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NORTHERN MESSE

SCHOLARS' NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1880, by
Edwin W. Rice, as issued by Ameriean Sunday-
Sehool Union.)

LESSON III.
JANUARY 18.]

JESUS BAPTIZED BY JOHN.—Matt. 8 : 1.17.
[About A. D. %, 27.]
CoMMIT TO MEMORY vs. 13-17.

1. In thosedays came John the Baptist preach-
ing in the wilderness of Ju-de-a.

% And saying, Repent ye : for the kingdom of
heaven isat hand.

8. For this is he that was spoken of by the pro-
rhet k-sa-ias, saying, The voice of one erying in
the wilcerness, i‘repare ye the way of the Lord,
make 1118 paths stiaight.

4, And the sam# John had his raiment of
camel's hair, avd a geathern girdle about his
toins; and his meat was locusts and wild
honey.

b. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and al)
Ju.de-a, and all the region ronnd aheut Jordan.

6. Ana were baptized ot him in Jordan, con-
fessing thelr 8ins.

7. Eni wher. e #aw many of the Phar-i-sees
and Sud-uu-cees come (o his baptism, he said®
unte tLem, U generation ot vipers, who hath
warned you 1o flee from the wrath to come ?

8 Bunog fortk theretore truits meet for repen-
tance ; i

9. And think not to say within yourselves, We
nave Abrabatn toour father: for I say unto you,
<thut Goud is able of these stoues toraise up child-
ren unto A-bra-bam.

10. And now also the axe is laid unto the root
ot the trees . therefore every tree which bringeth
1ot torth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into
the fire.

11 1 indeed baFnze youavith water untorenen-
tunce - but he that eometh afier me is mightier
than s, whose st:oes 1 am not worthy to bear :
he shal: baptize you with the Holy Ghos., aud
witk fire .

12, Whose fan is in his hand, and he will
thoroughly purg: his floor, and gather his wheat
into the garner ; but he will burn up the chaft
with unguenchabie fire.

18 Then cometh Jesus from Gal-i-lee to Jor-
dan unto John, tc be baptized of him.

14. But John forbade him, saying, 1 have need
to be baptized of thee, and comest thou
tome?

16 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer
it t, be 8o new ; for thus it becometh us to fuiiil
all righteousness. Then he suffered bim.

18. And J e-sug, when he was baptized, went
up siraightway out of the water: and, lo, the
heuvens were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God, descending like a dove, and light-
Ing upon him :

17. And loa voice from heaven, saying, This is
my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleased.

Z (%
*.‘ GULDEN TEXT.

And lo a voice from heaven, saying,
This i my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.—Matt. §: 17.

— ]

CENTRAL TRUTH.™
The divine witness to the “beloved Son."g

ConNECTED HIsTORY.-—Nothing ig known of
Christ’s life between the return from Egypt and
Lis baptism by John exeept the one event of his
visit to Jerusalem (A.D. 8or 9: Luke 2: 40-52) to
celebrate the passover, and the attendant cir-
cumstances.

To THE SCHOLAR.—WIith this lesson compare
Mark 1: 1-11; Luke 3 : 1-23; John 1: 19-36. Study
the relation and conduct of Jesus and John to
dach other.

