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Tho address was hghly practical, and gave rise tu an interesting | of fuud and a producer, of strength. This clused the pruceedings
discussion, which indicated that Mr. Spence spuke the views of his | of the general convention,

follow-teacliors gonerally,. Ho cautioned teachers against endeav-
oring by means of physical exercises to recuperato exhausted mental
energy, He wouls like to have the vacation poriud fixed at a time

PUBLIC S8CHOOL SECTION.
In this section the chief topics of discussion were (1) Public ox-

when there was no farm-work tu be dune, for Jhildren should have jaminativns,” which was introduced by Mr. Richard Lowis, of Turonto,

a rest as well as the teachors,

With roference to “‘cramming ™ he  (2) the grantiug of higher cortificates as the result of successful

thought the aim should be tv shurten the hours, nut lessen the in-, teaching, introduced by Mr. S, McAllister of Turonto, (3; the now

tensity of the apphicauun to worn.
shuuld be the rule in all primary classes,

Short lessuns ond lung intervals | public schuul programme, which crume up in connection with the ro
Two hours a Gay was | purt of & committee appuinted tu consider it, and (4) the demand

enouga time for pupils m the first buvk , this increased by half an made on_ teachers for information by tho Bureau of Industries.
hour a day for each divisivn would bring the schoul time to what it , The upinion of the section was unfavorable to the cunversion of

is naw for the junior fifth-class pupils uf say 13 years of age.

Out- " public examinations into mere exhibitions and a motion in that

side Buporvision was uno of the most important duties of the tuacher. | sense was carried. Aftera good deal of discussion a motion was
Ho luvked upun schouls and teachors a3 necessary ovils, since they | carried in favor of risinga_teacher's cortificato one grade by ex-
were used for duing work which properly devolved upon the parent. | amination after five years of successful teaching and another grade

He objected tu the impusition of wurk by way of

and McHenry, was appuinted to frame a suitable resolution of cun-
dolence un the death of the late Dr. Ryersun, and to furward it to
the family of the deceased.

G. W. Ross, M. P, gave an admirable address on the eubject,
‘“ How to make teachers’ associations more useful.” He .advo-
cated the holding of township institates, and of longer sessivns of
the wider assaciations which should be held once a year. The pro-
gramme of these meotings should be comprehensive and practical,
and subjects outside of the teacher’s immediate work should occa-
sionally be selected. Subjects should be allotted vuly to those wio
consented tv take them up, and then tho engagement snould be
strictly kept. Ho would intruduce the Cnited States institute plan
of having tho subject introduced amidst & running five of questivng
from members by means of which all would be drawn into the dis-
cussion. He would like to have the attendance of the teachers
made cumpulsury, and concluded by expressing his high appreciation
of the association as a means of self-improiemont amongst the
teachers,

Anaddress wasdeliveredduringthoeveningbyJ. A. McCabe, LL. D.
principal of the Ottawa nurmal school, un *‘The Schoolmaster
abroad.” After referring tv some general principles connected with
educativn, he cutrastod the use mado of text-buuks in former days
with the use made of them now. A text-book he defined to be an
artificial reservoir—often an empty and muddy one- of facts. He
advocated tho phunetic method in teaching reading. The best
teachers should be placed in charge of the lower divisions in a
school, as:the great work of the teacher was to create a thirst for
knowledge, and train the pupils to habits of observation.

Tho repurt of the cumnuittee aﬁpuintcd to cunsider the suggestivns
in the President’s address was then submitted and adupted. The
most important part is as fullows .—*“In view of the very great wvils
which scem to have resulted in the United States and uther coun-
tries from the introductivn of pulitics into educational matters,
your committee trusts that all true frisnds of vur schoul system will
unite in discountu.ancing every influence tending in that direction.
The number of scl.ools opening with religious exercises i3 happily
on the increase, and your Committee is of the opinion that it is de-
sirablo that a suitable selectisn of Scripture lessons should be incor-
porated in our Readers, and that the sentiments of the President’s
address are strongly endorsed ; that any one who cannot reverently,
humbly, and lovingly read the Scriptures is not fit for a teacher.”

