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The Lessons of the past Winter,

Our average winters are sufliciontly hard and try.
ing. to make bee-keeping s matter of difiiculty, do-
manding the most careful and judicious management,
Lt such o winter as woe have just experienced, is an
ondeal which comparatively fow apiariate sre alle to
endliire. 1t i= & crucial test af thoe slaff they are
made of.

Quite & mimber af bee-keepors will, alter such a
seneon, abandon the pursuitin disgust, and pronounce
it o humbug. In travelling through the country the
vomung summer, observant pergons will deteet many
daserted aparvies and depopulatest Invos, and on
waking enquiries, the often repoated reply will be,
0 ¢ Bee-heeping is played aut ;™ or *This climate
is too hard for been,”

Weare mn a position to form an estunate of the
yeneral state of the bee-business, and the general
charactevistics of Lecanen.  That there have been
fmmense losses sustained from one end of the country
to the other, 13 undenable, and {hat this fact will
have the cffect of utlorly discournging many bee-
leepers ia cqually wndeniable.  The ccho of their
disconrngement is already making itself heard through
a portion of the agrieultural press, who can only find
one interprefation of the winter's teachingz, and
that, * Let bee-keeping alone.”  Dud it is only a cer-
tain class of bee-keepers who are disheartened. 1%
is the negligent, casy-going, partially wformed, and
hali-hearted class, those, in fact, who are unwilling
to he ay the necessary cost of tinie, trouble, and out.
Lay. Lo master their husiness. Perkiaps it is well these
should be discouraged.  An element of famt-hearts
editess is better gob vid of out of an army, whether
«f soldicrs or bee-keepers, 16 is very certain that
while the class of bee-keepers just rcferred to, read
the lesson of the winterin the one little word “Quit;”?
another and a better class read several lessons,
which combime and coalegce inthe word “PerseviRe,
Some of the lessonx of the winter may be briefly
stated.

1. Extensive loss may usually be traced to neglect
or oversight of some sort. A smnall leak will sink o
Jarge ship, and asmall oversight will ruina large
apiary. For example, the cool fall weather sets in,
Jack Frost appears on the scene, but 1t1s early
the scason, Chnstmas is yeb far off, the bee-keeperis
very busy, perhaps cailed irom home just when some
sudden cold snap comes, the bees are in the condition
they were during the summer, not fit for out-door
wintermg, they lecome chilled, but though they
recerve after care 1t 1s too late.  Or perhaps the bees
are put into their wmter repository in good season
cnongh, but itis too carly to close them up for the
winter, they arc left opened and exposed, untila
sudden dash of winter makes a rnd upon them. Qur
experience is that a chilled hive is like ~ frost bitten
Iimb, peculiarly sensitive to cold all the rest of the
season.

o, Tn order to successful bee-keeping, it is abso-
lutely necessary to read a good bee-journal. So as to
profit by the esperience and views of others,

3. Stocks must be wintered according to their con-
dition, and put into certain conditions corresponding
with the manner in which they are to bo wintered.
It1s naked folly to leave weak atocks out of doors;
they may have a chance for life if carly and snugly
housed, but left on their summer stands they have
not the ghost of a chance.  Stocks Ieft out must be
strong and well protected. Those putin-doors require
attention that the temperature and ventilation may
be right. .

4. The need of moro careful experimenting in
regard to the best methods of wintering bees.  Can.
not some plan be devised, by which every colony

shall have a warmenp, & drys-out, and a Sight, ..
lime in midswinter? We have thoughtn s o

purpose. 1t sirikes us thad if thedr fmprsonuent
could he shartoned, and an oppertunity given thee
to discharge their froves ontside the - hive, the wos

would be vastly less,

Scagopable Hints to Bee-Kecpern,

T again intrude wpon yoar valuable space to wene
bee-keepers ab this senason Lo cavefully esmaine thesr
hives, anid axgurinin that cachi Las o proliie aueesn,
ag well as a goodd supply of steres to e aused i3 pear-

