ON THE §I

In the lower country settlements the
Skeena river has got an extremely. bad
name; indeed, the usually exp:ressed
opinion is that it is entirely outside of
the region of navigation possibilities, and
that the eountry surrounding it is barren
and valueless, &nd inhabited only by a
few Indians and Quixote missionaries
whose acquaintance no white man is
very anxious, to cultivate. “G_rlve g.doga

-bad name aund it sticks to him” is true
of the Skeena, for although today it is
one of the most important rivers in the
Northland and has rhany thriving settle-
ments as well as one, well-sized town
on its banks, it still has the reputation
it had ten years ago—when the Hudson
Bay Company were sole freight carriers
on its waters, and when its work was
done almost entirely by Indian canoes
and packers—of being a veritable death*
trap to the man who went out on its
currents and tried to make headway
ihrough them. Things are different to-
day, and “while ‘the river is not by any
means a glassy sheet of water, it can be
navigated, and that 'without the loss _of
either canoe, steamer” or life.  Port
Essington, at the mouth of the river, is
a town of no mean distinction; its in-
habitants think it is the most important
place between Skagway and Vancouver,
and well worthy of  being called the

TURBULEN

A Trip from Port Essington to Hazelton by
this Beautiful Northern Waterway, Des-
- cribed by a‘Colonist Special Correspondent.

T W,

already been taken, and  after
water is over the inteution is to run a
weekly service until the beginning of
winter, . :

A trip to Hazelton is an experience
not easily forgotten, its danger is enough
to make it exciting; and the.wonder of
the river and the grandeur of the Cas-
cade mountain ranges lining the banks
make the journey the -event in the life
of a“tourist. After leaving Essington
with -the quaint houses:and poﬂl)glot in-
habitants, we make briskly off against
4 stream running never less than eight
miles an hour, .and after 15 minutes
steaming - we pass the mouth: of the
Oxtall ‘river, up. whose banks quite a
number of rining elaims are staked off.
“Twenty miles up this river Mr. Dryden
has  his sulphur and copper works, ene
of the most suceessful claims in Northern
British Columbia,~and which undez. the
charge of Mr. J. Dryden is certaill to
bécome & very valuable property. Near
here also there avé some,wonderful wat-
er-falls, and in the wicinity” a series of
hot springs, ‘which on medical analysis
show the same healing gualities as do
many of -the fameus German  Spas.
From the Dryden minera tramway is
at present being:built by Mr. P. Her-
man, another of Hssington’s successful

men, who in.a few yeéars has risen from

~

R. COUNNINGHAM'S STORE & HOTEL, PORT BSSINGTOQN.

capital of the Northland. | It is built 'on
an elevation overlooking the mouth of
the river, and its population of whites,
Siwashes, Mongolians and Japanese can-
npt number at this time of writing very
much less than 900, and this number
will be increased when the fishing season
je well under way to nearly double that
amount. Some of its buildings are
splendidly built. It has two churches,
half a dozen stores, ‘two good hotels,
three canneries and a number of minor
concerns that speak well, each in their
own  way, for the future of .the com-
munity. Perhaps the man who has had
more to do with the development of
Essington, and also of the Skeena, than
any other is Mr. R. Cunningham, who is
one of the best types of the successful

|

the proverbial 10x12 shack’ to be the
proprietor of a cannery, store,’ hotel,
and who is also postmaster, mining re-
corder, gnd general contractor. 'Ehis
tramway, when . it i ,finished, will be
the first of its kind on‘the Northern
coast, and will have solved for Mr. Dry-
den the difficulties of transportation, and
enable him to bring his ore to the freight
carrying steanders of the C. P. N., which
call at Essington every week.

Passing the entrance to the Oxtall,
the Hazelton ploughs it way against the
strong currents of the Skeena, now driv-
ing through the surf of some rapids, now
through boiling eddies of some densely
timbered island, that is the home per-
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Certainly she always comeés back, and
as & rule'the coming: back is peaceful,
but-as the Fates would have it,cher last
induspicious stimge.
George was angry, and George was mnot
peaceably’ inelined. Iustead ‘he calmly
entered his house and got his ‘Winches-
ter and on coming out proceeded.to give
his' wife-a lesson, First he fired into
the ground, six inches from her toes, then
gast one ear and then the other, over her

ead, under her apm, and only when his
magazine was exhausted did he desist.