The afternoon of the third day was taken up with an address of a
general character from Dr. Goldwin Smith, and a paper by Professor
M. McVicar on ‘‘Inductive and deductive methods in education.”
Dr. Smithafter a briefreference to educativnal matters in England,
and to the university and public library questions in Canada,
expressed  the opinion that perfect liberty of action to the people of
each locality was the best solution of -the difficulty about the mtro-
duction of the Bible into the schools. He did not favor the
re-establishment of the Council of Public Instruction as an adminis-
trative body, but thou%ht some such body would serve a useful pur-
pose in other ways. Professor McVicar’s paper was a thoughtful
and suggestive one, but it was at the same time-unsuitable for being
intelligontly summarised.

In the ovening DMr. W. H. Howland gave an address on‘‘ Tem-

erance in the public achools.” Ho stated that in Toronto an
incredible number of youths were learning drinking habits. “In
England’ they had school-books on temperance which taught that
alcohol was a poizon and a producer of disease instead of an article

uuishment, and | after threo years more. A good deal of duubt was expressed as to

advocated the substitation of gymmastic drill for tho short recesses. | the expedioncy of allowin
On the afternvun of the seccund day a cummitteo, consisting of | to remain with parents anﬁ

Messrs, Fotheringham, Johuston (Bellowille), Millar, Alexander, | tur and this view vas finally adopted by resulution,

80 much control uver subjects of study
trustees without an appeal to the inspee-
The wurk re-
quired by the circulars of the Bureaa of Industries was regarded in
tﬁ\e light of a hardship in view of the already small salaries and
hard wvork of the teacher.

INSPECTORS’ SECTION.

In this sectivn after some discussion and the recoption of a com-
mittee report on the subject a resolution was passed in favor of
making promotion examinations general with a caveat against mak-
ing success at these oxaminations the great aim of school-work, It
was also resalved, after discussion, that it would be better to have
reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling, grammar, composition, and
gevgraphy made cumpulsory in the prugramme.  The cummittes on
teachers’ assuciations reported that in order to a full and regular
attendance at the asscciations they recummend that the pro-
gramme be made eminently practical and interesting. That inspec-
turs should use cvery suitable uppurtunity in meeting with trustees
or teachers tu impress the usefulness of the meetings on thoss who
attend hem, and urge on the teachers the duty to themselves and
their protession in respect of their contributing tv the work at the
meetings. That some means should be adopted to bring the absence
of the teachers from the regular mneetings of the assuciation to the
knowledge of tlicis trustees.  That periodicals or buoks shuuld be
supplied to the members in whole or in part frum the funds of the
association. That in counties where a central point is not easily
reached, a general county convention should bhe held oncea year,
and a J- cal association in each township in the uther half year; that
in regard to the prugramme the non-professional part should be
subordinated to the professional. It is desirable that classes of
pupils frum the schuuls be brought tv the meeting for the purpuse of
practical illustrations of methods of teaching. Where it is impac.
ticable to bring pupils to the place of the meeting it is a goud alter-
native to form classes uf the teachers in attendance. The assocation
should provido means of assisting members in their individual® dif-
ficulties by opening a question drawer. The interest seems to be
best maintained in this feature of the prugramme, whero guestions
aro admitted up to the end of the first day of the convention, and
answered at a certain time on the second day.

The following resolution was adopted:—That in the opinion of
this Section it is advisable that the professional examination of
third-class teachers be uniform throughout the Province, and that
the papers be prepared by-a committee of public school inspectors.

HIGH SCHOOL £3CTION,

A resolution was carried in this section looking to the hclding of
the intermediate and Tniversity Examinations at different dates so
as to enablo pupils to tryvo passhoth. A motion by J. Millar M. A.
calling the attention of Toronte Tniversity Senate to the desirability
of admitting male candidates to thelucal examinations was left over
till next year. Steps were taken to ask the University Scnate to
issue more specific instructions as to the junior and senior matri-
culation examinativns, with. regard to the manner in which the

apers aro to be sot and the values assigned. A paper was read by
Ié. H. Robinson M. A., of-Whitby on che intermediate.examination.
e traced its history from its institution in 1875 and its influence
on high school education to the presgnt tume. He noxt discussed
the effects of the changé made by the new regulations which were
summed up as follows :— _

1 It wiﬁ probably lessen the pressure of work both upon teachers
and pupils,



