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The Essential Gospel

Rom. 1., 16—By Dr, S;.

The Gospel is the highest interpre-
tatio'n of the mystery of God. It ex-
presses and enforces the most valua-
ble conceptions the human race has
entertained of its Creator, ‘It is the
realization of God in such ideals of
sacrifice, service and of sovereignty as
could never have originated in unaid-
ed humanity. It represents God as
loving the world with an everlasting
love a'nd dying for it in the person of
His Son and living again in it unto
the final victory of goodneass.

These are sfupendous moral acts
and spiritual offices to be attributed
to God, and they are marked by a
mental superiority and general eleva-
tion and nobility of view which give
the divine front of this Gospel com-
manding power. What amazing ele-
ments of grace and judgment, ®f long
suffering and vindication, of pardon
and righteous wrath are herewith
presented. Devotional temperament
has been organized, quickened and di-
rected into historical currents which
give rise to the Christia'n Church and
the Christian literature.

Yet the Gospel is not dependgnt up-
on these historical currents, ﬁey are
¢hroniclings of its former operations
and they demonstrate its divine |vital-
ity. But the power of God lies the
progress of life. It has all the ient
proofs of its sources in Deity. It is)the
Jife of God projected into our spirits’
deeps by the Incarnate Son of  the
Highest, the sinless Redeemer whose
proprietary rights are guaranteed by
His spotless purity and His active,
perfect holiness of character.

It can reach no heart without a
spiritual miracle, itqcan touch no con+
science without an ethical sign and
wonder, it can commune with no spirit
without a'mother resurrection from
death. All outward signs and won-
ders are the sequence of this inward-
ness of transforrhing, transfiguring
and translating authority. And the
light and healing which Gipsy Smith's
ministry ‘in Christ has brought to
hundreds of souls this past week are
phe'nomenal, more truly sublime and
more truly worshipful than any phy-
sical mystery quoted in the Old Testa-
mient as a‘\credential of the prophets.

The vision of the Gospel from this
standpoint shows its awful solemn in-
vestiture. It is not of man, but of God.
It comes not by our wisdom and our
wit, but by the procession of the Eter-
nal Spirit. There is in it the same
“clearisma” which glorified Pentecost.
Its efficiencies have bee'n indifferent
to time’s decay, they did cleanse the
modern world. The love which brought
Christ down out of the heavenlies and
led Him to the cross is still pulsating
as lovingly as it beat at Callvary. The:
vision of sin which made a new type
of ‘manhood possible in St. Paul and
in St. Augustine is still shining in the
terrible eyes of God’s holy Jjustice.
The magnificent ethic which emerged
from the freed wills and the inspired
lives of these Christian teachers has
never been seduced to obey the tem-
porary vanities and desires  of the
world. The gleams of truth which were
caught into the stored light of the
gospels and epistles are still shining
forth from the 'central flames itself.
And all the excellency and all the
power for which the church waits and
the world wonders is at an abiding
floodtide .in the being of the: God of
this Gospel and of His ‘Christ. When
we look beyond our own lack "and
soul's poverty, we understand how
great are the riches of that grace
which is pledged to conquer all our
evil, how inexhaustible are those
depths of omnipotent might which are
in array for the mai'ntenance of this
most honorable cause. Faith in this
Gospel. as the passion flower of God,
blooming in His loveliness and frag-
rant with His holiness, is its realizing
light, dispersing the clouds and chas-
ing away the shadows. Then does the
fnvisible. appear to the sight of trust
and God is incarnated in us in our
measure of capacity, even as He was
perfectly expressed in Christ.

The Gospel is also the deépest in-
terpretation of the mystery of sin.
St. Paul places over against the in-
difference and the neglect of the peo-
ple the unashamed speech of the
scripture. He sees the transcendencies
of his message, he also sees the un-
derworld of opposition and of scorn.
But he utters no preamble, he labors
in no apology, he wastes nothing in
preliminary.