NOTES.—JoHN THE BAPTIST, the divinely-
toretold forerunner of the Messiah (Luke 1:
11.17), son of Zacharias and Elizabeth, both of
priestly families (Luke 1: 5), living in Judea,
Prohably at Hebron. (See Luke 2: 39; Josh :
21:11,13.) John was born six months before
Jesus (A. D. §), whose kinsman he was (Luke
1: 8)): a Nazarite (Num, 6: 1-21) from his birth
(see Luke 1 15; Matt. 8: 4), and a prophet and
preacher of righteousness ; beheaded by Herod
Antipas (14: 8-12) at the castle of Macherus, on
the Dead Sea, A.D. 2 or2l. WILDERNESS OF
JU-DE-4A, “ a dreary waste of rocky valleys” ex-
tending over the whole east past of Judea to the
Dead Sea on the east, and the -desert on the
south: JE-RU-SA-LEM; the Holy City, an an-
cient town-on the mountains, zbout 32 miles
from the Mediterranean and 18 miles from the
Jordan ; made capit-1 of the nation by bavid,
whose son Solomon built the temple ; finally de-
stroyed as a Jewish eity by Titus, A. D. 70; now
in the hands of the Turks, with a population ot
about 20,600. 1n Christ’s time it may have had
from 80,000 to 45,000 inhabitants. JOR-DAN, the
principal river of Palestine. flowing from north
to south for about, 200 miles till it empties into
the Dead Sca. PHAR-I-SEES. the largest and
mosy popular religious party of the Jews, pro-
fessing superior piety and most rigorous obsery-
ance of the law ard tradition. SAD-DU-CEES, a
smaller party, professing superior enlightenment,
rejecting tradition, denying Providence. the re-
surrection and immortaiity. A-BRA-HAM, found-
571' Zf_’)f 8'. )be Jewish people. (See Gen. 11:

— EXPLANATIONS.

LEgsoN Toprics.—(1 ) JouN THE BaPTIST, (II.)
Hi1s PREACHING. (11]1.) BAPTISM OF JESUS.

~ I. JOHN THE BAPTIST. (1-6.) THOSE DAYS
see 2: 25; Luked. 1, 2), while Jesus was yet at
ome in Nazarett, in A. D. 26, REPENT, turu
from sin 1o God’s righteou-ness (see Luke 3.
10.14); RINGDOM OF HI AVEN, reign of Messiah
Dan. 2::44, 7. 13, 14, 18), HE-te., John;

SAIAS, lsqinh (lsa. 40 3)! MAKW STRAIGHI,
oven, elear of obstacles ; SAME Jorw, John him-
selt; RAIMENT (see Mark 1 0), a louse cloak or
blavket, woven <f camel’s hit; LOINS, waist;

here means its citizens; ALL JUDEA, people
from all parts of Judea; JORDAN, “region
round about” means those parts east of theriver,
and north, as weil as those of Judea—i.e., Perea,
Samaria, Galilee, ete.

11. HIS PREACHING. (9-12.) ABRAHWAM, as
if being children ot the covenant in the flesh
would save them (see Rom. 9 : 6-8) , AXE IS LAID,
ete. (see John 15: 2, 6), figurative : even now and
from now God’s judgment 18 in operation {.lohn
8: 18, 19); wWITH WATER. 1n water, which 1s
merely symbolical ; UNIO REP¥NTANCE, which
s only preparatory to the sanctification by the
Holy Ghost; MIGHIIER, in authority and
power ; SHOES, sandals, TO BEAR (see Luke 3 :
16), as a slave after his master; WiITH THE HoLy
GHOST AND WITH¥IRE, 1n the Holy Ghost (see
Acts 2:2-4): FAN, a Kind of shovel to toss up
the grain that the wind might blow away the
chaff'; FLOOR, 8 haxd, beaten, circular space on
Eastern fields, whete the threshing was done;
GARNER, granary, usually a dry vault usder
ground ; CHAFF, dust und straw, all that was not
wheat. 1t was often used for tuel.

[1l. BAPTISM UF JESUS. (13-17.) THEN, pro-
bably six movoths after the previous events, and
at a different place (John I 23), tartherupihe
Jordan; HEAVENS OPENED . UNTO HIM, in a
vision, seen only by him and John (John 1 - 3%) *
LIKE A DOVE, (see Luked 22), 1n the viion
the Spirt appearcd to thew as naving the form
ot a dove, syuibol of gentieness, purity, and
peace ; BELOVED, only beloved, peculiarly be-
oved.

What in thig lesson teaches—

1. The necessity of repentance before bap-
tism ?

2. The rature of true re}wentauce 2

3. The character of Curist’s work ¢

«'1’. The ditferent states of righiecusness and
sin

LESSON 1V.
JANUARY 25.]

