. Woodward then pointed out
what he regarded as the best manuer of
breaking upanferior pustures and con-
verting them into arable; and concluded
a very instructive specch by forcibly
poiating out the ahsolute neccssity of
sending back to the land whatever is re-
mnoved by a crop, and hy expressing his
entire agreement in opinion with Mr.
Woolwich Wintmore, Mr. Huxtable, and
others, that farming properly and eff-
ciently carried out, with capital and skill,
may be made as profituble an investment
as railwavs or other branches of com-
merce. Being asked whether he held
his land on lease, Mr.-Woodward replied
that he did.  Buteven if he had not, he,
nevertheless, was of epinion that the ex-
pense he incarced in the improvement of
hisland would have answered his purpose,
for his improved wheat crop repaid thase
expenses immeditelv.  As to leases, he
attached little importance to them, pro-
vided there existed something like tenant
right, which would by law cnsure to the
outgoing tenant the whole unexhausted
value of the improvements ho had made ;
whether this was to be paid by landlord
or in.coming tenant, was, he thought, of
ro importance. He trusted that the le-
gislature would sec the necessitv of pass.
ing some enactment that would secaro
this right ¢ otherwise it was not to be ex-
pcaited that tenants would cxpend their
capital on land. Mr. Woondward having
expressed a desire that Mr. Mechi would
bring under the notice of the meeting the
result of his high farming in Essex,

Mr. MEecuiresponded to the call.  His
practicein agricalture coincided so nearly
with Mr. Wondward’s, that it was only
necessasy to say that he grew alternately
grain and root or legnminous crops, en~
deavouring as mach as possible to grow
| wheat alternate years. He bad origi-
| nally drained his lund 2 feet 8 inches
| deep, with pipes and stones, at a consi.
derable expense; but since he had had
the good fortune to neet with Mr. Parkes,
he had amiended hiserrers, and wasdrain.
ing more deeply and effectually with
i pipes alone at one-third the cost. He
rented some land adjoining his own ; al.
though he heid but a seven years’ lease,

Asto dead fallows, he entircly objected y he drained it five fect deep with one inch

‘to them'as wasteful and useless.  Oa his |
-clay land, when in turn for fallow, he
‘planted Vetches, and on his gravel, Rye
“and Rycand Vetches. For cleaning his
stabbles after barvest, he employed the
implement called a two-edged * Skim,” |
“which he *strongly recommended as a,

pipes, at a cost of from §5s. to 50s. per
acre. He conld not afford 16 deprive him.
self of the benefit of drainage. He found
it very unprofitable to farm such- land
undrained. Tihe very first wheat crop
remunerated him for the whole cost.—
The result of his improvements at Tip~

trce had beon to double the produce of
hig farm and of his labour. A portion

of it was formerly a swamp, not preducing

bs. per acre, kle had becn ontreated

this year by a gardener in the neighbour.
hood to let those 4 acres to him, at an

annual rontal of £5 per acre. He had

removed 34 nules of unnecossary banks

and fences. ‘Faking the arable acroags

of the United Kingdon, be thought they

might safely dispense with 500,000 miles
of unnecessary fencing, which with its

timber displaced much food and labour,

He considered the agriculture of this
country in a very backward and unsatis-

factory state compared with its manu.
facturcs. ‘Tho agricultural mechanical

appliances were rude, costly, and unpros
fitable. ‘T'he farm buildings generally

were bad and uncentrically placed, caus.
ing a national loss of some millions;

each ton of produce or manure costing an
averago carriage of Gd. per mile, renders
the position of the building an important
aational considzration. Waggons were
a most unphilosophieat contrivance. 1t
was quite clear that a long, light, low
cart on two wheels, having an area of
cap:{city cgnal to & waggon, and only
costing balt’ as rwuch, was a much moro
seusible and proritable mode of convey-
ance. The guestion was not now an
open one, having been thoroughly d's.
cussed and decided upon at the Loudon
Farmers’ Club; therefore the svoner the
waggons were got rid of the better.—
With regard to the qiantity of seed, his
experiments (corducted now for three
years and publicly rocorded), had uni.
formly been in favour of thin sowing, say
ifrom 4 to 5 pecks of wheatand 6 to 7
pecks of barley and oats. Some of the
best farmers in his neighbourhoadadopted
this system successfully. It was highly
important in a national point of view
that this question should be settled ; for
if the guantities ho had named were avaii-
able, adieuat onze to the neééssity for
forcign imports. It appeared to be ads
mitted on all hands that if a bushel of
wheat vegetated, it was an ample secd.
ing; dnd it was reasontdle that it should
be so;because if each'good kerncl pro~
ducdd only one car containing 45 ker-
nels (and that was not a large one), there
was no allowance for increaso by hranch-
ing or tillefing, which wé knpw would
take place to a considerable extent in weil
farmed land, contaiding an abéndance
of organic'mattes, Thin sowing delayed
the ripening three or four days ; consoli-
dation by pressure prevented the develop-
ment and action of wireworm and slug.