Seventeen hours sailing took us to the
keena. -At-the
south end of the rapids we had.to lie
up for a day and ‘a half owmg ‘to the
extra high water, but the time was not

altogether wasted. -An opportunity was
given us to visit a good many mines in
the neighhorhood, and incidentally fo
study a' few brands of the genus. miner.
‘I'he miner is cosmopolitan, certainly,
he alse is as clannish in one way as they
can be- made, but takihg them ail
through a better class of men is not to be
met with than the gold seekers of the
Skeena, | e-man-may he a university
graduate, he can sit down and give beans
to the ordinary traveler in discussing the
whys and wherefores of philosophy, theo-
logy, and all the other ologies in the
world. - Another is the miner, born and
bred, he sees daylight first among the

| watens.

ITRALAS MOUNTATN, SKEENA RIVER
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‘boat in hand, and w
a sweep the maili current is reached,
and at the rate of 30-miles an hour the
plunge is taken downward into calm
Passengers are nsually adviced
to leave the steamer at the entrance to
the ‘canyon and walk around by the gos-
ernment road te ‘meet her again as she
comes through s6 that in this way no
danger is to be apprehended.. The com-
pletion of‘the jourmey_is now through a
more open. country. I'he mountaing full
.right ‘and left, #hd here aud
there good: gized rivers ~ bring ' 'their
waters in to. swell the piarent streain.
The usual Indian Villages dre again en-
countered,  and -we notice that where
they are; there also 1§ the best land in
the distriefs. This seems a hardship to
the white settler, for the land weuld bhe
a ‘Godsend to them, but to the Indian it
is only a campihg ground, that they 1o
not know how to- utilize. eservations
are the curse o‘f the Skeen, but being

e

the work of a paterpal government, set-
tlers must’grin and bear. When Hazel-
ton is reached, we' find a compact Jittle
town that is the headquarters of the
trail trade to -the interior, and in the
meantime the “only Open gateway to
the famods Bulkley valley. Around the
town and for a good many miles down
the river the country is good and seems
adapted for farming and stock raising.
'The timber is light and is principally
cotton wood, spruce and poplar, and
would be easily cleared, and the water-
ways are plentiful and do not run dry
cven in the warmest weather. Hazel-

mountains, lie becomes a prospector when
other boys are going to-school, and when

From Mining Record.

he becomes a mi*n he varies his time
by striking something rich, spending his
money in the settlements, and telling
green ones stories of the millions he has
made and lost. He is a good sort
though, this miner, and 'with a?l his un-
.couth ways is much to be preferred to

hqps of /a miner or may be 2 lone In-
dian brave. Here and there we pass

STEAMER CALEDONIA ASCENDING THE SKEENA RIVER.

business man found in Canada today.
Coming to the place forty years ago,
when mothing in the shape of a village
Wwas seenm, he established his post, and
i a short time gathered quite a large
Indian ‘trade, and in the course of years
managed to get a considerable number
of the dusky' tribe to locate near his
trading post, and from this small begin-
ning has come the town of today. Apart
from being an Indian trader—and in
that way Mr. Cunningham is “the heap
big man” of the interior—he, along with
his -.son, Mr. George Cunningham, are
successful operators of a modern equip-
ped saw mill, a salmon packing business,

an up-to-date hotel, and a general store,' When they seem to sleep.

THE LOWER SKEENA VALLEY.

From Mining Record.

each of which are strong evidence of the
resource ‘and push of the men behind
them, and indicate a close and persever-
ing application of the best principles of
business. Perhaps Mr. Cunningham
deserves best of his fellows in the cities,
because - of * the development of the
Skeena river navigation which has made
it posible for the trader to ship his goods
from Viectoria or Vancouver to Hazelton,
-and by a system of Indian packing to
points hundreds of miles in the interior.
Ten years ago the Hudson’s Bay com-
pany put a steamer on the river, which
in the first season made only one trip to
Hazelton, and for some years after made
perhaps three or four. A poor service
like this was pot adequate to the de-
mands of the country, and this fact in-
duced Messrs. Cunningham té put two
steamers last year on the river, one held
dor emergencies, while the other was
constantly plying to and fro. Last year
the steamer Hazelton made no less than