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS.—Matt. 4: 1-1L
[About A. D. 26-27).
CoMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 1-4,

1. Then was Je-sus led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted.of the devil,

2. And when he had fasted forty days and
forty nights, he was afterward an hungered.

3. And when the tempter carme to-him, he
gaid, 1f thou be the Son of God, commaud that
these stones be made bread. :

4, But he answered and said, It Is written
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.

5. Then the devil taketh him up into the Loly
city, aund setteth bim on a pinnacle of the
temple.
6. And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of
God, cast thyself down : for 1t 18 written, He
shall give his angels churge concerning thee :
and in their h: nds they shall Lear thee up, lest
at any time thou dash thy toot against a stone,
7. Jesus said unto him, It is* written again,
Thou shalt not texnpt the Lord thy God.
8. Again, the devil taketh him up into an ex-
ceeding high mountain, and sheweth bim sll the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them ;
9. And saith unto him, All these things will 1
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor-
ship me.
10. Then saith Je-sus unto him, Get thee
hence, Sa-tan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him ounly shait
thou serve. S
1L. Then the devil leaveth him, end, behold,
angels came and ministered unto him.
8 GOLDEN TEXT. 5

| For in that he himself hath suﬂ'ered!

being tempted, he is able tosuceor them

tbat are tempted.—Heb. 2 18.

e L O} e
CENTRAL TRUTH.
Christ was tempted in all points as
we are.

CoXNECTED HISTORY.—The events of this
lesson follow in immediate connection: with
those of the lesson on the baptism, 3

To THE SCHOLAR.—Study the three different
kinds of temptation that Christ endured, and
learn from him how to meet and overcome all
temptation.

-

NOTES.—THE WILDERNESS. This waseither
the “ Quarantania,” a steep, barren mountain,
wild and tull ot caves, west of the Jordan tm(i
near Jericho, or it may have been east of the
Jordau, or possibly the desert of Binal in the
south. (See Ex. 54,2820, 1 Kln%x 19.8) The
former is more probaf)le. Tue DeviL, adver-
sary, accuser, Satan, the spiritual enemy of God
and man, and chiet of the fallen angels, 1t 18 not
snecessarily implied that he came in any visible
form, but, as he does to us, in the spirit, suggest-
g evil tuoughts 1n the mind. THE TEMPLE, at
Jerusalem, first buiit by Solomon about B. (.
1005, afterward several times destroyed ; rebult
the last tme in great splendor by Herod the
Greatas it was in Curist’s time’

EXPLANATIONS.

Lessoxn Torrcs.—(1.) TuE FIRST TEMPTA-
TION. (Il.) THE SECOND TEMPTATION. (l1l.)
Tag THIRD TEMPIATION.

1. THE FIRST TEMPTATION. (1-4.) THEN
Immediately after ns baptlsm ; LED TP (see
Mark 1:12), tmpelled, not by his own will, but
by the Holy Spirit; WILDERNESS, see Notes:
TO BE TEMPIED, oXplains tbe purpuse of his
being brought there—i1o be tried and tested;
FASTED, does not necessarilly mean thatne ate
nothing, TEMFIER—Le , Su¢an, who solicits (o
s1n ; HE SAID, saggested i s thoughts; com-
MAND, speak ; BREAD, to satisty his hanger ; 11
1s WRITTEN (Deut 8* 3). EVERY WORD, * woid”
doés noL stand ‘o the original It means that
man 1ves and 18 preserved by God's will, who
¢an use any means he c¢hooses, nnd ts uot [imit-
ed to bread.

11 1HA& SWCOND TEMPTATION: (57.)
TAKELN MIM UF, In spht ;#HOLY CTTY, Jerusa.

PreNACLE, iterally, ¢ wing;” also applied toa
pointed roof. No particular part of the templo
need be meant further than, perhaps, 1ts highest
point. Some think 1t meant Herod’s porch;
SAITH y v, 3) 3 LI 1S WRITIEN (Ps. 91: 11, 12);
WRIT AGAILN, (Deut. 6: 16) ; LORD THY GOD,
1 applying this to himself, Jesus clearly asserts
his divinity.

