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NARRATIVZ Or THs Los OP TE s1iP " EDON."* sent ta request glajor Hart aud the passengers to ýpirits and gunpowder, became nov very imminent,
'assemble on the quarter-deck, and made thelm se- and at three o'clock it was impossible to remain ita

The inscrutable dispenattions of Providence, by quainted ivith the situation of the cargo. No elarm the ahip, when ail quitted ther, the coptain hims'lf
which our hves are checquered with suèh varieties of vlateser was expressed or felt; his appraranco and the last. The first and second mates vere appoint.
fortune, will no doubt have their full and uefficient'mnanners were in no respects altered. A very labo- ed to command the two amall boata, with a comiats,
explanation in snofher and a better ilorld: the veil is'rious exatmination of the cargo was the worst that and a crew of nine men to each; the »pars and storei
not ta be removed hure, and we carn ouiy submit to'he apprehended; and hie communication with theu' for riggin>g wire appnrtioned, aid such arrangenents
Uhiatever befalis is -too happy if able to exerrise'ossseigers was ta provent alarm, not ta warn themienmplcted as their sittualion allowed. The captain,
those virtues which adorn human nature, and min-'of their danger. Su perfectly cool and collectedthird mute, surgeon, and ton men, with fite twelve
gle with its infirmities @ome feint traces cf its divine were ail parties, that they %vent ta breakfast as qu-tl 1y passengers and child, twenty-six &oul@, were in thle
origin and its destined immortality. !as usual; the men, however, wero requested by theaong Lent, with ail the water and provision, excrq t

The destruction of the ship Eldon by fire, in the'captaiu to n1ake the most of the present opportuni-two kege of voter, and about a couple nfdays con-
midst of the indien Ocean, at the tempestuous periodIty, as they lad a liard day'-i w-ork hefore them, and sumptioni of biscuit ta each of the small boi,te, whichs
of the equinox, and upwards of a thousand miles' many' ours rnight elapse tre they cnuld enjoy ana- ias ail that they could stowe wvith safety : th., vere
from the nenrest attainable aind, was a calamity'ther ' comfortabp meail." He littia draomt of the liglht andi manageable, and easily sailed arnumnd the
whuich no ordinary fresight r care couild have preJprophetic truth of the warning, whicli bis natural and faIbrger boat ; a lhglt was dispiayed for their guidance
veintedi. The sinigular preservation ofevery individuallusualkinidness induced him to deliver as the men were by igt t; they were ordeted to keep as close on each
of tte crew and passenge.rs, ofwlom jour iver females,'proceeding t their food. quarter as safety tould permit, and approached daly
and one al child of five .onths, was almost a miracu-. After breakfast the fnre-hatlches wfere operned, and for tleir supply of provi.ions.
ouis instance of wthal the human frame is capable of'the rtitan removed with great expedition te the deck; On quitting the ship, lier helm was lashed a-tep, and

enduring, and also of nhat it is capable of perform-'but in about an hour and a ialf, the s-nuke, nuichs the çai s put partially aburk ta keep lier steady ; and ,
ng ulhen aided by utibroken spirit%, gr.ad sense, andifrom the first bld continued rapidly increasing, Le. the pour fugitives on the ocean lad a moment of