The ‘interests of life and the right-
eousness of things means more to him
tha'n elaborated reasonings. These
latter have their place, but that is not
here; they have their time, but that is
not now: He penetrates to the hidden
motives which lurk in men’s breasts
against favorable action for the Gos-
pel, and he makes a short shrift for
the excuser and the apposer. So should
we do. We are too often busy proving
that which everybody admits, and ex-~
patiating o'n 'the common-place and
self-evident propositions of discourse.
Intellectual difficulties are not a suf-
ficient cause for setting aside our
obedience to God and His Gospel. The
Jew found the Cross of Sacrifice a
stumbling block, and the Greek reck-I
oned it as folly, but this same Cross
has been for twenty centuries the
soul's reliance of all who have caught
e glimpse of it. Intellectual  difficul~
ties, forsooth! it is far easier to house
these tha'n it is to live a godly life,
and it is far easier to have a creed of
any sort, orthodox or heterodox, than
it is to live as Christ commands. Some
excuses men make are mental fop-
peries, - pet phrases, and little more
than phrases, for the concealment of
desires to continue in selfish and for-
bidden paths.

Science has not encroached o'n one
single valid provision of the Gospel
for science, beyond its own sphere, is
impotent.. Philosophy has not blurred
this portrait of God drawn by Jesus,
for the obligations of correct think-
ing bring back human wisdom to its
divine fountai'n. If you are told that
the modern world has gotten beyond
the appeal of this blessed ministry,
fgnore the venerable fable. It has been
mouthed by the casuals of every. gen-
eration since the church began to be.

These fail because they have not,
neither have had, nor can they ever
have, a sufficient estimate of si'n’s aw-
ful ruin, and reek, and havoc. It was
distinctively the Christian teaching
that stripped the disguises from this
abomination of a just and righteous
God, and showed how in the kingdom
of humanity as distinguished from the
kingdom of nature, sin is the height
amd depth of all woe and desolation.
The sinless life and the sin-bearing
death of Jesus tell us how hapless is
our lot and how hopeless is our
escape save by that very . redeeming
love which condemns transgression
with an inexorable condemnation.
When men refuse to look at sin {'n the
light of what it costs to dellyer them
from sin, they fail to evince- intelli-
gence, they renounce humanity’s hope
and they add to the general weight
which sinks men and social condi-
tions down to moral perdition. They
may place their responsibility on
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heredity, but they forget that they as-
sail their own effort by their acknow-
ledgment of responsibility.
Attenuation of the redemptive pro-
cess by the belittling of the redemp-
tion’s necessity is by no means a new
method, and the repudiation of a dual
order has lo'ng since tried to abolish
the gulf between God and man, mind
and matter,
cannot wrench the facts of life, ard
so it develops into fine speéech and lit-

of this great game of life, of all it
embraces, ©of all it predicts ang hard-
en not your hearts, as did the fathers
in the day of provocation. This day
forsake your 8&in, répent, believe and
live in the life etertnal.” -~ ?
O

1 Blacksod Bay Project I

FoHowing 18 the official presentation
of the Blacksod Bay-Halifax fast
steamship syndicate to the Colonijal
Conférence in London, as signed by
the chairman, Sir Thomas H. C.
Trowbridge:

The main object of your meeting

more - seénses  than . one the ‘different
parts of the Empire, I feel that I am

year -the line is being improved and
the speed of the trains increased. Twq
other transcontinental lines are now
under construction, and in’a very few
years three more linés of railway will
cross Canada from the 4tlantlc to the
Pacifie. It is therefore certain that a
healthy = competition ' “Between ' these
lines will assure theé best. of railway
facilities at all times. . A
What remains to be done is the es-
tablishment of a service of steamers of
the highest class ‘across the Atlantic,
between the nearest and mosf suitable
posts of Canada and .Great Britain
After a cereful study, weé have decid-
ed that Blacksod bay in Ireland, and
Halifax, in Canada, are the most suit-
able ports. As harbors they are unex-
célled. The approaches of them are

But this exaggeration |being the bringing closer together' in|easy and safe under any and all con-

ditions. ' There is ample water at all
stages of the tide for the largest ves-

tle more. Mr. Campbell, _of the City justified in bringing to your notice an|sels to come alongside the 'docks, and
Temple, says that every man is a po- |lenterprise which- will do much tolwhile we avoid all channel and river

tential Christ and that there is no di-
vergency in the interpretations of the
world: Such statements are asphyx-
iated in truth’s atmosphere; they per-
ish in reality’s environment.

