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for itself £3,000,000 to C4,000,000 sterling yearly by
this mupid extension of the trade, the conseqîlence i$
that they are systeinatically feeuling a vicions and
illegal dcmand iii China. The opium scourge is
oîîe of thc grentcst auitagonists to Cbristianity iii lnat
country, and it. is remarkable that it rose simulta-
neotisly witli modern Christian missions ait the coin-
mTlnceient or the prescrit Century, as if the arcli-
fiend w'ere vigorou-sly counitcrplotting the arrny of
the P>rince of Iloce. Sontie would soften dowîî t1e
evils of this trade by rcprescnting theni as înerely zi
pirallel to thic use of intoxicating drinkls ini Britain,
and tiierefore as wue use £<3u,000,000 of our stimnu-
lants, while tic Cliîluese onl1Y use X6,000,000 o'f
opium, it is by no mnus sucli a bad businîess. But
tivo cntircly opposite inférences îuay hc drawn. Tite
flrst is, tinit opium snmokingr is îot a parallel to wn
drinking. It is considered by the Chineso themnselves.
to be a ruinons vice, andI therefore, if there bo anv
parallel, iL mnust bc betweeni opium smoking ind
dmunkenness. Tite otiier inférence is, that ois the
Chinese as yet constiue only £0,0O0,000, therc is
boite îîat the cvii nîay yet bc clîecked. The trutlî
is, opium is not, as sorte would have il, a national
stimulant; it is an exotic. Tite Clîinese have hiad
their stimulants of ton, wine, and spirits, for .tugliît
ive know, for the last four thousaild years, wherteas
opium smoking is but of sisty yen-.s' gmowth, flnl( is
as yet conîparatively little îsed iii the inland provin-
ces. IL hias cast its deadly influence over the const
provinces of China, and il rests wvitlîflie British
naionl1 to a -%vlethier they wvill incur the guilt of
compicîiîig flie rin of the whole of China, or urge
tho Eaîst India Company 10 soek a more honorable
revenue fron their proliic territories.

*'Tite subject cannot now bo evaded. China is
rushing to poverty and ini, and we, a Christian na-
tibn, are chioaly instrumental in ell'ecting tibis.-
Everywhere Uic mîissioînarics have to inourn the
lîavoc this dc:îdly drng is coîninitting, andi tliey art
tznnted îvith flie inconsistency of tlîis nation bring-
in- witli one band Bibles and ivitlî tic other opium.
Morcover, the constant export of treasure in pay-
ment for the drug bas kept the currency of China ini
astate of chronir disordor for flic last twcnty years,

and thocir social and political systent in the samne con-
ditioni. Iltlias beon saidtlhattUicbestw.vytoinoj*f'
these evils wonld bc to -et thc trade lcga'lizcd, tlin:s
acquiescing iii our deluging China wvitlî the dru-g so
Étiat the British, conscience mayv be savcd in the trans-
action. In the meantime, wve content ourselves witlî
the wretchcd pion fliathe Cliineso must have opium.
thiat, tic Clinesc Govcmnmcnt tire not in carîiest iii
ils prohibitioni, and that if ive do notscnd it to flîcin
otiiers will. Ti*s, lîowcver, is-mcre triffing. Tite
bulk of the Cliincsc nation arc flot opium snîokers as
yet. They look uponi the habit as a vice, and oîîe
'wlich, if kept from tie victini for a fcw years, miglît
ho drced up a flic trouts. It ivas provcd beyond a
doubft tUnit tic Cliincsc Governîiicnit wcro in enrncst
whien in 1839, thîey made fliat noble sacrifice of 20.-
000 clicsts, by Iiurling thcmn aIl mbt the son, and iL is
but the terror of our ns thai, lias since pbralyzed
tliern, and prcveiîted tlîcir taking nny active course
of pirohîibition. N'or, again, unlcss opium 1 z grown
in Chîina itseli, can any otiier nation but ourselves
supply tic dcmand, idtlîouglî, if auîy could, wvbat
sbould, ilînt, signify to us?

