dr;
dw
wn At present the ‘assessment work” re-

Uipa g
?ng“:dtby the Jc’ruvi.uci;t'l Government before giv:
way itle to a claim is in many cases thrown
Ubjeci b“_lt‘ owners dig a few holes every year, the
¢ing to comply with the law rather than
the &velop the mine. They expect returns, not from
Clyj “Velopment work, but from the sale of the
th@re 0' some one with capital.  With co-operation
Workin\f"“].d be less waste labour, and, although
4 ort £ miners would lose the remote chance of
hay Une through a successful find, they would
la"ge 2 better chance of participating in  the
the', Profits of a paying mine. The writer shows
Petu[‘nvanlzigus of co-operative work by the census
An avs d(*almg with the Mormon colony in Utah.
Yeapg Crage population of 112,000 has in forty
Owp . Sbent $542,000,000 on improvements. They
liV(z Hln“ty-ﬁv(e per cent. of the land on which they
Das{ and gre absolutely free from d()bﬁ. During the
top _OTty yeurs they ..ave realized $500 annually
tioneach working member of the colony, in addi-
"ahtao the cost of family maintenance. The ad
g, ,5¢8 of co-operation do not nced proof. Its
Dris(\ 10n mugt minimize the waste in any enter-
agen;e But it will not make amends for misn‘mn-
of DI'ogt or i lack of business ability. Of all lines
Gty GCtive work, mining, with itx incvitable un-
to tics, seems to present the greatest obstacles
it tane Successful application of the principle.  If
1t wil) be adopted and carried to a successful issue
Ny gooncan the inauguration of a new era in min-
The ‘felopnwnf.
fllﬂicu]tpr("gomg is a very fair présentment of the
}nau u 13&: which are supposed to be in the way of
t di'splrallng a system of co-operative mining, and
}'anta 2’)’8 as well an honest appreciation of the ad-
it Coyj 8 to the community on the assumption that

Se"ion ¢ brought about. I cannot, therefore, find
wholes fault with the temper of the remarks as =

ﬂueglﬁgedltor of the Globe, however, is no doubt in-
Deoplg _ DY an aspect of mining with which eastern
“Degu _are familiar, and that is the element of
Of 41 AHon, which is most prominent in theminds
QDepat?e farthest removed from the actual mining
Ons. A perusal of mining company pros-
and the familiar appearance of six and
Seq 8ures in which the capitalization is repre-
n 'éulxgl} urally leads to the impression that
thent and& of MOney are necessary to the develop-
bat’ or Oberation of mines in every case; and
tl‘l‘%i 85 Cover, working miners are averse through
e I o Unfitness and inclination to caoperate on
€ 3 Sugueested in my two previous articles in
Ming Record,
illld“as are, to a large extent, erronecous.
N Peas“m’ great IIl‘il.]Ol'lj[y of cases NON-assess-
ise'lt, B ury stock, which is regerved for develop-
fag 80ld at from five to ten cents per share it
Aot to estimate how very little after all goes
t llpp]y Illjmi“k' operations and that little largely
Ilqe Stock ‘abour. From one-half to nine-tenths of
it 18 solely a speculative margin and does
| ‘Nt actual capital at all. 1 mean capital
iey, ., 0 the mine itself, to pay a dividend upon
to() o r“ Fesources are unduly faxed.
Wl:‘ anvﬂll":}(m dollars is a very large capitalization
' lch‘is Ine to start with. One-tenth of that,
all that jg supposed to be paid in it in the
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ordinary way of financing companies, gives $100,
000, which, if it be all that is required to dcvclop
and operate the mine, is the real capital. Now, a
profit that would pay a dividend of ten per cent,
ou the nominal capital of $1,000,000 would give 4

dividend on the real capital, $100,000, of
onc¢  hundred per cent. There  is  nothing
which  could show more plainly the busi
ness, mnot to speak of the sentimental rea-

sons for operating mines on an honest, unwatered,
dollar-for-dollar basis, or the splendid returns there
would be to labour in the co-operative form.

Again, the Globe is mistaken as to the attitude of
the mining community. 1f he will go iut, the Slo-
can district, in particular, he will find the senti-
ment of the miners opposed, and decidedly so, to
the importation of foreign capital, and, clearly and
unmistakably in favour of doing the work them-
selves. They will tell him to his face that theyv can
get along with greater advantage to the individual
miner and to the community without it. The faet
is incontrovertible that the biggest and best paying
mine in British Columbia paid for itself from the
start, and there are a number of other mines work.
ing on the sume lines in that district. He will find,
too, that the miners are about as clear-headed and
business-like a lot of men as he ever met. It jg
mistake to underrate either their intelligence op
their capacity.

Of course the conditions in the Slocan are more
favourable to development than in Trail, but it iy
a question rather of degree than otherwise. Inves.
tigation will show that the demand for capital
comes not so much from the miners as from those
who are not miners. The danger to be feared is not
in frightening away capital, but in causing such an
inflow as to (first) demoralize industry by creating
an unhealthy inflation, and (second) to place the
control of the industry in the hands of outside capi-
talists by which the profits of the industry go out
of the country in the form of dividends and in-
terest.

The Globe, as will be observed, sees another dify.
culty, which is more sentimental than real, juq
that is in the risk involved to labouring men ip put-
ting up their labour, which is their all| for 4 {orm
of months or a year on the prospects of miney \
familiarity with the ways of mining life would gis.
pel fears as to risks ard uncertainty in o minin'g;
camp as bogh groundless and unnceessary. Work-
ing miners earn little more than g live]ihm;d in any
case, and out of the thousands of prospectors who
spend years of their life in the riskiest and most
uncertain, and an extremely  toilgome pursuit of
wealth, about one out of fifty makes a “ strike.”
The chances for co-operation on the basis I have
suggested are about ten to one in favour of suceess
as compared with the traditional ways of mining
as at present folowed.

It will be readily admitted, as intimated by the
Globe, that “a process of education” is required, but
if half the effort and money had been spent by the
press, private individuals, corporate institutions
and governments in educating the miner and la-
bourer to the advantages of co-operation that 18
spent in educating and inducing the capitalist 1o
invest, it would have heen possible long ago. We
have been years in British Columbia endeavouring
to bring about by strenuous appeals to moneyed



