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PRAYER

White the quertion of prayer is
utider diseurston, we wish to ndd
A wond or Lo wore o the sub.
et Fieat, soma  Christlana
write about  prayer as though §t
war & positive ordinanie to he
obeyed ax the sommand to le
baptized or to observe the Tond™
eapper. It fanopa panitave or
dlrance.  Wo do not ree how a
mdn can pray simply azobedience
tolaw, DPrayer is the desires of
the ieatt, expressed in words
Wo cab exiess the desita that 1n
fas thie hieart fn obedienca to com:
mand, but the heart caninot dosine
6t the behest of s command:
Tho heatt must Le moulded by
the Influonce of divine truth,
and made to appredato the
power, gooluess, mory of Uod,
and the sinfulness, weakners and
insuffcdney of humanity, then
itedesire i that God would lical
$ts Minfolness, help ftx weakness,
its helpleesness, and supply ite
weufficianey. The  loart that
realizes the condition of hmanity
and the mighty power am tender
love of God to nuan, will pray.
It must' pray. The Seriptures
regulate rether than command
prayer. They tell how to pry
that the prayes tusy ho plensing
to the Father and escura his
blessing. The Scriptures never
tell man not to pray. They warn
him that prayers offered it cer
tain conditions or states ase dis-
pleasing to {lio Fathér, “This s
done not to cause tho {ndividual
to0 cears to pry, but to load kim
to change tne conditions that
make the prayer offerive Lo Gel,
that it may beaceepted hy-hum,

The conditions of acceptalle
prayer nfe given that men’ in his
sonsclous weakness and helpless
sless, may in sceking help from

jod, so change his conditions
that the prayer will b heard and
abswered.

The readinees of God 10 livar
ptayer, his willingness to bestow
blessings in answer to prayer is
glven, to lead man to sock that
frime of mind and those relations
to God that ate well pleatingto
Gbd and so secure his blessing and
fivor. A sense of weakness,a
disiro of help and atrangth, 13 a8
natural to the soul ss huuger isto
che body. A soul can no more
dite apiritnal food in obedi

meereyo meTEsT -~

'
Ny n ik of  depetatence upon

purpasea  That lofty exhibition

'bu-‘. o falluae o malize howman | of his love §s tha guft of Mis Son,
weahtiens, helplassness and sinfuls 1 4 Qo »o Joved the wotld that he

e, A et tuous self
relimee and zelt sufficieney keep
men fram the merey sert of

sights

Atan then onght to ba care:
ful to rectite thoso eorditions ad
sutroundisga that God has indicats
&) nroneedtul for s fasor. He
ought to 8 harmoniza  hia soul
with the law of Gud, that he will
feel continually a keen, sharp,
ungering and thirsting  after
rghteousness, He onght ta bo
cateful that he ask necording ta
the divine will, and for that faed
thiut God his provided which will
make the soul strong and active.

Heought to continually ealtis
vatea fecling o nis uwn weak:
nes, frailty and Lielplesaness—of
God's readiness to help and abun-
dantly Lloes,

Tua word the prerequisite to
acceptable prayoris a full and
affectionate sutrgndor to Gol. A
full sucrender of oar sifections to
the Fatl ez of our spirits. A full
autrender of the affeotions, feel:
ings, purposes of the soul to Le
led by the will of God. When
we do this, ftionds, we cannaot
hely praying to God, we cannot
think of him without coming
Hiyg with the thoughts an earnos
prayer for liig Dlessing, biv help,
it e “gowhr.my -sipplensant.
our weaknew, We can't labor
forhim without bLreathing ints
that lalor a vonstant and an eain
out prayer that hs wmay through us
will and do of his own good
plessure.  Labor that is inepited
by Jove to God will Le a labor
shat 1s wraught frombeginning to
end inand through preyer.

A labor that is not wrought in
prayer to God, is a labor in which
God hins 1o patt, even thoughit
be perforaed in mechanieal obed-
sence and  ousward conformity to
God's law, and in vain, man
Jabors when God labore not with
him. The Divine Mustet prayed
earnestly and persistently for the
gresenco aud help of the Father,
snd be is a sell-sufficiedt, wmechan.
ical formalist who imsgines he
can sorve God without earnest,
faithful prayer to God 1n all that
hiodoes. The heatt that doee

t’%ﬂl positive command, thau the
atomach of a child can hunger for
f80d it obedieuce to a command
of the parcnt. Compliance with
the laws of lifs makes s lcalthy
body, and » liealtny Lody gives a
atomach that craves fuod. A
soul inn hatmony with diviue law
creates n hungering after the hiclp
that Ged suppliex  To wive ex-
preaion to that soul-hunger » d
thustiug s prayer. The parent
directs the chnld how ite  hunger
can be supplied with  fosd that
wilt satfaly the hunger, staengthon
tho body and in due timn cause it
sgain o hunger with a keen,
shiarp appetite for more food,
Gud diree's i child how to
como to him that he wmay find
spiritusd food that matiatiea hang-
eting, incroases his spititual
strength, vigor and  activity and
. canses him to come witha shasp
aphiweal appetite for tmare aud
greter blvssitge

