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At present the "assessment work" re-
In by the Provincial Government before giv-

a title to a claim is in many cases thrown
t The owners dig a few holes every year, the
to~ being t comply. with the law rather than
th delop the mine. They expect returns, not from

tla L lopment wo but from the sale of the
theýre toome one with capital. With co-operation

r.wuI(l be less waste labour, and, although
a Ig Iliners would lose the remote chance of

ayrtulle tliroighi a successful find, they would
larg a better chance of participating in the
the e profits of a paying mine. The writer shows
retx antages of co-operative work by the census

- s dealing with the Mornon colony in Utah.
Ya erage population of 112,000 has in forty
0Wn 5PeCnt $542,000,000 on improvements. They
i ~ 'lety-ive per cent. of the land on which they

has atd are absolutely free from debt. During the
fr foty years thev -ve realized $500 annually
ti "eh working member of the colony, in addi-

lVat the cost of family maintenance. The ad
o s of co-operation do not need proof. Its

prigPtion must minimize the waste in any enter-
gej liBt it will not miake amuends for misiali-

çf Pt Or a lack of business ability. Of all lines
PtePdutie work, mining, witih its inevitable un-

tà th 1te, seemîs to present the greatest obstacles
it taen essfiul application of the principle. If

t adopted and carried to a successful issue
4llg je'flean1 hie inauguration of a new era in min-

' el opmnent.
eu 1 .foregoing is a very fair présentment of the

ls which are supposed to be in the way of
tt q1 urating a svstem of co-operative mining, and
at' ays as well an honest appreciation of the ad-

it tes to tie commiunity on hie assunption that
P+ (d be brouglt about. I cannot, therefore, find

fault with the temper of the remarks as _a
1 ditor of the <oW, however, is no doubt in-

op L y an aspect of miuing with whieh eastern
ee anre familiar, and that is the element of
4r tIon, wvhich is miost prominent in thterininds

q:r Oe farthest removed from tie actual mining
et Ofls. A perulsal of mining company pros-

es, and the familiar appearance of six and
t gures5 in which flie capitalization is repre-

1at naturall leads to the impression that
lt of nonev are necessary to the develop-t and Operation of mines in every case; and
* ~lOreover working miners are averse through

the unfiltness and inclination to co-operate on
Ç1 sug.ested in my two previous articles in

I Reord. previon
en -deas are, to a large extent, erroneous.

trin the great majority of cases non-assess-

i4et, stock, which is reserved for develop-
y sold at from five to ten cents per share itt e ti
tUt estimate how very little after all goes

Sil Il ining operations and that little largely
St PY labour. From one-hîalf to nine-tenths oft %toek 1 solely a speculative margin and does

.este luent actual capital at all. I mean capital
W ' lt inthe mine itself, to pay a dividenq upon

sr<sources are undulv taxed.
l'lion dollars is a very large capitalization
th ne to start with. One-tenth of that,
a _ll hat is supposed to be paid in it in the

ordinary way of linancing companies, gives $100,
000, w hich, if it be all that is required to develop
and operate the mine, is the real capital. Now, a
profit that would pay a dividend of ten per cent,
ou the nominal capital of $1,000,000 would give a
(ividend on the real capital, $100,000, of
one hundred per cent. There is nothing
which could show more plainly the busi
ness, not to speak of the sentimental rea-
sons for operating mines on an honest, unwatered,
dollar-for-dollar basis, or the splendid returns there
would be to labour in the co-operative form.

Again, the Globe is mistaken as to the attitude of
the mining community. If he will go int> the Slo-
can district, in particular, lie will find the senti-
ment of the miners opposed, and decidedly so, to
the importation of foreign capital, and, clearly and
unmistakably in favour of doing the work them-
selves. They will tell him to his face that thev can
get along with greater advantage to the individual
miner andte the communit v withliout it. The fact
is incontrovertible that the biggest and best paying
mine in British Columbia paid for itself fron the
start, and there are a number of other mines work-
ing on the same lines in that district. He will find,
too, that the miners are about as clear-headed and
business-like a lot of men as he ever met. It is a
mistake to underrate either their intelligence or
their capacity.

of course the conditions in the Slocan are iore
favourable Io development th1an in Trail, but it -s
a question rather of degree thlan otherwise. Inves-
tigation will show that the demand for capital
comes not so much from the miiners as froi those,
who are not miners. The danger to be feared is not
in frighîtening away capital, but in causing such an
inflow as to (first) demoralize industry by creating
an unhealthy inflation, and (second) to place the
control of the industry in the lands of outside (api-
talists by which the profits of the industry go out
of the country in the form of dividends and in-
terest.

The Globe, as will be observed, sees another dii-
culty, which is more sentimental than rea'l, anîd
that is in the risk involved to labouring men in, put-
ting up their labour, which is their «ili, for a terni
of months or a year on the prospects of iines. \
familiarity with the ways of mining life would dis-
pel fears as to risks and uncertainty in a minlingcamp as bo* groundless and unnueessary. Work-
ing miners earn little more than a livelihood in any
case, and out of the thousand cf prospectors wlho
spend years of their life in the riskiest and most
uncertain, and an extremely toilsome pursuit of
wealth, about one out Of fifty makes a "strike."
The chances for co-operation on the basis I have
suggested are about ten to one in favour of success
as compared with the traditional ways of mining
as at present followed.

It will be readily admitted, as intimated by the
Globe, that "a process of education" is required, but
if half the effort and money had been spent by the
press, private individuals, corporate institutions
and governments in educating the miner and la-
Iourer to the advantages of co-operation that is
spent in educating and inducing the capitalist 1o
invest, it would have been possible long ago. We'
have been years in British Columbia endeavouring
to bring about by strenuous appeels to moneyed


