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The spawn is quickened iato life, and myriads of
little fish soon swarm in the stream. At the
beginning of May, or about this very time of the
year, these young fizh swim down the river to
the open sea. There, in their natural feeding-
grounds, they fatten so rapidly that they increase
opon an average, at the rate of twn or three
pounds in weight every twelve months. The
little fish, about the zize of a gudgeon, which
left the river in May, 1861, would be a fine
salmon of six or seven pouuds in April, 1863.
But the sirgular psint of the case is, that after
sattening himeelf in this manner, he will of bis
own free choice, come back again to be killed.
The same instinct which took hirm cff to ses,
brings him back again to the river. He will in-
fallibly return from his pasture to hs pursery,
and there offer himselt for capture, without any
coet for keep, attendance or transpert. He will
make flesh more rapidly than an Essex pig, and
do it al! for nothing. The only thirg be asks is,
not to be interrupted—not to be stopped when
he comes here to breed—not to be turned back
when he goes away to grow. All the rest he
will do for himself; acd will add pound after
pound to his own substance for our benefit and
delectatior, if we will but leave bim alone to do
it

*The salmon lives at sea, but comes up the
rivers to spawn. The yourg salmon, bred in
the river, go down to the sea to grow, afer
which they, in their turn, come up the river, as
their parents did before them. They may there-
fore be caught ei her in the sea itself] just by the
river’s mouth, or at any point of the river be-
tween its mouth arnd the place to which they
ascend. Now, the old legal max‘m says that
Sere nature fiunt occupantis, whicb doctrine, ap-
plied to the present case, imports, that a
ealmon Lelongs to the man who can catch him
first.

When the fish are going up, the first chance,
of course is to be found at sea, and this is where
¢ fixed engives” are establisbed to intercept the
supply from the river. When the fish are coming
down, the condition is reversed, and the best
chance lies in the river at the point nearest the
spawning ground. Ttis, therefore, is where the
«weirs” are placed. The fixed engines catch the
great salmon on their way up; the weirs trap
the little ones on their way down. But, besides
this, every proprietor of the land on each side of
the river, and throughout its course, has his own
interest in the produce of the stream, and is
apxious accordiogly, to increase his particular
dividend at the expense both of his neighbours
above, and his neighbours below. ¢ Human
pature,” will be the remark. No doubt; but the
nature of man in such respects conflicts terribly
with the nature of salwon, and the poor fish are
killed altogether, while “proprietors” are fighting
for them. Half the old fish cannot get up to
spawn; and balf the young fish canrnot get down
to grow. Wehave been sssured on good author-
ity, that several hundred weight of salmon fry
have been taken and sent off, at a single des-
patch, from a single English river. The young

swarm was stopped on its way to the ges bya
dam or weir, in which onl, a single hol w3
left for passage. At this hole a net wag playg
and the little fish wero dipped out by bushelyy
& time, to be pickled and sold as * gardips
Whon it is to be remembered that every ong of
them wou'd, in the course of a few monthe, hay
come back again to that very river in the shapg
of afine salmon,’it may be imagined how deplors.
ble was the waste of food.”

# We want to see salmon plentiful-—less of,
luxury, and more of an article of food. [ s gy
& rich man’s aftair—not an affair of sporygy
or game preservers. It is & matter in which 4
have a concern, and so long and 80 traly hay g
fact been felt, that it actually found a plaj
Magna Charta. That title deed of our libe
iucludes a stipulation for the free run of sslpy
and the same object was sought, with mop o
less success, in many a statute afterwards, I
now koow, too, that legislation can be appl
to the case with advautage, for the experize
has been tried. The tvhing to be prevend’
simply waste. It needs no argument to pur
that killing salmon when they are unfit to est
before they are one-tenth part grown, is a way
and wicked act, for it is a wholesale destracts
of nutritious food. It ia only destruction oftt
character which requires to be probibited. |
the salmon have free and unobstructed ran,»
no more will be necessary. We are so fortura
situated, that they come by force of instinet’
our rivers, without allurement of any kir
They want only & free passage up, sndaf
passage down ; or at least, so far free that ¢
may increase, multiply, and grow without me:
ial hindrance.”"— Halifax Journal, :

————

CHILDREN aND FrLoweRs —There seemsach
connection between children, and flowers-.
children of men, and flowers, the children of.
earth. Tlowers constitute their great nch
playthings, and the young heart rejoices c.
the possession of a bunch of wayside flose
Anpnd between the uustained micd of the ¢
and the susceptible nature of the poet therei
strong likeness. As the child loves, 8o loves.
poet; chilahood and geanius salike admirisz.
grand and beautiful in natare, and alits
gardless of the porps and vanities of life. 1
child’s prattle and the wuse's tongue spesk.
praises of the flowers, rejoiciag in their fragn.
and color, and tonched with sadpess whe
color fades and the odor bas deperted, .
busy people of the world, active in it3.
reality, intent on enterpriza and speculation:
fittle sympathy with the child's ejoymento
poet’s sentiment; to such a primross iss j¢
primrosc, nothing more; but it is morsly
child and more to the poet —Ladies Tri,

TAKE CARB WHAT YOU 8AY BEFORE Crisk
 Ah, Charley,” said one liitle fellow.to
-we are going to jhave a capola onourhy
«“Poh! that’s nothing,” rejoined the &
Papa’s going to get a marlgage on ooz’