IJI. T THIRD TEMPTATION. (8-11.) EX-
CEEDING HIGH MOUNTAIN, this must again be by
suggestion or In imagnation, for no existing
mountain ecould be high enough to give a view of
« all the kingdoms of the worid ” No particular
mountain need theretore be meant; ALL THE

GLORY, riches, power, ete.; THESE THINGS,
kingdoms with their glory: WILL L GIVE, by
this the tempter reveals himself asthe * ruler
of this world,” but falsely so, and as an usurper
FALL DOWN AND WORSHIP, as an act of homage,
token of subjection to bim ; GET THEE HENCE,
* begone ,” an authoritative, imperative com-
mand; IT IS WRITTEN, (Deut, 6: 13, 11), Jesus
quotes 1t freely, not literallg- y LEAVETH HIM, for
the time (see Linke 4: 13); ANGELS, spiritual
messengers of God (EHeb. 1 14, Luke 22°'43);
MINISTERED UNTO HIM, perhagu‘s with tood, as
they did o Eljah (1 Kings 191 5-7.)

What in the lesson teaches us—

1. Tuat Christ had a true human nature ?

8. His divine strepgth ?

3. How to overcome temptation ?

4. That knowledge of Secripture can be
abused ?

5. The sin of presumption ?

6. The sin of ambition ?

7. The fatherly care of God ?

The Scene of the Temptation.—A tradition, sald
to be no older than the time of the Crusades,
fixes the scene of the temptation at a mountain
to the east of Jericho,* which from this encuin
stance has received the name of Quarantauia.
Naked and arid like a mpountain of malediction,
rising precipitously ‘from a scorched and desert
plain, and Jooking over the siuggist:, bitumitous
waters of the Sodomitic .sea,
sharp coutrast to the smiling softness of the
Mountain of Beatitudes and the limpid crysta) of
the Lake of tienuesaret, aagination has seenin
1t a fif place to be thie haunt of evil intluences—a
place where, in the lavguage of the prophets, the
owls dwell apd tbe satyrs dauce. And lere
Jesus, according to that graphic and pathetic
tonch ef the second evangelist, ** was with the
wild beasts.” — Farrar.

*Xarrar § statement is incorrect. Quarantania
Is neatly north-west from Jericho.—kd. Hond-

1879 AND 1880.

Ou Monday or Tuesday this number of
the NortHERN MEssENGER will be sent to

press.
Jandary 1880 and the returns of the pre-]
vious year are just to hand. That they
contgin good néwza\uall our readers know,
stull ‘they, will be surprised to learn thag
during 1879 the receipts for subseriptions to
the MESSENGER were $2,786 more than in
1878 a clear gain of thirty-three per cent. and
something over.
the news. A very large proportion of this

indications are that it will continue to in-
crease. If the increase of last month be
continued throughout the year the MESSEN-
aer would have more than ONE HUN-
DRED THOUSAND subsenbers at the end
of 1880 ; if the last year’s imcrease be continued
we will have SIXTY-FIVE THOUSAND
subscribers at that time. Now which shall
it be, the sixty-five or the one hundred
thousand subscribers?
circulation will be much larger than that of
any other paper in Canada; but with the
help of all our readers we might have the
larger number as well as not. Very many
of our friends have done nobly. Will not
all do likewise ?
—
MORE LETTERS.
A FATHER’S COMMENTS.

Dear Sir,—Enclosed please find $2.40
for eight subscriptions to the NORTHERN
MESSENGER for one year commencing with
the new year. We have found the Norra-
ERN MpssexcER Just the kind of paper to
elevate and instruct both young and old.
I take as niuch nterest in it as the boys do,
and they have been 50 . pleased with it the
past year that they got six new names.

JoEN WALKER.

Newfane, Nwgara. Co., Dec. 15th, 1879,

I think the NORTHERN MESSENGER an ex-
cellent paper ; that it fills a place no other
paper can, supplymg a really useful and
entertainng paper for boys and girls yet
cheap enough for the million.

La Fayerre NORRIS.

