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to be solved by ecd of us for himself, and by mankind colic-
tively, on practical rather than philosophical grounds. Probably
no inan, when engaged i n high and inspiring action, ever for -a
moment doubted bis mnoral freedomn, or imagincd iself to, be
the mnerc organ of àt "csociological " lit-w. And the wvorId is now
once more entering upon a course of action of a high and inspiring
kind. A greater objeet of endeavour thait any mnere political
ernancipation or improveinent beg-in s to present itself to our view.
The politicail supports of the Papa.cy having been eut awtay by
the fait or desperate weakness of the old Catholie monarchies, on
which, since the Reforination, it lias rested, and the power of the
Popes hav'ing' longy ceaseci to be a spiritual pow'er, the greac pillars
of irra--tionaý-l dogma and the chief source of sehismnatical division
arnong the Christin Churches arc in a fair way of being removed;
and the re-union of Christendom, which for three centuries bas
been an emnpty and hopeless prayer, is likely aýt last to becorne
a practicable aiîm. Prlobably it would bc a greater service to
humanity, on philosophical as wvell as on religions grounds, to,
contribute the sinallest mite towards this consumniation, tlîan to
construet the most perfect demonstration of the frce personality of
mnan. As things are, rationalistie and fatalistie reveries may
be laboriously confuted; but amidst the energies and aspirations
of a reg-enerated Christendom, they would spontaneously pass
a way.

rrlîe rational objeet of discussion in this as in other depa.rtments
is to procluce practical conviction. Naines and theoretical state-
inents mnay take care of themise-,lves. The TVstminster Reviewi
says :-"c Anything whicli tends to deny to mnan tlue fullest power'
to develop bis own faculties, to control bis owvn life, and form bis
future, w~e are ready to condemn." If it wvil1 adhere to this decia-
ration in the natural sense of the words, there is notbing more to
be said, cxcept that if coi-nets Ilformed their own future"* they
would be rather embarrassing subjeets of "iscience."

A student and teacher of ilistor, however, is compelled to, deal
wvith a theory which), if true, would deeply affect the treatment of
his special subject.

We are in effect told with great vehemence of language, rising,
wvhen objections are offered, to a highly objurgatory key, that. the
free personality of mnan is an illusi9n; for that, feel as free as wve
inay, our actions, bothi individual and collective, are determined
by a law, or a set of laws, as fixed as those which determine the
phienomena of physical agents, and oi which wvhat we cail our
free-will is only the manifestation.
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