13 complete irips, and a number to

some Indian village with their peculiarly
carved totem poles and their herd of
howling dogs. It may be strange, but
it is true, that a siwash is never com-
pletely a siwash until he has at least
a dozen dogs, the dogs being almost as
necessary-as his squaw. Some time in
the night hours, the tourist could do
with a‘little less dog; it isn’t at all plea-
sant when one ‘has perhaps been on the
treil for hours, and has lain down tg
sleep in some Indian house, to tbe en-
tertained with the united chorus of the
dog colony, who seem to yelp when they
are hungry, when they 'are stuffed to
the throat, when they hunt, and ¢ven
They are

dangerous too, for one day last wee@ra
herd of them attacked a_couple of colts
grazing on the hill side, and quickly had
them reduced:to little else than bones.
Once in a while, when very fiungry, they
will attack .a man, and it is only by
shooting two or three, and thus .provid-
ing a meal for the others, that he _ean
possibly save himself. At some of the
villages we passed we met some fearful
and wonderful specimens of humanity.
The day of ‘the painted brave may now
be past, but the days of indolent ones
are still with "us, for it seems as if the
entire employment of the majority of
these men was sitting in the warmest
plaece they could get to sun themselves,
while the squaws did all the work. Some,
however, are different, and have built
for themselves houses that many a
white man would be proud  to own, and
have nicely cultivated vegetable gardens,
and possess their everyday and Stmday
suit, I had the pleasure of seeing one’

waters. 4
used, and it is only inch by inch that

dent to the engines or a cable, would
ilkely mean a total loss if the water was
very high, but fates are kind and acci-
dents never happen, and wa get through
breathing sigh of relief.

the city dude, who - after passing. six
months in some- mining college goes up
country to see and to kifl. As a rule he'

arrives with a saddle horse, and it may
be a piano, once in a while with a private
secretary and a valet, and his den is
usually the newest that style decries as
corréct:" He also- carries a shot gun
amoug his baggage, and as a rule he is
a very good hot air gun himself, hisg
stories on the ship being redolent of self,

ton’s climate. is beautiful,’ temperate in
the summer and in the winter months

CANYONS OF THE SKEENA RIVER.

the mercury seldom falls to zero, aund
snow for the past three years has not
been more than 18 inches deep. Around
nere and all along the river banks game
is plentiful and the streams are splen-
djd fishing grounds. The mountains are
richly quarta bearing, and were it not
for the difficulties of transportation, this
region is certain to become the Eldorado
of the North. The full steaming time to
Hazelton was exactly 40 hours, and the
return 10' hours, " making a round trip
possible under certain circumstances of
water of not longer than two and a half
days.
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GROWTH OF SAVINGS BANKS.
There Are Now (,400,000

T i Depositors
With $2,640,000,000 to

Their Credit.

In the aggregate, wealth and the in-
dividual resources of the people of the
United States, in enlarged foreign mar-
kets for American goods and cereals,
in building operations, in the extension
of railroad mileage, in bank clearances
and all items of commerce, there has
been an enormous increase in the Uni-
ted States in the past six years, but in
no other respect perhaps has the conn-
1ry’s growth in wealth been so con-
spicuously shown as in the increase of
the number of savings bank depositors
and of their aggregate deposits.

Five years ago there were 35,200,000

savings bank depositors in the United
States; now there are 6,400,000, an in-
crease of 1,200,000, or at the rate o<
uem;]y a quarter of a million a year.
. Five years ago the amount on deposit
in the savings banks of the United
States was $1,940,000,000: it is now
¥2,640,000,000, an increase of $700,000.-
000 in five years, or at the rate of
¥140,000,000 a year.

The State of New York has, of course,
ihe-largest number of savings bank de-
positors, but in comparison with the
total population Massachusetts is ahead
of it .  New York has 2,100,000 deposi-
tors; Massachusetts has 1,500,000.

