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ia them, Mr. Suttun and Dr. Voeloker.fully endorged this view
of tho onse, and the orops were only hastily glanced at. ™
When the orop in the old pasture has been weighed, diffe-
rences soircely apparent to the cye will bo marked to some
extont. They were small for the twe Jast years, but may show
more when the results of the third year are added.
. On the conclusion of the inspeotion of the grass experiments,
the visitors returned to Mr. Sutton's residence, elose to which
his niee little herd of Dexter Kerrics were seon and muclh
admired. After that, in a marquce ercoted olose to the hou-c.
Mr. Sutton hospitably eatertained his visitors at Juncheon,
ned received their hearty thanks for the interesting exounrsion
to which he had invited them, and for his efforts to benefit
the agrioulture of the country, by means of his instractive
experiments. .

MASSACHUSETTS.

The Thirty-fifth Anoual Report of the Scorotary of the
Mussachusctts Board of Agriculture: presents in a volume of
800 p.ges the proccedings of the buard for® 1887, with, the
papers and ample rcports of the disoussions on the subjects
which have come with speoial intercst before the board du-
ring the past year. )

Amoug the valuable papers presented is oue on the suceess
of ensiluge, by Prof. H. E. Alvord, in which, among other
conclusions reached, he gives the following summary: Silos
may be above or undcr ground, or partly buth ; they shonld be
air-tight, and watcr-tight, and frost proof, several small ones
are better than one large one ; properly built of wood or stone,
the cost may vary from 25 cents to -§5 fur cach ton of the
contents ; they may be filled slowly or quickly, in all weathers,
the fodJer out or whole; weighted or not if air-tight, but
Leavily weighted if not air-tight at the sides, most aniwals pre-
fer it to the best dry forage ; the best time is when the plant
approaches maturity ; Indian corn makes the best fodder, yiel-
ding from twenty to twenty-five tons to acre, and ensilage
may be made for 82 or less per ton; it will oceupy one-eighth
of the space needed for dried fodder ; the weight required. on
the silo.should be 150 pounds to the square foot; it should
be fed about half-and-half with dry fodder; and it is best
adapted to bigh-priced lands. When compared with dry corn
frdder, says Prof. Alvord, it produces results so satisfactory
as to surprise the chemist, and which the chemist caanot cx-
plain.  In allusion to the disoussion about the name, Prof. A.
says, *‘ We must accept the term silo for the receptacle, and
ensilage for the product or pitted material,” for which he
cites satisfactory reasons, (1)

¢ The sorub and the runt ncver improve, You may breed
from them for generations, and the offspring of the ‘sorubs,
will be serubs, and that of the runts and titmen, will be runts
and titmen, every time. But the thoroughbred or .high
blooded sire is sure to breed to an improvement over himself,
We must stop using scrubs as breeding animals if we wish
for improvement,” .

This is too sweeping, altogether, and not well considered. If |

the writer had bethought himself, he would have remembered
that there was a time, not very long ago, when all our domes-
tic animals were ‘* scrubs and runts,” from the breeder's
poiut of view. The improvements which have resulted in
thoroughbred stock are almost all the work of skilled breeders
during the last hundred years. It is quite true to say
that scrubs and runts, in the hands of scrub farmers, will
conlinuc scrubs and runts;.but in the hands of skilled- bree-
ders.the scrubs and runts can, by high feeding, good care and
intelligent sclection, be converted into thoroughbreds. Ex.

(1) Why not silage? AR J.F

Tae Nurairive Rario.—Ycomans quotes Sir Joha Lawes .
as saying that ¢ ho nover ‘troubles himself very much with
the nutritive ratio of the.foods he employs; "'also, that ¢“.those
who work upon some fixed.formula as regards natritive ratio,.
sannot feed.as coonomioally as those who pay regard to .the
varying pricos of food. " But it should be rememberad that:
what will do for a veteran and successful scientifio furmer,
like Sir Joha Lawes,might ot answer for everybody. Inexperi:
ence must depend more or less upon .rales, However, .t.is, -
trae that the ratio between the prices of feeding stuffs.is
much the same, as a general thing, as the natritive ratio ,——.
that is to say, their market value is graded olosely upon,theis
feeding value, as determined by the expericnce of practioal
men. - T

. [ R : ' [ :
However, as-this-is'the practical part of the question, it
will be well to bear in mind. that.in the May(1887). Agricul:. :
tural Soience, Sir John B. Lawes says: . .
¢¢The ohemist’'s mode of,separating digestible from indiges. -
tible substanaes, is totally different from the process cmployed
by the animal, * * * At present we are ‘not in- a position to -
scparate digestible from indigestible foud. * * ™ When we con-
sider that the distinotion between what is oalled digestible -
and iodigestible substance is mcasured by certain solvents
used in the laboratory, we can hardly be surpriscd that the
stomach of the animals and the reagents of chemists do- not
tell the same tale, * * * In my own practice of feeding I have
never troubled myself very much about the putntive ratio of
the foods I ¢mploy. * * * A nutritive ratio is very good in
theory,but in practice we have to consider questions of economy
whioL are oftcn greatly at variance with theory. At the pre. .
sent time 1 am not acquainted with any rcliable feeding expe-
riments which 2stablish as a fact that food of one special -nu- .
tritive ratio oan be used with greater oconomy than ano-

-ther.”

Adams County, Il JoaN M. StanHL

CoxposTiNG MANOURE DoESN'T PaY,-—The Rural °
New-Yorker says that the oldfashioned method of turnjng and °
working over manure for six months or a year before using it
is very rightly fulling into disuse. The careful expericuec of -
Dr. Voelcker, chemist of the royal agricultarsl sooicty of En. .
gland, proves that manure gradaally deprecjates by kecping.
under the very best management, gaining in water aad losing
in valuable organic matter, which is spent in the fermen-
tation, '

NOIW-OFFICIAL PART.

Consumption Surely Cured
To the Editor :—

Please iuform your resdera.that I havea positive remedy -
for the above named disease. By:its timely uso thousands.of
hopeless cases have been permancotly cured; I shall be glad
to send two bottles of my remedy Faegk to any of your -
readers who have consumption if they will scnd me thcir Ex-
press and P. O, address. Reopeetfully, T

Dr T. A. Sroous, 37 Yonge St., Toronto, Ont.

¥FOR SALE. — Percheron an((l' Norman ;Iorses,:
Ayrshire cattle, Berkshire .pigs, Plymoath:Rock pouitty,
apply to Mr. Louis Beaubien, 30 St.James Stréct, Montréal,