Is Thawism a necessary part of
God’s plan? Is the jagged, substantial
hell-gate of wice only. a more distant
portal of entrance to heaven's indirect
pathway. Delicate, dreamy - twilights
of thought in Temote regions of rosy
haze are of 'no moment when Yyou
come to grip with the juggernaut of
sin in its wrong and greed and vil-
lainy. I say that sin is death by scien-
tific methods of extinction; that it is
darkness beyond the glory of God to
illuminate, since He willeth not to
shine where man will not that He
shall shine. And I further say that
this ‘deliberate underestimate of sin
is the foulest wrong done to this gen-
eration by itself. Tyrants and usurp-
ers and rascals and rogues and hypo-
erites are part of hell’s retinue, and
the vastness of the spiritual wicked-
‘ness in high places is an unwilling
tribute to the vastness of the Gospel
which is the only foe sin has to fear.

That Gospel is substantiated in all
its interpretations by the persanality
of Jesus Christ. When I affirm that
Chrigt? d in Man, and neither
God alpwe-mor-an along, I do-justice
to the‘demands for a’n explanation of
His sinless life. . Moses was a sinner
and so was Elijah and so was St. Paul.
Every light and leader of this world
without exception stands with us and
with infinite millions more on the low
levels of errant mortality.: They may

heights; but they sink back - to. the
common lot. - Not 30 the Lord. a'nd
Mastef of us-all. ~We bow- when He
speaks' before the one regnant fact of
His impecable, passive and ~active
tranquil and majestic holiness; that
awful yet wooing- purity. ‘which gives
Him the right:to arbitrate all difficul=
ties and explain all mysteries and an-
swer all prayers. -~ > W

Our Christ is the spotless Lamb of

God ‘which ,taketh away the: 'sin of |.§

world, : He. knew neo sin and hence He
bore all ‘sin. He alone rose above sin’s
nature;. He: alone could. command sin’s
violent -destruction. He -slew it im His
own slaying; He nailed it :to the cross
in the open and the last tragic prosti-
tution of sin, when it crucified Christ,
worked 'its own wundoing. Suddelnly
Christ died. Then and'immediately sin
died potentially in Christ’s death and
sin will die actually and forever when
Christ shall deliver back to the Fath-~
er the kingdom thus emancipated and
God shall be all and in all.

The dominating factor in the gos-
pel is not the Protestant nsr the Ro-*
manist eonception, nor that of the
sectarian of any creed. It is not
mere moral and social reform. It is
more than any.one or all of these; it
is God’s very life in men and womeln
issuing in eternity of character. Let
all else alone; ‘let the dead bury their
dead. We are to stand and fall with
this gospel. We accept it. We believe
it. We live by it and we preach it
with our latest breath and cry in
death,’that it is more than the way or
even than the truth; it is the exist-
énce of God in men and womeln; it is
the life which is life indeed, and- we
go:on to die and justify our faith by
never dying.

So the issue is joined and the ap-
peal is made. St, Paul measured it
against the: Roman hells and won by
it. Christ and not Nero' obtained the
world. Slavery challenged it and lost.
Nations obeyed it and were enthroned.
They refused it in obedience and their
dust 4s pressed by the feet of the ‘cur-
ious. Viears of its power you are, but
the original dynamic is the breast of

be upliffed at intervals: to- supremei :

bring about the greatly desired ob-
ject.

The map and memormandum which
I enclose explain what it is intended
to do. Briefly, it is intended to link
together the different parts of the Em-
pire by a service of fast steamersand
fast trains working in conjunction,
and forming through routes through
British territory. The great saving
of time which would be effected war-
rants some expenditure, and justifies
government aid. Much has already
been done in connection with these
through routes.