‘Connecticut, a very small state, has
400,000 savings bank depositors, 50,000
sore than Penupslyvania, one of - the

and about as unsavory as can be told,
Another breed of the miner is plentiful.
and his type is the one that makes

of what a miner actually is he has'sold
out his possession and taken himself
North. His coming is a momentous one

the lifting. The quartz is hard to mine,

0. K. ‘MOUNTAIN,
From Mining Record.

and when mined it is harder still to get
the mineral out. In the end the man
loses his all,and comes South again to
tell his friends that there is nothing in
the stories of gold at all. '

The water at the guage was gradually
dropping and 37 hours Atter tying up we
were on the way agdin and in a few
minutes were in a place few men want
10 be in a second time. The canyon
water is running some 25 miles an hour,
2nd although the Hagzelton has IL.H.P.
of 235 and steam up to 18 knots, yet
she canuot on her eéngine power alone
force her 'way through the turbulent
Lining has to be extensively

the steamer can creep along, An acci-

Indian way of reproving a refractory

tkrough

Coming back
the canyon is as exciting as

to himself, for gold is not to be found fon[

largest and most prosperous of States,
but-one in which, for some reason

people weep. He has heard of the wealth | 70%. Uch favor is given to this form
of the miner, and under a mistaken idea'

of invesfment.
Il'lmoxs has 260,000 savings bank de-
positors and Iowa 205,000, but Indianna
(}‘ms ouly 22,000 and Wisconsin only
Dy 5
Among the Southern

. States, South
Carolina stands first in

the number of
. |

SKEENA RIVER.

its savings bank depositors, the increase
having been very marked since South
Carolina embarked in the line of manu-
facture. There are relatively few sav-
ings bank depositors in Texas, and an
unusually large number in Maryland for
x0 ¢hall a State. Maine has a very
iarge,- and West Virginia a very smalil
rumber and New Jersey, with a popu-
lation of 1,183,000, has smore than
200,000 savings bank depositors.

. —_——t

“Why do you sing?’ asked the man in
black suspenders.

‘“Because practice makes perfect,” re-
sponded the girl with lemon hair. “‘Some
day my singing may keep the wolf from

the door.” '

“lI agree with youm.
wolf will never enter.”

O —
John—*You. say Silas lost his money ‘In

Just sing and the

N%vg York? Did he buy a gold brick?”’

ram—*“All he kin remember buying

wag three whiskeys!”—Puck,

of a cogntlry they had left.

CLEANEST PLACE -
" IN'THE WORLD

The Original Spotless Town In
the Nosthern Part of
Hofland.

From‘ Public Opinion,

Far ‘up in' northern Hoiiand, among
the dykes and @nals of Queen Wilhel-
mina’s. little kingdom, Ties Broeck, the
foriginal Spétiess:-Town. | The palings
'0f “the fences. of Broeck are .sky blue.
The " streets are—-paved - with shining
tricks of many colours. ©° The houses
dre rose-coloured; black, grey, purple,
hght blue, or pale green: . The doors are
painted and gilded. . For hours you may
hot see a soul in: the streets or at the
windows. ° The. streets and houses,
hridges, windows, and barns show a
neatness: and abtillianey that are ab-
solutely painful.. "At every step a new
cffect is disclosed, a - new sense beheld,
as ‘painted upon, the drop “curtain of a
stage. ' Everything is mipute, compact,
painted, speotiess, and- c¢lean. In the
heuses of Broedk, for. cleaning purposes,
yau ‘will find big brooms, little brooms,
tooth brushes, aquafortis, whiting for
the window pains, rouge for the forks
and spoons, coal dust for the copper,
cmery for the iron utemsils, brick pow-
der for the floors, and even small splint-
ers of wood with which to prick out the
tiny bits of straw in the cracks between
the bricks. Here are some of the rules
of this wonderful town—

“Citizens goust leave théir shoes at the
door when entering a house.

‘‘Before or after sunset no one is al-
lowed to smoke excepting with a pipe
having a cover, so that the ashes will
vot he scattered upon the street.

“Anyone crossing the village on horse-
hack must get out of the saddle and
lead the horse,

*A cuspidor shall be kept by the front
door of each house, where it may be
accessible from the window.

“It is forbidden to cross the village
m a carriage or to drive animals through
the streets.”

In addition to these established rules
it is the custom of every citizen who
sees a leal or a bit of straw blown be-
fore his heuse by the wind to pick it
up and throw it into the canal. The
people go five hundred paces out of the
village to dust their shoes. Dogens
of boys are paid to blow the dust from
hetween' the bricks in the streets four
times ‘an hour. In certain houses the
guests are carried over the threshold
%0 ‘as not to soil the pavements. At
one time the mania for cleaning in
Broeck reached such a point that the
housewives of the village neglected even
their religious duaties for serubbing and
washing. The village pastor, after try-
Img every sort of persuasion, preached a
iong sermon in which he declared that
every Dutch woman who had faith-
fully fuifilled her' duties towards God
in this world would find in the next a
house -packed full of furniture and
stored with the most various and prec-
ious articles of use and ornament which,
not being distracted by any other occu-
pations, she woulud be able to brush,
f\\'ash, and polish for.all eternity. The
promise of this sublime recompense, and
the thought of this-extreme happiness,
flled the women with such fervour and
piety that for' months, thereafter the pas-
tor had no cause for complaint.