the early fluwers,  Any Live foid with Los thea
ten pounds af honey thould be fud neulaly aah
evening, eomuencing with about twu ta! Jeaponnfuls
and gradually ncreasing to n quatder «f 3 pawand
daily.  Any hive found quecnless, if i an ofd.
fashioned box-hive or liee-gum, should ir Criven out
and united with another hive 5 if in o novable comb
hive, it can be strengihiened and built up by giving n
frame of brood {if scated all the better) trom another
luve that s strony caough to spare i, and 1 about
fifteen dags anotler frame of the same hand, and
again, ab the end of ten or fifteen days, ansther e
in which thero arc eggs or larvae just hatchad. It
may be asked why not give browd {o rear & gueen
fromag once.  JI they have lLoen gueenluss only a
shars tame they will rear a queen from the fivet young
brood given them, bub il for a leny thne guicculeas,
they will not rear a qucen until atter ke Ll bromld
given hatehes ; the young bees fiem whach vill rear
a queen ss soon as they hatch in sulidend rombes
to coustruct queen cclly, manufacture the nocueary
jelly, and engender sutficient hert ucaded to vy
queens, and can obtain eggs or Tute otiliraiLd
age to rear from, Should there bea v i
from the first hrood gi\'m, the lave wiit nec } caretvd
watching to be certain of tho queen bong fertilizcd
and noﬁ)ccomhlg adrone Jayer.  Should tho prove
such, 28 soun as drones hegm Lo fly, Laii her and gve
the hive o franio of young breadd il cggr, from wiach
they will rear another quecn 5 and 1 abor$ twenty
days, if the weather is favorable, thero will o bLut
little doubt of the hive having a fertile ?uec:x. A
queenless eolony in a hox-hive can be saved, but e
Iabor is so great that it will nob pay. and 1t is there-
fore more advantageous to unite with another colony.
Bees should also be fed with rye meal, (ground fine
and not holted.) if obtainable, otherwise rye flonr
mixed with sawdust, or fine cut stoaw will angwer
the purpose ; place in shallow pan, and set near the
hives in'a place sheltered from the wind acd mia.
‘The bees will carry the flour into the hives, and use
in place of pollen to rear their brood with  Thoas
who desire fo ehange from box-hives Lo movablecomb
hives, should obtain therr luves and have cverything
ready for transferring as soon as first hlossoms he-
como plenty 'I'ransferring can be done earlier -
doors, or 1f weather 18 very warm and fine, ont-doors;
but the bees transferred will need feeding, as they
will use much honey rc|])mriug their combs and
fastenming to the frames.  Tho earhier transferring 1s
done, the carhier will the Inve swarm, wineh, to the
bee-keeper of careful habits, will more than repay
the cargand cost of feeing. The careless bee-keeper
I would advise to let movable comb Inves alone—they
will not he as ““lucky” to him as the ** old gum” and
in the cnd he will hecome convinced that ¢ patent
hives kill the bees,” as many have been convinced
that_the Mowing Machine kills tho grass in the
meadow where it is used—*“B.” in the American
Farmer.
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Bee-culture vs. Bee-keeping.

‘“Bee cullure ¥ is to be widely distingusherd from
“Bee keeping.”  Fhe latter 1£ 1t amply merely the
careless and neglectful possession of one or more hives
of unfortunate bees, will invariably be found both un-
interesting and unprofitable; for in this, as in 2l agri-
cultural pursuits, want of care and of that degree of
skill which is suro to result from care, will lead to
disappointment and falure.  But on the other hand
it is claimed that bees with good management and
timely attention—and they need but little of cither,
but what they do nced they nced mperatively, and
at the right season—ean be made a source hoth of

pleasure and profit.—Rev. 0. Lawson.

cage of whilo neb in a warm room would nmiwer ths
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i{‘n Latraoted Hongy and the Proper Mauner to

pub it up for Sale.
* odi oo f movable comb hives and heney extyactom,

cated e eesaquent inercased supply of Loney, lies

tality among them, even during the eollest wiaters, |
i

ing broods and strengthening the arny of vocber for

o=t fnto oxicdoncs new industrics, such as tho

.

wanitiacture of plass honey-jars, carks, labely, tinfkd)
catrs, 3, for putting tho loney in saleable shape, or