frin virtîuous determination ta hope antl work to the cpme so dense, that the men could no longer work. ld'umre ta contemplate the nelanch<ly scene.
last. Under the mercy of God, il tas solety nccomJtbelow, and the after-hatchev were openied ta permit The apprarance of the burning ship vas 'ublimely
piushed hy the exemplary conduct of every indivdual its escape. At this period the captain crept in as apralling; thtilst the mingled feelings of rememberdl
ut the party; and the unshaken nerve, self.possession,' fur as wis practicable, betwixt the hales and lading, comforts sa recently enjoyed,anid so unexpectedly and
and skîli, of the worthy captain, an English sailorlin the direction where the smoke issued, and appears painfnily unatched from them,contrasted wtith bitter
of the true British class-quiet, conciliatory, and to have tien first conjectured the extent of the mis-.fbrebodings of sufferings and almost certain destruc.
kand ta lus men, aheit all uns well; and firm, active, chief, and its possible consequences. Ail the hatcheu,'tion, muwt necessarily have fillei every beart, anit
keen, intelligent, and not ta be dispirited, when the were closed down to prevent the current of air; a hale subdued the stonttest spirit into sadness. The cap.
occasion required unusual exertion. What might vas cut through the deck near the main-mast,end ia- tain and passengers, particularly Majnr Hart, whose
have occurred, had any single individual forgotten ter poured down; and orders were quietly given ta loss, by a combination of unfortunate circumstances,
lus duity, or had the excellent head been unequal ta' prepare the boats, as a precaulionary ineasure, should nas unusually heavy, caw valuable property destroy-
his,would be frightful ta contemplate. Happily these the worst befall them. ed, which years of privation and induitry would not
evuis rere spar'ed ta the pour sufferers; and their .About twelve o'clock, when the bouts were partly serve te replace; and even the humblest of the crew
eventful hsistory conveys the instructive lesson of what prepared, the captain resumed the now dangerous lot ail lthey had to. lose, and saw, in the future, one
may be perforied by virtuous energy, struggling task cf subduing the fire; the main hatch vas first common fate for ail. The fire soon reached the
tagatst ail dangers, and overcoming aIl difliculties, opened, which, on removing its cover of tarpaulin, poop, where its progress, fromn the airy, open space
even in their worst form and most strange combina- was discovered ta be lift up four inches by the force of the large cabins, was frightfully rapid: the mizen-
lions. It is indeed a lesson which should net be' of the steam. On approaching the fire in this direc- mast first fejl; but the destruction ofthe Rails more
lost; it forms a bright passage irn the delineatio of tion, the extent ta which it had proceeded, and the particularly presentei a singular spectacle, and aw-
character, and in the history of mind; and is an ex- length oftime il must have been in progress, were fui proof of the vast force of fire when in a mass.-
ample and beacon for future sufferers,bow tohope,and ascertained. On attempting tu remove the burning The progress uf the fBame from the beel of:the main.
how to labour,that they may not only survive ta re- bales of cottoi, it was found that aIl the lashings sail to the royal head was almost as instantaneous as
cite another like history of energy and success, but were consuned, and any handling of them only in- the flash of.gunpowder; it flew upwards with a crack-
may deserve and enjoy the approbation of their owncreased the evil by shaking them loose; Chers again ling, whizzing report; the canvass disappeared as if
çonsciences, and the admiration and applause of their! were totally burît through, and wtere a mass of tintier, by magic; the ashes and blazing fragments were
friends and countrytnen. into which the men could tbrust their arma unopposed. blown away, and the fires were seen running doen

The Eldon, Captain Edward Theaker, sailed from During this hour, the lient and amolce continued in- the rigging: and in an incredible short space cf
Bombay on the 24th August, 1834, boundi ta the Cape creasing, and the urgent duty of procuring provisions time, the mastt went crashitg over the side. Ail
ofGood Hope sud London. Her burden was rated water, andi other necessaries for the boauts, became was nov a bright blaze, and the vessel finally es.
under 600 tons admeasurenent; but ahi was actually a painful and bazardous labour. At one o'clock,the ploded and disappeared about nine o'clock.
laden with nearly 1,000 tons of miscellaneous cargo, female passengers were removed to the boat, again The ship being utterly abandoned, Capt. Theaker's
consisting of Bombay black-wood, ebony; gums,drugs, as c precautionary measutrc, though still encouraged firit cars was to explain go his fellow-safferers the
rice, and cotton; the heavy goods below, and the ta Indulge a nope that the destruction of the vesse! plan he proposed to adopt, and bis reasens for su
cottons above, piled up to touching the main-deck, might be avèrted; but though every possible exertion doig. The nearest point of land was the island
and crowded to the utmost she could stow. Hercrew 'was persisted in, Major Hart exausted and feeble Diego Garcia, whirh was short of 400 miles; but
consisted of the captain,tbree mates, the surgeon,and by long illnems, atd Captain Hewitt and the other lo bave gone back into uncertain winds, was to ha-
twenty-eight men and apprentices-total,thirty-thren; passengers having toiled w ith the crew throughout, zard the risk of calms and squally weather, and, on
vith thirteen passengers and servants,making forty- the fire mast perceptibly gained a bead every ne- the whole, the longer voyage; whilst to sail towards
six souls. Tbey bai experienced light and variable meit,burning most intensely near the mainmast,nhere Roderigues, vas to use the trade.wind, which, unlder
winds; and on the morning of the 27th September the main-deck even was now perceivedto be on fiare; average circunstances, miglit be expectei to drive
were in latitude vine degrees tbirty minutes south, and the hent lad become so scorching,that the men them thither in a reasonable time. the distance as
anti seventy-six degrees uast,with fine weather,taving were no longer able ta work-so that all hope of sav- calculated ta be 1,G50 miles.
that morning found themselves in the south-east trades, ing the ship twas et last resiguet . The moon was in her last quarter; and when night
to the steady course of vhich their eventful preserva- The captain in conjonction with Major Hart, n;ow closed upon the sea,the sad feelings of the party defy
lion is to be attributed. made his arrangements for the boots, apportioning description. The carpenter,and such as could assist,