Around evegpy house in JBroeck are
buckets, benches, rakes, hoes, and
stakes, all coloured red, blue, white, or
jYellow. - The brilliancy and variety of
jcolours and the cleanliness, brightness,
and miniature pomp of the place are
wonderful. At the windows there are
c¢mbroidered curtains with rose-coloured
ribbons.  The blades, bands, and nails
of the gaily painted windmills shine like
silver.  The' houses are brightly varn-
irhed and -surrounded with red and
white railings and fences. The panes
of glass in the windows are bordered
by many lines of different hues. The
trunks of all the trees are painted grey
from root to branch. Across the
streams are many little wooden bridges,
vach painted as white as snow. The
zutters are ornamented with a sort of
wooden festoon perforated like lace.
The pointed facades are surmounted
with a smallgeathercock, little lance or
romethinz resembling a bunch of flowers.
fA\'om'I_\* every house has two doors, one
|in front and one behind, the last for
every-day entrance and exit. the for-
mer opened only ou great occasions,
such as births, deaths, and marriages.

The gardens are as peculiar as the
bouses. The paths are hardly
enough to walk in.  One could put his
arms aronnd the flower beds. The
dainty arbours would barely hold two
persons  sitting close together. The
little myrtle hedges would scarcely reach
to the knees of a four-yearsold child.
Between the arbours and the flower
heds run little ‘canals which seem made
to float paper boats. .They are ecrossed
by miniature wooden bridges with col-
oured pillars and parapets. There are
ponds the size of a bath which are al-
most eoncealed by Lilliputian boats tied
with red cords to blue stakes, tiny stair-
cases, and miniature kitchen gardens,
Everything could be mearsured with the
hand, crossed at a leap, demolished by
2 blow.  Moreover, there are trees cut
in the shape of fans, plumes, and dises,
with their trunks coloured white and
L:lue. At every step one discovers a
new effect, a fresh combination of hues,
a novel caprice, some new absurdity.

The rooms are very tiny and resemble
S0 many bazaars. There are porcelain
figures on the cupboards, ‘Chinese cups
and sugar bowels on and under the
tables, plates fastened on the walls,
clocks, ostrich eggs, shells, vases, plates,
glasses placed in every corner and con-
cealed in every nook; cupboards full of
hundreds of trifles and ornaments with-
out name, a crowding disorder and ut-
ter confusion of colours.
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CANADA’'S NEW SETTLERS.

No Difficulty in  Assimilating Those
From United States.

IF'rom Montreal Star.

The possible danger to British Institu-
vions through the immense immigration
into our West from the United States,
continues to be a subject of discussion,
principally for papers on the other side
of the international line. <Canadians
liave no fears.on this score. To begin
with, not. offe "in ten of the so-called
Aniericans” will be found to be other
than people who were actually not born
cn this continent, or who are only a
generation :removed from some other
nationality. Their coming is not part
of any plot to grab a neighbor’s country,
but a plan to take up homes in a land
where peace and plenty abound, where
life and property are more sacred than
in any other country om earth. We
claim that their residence in the United
States’ has not destroyed in them the
capacity to appreciate the advantages of
living in such a country and under such
A constitution as we have in Canada.
Indeed, if our Republican friends will
pardon us for saying o, ‘we think the
contrast with conditions in the country
they have left will not be such as to
make them anxious to have exactly the
same conditions prevail in Canada.
They will find here a greater control in
the hands of the people than -in the
country they have left; less worship of
‘he plutocracy; greater ' respeet for
human rights.

