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selves in a gracious state. But this is no evidence that they enjoy
the favour of God. Any other tragie story of' cruclty and wvroing
infiicted, of sufferings paticntly and licroically cndurcd, wilI proý-
duce a like, if nota greater, cffcct on themnind. God set forth Christ
as a propitiation for sin. To niakeatonement for sin wvas thc ivork
which Jesus came to do and to finish. 1le camne to put away sin
by the sacrifice of himisclf. le suffcrcd the just ini the rooîii of
the unjust that he miglit bring us to God. In his suffcrings and
dcath for sinners, lie lias given sucli an exhibition of God'8
hatrcd to si.d, and of his purity, as that justice is satisflcd and God
well-pleased. This atonienient is the ground of justification. Thiere
is no barrier in tic way of your salvation sixîce Jesus lias dicd for
you, and by dying for you atoned for your sins. This atoncnicnt
Las been made for you. lIn the making of it you inay«sc God's
love and Clirist's grace to your soul. But behold the atoneinent
itstdf as hiaving been mnade for you. lBelieving in Jesus, who atoncd
for yoti, you will se the curse reinove, and pass fromi dcath untu
life. Let your soul say, looking to the Lamnb of God,

"My faith now lays its band
On tlmat dear head of thine,

While decply penitent 1 stand
And here confess my sin.

Believing 1 rejoice
To sec the curse remove;

l'Il praise the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing his dying love."

We may shew, stili furthcr, how admnirably the dcath of Christ,
as our atoning Saviour, is fittcd, wvhen we, bel ieve thercin , to secure
our justification and acceptance with God. Paul had cvidcntly
great confidence, grounided on the death of Christ for hilm. lIt
was wbat lie saw in the dcath of Christ for hirn, as weIl as in
resurrection, -ascension , exaltation an d in tercession,1 thiat constrained
hlm, in hioly triumph, to exciaini. IlWho shahl lay anytliing, to the
charge of God's eheet ? lIt is God that j ustifieth ?" lus triumph is
founded on the fact that God justifies on the footing of the death
of Christ. And if God bie so wehI-pleased and satisfied with
Christ's dcath, as that lie can justify sinners on the ground of it,
sinners may well bie satisfied with it. Thus there'is pleu teous
redeiuption in Christ. Ilowevcr grcat was tic di.shonour donc to,
the law of God by our sins, it has been far more highlly honoured


