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THE CANADA FARMER.

Drc. 1

1}

Seasanabie Hiuts,

The prescut full thus far has bheen unprecedentedly
auspicious for farmers, and it may not be out of place
in reviewing the many advantages it has affurded
them in every way, to undeigo a process of sclf.
examnation, and fd out how far and m what diree
tion these advantages havo been practically utthzed
Perhaps the ardeal can bo conducted with greater

facility by sugiesting & fow of the nany things that |

ought to bo accomplishied, and then asimyg the ques.
tion—** Have I attended to tins ¥

Furst then as to Manure, which is par excellence the
farmer’s loatingeapital, and wathout a proper accumu.
lation ant disbutsement of which s trade would be
comparatively gone  Manure-making should be pro-
secuted with vigor 8o long as the weather 1y at all
favorally, sad tune at all permits, every spare hour
should be occupied 1 collecting muek, pond-anud,
sols, leaves, dat~h-seragnungs, and, in short, all kinds
of arganic dcposits, to bie mired with sul, thrawn in
the hog pen, under cattle, or on the regular manure

Jheap,  And every parhicle already laid np should be
studiously guarded against the actions of sun and rain,
for the efiects of both arc the same.  The one stima-
lates chemical agencies, and a loss of strength is
sustained throngh the quantity and quality of the
gases given off 5 the other weahens the heap by
leaching.

Neat, as to sheds,  Tow are yvour sheds ananged
for sheep and other younz stork * Fach of these
should be at least from twenty in tw.ny four fect
wide, crected on low pacts and apening intoaya=d
on the sunny spde, protected fran shamp winis by
other buildings, or a high fence  The teasts wonly
thus bave au opportunity of talung fiesh mr and
enjoying thanselves Luth in it amd the sanl:, it and
could likewise seek shelter at pleasare.

Cellars under houses, and-all permanentiy con.
structed out-deur pits for root-sturage, should be
thoroughly cleansud, and tinir mtciiors, especially
that of the former, wodl whatewashed to punsiy them
from any foul or nostous gases that may have acen.
mulated from former deposits, and ronder thun more
fitting for the reception and proper preservation of
the new crop.  ‘Fhere is much greater loss from the
neglect of such precautionsas these than most farmers
have any idea of. Too often the pits or cellars are
blamed when they are not to blameat all. It s ther
condition, their filthincss that causes the nuschief,
By way of experiment, or as an illustration of tlus,
Jet any one place, say a can of prescrved plums or
raspberries, in each of tno cellars similar in every
respect, but let the one be properly purified as above,
aud the other remain without any attempt at its
cleansing—and sce which can will preserve longest.

~Next, as to out-burldings m general. Now s the
time to make upon them avy repawrs they may need.
Are shingles loose, or off altogether? Nail them fast,
Are binges broken, door-latches useless, weathers
boards flapping with the wind, gates damaged, &c.,
&¢. Y You will not have a better opportunity to
repair and render them all secure than during the
fine fall. Put it off until winter is upon you, and
what with cattle all housed and requining attendance,
your timo will be too much occupicd to-devote it to
these minor watters.

Before we close this article there is a hiat or two
which might prove serviceable n reference to the
winter-fecding and care of cattle. Sce that your
buildings arc not too cloge, but thorougly ventilated.
The ford too should be acrved out daily four or five
times. ** Ananful work, yousay?” Well undoubtedly
itis, but it pays. Dy feeding as often as thisand
little at a time, cvery portion of the food is consumed
and none wasted.  Conscquently it will go much
farther and do much better service than if you were
to feed Lut twice or thrice with gorges each time.
See aleo that the food is properly vancd. Animals,
like human beings, bave their likes and dislikes. O

