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Bre. Sir Charles Warren ana the
-£ev. Bro. A. F. A. Woodford, 14. A.,
zecently intimated that traces cg an-
aient Phonician influence miglit be
discernedin Freemasonry. We'think
lte suggestion eau be abundantly
p)roved to be rvell-founded, and we
invite our resders' attention te what
we conceive to be evidence iu support

f bisi belief.
The traditions ana lectures of the

craft allege the existence of Freema-
sonry smnce the earliest ages of the
world, but expressly refer to, the
«building of King Solomon's Temple
no a remarkable event in fraternal
acliievement. We have been of the
number of those who attribute the
origin of Masonry tu Selemon, mudoh
leas to any other personage at a later
day. We-credit toc highly the ]3ibli.
cal statements and our Ma8onic tradi-
tions in titis regard. Soloen said
Ue Hiram, King of Tyre (1 Rings v.
16)b "'Thou, knowest that there is not
among us any that have ekili te, hew
timber like unte, the Sidonians."
This was trie, ana the Jews, -who
vere aise unskilled l ite working of
ietals ana atone, withont the aid of
lte sidonians or Tyrians, could never
baLve built Solomon's Temple. Now
who ware these foreign craftsmen?
They were Phoenicians. And who
vexé bte Phoenicians? They were,
according tu Sir William Betharn and
other soholars, "'the shrewdest ana
incat aoute of inankind, skilled iun
science, literature, and art,". the in-
vontors of the alphabet, of bte art of
aiavigation and of the science of
setronomy. Pomponius relates that
Phoeniciau navigators sailed the fies
-of Solomon to Ophir (Arabia) and
Tarshish (Spain.) Italy was their
firat great co1exny, their monuments
being fend to-day in Etruria, and
they sailed te soas- ever, settled
'Cyprus, sicily and Sardinia, pane-
trated toail te coasts of bte Medi-

terranean, feunded utica and Carth-

ape in Africa, an& Cadiz, in Spain-r
.passed'beyondthe' Piilars of Herculeb,
at Gibraltar, ana colenized Great
Britain ana Ireland. As builders,
they Were famous for their (Jyclopoan
architecture, of wliich tere are, re-
mains in Etruria and elsewhere. ThiE<
was the character of bte Ioundationa
of Solemôn's Temple : "'The founda-
tien was of costly atones, even great,
atones, atones of ton cubits (fi fteeu
feet) and eight cubits" (twelve ioot).
(1 Kings -vii. 10). King Hiram's
<Jyclopean buildera laid those foundaa-
tiens.

Among the Phoenicians were two-
classes of mon gathered into -secret,
societies ahin te, Freemasonry, viz.,.
thé flionysian Architeets, and the
Gabiri. The former were a fraternity
of builders in Asia.Minor, linked by
the secret ties of bte Dionysian Mys-
teries. The latter were sometirnes.
atyled "Sons of Vulcan," from thefr
Iroflcieacy in the art of motallurgy-
The Phcnnicians or Tyrlans wore net
idolaters. Mr. George Rawlinson
says, "1they did net wôrship images.
In the temple of Meikartit, at Gades
(Cadiz), there was ne material em-
blem, cf the Ged at ail, 'with the ex-
ception cf an ever burning fire." So
Betham tells us, concerning the
Cabiri, titat titey taught in their Mys-
tories "Lte unity of the godhead,"
ana they had "certain symbois an&.
aigus by whioh they Were known te-
each, other and hel4 togethor." The
Cabiri were philosophers, builders,.
minera, and. navigators, and "sepecu-
latives as well as operativos." ,,The
account given cf their Mysteries of'
Samethtrace, by Diodorus Siculus, i&
what bte Freemasons stili say of
theoelves, and have aIways assert-
ed." Thte literary fragment knowîa
as ciSanchenathon," compile by
Philo in the second century, informa
us that the Phoeniciau priesta cf the
Mysterios alegorized ail the dia-
coveries of learning, and tanght.
alpitabetical writing, which bte iii-
atod contemplated with wender anclIawe, aud aise the use cf te mariuer's