A BIG BOY SPRAKS.
I am aboy twelve years old, butif you

MrsseExeER and when I get one read I am |
impatient to get the next.
some subscriptions for the MessENGer but
got three for the Weekry Wrrness which

then, would I not make an ensig

EINGDOMS, as in & vision (see Luke 4 9):|amongst the ensigns of our volunteer regi-
ment.

list of new subscribers and renewals and the
money for them. This will be three years
I have taken your NORTHERN MESSENGER.
I think it’s just a splendid little paper for the
money.
could for you.
send them before New Year.
{qea.rs old and I always mean to take the

Very well done for a nine year old worker,
who has earned the oftice of lieutenant,
But there are many equally young who
have even exceeded this. We wish them all [

success.

tuas offering | jomiuond if I live I will takeit until 1976°

premium pleased me very much and I con-
sider myself will repaid for any exertion I
Hook : made to obtain subscribers. :

due time after date.

The time of writing is the third of|pleased with my prizes.
nicer than I anticipated. 2

Bt that is not the best.of their subscription terminates printed after

A TR i i b h _ | thename. '
gain was made in the last month and the present month will please have the remit-

In either case the |post-paid.

I tried to get

erhaps, will please you as well. Is not one
1TNEsS equal to two MESSENGERS. If so

JosEPHUS %'.oumsx.
Newcomb Malls, O.

Yes, and we have enrolled Josephus

Dear Sir,—Enclosed you will find my

I have got all the subscribers I
f I get any more I will

I am nine

ORTHERN M ESSENGER.
. HErMAN C. CLENDENEN. ®
Markhain, O. Dec. 15th, 1879.

Herman has sent us ten subscribers.

1 commenced to take the MESSENGER in

Hersirt C. Hows.
West Eaton N. Y. ;

————m

ABOUT PRIZES.
The easel album which I received as my

L. McMiLLAN.
Compbelltown, N, B.

The box of paints and Testament came in
I am very much
They are much

Rosein GARBUTT.
Wallacetown, O.

A prize list will be sent to any reader on
application to the MEssENGER Office. ?
I
i

NOTICE.
Subscribers to this paper will find the date

Those expiring at the end of the

tances mailed in time. =
—

TrHE Crue Rates for the “ MESSENGER”
when sent to one address, are as follows :—
1 copy, 30c ; 10 copies, $2.50 ; 25 copies, §6 ;
50 copies, $11.50; 100 copies, $22; 1,000
copies, $200. J. Dovaart & SoN, Publish-
ers, Montreal.

MonTrREAL DAty Wrrness, $3.00 a year,

MonrrEAL WeERLY Wrrsess, $1.10 a
year, post-paid. 25,
Joux Dovearn & Soy,
Publishers, Montreal, Q.
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SPECIAL NOTICES.

Eprps’ Cocos.—GRATEFUL AND COMFORT-
ING.—“By a thorough knowle(:ge of the
natural laws which govern the operations of
digestion and nutrition, and by a careful
application of the fine properties of well-
selected cocoa, Mr. Epps bhas provided our
breakfast tables with a delicately flavored
beverage which may save us many heavy
doctors’ bills. It is by the judicious use of
such articles of diet that a constitution may
gradually be built up until strong enough to
resist every tendency to disease. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around us
ready to attack wherever there is a ‘weak |

omt. We may escape many a fatal shaft
keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
blood and a properly nourished frame.”
Cunk Service Gazette.—Sold oyly in packets
labelled—* James EEps & Co., Homaopathic
Cbemnists, London, Eng.”
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The NORTHLERN MESSENGER 18 printed sad pubi
: ou tho 1st and 15th of eyery xl:):untu, atNos‘? “35'“(1:33

judge from my weight you will think e

MEAT, tood , LOCUSTS, are still oft.n eaten by
the pourer classes in the fast; JEKUSALZM,

i i Al o et - e

lem, talled hul_y beeause it had the temple

much older. 1 weigh 140 Ibs. I read the

87 Bonaventuie street, Montreal, by J

& Sox, vomposed ot Johnu Do E o":m;ex#’ uye:,li'
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