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Letter froin Dr. Geddle.
GEELONG, VICTORIxA,

Jan. 29th, 1872.
Rz.Axi DEAn Sin'-

Thse Dayqpiiu.q arrived nt Mre1boirne on
the flrst day of tise present year, just afier
laie departnre of the lat Engiish ail.
Bir. and Mrs, Inglis came in the Daysprnq
aiso on account of' the licaltis of thse latter.
Mrs. Neilson and two cisildren have like-
wise corne to Anistralia on account of the
health of thse latter, but she liopes soon to
retura.

The state of religion is on the whoe
eucouraging. Amnong a large proportion
of the young peopie there lins been of inte
a more titan usual attention to religin.
Thse influence of a Talsitiasi wio lias been
living logon the island has lied something
to do witli this happy change. la formner
days he was cartiess about religion, but
for more than twvcke mnrths past there lias
heen a complete ceformation in his conduct.
If he should continue steadfnst hizi exaple
wiil do mucli good.

I regret to say that slavery stili exists with
little alteriftioa on most of the islands ef
this greup. It is less vigorous now titan
formnerly, but manch more pecilous. It is
sad to think that tise Britishs flng covers s0
inflimous a traffic. It is to lie hoped tisai
our own governinent may yet awaken tu a
sease of its duty.

You have no doubt heard of thse deatis of
Bishop Paîteson. Hie was killed %vith Mr.
Atkin, one of his missioaaries, on an islaud
te the nocth of the Newv Lebrides gcotnp.
The particiulars of his deails have net yet
reached us. The Bishop appeas-s to have
regarded his denîi sas bv ne mens an im-
probable event. Tise report is that tise
traffle ia natives has been the truc cause of
tlie murders. hI is to bo hoped that the
deaths of the excellent bishep may prove
thse deatht of slavery fa thse Souths Sea
islands, and that otisers may take hoid of'
tise work whece lie lias la;d fi down.

1 remain, dear sir, sincerely ors,

RB.P .MCGREGOR.

The General Assenibly cf the Pres-
byterian Church of Victoria.

The Mfelboitrie Christian JReiew, for
>eember, conîtins a report of thse pro-
oeedings of thse Generai Assembly froin
Nov. 14tli to 22nad. After sermon from thc
retirin.- moderatnw, thse Rev. George MNiaekie
(since dcceascd) wvas chosea moernîor.
Rew. D>r. Macdlonald trave fa the Report of
the Mission to the Neiw 1-lebrides. Like

Dr. Mfacdoad'6 former Reports, it is very
succinct The 11ev. James Cosh haut n-
signeut on accoui of family affliction, and
the resignation wsss aecepteut with mach
regret. One of tise studesuts atteadiag tise
Theolegieni Classes of tise Cisurcl inl Vie.
toia, wvould likely proceed te tise islatids in
thse Dayspriny, ia Marrh. The deiii cranee
of the Assembiy on tho Report uvas.

" Te Assembiy approve of tise Report,
sand give tîscir tisanks te the Comatite,
ndu especlally to tise convener. The
Geacral Assembly reaeivs its expression or
decp initerest in ibis Mission, sand comaseads
it afresis te tise sympathies andi liberality of
tise Cisurcis. Thse Assembiy specially ap.
proves of tise selection of Mr. D. M'Doald
te lie n uissionacy of titis Churcîs in the
New Hebrides group, andi instrscts thse
Presbyiery of Melbournec te taise steps for
license andt ordination ne an early date,
commoadi g"Ir. M'Doaald te thse care of
the Grent .1cad of tise Cistrcis. Tise As.
sembly rejoices ut thse continueti uscfuiacss
of the Dayspring as a mission ship, andt ai
tise abidiag Iiberality of the chuldres of tise
Cisurcli on hec behlf; and leacaing that
Captain Fraser is about to retire froin tise
command of tlie vessel, instruets the Cern-
mi îtee to assure hum of tise high estimation
ia whlch. titis Churct lias alivays lseld his
elinracter ndu labours. Stili farther, tise
Assemisly is deeply imnpresseut ivitli tise feuir-
fui evils andi «vrorsgs which arc perpetrated
amoag the -Soutih Sea Islandis by vessels
wisich are employcd ia kidnapping tise
natives, andi requests tise rnoderator te
memôrialise thse 'Victorian and I lpcriial
<3overnmentà on the subject. Tise Assembiv
adopts the Overtnre fromt thse Presb%'tery et
Geel>ong on the lanienteti deili of *Bisisop
Patteson, and is gratiflet te observe thse
îsannimiîy wvhich pervades thse publie mind
a. te the grent loss hiltseCnitn
Chucch hns sustaiaed throssgl his ticcease,
andt ns te the cruel wrongs iaflicted on the±
Isenthea, te which Itis -isatimelv dcciii can
be directly tsnc.ed. Tlie Asseiably deepiy
sympathises vvîih tise Melanesin Mission,
and witis ail the Missions ia thse Southi
Sens, at thse sufforings asid losses wvhich
Ithey sustain elirongi tise evii influences ex-
erted on the natives of the islnus by mnny
evil-disposcd persons who uascrupulously
wrong the natives; and it implores the
protection of Alniigbîy God on tiseir per-
sons andt workY.

Thse Queen'a Speech on the Slave
Trade.

"Tse slave ts-ade, aad practices scnrrely
tu be distiaguisheci frein slave-îniding, stil
î>ursued in more than one quarter of' tIse
werld, continue te mtraci tise attention ef
my Goversuuent. Ia thse Seuils Seni Islandis
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