Ll vuly thing that Linders

prayer o u fechng of solf suflicien-
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not inually plead for the
Fathrr’s help aud depend upon
the Futher's strength and bless-
ing, has nover wade the full
affecticnate surrender to God, and
nevds first of olt to make that
sutrender. It hus never vealized
its lust und helpless sonditiou.
—i0te
LOVLL

Graudest wonl eyer cotcelvea
in & heatt, ur uttered by a tongue.
Wonl fraught with deeper mean-
ingg than auy othet wont found
in lounan bograge. Word of
decp impmt in heaven and varthy,
s it sdiall never beoutne ulrolete,
aud never dig, for © Gonl 12 love.”
It reveals the mest benign utiis
bino ofhis nature,  Hligh a« the’
henvens it pre-ente the Jofty ex
hibition of his gractousaess, deep
a8 the exhquatless wines of His

wave his only begotten Son,* the
abwunding nerey of his love
While we wera yet shiners he

prayer, und that  presumptuouss frava his Son to be n propittation,
npea b lwen stnmped by God l“lnml showe that ia glotious pus.
the grateat of ull ains in L% foswes was to *hring us tb God

Wo caniot rcalo thy hieight, fa-
thot the depth, or micusure the
tength and bieadh of this enlef
witubute of the Divine Father
Wonderful word of life.  Love
Its orign found only in fnfinite
goodness,  Kxhibited fully In
purposing nnd diviedng a grand
schieme of redomption, aud offer.
g it fully und freely to efuful,
helpless, rained man,  Gathes to-
gother all {ha expreasions dnd
emotions of the love of all tender
and luving wothers, every south
went of human kinduess the
world over kuew, every feeling of
affection and love ever expisized,
parental, filia), xoclal aud frator-
nal 3 all would fail to exkibit the
loye of God to tan. ¢ Herein
is lovs, not that wo love God,
but that A=loved us, and sent his
son to L & propitiation for our
une”  Surely justice and merey
have met, rightousness and peaco
are jowned togeter.  What won.
derful compassion, amazing pity,
aud  boundloss wercy.  Only
apptonctied by tho love of Jerus
' Who gave himselt for us that
he miyht redeom us from all in
wpeity.” * Who his own “self
bare anr sfus 1 aie own body on
the tree.”  *‘Thongh he was rich,
yet for our sakes e pecuine poot,
that wo through 1e poverty might
be rich” Waa over lovo like
stthe love of Chnst which pase
eth knowledge.”
He left his starry crown
And laid

And warr, and 3LuD, and Died.
What he endured, O who can tall?

save’ our souls from death
hell,
Tholove of Christ, What

lonuth and breadth 1 wlat depth
and hoight!  Look at his avent-
ful life, though attendsd by
priestly hatred, the envy and in-
voctive of deceitful pharisee, and
wssailed on every side by the
enoiny and adversaty of man.
W Heo went ahout doing good.”
1is life was stigmatized as evil,
hie intions declared to be

e b eSS

of The closing hymn have -curc«:\
die}l away, when we liave heyond
Kellrons vale the #ad words of
the Mueter, My soul [y exeends
Ind sorrowful, even tuto doath,
anty up hetoand watch witl tue ¥
The'geat work he came to per
forne for the world f+ upon b,
tho dread oncounter Is near, the
thought of anne asperation from
Gndd In order to rench Joat human.
ity, dead in treopasses and slns,
soparated from God, wring from
his hieart the teriblo agony, He
pould out his soul to God fn
cried and teare. ¢ O my Father
if §t he possible, lot this cup pars
from met  Jf 1t bo porsible (that
nond'ean be redeemed, saved from
vin, ' mneomed frem tha grave,
robed {n ' ightoveness, crowned
witheverlmiting e aud joy, and’
dwelt with thee forever mote)
witheut thie agony, thia sufferivg,
thisawful seporution, lob 1t yikse
fropymie. 1t not, “thy witl be
done® 1 wull drink ite bittaruaea
to the dregh,  And he drinks it.
“ Suabely.he hors out geiofe, &
¢a‘r# syt sutrowa” He wus
woukded 1o buz Emnagrédeidne,
and stulsed Jor one lntq‘xiﬂp. 06
chadlsoment of our 'pekce was
ugolhinm, and by Ule tripes e
uro Jiealed ¥ '

