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Is lt,"P said the Scotchmnan, and bis voice grew full-toned and
bis eye kindled with inotion, "l's it a new idea which enters the
Divine mind, or is it fromn eternity?"

cOh 1 " said bis doubting, neighibour, I see whcrec you would
lead me-I deeline answering that question."

Reader, have you a nieiglîbour, a good man, whofrmhbto
def'eetive education, or want of fiimiliarity witî Ood's word, ever
indulges in deprcciating reinarks cuncCrnin- the covenant of grace
and the wisdomn, power and love of the Eternal as nîanifiestcd in
God's eleeting love, perlbaps it would do hlmii no harni to ask himt
these four questions?"

Sueh is the anecdote and its accompanying exhortation, and it
is our purpose to make a few retnarks upon its various &utails f'or
the beniefit oIf those who,front habit or défective 'ducation or ivant
Offaiteiliarity ith God's iwo, d, ever i,îdilge iit dcprec ating re-
ntarks conccriting the covenwit (f* yrace and the iwisdotu, poicer,
a nd love of the Etcrnal, as rnau~isted i,& Go 1's electinq love
And we eannot do better than take the questions with thueir ans-
wers as they come to bond.

Question lst.-" Will you tell me then, ia what state man is,
born ?" Ans.-" In a state of sin." We have no partieular
objection to the termis hiere used, fartier thon that tbey are ratier
amibignous, man is boit Il in a state of siia." This inay inean eitlier
that man is bara with sin in hlmn, or simply that lie is born in sin-
fui cireumistances. If the former be the meaning inten ded, thien
ve objeet with ail the moral eniergy we posscss. Whiat is sin ? It
ithe transgression of the law. But every inan does not come

in to tlic world a transgressor of the law. To affirn tîxat lie does
ito brin- a serions charge ogainst lus Creator. Tîxe soul of mari

must comne direct from the plaistie hiand of God, but if that soul
cornes into existence a trainsressor of the law, its Maker must~ be
the Creator of moral evil. But there are thiose who hold tîxot sin
is collecl Up soinewhiere in tlie soul, like the worm la the chirysalis,
in an inactive, undeveloped state. Bit sin is neyer inaetive.-In-
active sin is no sin ; inactive hiate is no bote; inactive lust is no
lust. But suppose we were to admit that sin doqs exist ln the
soul of the new bora infant la the anomnalous state referrcd to, the
question would stili recur, Il Who put it tliere ?" I-le wlîo mode
tlîe soul mnust have deposited therein that gerin of sin ta be de-
veloped la uneceanness, la ail its forms, and to entail niisery and un-


