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mmcnd to rct.urn to the camp and the retreat wvas ateomnplislied iii sueli
haste that five wotinded mon werc loft behiind in the wvoods whec&thcy
,were found and made prisoners by the Indians. Thecir total loss was
unofficially reported to ainount to two k-illed, thirteeni wounded and
fivc Snsig oinc forty dcatlis from disoase contraced 0o1 the ex-
pedition w'ere subsequently added to the accounit. Soveral desertors
came into the B3ritishi advanced posts witiuin a few days and gave the
usual exagge"'ratcd accounts of the affair in wvhich tlmey reprcsented
that more than fifty mon liad beon killcd or woundcd.*

At best Dearborn could scarcely have expcpted to accomplish.
mnore than the surprise of an unimportant outpost but the actual resuit
was monst disastrous to the morale of his troops.-tdreldy much '%veakened
bv sirknes-,s and unflcasant woeather. Tlmrec thousand militia liad been
induced to advanice as far as Rouse's Point but two-thirds of thcmi lad
positivcly rcfused to enter Canada. One company liad actually
accompauîcd Pikec's force to the boundary and thoen declined to go
further4

The movoment from rlattsburg land been mnade in sufficient strength
to indicate that a serious invasion ivas contcmplated, and on 'Novomber
22, Prevost publishied a general order warning, the whole of the militia
of the province to be in readiness for active service. Colonel John
Murray wvas directed to advance on thc Odclltown road with a company
of the Sth and 300 mon of Cutlîbert!s battilion o! inilitia. LieLutý
Colonel Dcschanîbault crossed the river from Lachine to Caughinaivaga
,with thebttln from. Pointe Claire, Riviere du Chone, Vaudreuil
and Longue Point and inarched to L'Acadie. The siglit of several
liundrcds of prisoners belonging to the regular army of the United States,
taken at Detroit at. Queenston, passing downi the St. Lawrcnce on their
way ho Quebec had donc mucli to reanimnate the confidence of the
people and the sedentary militia asscemblcd with unnîistakcable
alacrity and good %viii. The opportune arrivai of a tranisport from
]Englanil uith a large supply o! muskets and accoutrements furnished
the menus o! armilgi and equipping many o! them wlîo were quartered
in the villages near Montreal. Prevost -mua no doubt fully justitied
in declaring that "tIc whole populamtion nianifests the Mnost cheering
spirit of loyaity and tIe nmost animatcd determination to oppose with
ail timeir iniglt tIe outrance of the Amerie-an zirmy into Canada.

*Irevost to Bathiurst, Xnv. 21; 1'revost ta tlic Duke of 'York, Nov. 30; Chitistie,
I1istorv of Qàwiada. Vol. II, pp. 52-3; Whiting, Lifo of Pike; Canadinu Caurant, 1812;

Qucbc Mrcur. 112.
tInger,çoll, Ilistyo or the 'War, 1, ip. 121.
ZPrcvast ta de 3fbrv Nov. '21; Fi-evast to I1thurst., Nov. 21; Prcvast to

Shcafftc, Nov. 23; P1revost ta the Dukec af York, Nov. 30.