On this side of the Atlantic, 8 short
line of railway in Ireland and neces-
sary harbor facilities and prop-
er steam ferries across the
channel are all . that ‘is need-
ed. Across Canada, the 'Cana-
dian Pacific Railway has been in op-
eration for many years, and year. by

services on both the Atlantic and Pa-
cific oceans, and the growth of trade
has shown the wisdom of this course.
Australia and NeWw Zealand have. not
been ‘behind Canada in this respect;
so ' the pelicy is @n established one.
Only an extension of that poliey is
now' required, 'and in such extension
the predominating partner might well
be asked to ‘take a share. = ;

What we have now to fight against
is -foreign competiton, as steamshp
lines subsidized by foreign govern-
ments are eating into British trade,
and Britons sheuld band together - to
prevent further encroachment and to
recover ‘lost ground. Rapid and regu-
lar communication between the differ-
ent centres of the Empire is the first
gesideratum. Trade will follow the

ag.

I respectfully submit these facts in
the hope that they may be useful to
members of the conference, and the

- Railway Servants

Their Dﬁty as Seen by the Eyes of the Law

Mr. Justice Riddell, In passing sen-
tence at Guelph on Joseph Thompson,
the conductor found guilty in connec-
tion with the Gourock collision, spoke
as follows, addressing the prisoner:

‘“The crown, in its ¢lemency, and with
the full approbation of the court, de-
termined not to put you on trial for the
more serious crime of manslaughter, for
which a true bill ~was found against
you at a previous sitting of the court of
assize, but to proceed against you on_the
minor, though grave, charge upon which
you had been convicted.

‘“Had the charge of ;manslaughter been
pressed, it must, upon the evidence ad-
duced at the present trial, have succeed-

. The maximum punishment for man-
slaughter is -imprisonment for life, the
punishment for the crime of which you
have been - convicted s limited to five
years and a fine of I must then
consider if there are any circumstances
in this case which would justify me in
reducing the punishment below what the
law has provided as a maximum; and in
doing so I must bear in mind the ob-
ject with which in view the law affixes
punishment fo a crime. They ‘are the
reformation of the criminal, and the pre-
vention of similar offences by him and
others. The law does not look upon a
punishment as being in revenge for the
transgression of its commands, .and of
course this is in a prosecution by and at
the sole instance ~of the crown with
which your employer had nothing to do.

“As to the first, 1 was shocked to see
that instead of the leniency of .the
crown being regarded with gratitude, it
was made the ground of complaint as
though, you were heing persecuted, and
instead  of . admitting the violation of the
rules laid down.  with the  approval of
the governor-genéral-in-counecil for your
gnidance, n - violation ~which was proved
by yourself more-than-once, you attemp-
ted to bolster up a defence by statements
which nobody believed: and "you appar-
ently “hoped that the jury might through
prejudice apainst, the wallway company
be false to thelr oath§ and to their duty
to their country. ‘Your defence was bril-
liantly conducted along that line and
it might have succaeded® with @ Iless
conscientions jury. ' This is .not the first
time that I have Deen prond of my fel-
loweountrymen in the jury box. The ju-
ry in your case- listened to the call of
duty alone and. disregarding . the appeal
to sympathy, brushed. aside this defence,
which was no defence in law or in mor-
als. They  thereby showed themselves
worthy custodians of the honor of our
common land.

“] ‘am - unable to_sec¢- the slightest sign

Fof ‘repentance ou gour part. Instead of

repentance for your, own crime you seek
to cast all the blame wupon -others. For
your own: spke then I must cause some
substantial punishment to be inflicted.
. “But there is also to be considered the
prevention’ of such  offences—crimes—in

the. duture. . It 15 appalling to consider}

the number of persons whose lives are
sacrificed every year on the lines of rall-
way. 1 do nbt mean those who are slain
upon ‘the flevel crossing, though the list
of these is terrible emongh, but those
upon the ear or the engine, passenger,

“lengineman,- or Dbrakeman, sent to death

Locomotive Shop.
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navigation, the ocean risks are re-
duced to' a minimum, The distance
permits of an ocean passage of three
and one-half days, . with only three
nights at sea, while the mails can be
delivered at Halifax from . different
parts of Great Britain in four days.

Much remains to be done, however,
in providing proper. steamship aecom-
modation on the .Pacific ocean. . We
think that this can best be done by
assisfing existing companies to im-
prove their service by putting on con-
siderably faster steamers, The present
business hardly warrants putting on
eighteen to twenty knot steamers, but
if such steamers were provided busi-
ness would increase rapidly and be-
come remunerative.

