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TAILURE OF THE POTATOR
CROP.

The potatos erop has reccived great
damage, from a discase hitherto almost
unknown tn this couniry, previous to the
prosent season, which 1s called dry rot
#n tho United States and cur/ in England.
It iy known from the leaves of the atem
beconung shrivelied, when the roots are
fcund in a state of parual decay, and
finally turn rotten.  Considerable specu-
fation has ariscn among the farmers to
discover 13 otigin and cure, and wo have
yet to learn to what malady it 1sto bs pg-
siwvoly attributed, or how 1t 1s to be fully
remedied.  Among  the various theorias
spon thisdisease that have been published,
we shall mention a few, which to usap-)
pear the mos} seensible.  Mony aseribo
the failure of the potatoo crop to the frost,
ghat the tubers are not, propagated suffi-
eonlly frequent frop the small seeds i
which grow upon tho haulm, others, that
the tubers for seed should be frequenlly!
taken from land which has been lately !
clearad Irom the forest; and g writer in
the English Agricultural Tazetts, while
trcating npon the subject, slates that,
s the main point to be attended to for 1n-
puring a good crop must, of necessity, !
bo the having gaod and properly saved
seed. My method is this ;— At the usual
peason for rgising the pojatoes, ] cauge
them to be ploughed or dug up, apd the

quantity 1 reserve fur seed is strewed
thinly on the surfuce of the ground, in

pny shady place. Here § suffer them to
remain exposed to tho varied infuences
of the atmosphere, untl they become
nuite green, and the texture of the pora-
toe perfuctly fjrm, which will common]y
be in about threc wecks; during this
time they require turming occasionally.
I pay no regard as to whether the tubers
bo ripe or unripe when they arc taken pp,
as I consider that the above treatment is
an efficicnt method of ripening or har-
vesting the seed. When they are per-
fectly fit to siore, I put them 1n a cool,
dry place. covering them with plenty of
clean straw, and here they ramain till the
time for planting arrjves.”? '
Another correspondent in the syme va-
luable paper, in summing up the influen-
ecs that have a bearing upon this difient
subject, offers tho following suggestions :
‘Thoroughly pulverising the land, by re-
peated plovghing and'harrowjngs ; never
use unripo tubers fir sced; nevor pit
sced potatees, ifit can beavoided 5 pever
cut them, if it is possible 1o obtain me.
fhumssized ones; make the drills much
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wider apart from each other, and deeper
than 18 generally practised; use well
fermented barn-yard manure, employ the
horso-hoe and plough as little as possible
afier the plants have mado their appoar-
ance above ground ; andromove all flow-
crs as soon a8 thoy make their appear-
ence. II the foregoing remarks should
not prove to affurd much light upon the
matter, it may, at ieast, elicit enquiry
from those whg have raceived njury to
their potatoe crops. Obtainingseed from
now land, and the jntioduction of new
vayictios, and also preserving tho seed
a3 recommonded above, are considera-
tions worthy of a fair trial.  When po-
tatoeg are affected with this disease, they
arc unfit for the uyse of eithor man of
buast,
——'o-—
THE CULTIVATOR GIVEN

AS PREMIUMz.
We have observed with much plea-

sure, that a number of the Agricultural
Societies have advertised that the third
prize of each class shall be a volume of
tho British American Culiivaior, and
this, too, in addition to the copy supphed
t> each member, in accordance with the
scheme published in the December num-
bor, which, we are happy to add, is being
pretty generally adopted in Western Ca-
nada. It 1s certainly gratfying to ob-
servs the growing interest that is taken
by all classes in relation to the circulatijon
of our journal ; and in no instance have
we been more highly flattered than in
that of having oar work awarded asa
reward for menit, to those of our brother
farmers who may be successful compe-
titors at either the local of general shows.
As this nobje exampls hes been so wisely
and liberally begus, we trust that it may
be generally adopted thoyghout the entire
Province, which would not only =ncou-
rage ys fo persevere in the cause, but
woyld Le of incaleulable benefit to every
institution that adopls it, and also to the
successful competitor who received it It
any practical farmer would carcfully
rcud and practice all the uselul sugges-
tious in a single volume of the Cultzva-
tor, e would receive a greater amount of
benefit than if the whole of the funds of
the richest Agricultural Society in the
Province were given him. This being
the case, the Socictics that have been
foremost in the adaption of this principle
deserve great eredit, and wo doubt not
but that their exerijons to advance the
cnuse of agrjculipral improvement will be
duly appreciated by the agricultunists in
g neral in their respectiye localities.
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AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS
INTHE WESTERN DISTRICT.
Wo are highly Jelighted at tho manner

in which, the farmere in tho Western Dis-
trict havo at last como out, in favour of a
general movement, for impgoving theiwr
Agocalture.® This district, first on the
list a« regards iis natural resources,
could scarcely boast of having a singlo
Association for tho encouragemeut of
Agricultural improvemeat twelve mouthy
ago: but wo are happy to say, that,
through the exertions and nfluence, of g
fow spirited individuals, there are at pro
sent at least four established ; and we have
reason to believe, from information ro-
ceived frqm n private corpespopdent, that,
in the course gf the coming aytumn and
win.or, an attompt will be made to estab-
lish Townshjp Socistics, throughout the
District, upon the plan adopted ingho
Homs District. e have no desire tg
seo oae District advance faster than ano-
ther in Agricultural improvoment ; but,
ns the one undet notice consists of thap
extreme Western portion ol the Proviuce
which is susceptable of a higlr degreo of
cultivation, and as it has advantages i
climate and richness of soil which are
scarcely equalled by any other District
in Canada, we would, at least, wish tq
seo it improve, by artificial means, in
ratio with other portions of the country.

In an ably-written Editarial article, ig
a latg number of the Western Express,
the Editor has, in a most lucid manner,
pointed out to his Agrncultural veaders,
the advantages that would accrue wero
TowxNsHIP AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES es-
tablished in each ‘Township in the Wes-
tern District.  When Edijtors of politica)
papers, Honourable members of the Lo-
gislative Council and House of Assembly,
Officers of the British Army, Lawyers,
Doctors, and Merchants enlist their influv
ence and means 1n the cavse of Agricul.
tural improvement, as has been the casg
within a very late period in the counties
of Kent and Esspx, we would cry sharo
to the fariner who would bo indifferent in
these matters.

Withgutadding another remark further
than our best wishes for the success of
the several infant Agricultural associa-
tions established in the above two coun-
ties, we Yeg to subjojn the following let-
ter, upon  h~ sa...3 subject;—

mborstburg, 43k July 1844,

8ir,~You wiﬂ. no doulg, o m’{wh' gratified
to find that we are awakening from a gtato of
lethargy i tho * Ear Wesgt,'” and that a Union
Township Agreulinral Society, of he Town-
ships of Malden and Anderden, hus been formed,
which from the support already tendered, bids
fuir forbegoming & Socioty of some importance,
indeed, when such men ‘as the commandant of
the Western Frontier, the Assistant Commis-
sary General at this post, tho Hon. James Gor-
den, Jagues Dougal Esq., &e. &e. &e., came
forward an such an occasion, and tender thejr
aid snd influcoce, it dves them wuch credn! 29