But, gve are “asked, what will be the
effect Upon the settlement of present or
future “disputed questions between Can-
ada and the United States., such as the
Alaskan boundary question? = We do
not think our new settlers are fools, who
would use ‘their ‘influence to rob the
country of their adoption for the benefit

ime of theé RWevolutionary wir, and be-

wide |

‘and! evening paper!”

fore,. there: was something of an immi-
gration from the' New England Colonies
to ‘the Western pagyt of Nova Scotia (not
the U. E. Loyalift. movement). These
immigrants were of:the genuine Puritan
Yankee type. They took no part on
behalf of the revolting’ colonists in their
new homes, during-the' continuauce of
the struggle. ~When, half a century
later, the. then powerful United States
availed themselves of the difficulties
England had in the Old World to de-
clare war against her with the hope of
capturing Canada, there were no more
loyal British subjects in the Empire
than the descendants—the immediate
children—of those settlers from Cape
Cod who populated - the South-Western
shore of Nova Scotia.

The census ‘bulletin just issued shows
there were already resident in Canadi
in 1901, 127.891 people who were citi-
zens of the Wnited States by birth, net
including many. born #in other eountries
who came to us from the Republic. In
fact, even before the present rush over
the line, the United States furnished
very nearly a8 mauy of our immigrants
as all other countries combined, (outside
the TUnited Kingdom.) Yet,  -there
never was a time when there was less
thought of annexation in Canada than
at present, and none in Canada are more
Canadian than those who came to- us
from the United States.

The citizen.of a country is very apt to
take the side of his own home in a
guarrel, especially where his side hap-
pens to be right, no matter what
country is om the other side. We feel
perfectly safe “in welcoming our new
settlers from the TUnited States, and
have no fear as to their future loyalty
to their new home.

OFFICERS OF
. THE OFFICERS

Arm Chair Critics Who Freely
Blame the Fighting

Men.

From the Spectator. )

i Nothing in that paradox, a demo-
cratic monarchy, is more paradoxical
thau its ariny, with its internal abso-
lutism, its iron rules and iron-bound
Tuled. In the midst of liberty its
members are 'in honorable slavery, in
the midst of freedom they must be
silent, and universal freedom of action
does but impose upon them action by
rote and rule the more strict the more
unrestrained the general licence. They
are the appanages of monarchy, yet the
servants of the mob. They find them-
selves. judged by two antithetic stand-
ards—that of the old heroic Middle
Ages, when glory alone formed an asset
of mankind, and that of the calm, in-
cisive commercialism of to-day, which
appraises glory solely by its increment,
and requires a strict pro rata afhug’t-
ment of each. Such an army is, in-
deed, a sort of go-between or link be-
tween widely - different systems of
widely different material from either,
sucking virtie from both, yet liable to
the vices of neither; essentially &
clique, for men whose ‘task is a paradox
carry it ineyitably to its logical place
of working, the aloofness of their own
special society, methods and points of
view. And if they call for or eorndemn
a certain-tool or material, their request
or complaint must be heard, for they
alone can judge of what is reqms'h,.o
and what useless. = The roar of criti-
cism and advice from the great unmili-
tary world which usually drowns the
remarks of military men on military
Subjects is as absurd as'it is well
meant. As well might a mob of sail-
makers surround a tailor at his board
and shriek directions to him as to the
cu'tting of his cloth. They know some-
thing of the cutting of cloth, it is true.
but it is kiowlédge whichk weuld be &is-
\astrous to'the fine vicuna in “Snip’s”
hands; far befter leave him ﬁ}oue, and
if your presengé at his elbow is neces-
sary to yourself, make it useful to him
by handing him his s SSOTS, OT measure,
or anything he may require, with as
little adverse comment on his require-
ments as possible.

‘Poor generals! they remind oue of
nothing so much rs a line of targets on
| the Ash ranges durinz “cap.d. fire” prac-

fice. No sooner are they ‘‘up” than a
hundred shots fly at them from the
clumey squads at the firing po'vft, and
after 4 minute’'s uncomfortable expos-
jure, down -they go again, their fair
white paint all splotched and dirty, to
hide in the oblivion of the -markers’
gallery.  The squads chnckle aind chat-
ter; did ghey not near their missiles
ringing against the iron, plumb in the
centre, no doubt? What deadly mhrks-
men are the louts of Iingland! But the
markers in the distant gallery are
chuckling, too, for there are wondrous
few bull’s-eyes; indeed, not many hits
on the targets at all, and most of the
dirt on the white paint is from mud
land stones thrown up by misdirected
bullets, thrown up in such quantitics
tha't even the genuine hits are difficult
to .discern.

