
1EASTh11P-TIDE; Or., Tl-IL O1SI1EI) F JESUS.

BY TRE EDITOII.

INTRODUCTRolY.

I1DWViY in tie lîistory of' the il.,twr tad , usileîîbt «and
solitary gTalldui, tie xnost woii(l-1rtUl thct yet recordcd lu the
aunals of the universe. F'oi- fouir tliusaiid years., the w'oril
hiad 1)001 l. iioiiqioisly? prepariiig foi, i ts ad venit. Su ecessive
empires hiad waxcd and waiied, b)ut oilly to iliake Nay 1*01' the
kjingcoin thiat should iiever endi ; Celqitering ariiies liad swept

onwvard in thieir desolatinig course, buit offly to pivpare the a. fo r
thiat army wliose conquests, thouigl blolshsild be the uuu(>st g îu
worl( l ad ever scen ; prophiets hiad strung the sacred lyre, ai Sung1 ini rapIturlouls
straiîis of the glory thiat wvas yet to bc, bui.t onlv aý, a, Pre1udu to thle sweEinny
anttîciin of the agl,"Glory to God in thle'lbigt, 0n 1 ab )ac

cT0(Jd-Nvill towards mn :"--Tliat fact is the itlîi the wol' idee,
the advenb of '< Goci manifest in the fleshi."

rflat admint, so ar(lenbly desired, so 01ony delayed. camle Il net mith obser-
v'ubti<>n." No amgclic rotinuie throng'ed the chro-hosof the coingm king
no arîncd and emlbatti 'd serapinii stOL)d witi fl;uiuliiuî mWords to guard blis
throîîie. As a hielpless babe hoe shllmbered ili a iauý11(er, while the 01nlY accehîjun
bliat gretd is appearing was the soit losainah of'i itruîel-nesseuigers over
the plains of Bctlilehemii, hieard by watcliing slheplierds iii the silence of the
rnidight hiour. Yet were there circumistances c01nuected wvith bthe birth at

]3tliir vhc a ic to grPave" qucs-'tion in'gCs in lManY hecarts. The
ann<)uncemenb to the Virgin Mohe cneru the e Patc chacter of bbic
Holy Child, the descenb of the prophctic spirit upon MaLry, theaprne of
thc augels to bbce shephierds, wrvith the ainiomiccmient that Sai- a on
the mysterious star thab guiidcd bhe 'vanderings or thu Wise Mon stbe
solughbi for Him Nvhio \vas " borii king of bhe Jewvs,"-,tll bliese inidicatcd Ilia
the b)irbhi of Jesus wvas no ordinary event, and inspired in pionis lîearts a liope
that the Il Consolation of Israel " hiad corne.

This 'birth, wvith its attcndant circurnstaiiccs of dece) humiliation, scarccly
rclievcd by bhe transient flashes of glory, wvas followved by a, life cqually
mlysterious and perplexingr. First, the long and patient wvaitilig ab Nazareth,)
as the reputed son of a humble artizan ; then bbMi bapti-sni ab Jordan with its

sti'tiui ccompantimclnts ; the mysterious Striggle iii btle wilderncss ;te
teaciugi( so wise and pure that rnany said Il WC kncow thlat to r ece
corne from Gxod," Wvhile evenl his enlemlies were consbrained to coiifss-"2 Ncvcr
mnan spakze likze this mnan ;" the deep povcrby so toulcbing('ly portra yd in bis
own words,-«1 Foxes have biols, and thle birds Of the air hlave lests, but the
Son of Mali hath not where to lay his hepadl," conbrasted withl those infinibe