At four o'clock ia the iorning of the 27th Sept. the crews for each; and such was the cooltiens and were busied preparing the rougi spars for masts and
the officer of the watch reportei to the captain that precision with which ail was provided for, that even yards; the sa'l-maler in shaping sails : aIl else had to
faint linea ofsmoke were seen occasionally issumîng arms, as a last resource, should the cret unhappily ocenpy their thoughts wilh hopes or fears,and to ina.
fron the fore-batches; a discovery which does not forget their duty in some future extremity ofauffering gune visionary sources of comfort denied by the rE-
appear to have oreasioned the least apprehension of and privation, 'and become mutinons and unmmnage. volting reality. h'fie mind follows them in their long
what was ta be the result. A portion of the colton able, were not forgotten. Major Hart discharged and dreary pilgrimage over thé waters, and secs tbs
liatd been embarked im a wet state, the Eldon havin; the melancholy duty of ordering the destruction of glazed eye brighten as the white wing of the distart
Joaded in Bombay in the rains; and Captain Theaker bis favourite horse, which he was taking witb him tu sea-bird on theskirt of their horizon rnay have bien
appears to have at once adoptei and acted on the the Cape; and the live stock, sheep, goats, pige, frequently mistakea fora sail. No false hopes, how-
mnpression, that it was înerely a chumical process ln turkeys, fowis, geese, and ducks, were humanely ever, of land deceived them : the cautious foresight

the injured cotton, of damp-rot and self-combustion, thrown overboard, as an essier destruction than by of Capt. Theaker had lirovided every necessary Jor
and he had heard of such cases,in which the " Lfcted fire. When the boots were adrift fron the ship, the skilful navigation, and their precise position was re,
bales" hlad been promptly discovered and throin sea ras covered iilh these pour creatures, of whomn gularly and aecurately ascertained.
overboard. the geese and docks, by a happy blinidness to their The long boat had appeared sufiieiently loaded

The first lier of cotton bales which could be got up fate, vere screaming and frantic with joy at being vhen quitting the ship; it was only 22 feet long,.and
were perfectly clean and untouc)aed, and were pUedi loose on the water, diving, and floatingý and flying 7 broad, and was iii fact, crowded ;·but on the se-
upon the decks ; but during this process the smokeîabout in an ecstacy of enjnyment; their appearance cond day, thejolly-boat, in a pitch against a heavy
was iucreusing; and as balf-past seven,Capt. Thenker formed a strange conitrast ta thp spectacle of iumani sea, iplit open at the bows, and was reported in dan-

'Destoyec l'y lire in the Indian Oconýea 27t isuffering they surrounded. ger. She was brought alontgside; and alter a veryDestrye by. firem theofndianoOceanSept. 27the.e.h. t careful and minute examipation by the captain arai
834. By Dr. R. Hartley Kennedy, Bombay Presidency. The rk of explost from the fire reaching the[carpeutershe tu as found unmanageable:. ber compasst