But general officers are not of insen-
sate iron, but of very sensitive flesh and
blood. Indeed, they appear to suffer
on their professional mountain-top as
climbers do from the rarefied air of
lofty- summits; hearts which beat
sound and ‘true on humbler levels be-
come fluttering, iron nerves, tense and
untrustworthy, limbs whose strength
and activity have carried cnd clawed
their owners through perils to the peak,
yield to inertness, and the whole system
seems spell-bound. Attacked in ‘this
plight, how feeble would be a man’s
resistance to a corporeal enemy; not
less feeble if his metamorphosis and his
foe were purely mental, and the latter
came tilting at a mind already van-
quished by its high and exposed situa-
tion—vanquished, but with Ms sensibility
to wounds increasing with its inability
‘to ward them off. If our generals have
done badly in the war, they have de-
fended themselves worse at home. Few
have even attempted to do &0, and of
those who did attempt it, but one,
fallen from his high estate to ordinary
levels, did so with any skill and verve
in thrust and parry.

Tt would no doubt surprise and pain
the attackers, the thousands of un-
licensed victuallers who retail the great
flood of arm-chair criticism, if they
were told how much of the paralysis of
which they have complained in our
generals was acttally produced by
themselves. Many a fine leader who
would have risked heavy losses to deal
a master-stroke (which is the essential
oil of . geperalship) has quailed and
stayed his hand when he thought of the
more terrible gamble such a game in-
volved—the gamble with his own fair
name and reputation—aye, even with
his own personal -character, so loaded
are the dice with ‘which his opponents
play. The shout of ‘Westminster
Abbey or Victory!” sufficient in itsel¥
to compel the latter, dies %remulously
on a commander’s lips, and the dim
glorious alternative fades in his heart
at the whisper, “The submarine cable
Who will cast
with Fortune for his honor? 7To whom
is honor so much his all as to a British
general in the field? And what shall
we- say of creditors who would grab at
‘the very soul of a man whom fate may
deliver to them bankrupt, his wealth
squandered perhaps, but squandered in
an honest effort for the good of his
country and the countrymen who em-
bitter his ruin? No; we at home hfave
not less to answer for because there is
no one to whom we need render account.
‘We have mot invariably ‘“done our
best,” bhut often our worst—a paralyz-
ing, numbing worst, answerable for
who knows how many “lost opportuni-
ties” and “regrettable incidents” on the
far-away veldt and kopjes.
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THE CASE OF
‘MR.H. F. PAGE

8pokene Paper Comments on
the Inconvenience He Has
Suffered,

in “The Ranch,” published at N
kane, Mr. H. . Page, of Matsqui, J,.
tbe following letter in regard to
trouble ovér importing
horses to the States;

Editor The Ranch : My case regar: i,
duty deposited upon ten registered ;..
cheron horses at Sumas, Wasl., “10-
ber, had a hearing this afternoon bef,..
Judge DeVries, one of the board of oy
Praisers from New York. I gave evid
and for ‘the first time was officially
that the duty was withheld upon groy
of a question of law, viz., that §t i«
permissible under the act to be alloweq
1free emtry upon breeding stoclk when op
tered with the imtent of sale.  Noyw.
think this reaches a stage where it Inter-
ests many of ‘the breeders of the [pj:,
States and Candda, as many of the
orters are not breeders, and the stoek is
mported with intent ¢t both by
United States and Canadiup mporters. I
understand that this is the first time ihis
question has been raised, and if the dect-
slon of Colleetor. Heustis is upheld by ti.
board of appraisers, it must seriously .-
fect the business of many importers.
am informed that a final decision will 1.
be reached before August. It is we
all ‘imfporters of pure-bred stock t0 kv
what may occur. By publishing t
you may confer a favor upon a n
‘breeders and importers.
Yours truly,

H. F. PAGE
Commenting op this_ letter The Ranch
says:

“The attention of live stock ;
breeders and ~the asricult
throughout the country «(;
called to the communicatio
pears in this issue from
relative to the case in w
compelled to pay $1,000
Lhead of horses which w
into this state from Bri
during October of last
standing that the horses
panied by the proper regi-
of the American P
Breeders’ Association -
sw. The contention of (.
tis was that inasmuch . 11,
were imported to be offer.
they were subject to the
Page, through his attorneys.
the case, and on Monday of thi<
the testimony was heard 1 thi
Judge DeVries, who is one of t
members of the board of app
which holds its sessions in New Y
city, and who is now on a special tr
to this coast. This board of appraise:
will take the case under considerat
and will render their decision some tin.
in Avgust next.’