[

courso there are certain kinds of food they like much | most of them build houses of timber and long grass,

hetterthan others,  Dut no matter how well any kind
is rclished, a Deast becomes surfeited with it if fed
constantly ; and just as soon as the surfeit ariscs the
appetite is impaired, and the nourishment or fattemng
process is checked,  Food in such a case is a loss.
Vary the feed then and follow the plan stated  Give
often, but hittle ata tine, anid change frequently, and
you may rely on a speedily fattened ammal, For
horses and neat stock place Inmps of rock ealt an ther
mangers, which they can lick to their heart's content
as the system demands it. Clean your stock oceasion.
ally, we mean theirskins, You need notsmile. This
course promotes health and facilitates fatteming. Ex-
perience has proved it, and the force of proof has been
such that the most prominent cattle breeders and
feeders in Lugland have now adopted the process. In
feeding hogs, yon wall sasc conmderably by sprinkling
a uxture of Inne and ashes oceasionally over the
pen flaor, far even pigs, much as they love to wallow
in their awn mito and inhale their own stench, will
improve rapudly under this treatment.

- erem—

More “ Dodging."

Vo recently took occasion to lay before our readers
gomie of the dodyes practised by unscrupulous exhibi.
tors of cattle in the Euglish show ring. It would
appear however that stock men are not the only
transgressors in this respect.  In reading our foreign
v Laugeswe baveoften been struck with theaccounts
given of the immense size and faultless proportionsof
the “specimen roots * exlnbited at some of the Jead-
ing fairs, and we now learn that the mauner in which
these “cvidences of what may be done by skilful
JSaramg, not the resuits of nurang” ave cultivate?, is
somewhat as follows: (1) Holes dugn the earthare
filled with compost; the plants, raised in flower-pots,
are placed in them at a distance of a yard apart;
these pets receive great attention throughout the
summer ; the result s “ magmficent agrienltural " (1)
roots. (2.) Afew perches of smtable land areselected
{very often newly-broken-up old pasture;) tine plot of
ground receives nursery treatment, and the plants are
allowed a apace not compatible on a large scals even
in farmng of the highest order—roots thus cultivated
are exhibited as speaimens of what? (3.) A strip in
a ficld 1s chosen, & few rudges recoive an incressed
quantity of farm-yard manure, cxtra artificial is used,
and the plants on these selected ridges are ‘set out”
at a much greater distance than the rest of the field ;
liquid manure is sometimes supphied to them during
the period of growth, and roots ** for competition”
are taken from thesc pampered specimens of what?
(4 ) Ruots culled from the root-quarters of two or
three ianmns and shown by one exhibitor as specimens
af mhat? * By these modes of procedure,” says the

Oxford Journal (Eng.), from which our informa.|

tion is chiefly derived, ‘‘the farmer who draws his
roots for exlubition from a busincss-like area finds
himself outdone ; deceptions are practised wpon the
public, those who have s ‘peep behind the scenes’
are disgusted ; and those who receive prizes for roots
80 caltivated and shown as specimens of agricultaral
roots, obtain those prizes under false pretences.”

The Bussian Mennonites in Manitobs.

Letter from Jacobd Y. Shantz.

The following letter from Mr. Jacob Y. Shants, of
Berlin, addressed to Mr. Samuel Reesor, of {Mark.
ham, appeared in the Economist of that place. It
will doubtlcss be read with interest <

R RIvER, Oct. 29, 1§74.—As I am now on my
way home {Berlin, Ont.), and have been the
Russian brethren, 1 will tell you a Jittle of their cir-
cumstances how they managed to get up warm
houscs 30 soon.  On tho part of the reserve on which
they are located, there is considerabls wooded land,
consisting of small ks and poplars, so that

which is plentiful there. Tho poorer classes took

long poles and put them wup ina roof like way sl

covered with grass, tied to tho poles crosswise on the

pole ov rafters, winch makesa good rout down to the

ground,  They then took small logs and bwlt up

under that roof aliout seven feet high and plastered

inside and outaide with clay, ‘lhuse wlo cannot

aflord boards, lay poles on the just 1o ¢ shings, then
lay on a little hay and plaster on the top of that
with clay mortar.  The floor 1s also made ot clay

murtar, with sand on the top o1 the clay, whuch

mixes and makes it alinost like sandstone.  Some of
the wealthier ones budt up hous s synare with logs,

but all the roofs and most of the gable vnds are made
with grass. Those hiving on the west suda of the
Red River, have no timbier fur budding , they buld

with buards and scautling ; swmno have nwee hittle
frame houses boarded instde and cutside, with lavers
of thick paper hetween, which are not yet tinshed.