1 Gutlioman:  theu dored
halloWed sft, the depths of
agon and: sorrow folled fu thy
shadows, the heights of anguish
and julferifyg wrapped {u thy nid.

ulyhf shades, onunot Le measy
Uy M e

offaatetless !o\'emdluﬂ'erix.qclots
not here, we imttst witness an-
other, u graater exhibition of love,
“Without the shedding of blood
there is no remission,” Man must
remain forever lost, or the Son of
God must die. The sputless
Lamb must bo slain for us,

At Calvary the grand chuux of
fove isreached. Here is fulness
of love, hera Hoaven's richiest
gift to man, God gives his son o
die, that son % bedient

nd | lustestion and no madnt

Or thoms computa o tlch A
crown.”

e look in amizement, and
wonder, why ail this sithning,
agoug, bleodivg and dying ¢ Why
all this Olvine conipawioh, all
this wondrous loves “Thet who-
twever belioveth on him “mlght
nut perich, but might have gver
Tastiug tife

Jesus has died that 1 ﬁ'lxit lre
Might live to Ood alone

Tu him eternal lifa tecsive
And sit upon his shrond

All this exbibition of Divine
love , that ot siight *“love
him beeruae ha firat loved ws®
that ba might win "ze ‘lrvwm din
andsorror, to holinssaand hagteh.
Lve consists not i worde #nd
proflessions, but it primisss and
deeds.  Earthe highesi évblotios
of love In tiat & men glls- fog-lile
fried.  “ Chariop Jaye hh no
man than this, thal ¢ 18 lay
:qwn his life for i diend, T

saven belongs tha ve
the Baviourts die ‘g‘:ﬁm“
Harth has ne coniparies

of sych love as hes
3 By this the love 3
manifeated to uo, that (lod sent
fortli fili Son, the enly Segstien
§nto the wotl] tkad 4ee it Kve
£ sugh Mut  As Gedomanis
foot i1 the Aenh, Jaeut .ja.love
{mpersonatel, As Tmmasipl he
has biowglt God nagt e w48
the express Tinage of tha Jusher;,
hareveals him o ws  Jn ol the
actavitles of s aveptul e, snd
L (b afbcting st
Bl ugonine Of Lifs death, everyod
is a desd of love for man.  How
uatural then that God should dac
site man { who was crected in the
divine Image) to reciprocate his
love. DBut liow shall weak, fruil,
unworthy mon return a love o
deep nnd full, highi as heaven,
vast as the universe, abounding
far beyond the prectucts of sin.
W Lhis istha love of Cod, that we
keep his comuandivents, and

his commandments are not Lur
1 ”

even unto the death of the crose”
& death of open shame and igno-
miny, s death at the Lands of an
{nfuriated mob who clamor for
his blood, a death where friends
forsake hitm, where no tesr is
shed, no word of sympathy aud

fort 3poken, no acts of kind

wvile, called « wine-bibber, a blas-
phemer, & glutton, n friend of
publicansand sinners, Yet decds
of love and 1wercy ata shown all

vess shown, no hand to sipe
away the bloody sweat of agoniz
ing pain, no arm  outstestched to
cool that fevered throbbing Lrow

dew “He that has my
commandments and Reeps them, he
it is that loves e

Man may uot love as God
loves, Lut he wmay- love as man
can love, this is all God asks, and
whea man loves with all. his
heatt, mind, soul, and stréngth,
he ronders all the yeturn Goc® e
quires, Oshall we not do this,
anything shott of it will- bo but
ingratitude. When wo love God
we love the Children of God,—

along his pathway,  Ho end

toil, fatiguo and hunger, recives
latred, scotn, and ingratitude,
“ deapired and rejected cf men”
“ A man of sorrows and acquaint.
ol with grief.” Helas anout
strotched arm to weak suffering
humanity, in overy pan aud sor
row. and an vye of love and mty
for every trial and grief,  *Tho
Lind recetve their sight, thelawme
walk, the lepere are Leansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are mised up,
and the poor have the Gospel
preached to them.” All manner
of diseases hide trom his presense,
and ain and sortew  flee away.
The dead son it vestored to the
heast bmhen widowed miother.
And e grave yiells up ite vie
ur « gew anin the orphan
asteaaat aall el Bethany  Bat
all ttiese wite ot lomulless love
and power, shiak an view, na
we drew near Gethsemane. The