«'India lias vast rcsouîrces, if lh-irly dcvlopcd.-
The cultivation of long stnple cotton alonc miglit
prove a mniîe of ivealth. This opium revenue is by
no incans neccssiry to lier existence. 011iflic con-
frary, to tiiose îvho reconzizo a stiperintendiDg Provi-

douce, it mnust ho cvilent that divine retribtition wvili
soonter or later overtake Luis niational violation of
Chiristian dnty.-Yours, &c.,

01A) OîFîî Rm.sîTs il; CîîuNi."

Frit Correspiondentî of the Prestlyîeriai.

1>ALESTI.XE.

flinnv BlAîtRiA!r,
Plains of Sharon, 1855i.

Since ouir resitlence in flie open counîtry, removed
f'ront the near îieigliborlîood of cities or towns, wliere
tie influence of a inixcd and partially civilizcd popu-
lation iuîeîitably resuîlts in varioty and change in
popluthr habits, ire have becoîne pectiliirly intcested
iii flic primitive ilanners and customs of thec native
peisantry. lai mniaîi respects thîir styvlo of living
sens 10 reniain the saine as in the days of flic pa-
triarclis and judges, and of Inter Biblictil tintîes. Tite
structure of sociehy secms 10 have takecn its prescrnt
foin in flic saine simple inannier, in necssity and
Providence. First, the faîlier is the licad and gov-
ernor of a nnîrolis lîousehiold; ifilus flocks itîcrease,
and lis liarvesîs aîîd vintage are abundant, the pocr
in lus vicinity- are cmployed by Mîin, sec], lus favour
and protection, and the imore prosporous join and ini-
terînarry îvitlî bis clîildreu. Thiis faunily association
becomies a trihe, and afterward tlîe most intelligent
anmd popuilar of lus descendants is cliosexi 1. stand
fuhr bis bretlireni iii aIl matters of riglit and -wrong
aniong tlicxnselves, and intercourse witli otlier people.
Thiese hîead or chiief mon are dcnominated Slîicks.-
Agalin, as they increase in ntumbers anid wvcalth, thcy
subdîue their weakoer neiglibors, and add thcin 10 thtir
parLy. Thero is no safety for itîdividuals seporate
from the protection of sncb association. Tlîeir rules
tire varionis, according Ici their importance and situ-
:ion. Tite Shicks have flic rcs1îonsibility of kccping
pezice ii tliç Turkish Govcmniîîent, aîîd collecting
iLs lé.gal taxes froni thecir pîeople. In saine cases scv-
eral petty Shîieks acknoîvledgc tlue sîîpremacy of a
greater. One of these: liead Shicks, ivitli wroin wc
-irc acqnainted, receives annually, as n tax, .1 fce
froin ecdi of lits muen, two motLe of somin <tlîirteen
îîonnds of hoilcd butter), worthi about tvro dollars.-
Anotlior reccives Ilîrce mcasuircs of wlicat (onue aîîd
a lialf bnslels); -tuotlicr-barleyv,ormgr.pes, or asbecp,
-iccording ho the staple produco of bis people and
tlîcir ability.

WVe arc acquaintcd witlî two classes o! the Arabs,
tlie Bedouius and flic Folialîcen. Tite Fellaheen re-
side in villages, in muilîs, or lauits o! mud and stone.
They cultivate tlîo adjacent district, and rais0 most
of tlie grain, olives, grapes, fmgs, and vegetables of
this country. Thcy also go out of thecir villages as
sheplierds, iil tlîcir flocks of slep and goals, and
herds of caitte, ho grna:e througbà the day on unculti-
ratcd, places, aud retumrn for siafty every nig]lît Their
villages are not composed of scattcred divcllings and
gardons as in America, but are bnilt close and com-
pact for security. These villages arc nuimerous on
the inotintains and on te plains, and cadi village
lias ils Sbick. WVc also know two classes of the
hkdomins, tic stationary and the roving. Thcy mc-
Side in tents or black goat's liair cloth. The station-

ar have flocks and hierds, anîd a riglît to certain
lanids from goverinîient. Thicy cnc.uuîp near theso-
lands, anîd soir grain andi ficid-cmops, w.iter-nelonm,
'Lc., but do iîot irrigate, plnit ircr, or vineyardg, or
gardons. Tite roving ledouins do flot cuitivato the
soil ini nny way, but depend for subsistence on reisiDg
canîcîs, luorses, lierds, anmd flocks, and frcqucntly rc-
more tbeir cucanipinents for fresh pasturage anid


