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Ordinance.  If it were uot 2 matter of Aposiolical injurc-
tion, it was | cdoubt not, a deep and wis¢ instinct of the
Church, which so carly asco faled this great mystery,
which the mithful Christiun communes so specially with
his Risen and Ascended Saviour, with the first Seivices of
the Loid's Day, that he may give to it the freshness of his
spirits and tle stillness of his svul before it has been
wearied, worn, and soiled by the ltoils, and anxicties, and
carthly dust from which, even on the day of rest, he can-
not keep himself altogether free. At present the influence
of this spirit is sttong amongst us.  Who that has dwelt in
the bosom of a religious family does not know that a far
moré than the ordinary measure of thoughtfulness and de.
votion pervades the whole circle before partaking of that
Holy Sacrament?  Who can cstimate the blessed effect of
such a tone of feeling, both as to the immediate result of
the devout partaking of that Holy Ordmance, aud indi.
rectly on the maintenance of a high standard of Christian
doctrive concerning it 2 But all this must pass surely away
if cvening Celebrations become common. They must
come to share in the normal character of the lutter Services
of the Sunday, which as compared with the carliest, all
observant men amongst us would, I believe, admit to be
marked by drowsiness in the afternoon, and in the evening
cither by weariness or excitement. How great might be
the effect-upon the next generation, when these influences
would have had full time to work out their results, it would,
1 believe, be very difficult to estimate.

Nor-can I admit that late Communions are the only or
even (hc bcsl mode of meeting the difticulties which they
suék-to 1ediev.. | I can say, from the experience of laige
parishes, that lhc attendance of the class who aretoso great
a degree excluded by our social habits from the mid-day
Service, may be szcured at Celebrations cither in the carly
morning or at some hour of the forenoon ; whilst the self-
denial which this requires is most wholesome, both in brac
ing up the souls of those who come, and in bringing to
bear on those who will not make the effort exactly that
amount of self-executing discipline which heir case re-
qums Even if there were not the insuperable objections
10 hu. Commumons which I have detailed above, I thiak
that this fast suggestion ought, for practical men, to settle
the question.  Evervone allaws that the carly Communions
are the best.  Experience, 1 am assused, shows that where
evening Communionshave unhappily been tried, they do not,
in the long run, largely increase the whole number who at-
tend. If then, which all admit, the ecarlier is the better
hour, nothing short of our being able to declare that there
is no earlier time which we could give to such a Service
could justify our resorting, cven if it were lawful, to the less
profitable hour. Yet who can say that with some self-
denial e could not find or make the time for an carly
Celebration.  In this Diocese; I rejoice to say, this custom
has not spread. Some of you have consulted me upon
the subject, and have been coment to be guided by my
counscl.

THE WESTERN CHURCHMAN,

MR. H. SWINFORD.

The news of the death of Mr. ‘H. Swinford while not
unexpected will caunse very deep regret among a wide
circle of friends and acquaintances both in this country and

in castern Canada. Death occurred early Sunday morn.

ing, August 21st, from stomach troubles, from which-the
deceased had been an acute but patientsufferer for. many
years.

Mr. Swinford was born in Kent, England, in July 1823,
angd was consequently seventy-five years of age at the time
of his death.  After being trained for military life, which
he finally decided to give up, he resided in- London for
some yearsantd came to Canada in 1857 and located. at
Hawmilton, where he occupied a position on the staff of the

Great Western Railway.  After being for a considerable

time at this the confinement of the office. proved prejudicial
to his health, and to recuperate he went into farming near
Guelph, taking up his residence in Guelph when his health

was restoted.  1i: 1880 he removed to this country where,

his sons had preceded him, and for a number of years past
has been a valued member of the staff of the Land Titles
office. He was of a modest and retiring disposition,
methodical in his habits, and always exhibited that thought-
fulness for others which is one of the characteristic marks
of a Christian gentleman. In religiouslife he was a staunch
Churchman of the evangelical school. His early inténtion
to enter military life, and the fact that a number of his im-
mzdiate relatives have been engaged in defending the
British Crown, made him intensely Joyal, and at his request
his coffin was covered in addition to many floral offerings:
by the red ensign which he loved-so well. Mr. Swinford
leaves a widow and four grown up children to revere his
memory ;. had he lived but a short time longer he .would
have celebrated his golden wedding with one who has
proved a most true help meet in all these yeurs.  The sons
are Hethert H., General Agent -of the Northern Pacific
Railway; Winnipeg, and Sidney, Indian Agent at Cutawa
reserve, north of Qu'Appelle. The daughters are Mrs.
‘Marsh and Mrs. Fraser, both of-Regina. A third son,
Licut. Swinford, was killed in the rebellion of 1885, and i3
buried at St. Johns,



