
PREFACE.

In conclusion, 1 may be permitted to observe,

that our possessions in North Ameri'ca, embrace

a large but ill-defined. property, the'nature of

whieh we have yet failed to investi(rate and re.

specting which the most erroneous ideas have been

entertaïned. In proof of this assertion, the follow-

ing letter, from the very first authority, may

prove acceptable.

cc Glengarry, Upper-Canada, 9th September, 1828.

SIR5

The warm zeal which you have displayed in
forwardinom the improvements of the Canadas since
you have been at the heà-d of the Colonial depart-
ment, induces me to believe that it would not be

unacceptable to you, Sir, to recommend the bearer5
Mr. Mactaaorart, to your notice, as, perhaps, the
ablest practical enggineer

and geologist, and the
properest person that has ever beèn in these Pro-

vinces for exploring the natural productions and
latent resources of the country,

"'In recommending Mr. Mactaggart, I rely m uch
more on the testimony of Colonel By, of the Royal
Engineers, and other gentlemen of superlor talents

and science in those branches, who have spoken
highly of him to me, than on rny own pdoment.