wisdom and knowlulze it shows

s ubounding taeny, sud dJef
claros bis bliaful o glmmusi

fesst of fullowship and love

ot moisten thots parched lips,
buming with  thirst, which ulter
only words of forgiving love.
That tornand bleeding body, and
thors pierced brow awaken in the
breast of the cruel mob no pity.
no sympathy, nothing but a de.
sire to 1l with decper bittermess
the cup of anguish he is called to
Jrivk, No murmuz is heard
from hit, no words ot bitterncas
nscape those pale quivering lips,
tut in vesponse to the mocking
of the prests, thescorn of Seribes
ana Phatieees, the revilings and
insults of the mblle he pleads,
wFathet forzive them they kuow
not what they do”” While wo
were yet lunera Clnist died for

un® Was crer love hike the,
viow B us he haugs on the
crose,

1 Qee from his hiead, Nis hands,
Liis feet,

Sutrow aud luve g0 wingled dowu,

Dl er sucl fove and satow

thy upjrr on is past, the sboes
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tho brethren,—*“By this we know
that wo love the Children of God,
when we love God aud keep his
1, e lly % ¥ g
his commandments we ceso to
love sin, ceaso to practice sin,
and ceate to be in a state of sin.
flaving purified our suls by
obeying the truth (keeping his
conmands) we :eto love one
unother from a pute heart fervent.
Iy. “A new Iment

n one -m;thor'c ce delight
IAlod hln\mmmoh\. ok

Jove is the golden cliain that
bitide

‘he happy souls sbave
And &np‘n "I? héit of heuven who

nds
His horom ylow witlilove.”

0"

RUCCEAS DEPENDS ON AC-
TION,

N sumlees obip déifte {nfo pert
Hahy ‘g:i tm’ﬁ‘wﬁﬂm
Yor want of propee motion

i °vm .o»i':: “;‘:\; tesie
Nor osn you mount the reunde of
| Witheut o wit, doafrg

?‘h«t gunsalong can't shoek the
X m‘”ﬁ%—mm # Pgo‘wu‘

e vt yout

N

Ml“;“d % and ar

You it 4 ot coniplali at Fate;
Awmm:n.;. .

o For
AH}. gl Jooon, whon ive tog,

. Swooses depends on action {

bt?‘qm'wqa not foe lask
e
; "’:;or it—thats {he Wys-

v:r M;[‘*.‘ - oy ‘."‘:
»
Aud yu,u would bo the owner?
Then up ! anake L about ! yea,fly!
Nor wait somo chance donet !

The wotld {s wide, ard broad, aud

free;
Then cease of gloom to borrow ;
Ariss ] go forth aud you will res
1t's your own self that'a narrow !

And what if you afu’t greator
wise,
But may bo small and poor?
?\Vell.. God don't look vn sense or

rizO
But on the heart-the doet!
Don's wait some action great to

0,
Be little deods your portion ;
You Shore, but gramns of sands,
you know,
Restraine the mighty ocean

'l‘hen'l trust 10 other hands some

s,
And trust to ydurs some more ;
And trust to God your lot tobless,
And pleuty’lt crowd your store !
W. C. Haresr,
Chattanocogs, Tean.
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1f oune waats to enjoy the com.
forts afforded by the, Bible, the
indispensadle condition of secur-
ing the result 19 that he should
bow his lizad and his lLeart to
ane sbeolute wathoiity of the
Bible n all mattein partaining to

givo unto you, that yeloveone
anothur, as Ihave loved you.
that you alo love one another”
U that the day nay soon comwe,
when as Christians we shall love
God sufficiently to keeprall his
commandmunte, then, and only
then, can we love tha Chiklren of
God, aud *If we love one another
God abides in ue, and his lovels
made perfoct fn "
sllow <weet how hosvenly is the
1, b -
Wian
Lot

those  that lne the

gious faith and practi In
no other mood of mind can he re.
coive these comforts or be enti
tled tother,  If he eavils with
the Bible or trifivs with 1t, this
will certainly deattoy its power
to blexs Jus soul,  Its comforts
are for thoze, and fur those only,
who fuplicitly yield to ate an
thorty.

I matteis of love nothing ieso
common to all woman aa the de-
site that auother ahall ot gain
that wineh the berrell refuses—

Alexander Hawtlton,