Thas they have built i varous ways acconding to
their means and opportututis. W hat astomshes mo
iy, that they all have wann rooms, fimshed or nearly
30, also warm stables silarly bult for the eattle,

atud such large hay stacks.  Even some that have no
cattle yct have hay, as they have hopes of getting
them. Some were only three and othiers four wecks
on their places, as some remained thice weels in the
sheds, before they sclected a place.  Their familics
remain in the sheds all winter.  Chey have hlt up
outside with sod, and boarded inside and made a hay
roof over the tapof the other, so that they have
perfectly warm rooms. It sccms sad to mcet somo
of them in such sunple houses, without a floor, table,
or bedstead, eating dry bread and drinking cotlce or
tea—i. ¢ any meals—most of them have polatocs
and mitk, and some of them pork, so that we have
good meals somcetunes, but often nofinog but Inead-
and coffce ; but on the other sule, 1t 18 cheering
when they say, ““Oh, we are go satisiivd, here we
have good land, such nice lumber and grass to bud
with, and are so healthy that we can atl work ;"
others would say, ** we eat so much, the appetite s
80 good, it costs so much.” Few complain : nearly
all are well pleased with the country and clunate so
far. The weather has becn very nice donng the
past five weeks, there was no aain, and the roads
are dry and fine as can be.  We were wath the scte
tlemcenta on both sides of the river, and do naf he.
lieve the horses shoes got wet dunng the whole
time.  Yesterday afternoon 1t snowad o hidide on the
Red River, about 150 miles from Waungge, ‘Ll
snow, ae we are coming down, is one and a half
1uches on tho deck of the boat this mornmg, but net
80 cold as yesterday, and thesnow is uearly melting.
We are ncar Grand Forks now. _ * ¢ Yuurs tunly,

Jacon Y. Siante

A Very Useful Toble.

The following table, computed from aectusl experi.
ence,will befound veryuseful inealculating the weight
of loads, &c.—or the weight of any of the articles
mentioned, in bulk, It shows the weight per cubie
foot. All thatis necessary, therelore, is to measnra
the bulk ; ascertain the number of culie £ ¢t in at;
multiply this by the weight per fuot, and Jivule by
2,000, when you have the weight in tons,

SUMTANCE. WZIGUT T2 frae W,
CASLITON. . ovsvacennncesncessaannas sossn 340 Ny,
Water  caveewvas veee B
White pine, seasoned, 8l b M
Whitc vak, * 1o o
Jwoose enth . 95
Common soil, Yy
Clay, about. ..oou cuvas =5

L T 1

Clay, with stones | ... .....
Brick .

The following shows the butk of 3 ton of dificrent
substances :—

[ LY [
Farth, compact. .
Clay..oeniae wreensarenian
Haif rotted manure,solld. 36 ** 3 coarse, about 50,
Timothy hay, moderately

cases e 20D
Clover, about.

28 cublc foct to the tan.
13 :: or 321X, wLon loose,

-
.

LT

Allthat is necessary, therefore, in order tonsecriain
the quantity you have on hand in tons is to take the
measurementa a8 above, and if hay, divile by 300 or
750 as the case may be ; if manure, by 36, &c., &c.

————— ) et e—r—

PrLEvro 1¢ FiFe.—At & mecting of Fifeshire Local
Autbority held receutly, it was reported that plenro-
meumonia had broken out at six different farms in

five parishes.