Government aid can fairly be asked
in this comnnection. The Canadian gov-
ernment has always shown a disposi-
tion to assist in prompting improved

further that the subject will not be
considered unworthy of their attén-
tion.
0
Hints on Sweeping

Do housekeepers who have muc
sweeping to do know that by using a
soft cloth and plenty of clean water,
with or without ammonia -in.it, their
work would be materially lessened?

Wring out the cloth in the water
and wipe the carpet, a breadth at &
time, rinsing the cloth often to get
out the dirt, instead of spreading it on
the carpet.

Then, with brush and dustpan, or
bx}oom, brush  up what  little may be
left.

The carpet will be cleaner, the work
will be lighter, and the whole process
is far more sanitary than the old way,
for there will be no dust to fly into
the nose and throat.

or life-long suffering through the crimin-
al neglect of those whose duty it is to
sprotect them. More men are killed in
‘Canadan npon the rallways every year
throngh preventable : causes, Dby reasons
of .sheer negligence than (Canada lost In
the {Boer war. Day after day we hear of
collislon pitch-in, - starting ‘without eon-
gidering: as. to whether there may not be
‘sonig :poor fellow in a place of danger.
‘Day ‘after day tbe butchery is going on
and --young . -and sturdy Canadians are
lost - to their country, killed or malmed.

‘3¢ this were-the fdult of the rules or
regulations of the railway companies,
then terrible were the guilt of of those
vesponsible for such rules and  wegula-
‘tions, president, director, general manas

ger or whomever they may be, Much of
the slaughter, however, is due to sheer
neglect, downright inexcusable careless-
ness, of those who are entrusted with
the carrying out of those rules and ¥eg-
alations; and if ‘you and your fellow
trainmen had wused every ordinary -care,

long—too long— though you

clear days In the week of rest

of the other five were nineteer

ty per day, and sometim

know that you had the r

to a rest of eight hour >

worked sixteen hours; and tb

no doubt that you continu

route Dbecause of its remunerati

acter. You knew that if you

would be put mpon a run

er hours of continuous work, but

you did so, your pay would be

stoutly asserted that you had

sleep, that you by many y

had trained yourself to be nt

a_few bhours per day, and no r¢

officer of the company ever

complaint from you' that g

your ‘hours of work reduced. You

permitted to continue on the lonz =
“To my mind, the persons

permitted you to work nine

ty thours per d day afte

days in the w A ere

gross wrong; the persons who

and _regulations under which

possible, are themselves almost o

as guilty morally, perhaps 1 1

are yourself, of the death of t :

poor vietims. And I shall cause

sent to crown authorities a cop

proceedings at this trial i

mendation that all proper

be made and that the persons

‘no matter who they may be,

ed against, so far as the cri
permits. It were wrong to
employee and allow the emplc
scot free, where both are at f
‘““But, however that may
fect, if there is one , in the ru
which you were working, does not
you for the gross negligence which
displayed. Your negligence began 1
you fell asleep, if you a
At Harrisburg you receiv
run to Guelph Junction
| knew that a train carrying p
was coming in the opposite directio
that you must keep out of h
Harrisburg you
you would be able to make Gi
tion. Being delayed, you
léaving that you must meet
before your arrival at Guelph
You did mot change your direc
could be called a direction—given t
engineer; and when you left II
you knew what to fear. True,
gineer knew, or should have kn this
also, but you told him mnothing about It

“The jury did not believe, and I ¢
not believe, your story told for the f
time at the trial, inconsistent with your
signed statement at a previous time, that
you indicated to the engineer that
would not do more than make Hespe
You left Harrisburg without giving anv
orders to the engineer to take the sidin;
at any station on the way, and with
any understanding with him as to
If any, station he should stop at,
meet the coming train.

( “Your train stopped at Galt. the en.
gineer took water, you gave the

to go forward without saying anythi
to the engineer that he must take th
siding at '‘Hespeler, and without arra
ing that he should do so. You ¢
i the train to go on, knowing that unless
the engineer did- put in at Hespeler ;
collision was inevitable, and the liv t
many passengers and employees would
be endangered. ~You were wide awake
then; and your conduct there a
was simply without excuse.
gineer, upon whom you try to th
blame, knew, or might have known, as
well as you the danger, but his negli-
gence, if he was negligent—and that has
vet to be tried—does not in the least Te-
lieve youm.