$pack i 3t for fommeportation.
£
)

Tl Instehaped honcy jars, in my eatimation, both

H . ) d
'I'n:r: se amd for packing with the luast waste space,

ne.
are

rounre jars, containing one or two pounds of
heve

Aocr the jar ie corked, pross a tinfoil cap over the
vk it ticek of the bettle with your h:m(lp first, and
thani aibwith o deather strap about five-mghts of
adi decl wide il four feet long, one end of it fastened
tothe wall.  The strap should Le wrapped once
armuned the neck of the bottle, and while ene end is
hiel fight by one hand the hottle should be passed
forwant and backward unt! tho timfoil is properly
eimthed down,  Tor my own use, 1 have mado
*hiorse,” 10 2 can it down to the work of capping
my j:r8, keeping the strap tight with ono foot, and
uwity Both kands on the jar, )

For shipping, jars should He packed tight with
snw-dust, znd one dozen in a box “spacially made for
the purposc. A hee keeper shonld sell by {he gross
his one or two pound jars of honey {o merchants in
the conntry o city, or have it sold on commission
until liis brand is Lnown.  With Ins label on jars and
Lis lrand on boxes, he will soon find a market §f ho
hottks & choice atticle only. Good honey put up
neatly aud in smell quantities will always bring the
ot price, and 18 §s 10y experience that mackine cz-
trected honey 13 the preferred article if the consumer
i1 ence convinead of its purity.

A nanafactured article of Cuba hency finds a
ready mnrket in onr citics, beesuse it is pus up in
ww rchianiable rhape, 4 e in jars, nicely labelled and
atyied * White Clover Heney.”  Now, 1 claim that
tl + rale of o imanufactured article would not be pos-
-ibie ix cur bee-keepers would only take the necess-
a1y pains (o Lring tuto market, in proper shape and
utnder their ownnames, thei machine cetractedioney,
which in the anly pure honey possible, and if once
known to consumers will be the only heney in de-
il Cor. American Dee Journal.

The Christion Union of Jan. 8, 1678, suys: *A
man in New Hampshire Dought four swarms of Lees
ten years ago, and now has an mcome of 81,200 a
year f.om honey. Goand buy four swarms of bees

wangman.”  To which good advice, we add, iearn
Lnw to take care of them first. Not every mzn who
i ously buying four swarms of bees, onds Ly gob-
torgg £1,200 o year out of honey.  Iivery heginner in
apiculiire, should buy a good bee hook, and sub.
scribe for & good bee journal if he desires to sueeeed.

Rugeisires or A Goop Swany.—But few in pur-
chasing Dbees seem to understand the requisites of a
goad stock of bees or tho kind to buy, and many seem
to know but little how to select. The first thing, get
a Linve of medium size, about two hundred cubic
inchos.  If sclected in the fall it should contain forty
pounds of honey at least with a good swarm of bees,
and abovo all the rest choosea hive so that the queen
can depostt a large mumber of eggs which wall be
workers. llercisone of the great scerets of Decs,
one swarm rearing more brood and sending out Jarger
swarms from the same sized hive than another.
"There is not so much difference in the queen as many
have supposcd.

Making .up Lost Ground.
Mr. Epiror,~You will remember my writing to

you last June, saying I had lost all my bees the past

winter except two swarms.  Well, I bought two nx}d
wend to work trying to improve them, both in
numbers and quality; how well I have succceded you
may judge for yourself. I mademean extractor that
1 think will beat a Peabody, or Gray & Winders,
anud vost me much less, and gently informed my stock
that 1 should expeces a good report from them,

1 now have on hand twenty stocks of bees, and
have taken 422 pounds of fine extracted horey, be-
sdes selhng o [ow Ttalian queens. X Jdid not cxdract
any honcy until June 10th. Most of the honcy was
gathered from smart-weed, and the quality is very

B

good. I have sold most of it for fiftcen and twenty-

cents per pound.

What think you of my progress? If I have been

successful, the A. B. J. can claim much of tho credit,
* Long may it wave.”
Traxg W, Coaraax.
Morrison, Whiteside Co., 111



