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l'îlE story of tiiose Ephiesianti disciples to whoxn this question
was proposed is at once interestingr and instructive. It shows tlîat
1lîeiî, as now, the truth had found its way into places w'here the

voice of the Christian preacher had not been heard. Proin whoni
thiese people learned what they knew of Cliristianitv we know
1104 but that they liad flot learned it froin any of the aposties or
:aniv of their co-labourers is evident. I naoteo n h
hndl been specîally trained and commissioned by the aposties had
iireached the (jospel to theni, they would have been more perfectly
instructed. And vet, without the ministry of such, they hatd
lQa.rned enough of Christ to induce themn to accept Hmmi as the
Messiah .and to becoine lis disciples. They had flot only taken
their place at His feet as learners, but, as the word imports, they
haid submitted themselves, to Ris discipline and governinent. Thev
%vere inembers of the Kingdoni of God, subjects of the Mediatorial
K ing.

And yet these people belonged to an inferior stage in the
<levelopment of the Kingdoin of God, tbey bad flot yet attained to
t lie full enjoymient of the privileges of the new dispensation, the
lispensation of euhe Gospel, whicii is the dispensation of the Holy
Spirit. The doctrine of the Spirit was unknown to them. They'
hadf not so mnuch as heard that timere iraz any lloly Spirit, or, as it
is iii the llevised Version, dropping out the italicised word whicm
tihe revisionists have supplied, but the equivalemît of which is flot
ini the Greek tcxt, "-We have flot so mnuch as heard th-at the loîr
(.; hiost iras." IEvidetitly, so, far as they were concerned, the evolu.
l-ion 0f the doctrine of thie Trinity ivas flot compijlete. They knew
the Fatiier and the Son, but the fact of the iIoly Spil-it bcing one
o>f thie persons of the Godhead, co-essential with these, -%vas a truth
wiceh had not vet hecen apprehien<Id hy theni. They had passcd
h<*vond the .Jewish dispensation, but they hiad liot reached tlie
Christian; they were yct in the coinpound intermediate dispensa-
tiomi of Johin; and their apprehie.nsion of the truth rose nio ighrler
than that stage of development.

And as their knowied.,çe was defective so ivas their experience.
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