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the avenaee of enjoyment ofened up to them which

edacation  presents, would not hase so casily '
fulicn into the debased and grovelling habits which

have juined them-elves and tieir famlies.  But in |
anvtvber Tespeet tou the diffusion of cducation must
exercise @ most important anterest throughout the
countiy. Welive in tunes when the wndeney is to
adulusion througliout themasses, of a greater amount
of political privilege than has hitherto been usual.
The tinies exist when the magority of the people must
ceavrciae political privileges, [Applause.] and if so,
of what imwmense iwpurtance is it that the masses
should e edavated—tlat they should be placed in
guch a p si fon that they sbould hnow theis indepen-
dence and understand their rights—that they should
possess that power which education can alone give
of protecting themselves against religious and poli-
tical smpostors. The learned Clief Justice has re-
ferred to the advantages which we enjoy under vur
form of govcenment. Of what cousequence that the
peuple sould be able to show that they maintain their
allegiance to the British Crown, and their adherence to
the limited monarehy under which we at present live,
pot through any antiquated prejudeces, but because
with the chotee of anvthier form of guvernment on the
opposite side—and I underrate not the advantages of
that system, tor there aie many  things we might
safely lmntate—but fiom the conviction that under
a lmuted menarchy sueh as that of Bugland, they
can cnjoy all real advantages and all real indi-
vidual Liberty for themselves and for theie children,
that under it ihiey can have happiness liere, and the
means and oppoctanity of piepaning themselves for
happuness heteafter,  (Great applause.)  So far as be
had ~poken, (he said, ) he had 1eferred to the diffusion
of intellectual and moral education.  There is one
important element which he w wld Lriefly notice, with
reference to rehgious edveaton.  1lis Lovdship the
Chiet Justice touched upon it slightly and delicately,
and with that caution which the delicacy o the sub-
jecetrequived, and that shall which clasacterizes every-
thing which falls from that learned gentleman.  (Ap-
plause.)  In referrmg to the subje t, he (Dr. MeCauiy
had no hesitation i expressing his opinion that one
ot th+ features connected with the Normal School
which he most admired was, that v rovision is made

for relizious instiaction. | Appiause.] The diﬁicul-‘
ties of this question arize from the diversity of upinion §
inthe Provinee on such subjects. e had ever found

that the man who nest conscientiously held his own |
opimons will yield the most readily to the conscien-

tons scruaples of lus neigbbour. and no nan is more I
likely to ofi ‘nd his neighbour than the waan who does §
not bold ois opintons conscientiously,  How, then, m
such circumstances, 1s religivus education to be con-
duncted? Not by the oniission of religious teaching.
Some persons believe that no system of education
ought to prevail in which the petsons who carry
it on do not communicate religious instruction.
Others believe that secular education might be com-
municated by one party, and that rebigious instruc-
tion shiould be given by others whose province it
is to communicate such instruction. Onc pomt
is of consequence, and he thought it is often lost
sight of —that is, 1n whatever way this is to he
accomplished, whether the religious mstruction is to
be given by the same persuns who teach the secu-
lar subjects ov not, there is no parly whatever,
whose opinion is wotth his.ening to, that does not be-
lieve that rehigrons instruction is indispensable in
some way. There may be some that press one view,

some the other view, but we have not yet, thank God! {
reached the point of dispensing with religious in-
struction; and se thought it of tae greatest impor-

tance that this scheme is based on the union of reii-

gious with secular education. When he consudered

the advances already made in Cummon Sclivol educa
tivn in this Proviney, and the nuniber of compuetent
teachess sent vut trom the Nutmal Schodly he could
not but feel that there was a pruspect of the tealization
of that hope he bad Lmg cutertained, that thee vet
weuld be aituned in this Tiovinee what bie 1o garded
as pedfection i the system of pubiic edacation uader
public ¢rants, He conceived that means woald bo
provided by the public funds to enable the successiul
but indigent scholar to pass through the successive
stages of education, unul he reached s prolession,
aud there develuped the abistics God has given him.
(Great applause.)  That he conccised to be the per-
tecton of national  education — that wuich places
the humblest man, inso far as his chiidien is con-
cerned, 1 a positiva equal to that of the mau of the
greatest means,  They all knew many wlo have
sprung fiom that class, who have done nonvw to Eug-
land. and Le dvabted not that ere lus vwu cacer 18
closed, he would sie many giace tie highest stations
w the Province who lave been ouiginally cducated
at the Comimun >chools by the public funds—who
have proceeded from the Common School, where they
received free education, to the Grammar Schowl, and
from that to the Uinvesity, where, by meauns ot the
scholarships provided by that Institation, they might
quabfy themselves for a succossful pioiessioual ca-

j reery and by their own ability and their own aindustiy,

with the blessing of the Alwigity, enrol themselves
as members of thatistoeracy of talent and leauning,
which, though it derives no butrowed light fiom ances-
wal honouar or hereditary wealth, yet shines with the
purer and briguter beaws which emanate from the
self-reliance and independence, that characterise tho
man who 1s the maker ot his own furtune.

Dr. Ryersox rose amidst applanse  Hesai Vit was
not his intextion to mike any observations vn the pre-
sent occasion.  He felt that it was the duty of «*hers
to speak, aud it was the pr vince of the Council 10
prescut the result of *heir joint labours. PBut s« allu-
sions have been made to himself personally, whirh lay
him under de p oblizations, which embarass him
most deeply, in the attempt 10 make any observations,
and, of which he fel- himself ertitely unworthy, and
which cannot otherwice 1 an afford the mnst @1 ateful
fer lings of the heart that tus bumble ex«rtions »re so
lighly approved by those whose gond opninn is
worth his highest arabition to deserve, he felt called
upon to make a few cxplanatory remarhs. Tie In-
specter General has observed thit he understo -1 that
certain 1¢solutions were fo be projposed, and that atl
that he was expected o do was to mo=e ov ty ~econd
ane of these. That idea was snggested, bt st
thoughts are not always best. and when they endea-
veured to reduce the wea to practice. they frund it im-
possible to put the resnlutions into the hand« of those
geu'lemen whom they most desived to asddress the ae-
rereblage, unless they hronght some expression of praise
to the Council. They therefore endeavored to ask cer-
tain gentlewnen to address the assembly, leaving them
to offer such remarks as might best agree with their
own feelings and judgment, or to their own caneep-
tion of the occasion. He thought this course had
been found most appropriate, and althongh it has
imposed upon the Inspector General a diffienlty he
did not anticipate, yet he thought they wonld all
agree that whether prepared or not, whether he has
bad time or opportuniy to prepare himself for the
present occasion, or whatever the cireumstnees in
which he comes before the public he comes as » man of
business, ready for the work assigned to lnm.  The
business character of the observations made by the
Inspector General had given them a great valuo
which any mere retirement or Ianger npportunity to
prepare would not have enhmeed, Ie folt a degreo