“Then you are going forward with a
full knowledge of the danger, when you
git down in your van, and you say,
fall = asleep. Had you r
you. would, or might have,
effect of 'your previous
{8’ your plea—but you s
The sentey in front of an ¢
to watch over the safety of his ¢
is In no more responsible than you
were . placed in «c¢harge that you g
guard the safety of passengers and t
two train crews. If the sentry sleep, no
excuse is accepted. The penalty s

What is to be sald of you? You
have caused the death of three men,
and your only excuse is that you fell
asleep and so' 'were not able to see to it
that the epgineer did put in at pel-
er. According to your story you were

awakened from your sleep by a
which told of death to your fellow Wo
men. Providentially no passenger
injured, but that was due to no care of
yours.

“I have reserved judgment thus long
that 1 might carefully consider what the
penalty is to be. I -invited representat-
jves from all quarters and I have been
waited upon by several of your formet
fellow-employees and by those on behalf
of onganizations of men in like emplos-
ment. Some have advanced an argu-
ment, which is, in effect, that accidents
will happen, that men will be careless,
and that no punishment, even the most
severe, inflicted upon yon would prevent
the like occurring again. That argu-
ment, to my mind, defeats its own ob-
ject. The railways must, perhaps, by io-
evitable ~accident, produce casualt
dangerous they are, .dangerous they must
to some extent continue to be; but it s

| the  duty of all to reduce to the very

|

|

|

the three men now lying in the grave as|

the result of your act might now be hap-
py  and useful citizens. Every legiti-
mate means should be used to stop as
far as possible the continuance of the
present insufferable condition 'of affairs.
It has been said that this is duoe in a
large measure to a widespread lack of
discipline. If so, this must be improved.

“Looking now to the facts in your
case, what do we find? You were a con-
dnctor of very long experience, a cap-
able man in, every sense of the word, so

lowest the fearful toll of life and Hm::
exacted. And 1 am of the opinion tha
if men in «charge of dangerous engines
are taught that if negligence on their
part result in death or injury, punish-
ment must inexorably follow. we shall
cease to hear of so many horrors which
could, and, therefore, should, have b
prevented. The people must be protect-
ed. Men doing their duty in reliance upo
their safety being secured by those pla
ed on guard must be protected, and ti
sentinel must recognize his responsibility.
I have been told that 1 may exact a fine,
I refuse even to consider the exaetion of
a flne or to do anything which could
even suggest that the stain of the bloc
that is on your hands can be washed ot
with money. And this is no pr t
with which the railway company
anything to do, so that I should cobs
their loss in even the slightest way. Y
were prosecuted by the crown for the
protection of life.

“4I_ ghall direct your imprisonment.
The length of that imprisonment -will de-
pend to a certain extent upon your ©
conduct. The term of imprisont
could in no case have been merely pom-
inal—it would be intolerable if men
your position should think such z
gence, resulting as this did, a mere t
I have again and again considered
facts, and have given much thot
the representations made to me,
as to the recommendation of
the jury.. It is hard to see any
stances of mitigation, to discove
thing which  justifies me in reduc
punishment below the term «
in the act, but I am inclined to be
ciful. 1 remember that you have
fore been guilty (so far as apr
any similar offense, and I may be Wi
but I think it sufficient, dbut as re
yourself and as a warning to oth
inflict the - punishment I am bo
award. 1 can only trust that it
have some effect in checking the
age which is horrifylng our country
large.

“The sentence of the court 1s
you be fmprisoned in the provin
itentiary for the term of three ye
that you be then discharged.”

B iy
Man’s Precious Rib

A young lady having asked a
geon why women was made from
rib of a man in preference to an
bone, he gave her the following g
lant answer:

“She was not taken from the he
lest she should rule over him,
from his feet lest he should tra

far as it indicates mental and physical |ypon her; but she was taken
power. You were on a choice route, inis side that she might be his e

which 7realized for you a rate of pay
considerably higher than the average

from under his arm that he

rate. at - which conductors on freight |Protect her; from near his heart

traing are pald (your remuneration was4{he might cherish and love h
1 about $40 per week). Your hours were ton Chronicle.
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