“In order that the facts 0° the ciw
may be clearly understood, we reprodie
below that part of Collector Heusiis
letter written to this journal in respolse
te. a criticism we made regarding lLis
action, and which we published in our
issue of March 13 :

“‘Mr. H. F. Page, the importer you
mention, is an alien stock breeder resi-
ing in British Columbia. On Octoher
1R last he imported at Sumas four sral-
lions and six mares, making entry for
same as pure-bred Percheron stock and
claiming they were entitled to 1yee
cntry under the provisions of article 473
of the existing tariff, which provides
that any animals pure bred of a recos-
nized breedduly registered and certified
as required by the regulations of the
honorable secretary of the treasury shall
be admitted free when imported speci-
ally for breeding purposes. Pedigree
certificates were presented with the
entry, but as the animals were evi
dently imported for sale, the i
was required to deposit the amou:
duty that would accrue in case the aui-
mals were found’to be not entitlel to
free entry, ‘dnd ‘vas given an o
nity -to protince satisfactory e
that 'they were ‘intended specially
breeding purposes; which sail evidence
was lacking on entry. Neither the
deputy collector at Sumas nov this office
questioned the ‘genuineness of the reci
tration papers, as intimated in you
torial, and Mr. Page well knows
that was not the reason that lie was
quired to deposit the amount of the
auty. It was purely a question of evi-
dence on the point of the purpose for
which the animals were imported. As
you are aware, Percheron horses
valuable for draught horses, and when
imported for that purpose are subject
io duty, and a proper enforce:
the tariff as well as regard for t
tection of the interests of
stock raisers alike demand a full i
gation of the facts.

“As we have stated, Juldge DoVr
a member of the bo
which resides in New ki and ir i
the board of final appeal upon <uct
matters. The juilge, in response t
mquiry of a r : ive of this j
nal at the ¢l + hearinge
that the point i had neve:.
opinion, come up tor decisi
He stated that it was |
of the interpretation of &
the definition of what is meant when it
says pure-bred animals shall be admitted
{ree of duty when imported specially for
breeding purposes.

“When Mr. Page was required to }
$1,000 before his horses would be
mitted, we felt that it was a d
injustice, and contrary to the
the law. We said at the time i
an unwarranted tax. gnd knew
would have the effect of causing
plete cessation of impo
bred stoek from British Co
has been the result, which
very deplorable, and much to be regre:-
ted by the stockmen of both sides of tlu
line; ‘but if the decision of the collect
of this district ix upheld. it will have 2
effect ifiternational in character, and:
business of importation from foreizn
countries will be brought to an u
complete standstill. It is well
that many firms make a business ol i
porting from Canada and from
World pure-bred stock of all kir
that such stock is permitted to
free, provided it is accom
proper certificates of regist
government does not follow sucl stook
after it leaves the customs office: ¢
the importer is free to dispose of
stock to anyoue he likes and ar whi
cver price he can get. If Collect
Heustis is upheld in his contention 1
pure-bred horsesc must be imported !
breeding purposes only, and 1
sold or worked, it will paral
whole business of importation, 1
cof horses, but of all other c¢ia
stock. ’ .
*We think that the various
associations should act upon
ter, in order to i prope
the board of appra < the wi ¢
injury an adverse decizion in the I
case would have on the whole bre
industry.”
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RATTLED BRIDEGROOM'S MISTARI

A young couple were married in I:
Falls recently, and a number f
friends and relatives assembled at th

way station to see them off on their b«
moon. Old slipers and rice were shower
on the happy pair as they boarded Tl
train. When they got comfortably scated
in the car the groom noticed a boot in e
aisle, and thinking it was one Lh:n’“_m
been thrown into the car by some of his
jovial friends, threw the boot omt of t
window as the train was moviag. It

pened that the boot belonged to a Wo

known Toronto commercial traveler, wit

had removed it to ease his weary feet. U
the arrival of the train at Linds:

new pair of boots for the drummer —Lin¢
say (Can.) correspondence of the Toront
Globe.

‘Ba!‘ber—Yonr hair is very thin, sir. Ha:

you tried our speeial hair wash?”’

Customer (In a reassuring tone)—"U2

® Ino; It wasn't that that did §t.”
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