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A MASTERLY EFFORT.

The Hon. John Robson must indeed be
congratulated on the splendid speech he
made in the House yesterday on Mr.
Semlin’s motion of want of confidence.
One ceuld not, in listering to his eloquent
words, fail to draw a mental comparison
between the acting leader of the Govern-
ment and the leader of the Opposition as
public speakers; the one forcible and con-
vincing, the other halting and illogical.
It was little wonder that the House grew
enthusiastic yesterday when Mr. Robson
demolished one after another the argu-
ments of the Opposition, and vindicated
in his own masterly manner the policy of
the Government. .The occasion was on
motion to go inte committee of supply,
Mi. Semlin introducing an amendment
censuring the Government because it
had, - as he  alleged, failed to carry
out the expression of the House con-
tained in the resolution of 6th April,
1887, asking that the Dominion Gov-
ernment consent to exchange railway
belt lands between Burrard Inlet and the
Eastern boundary for those situated in
the Peuce River district. .. He also reiter-
ated the long" catalogue: of complaints
which Her Majesty’s. Loyal Opposition
seems to believe it has against the Gov-
ernment, including the undue prolonga-
tion of the session. Then the acting
leader of the House replied- to his
opponent, making one of the most
brilliant speeches that has ever been
heard in the halls of our local legislature.
He showed that so far from the govern-
ment being remiss in its duty in the
matter of exchanging the railway belt
lands for those in the Peace River district,
it had done all it possibly could to hasten
g0 desirable an end. When the late
Minister of the Interior, to whose memory
he paid a touching tribute, was here in
August last the question had been freely
and fully discussed with him and when he
(the speaker) was called to Ottawa last
year by the Premier of Canada, although
the matter did not form one of the objects
of his mission, yet it had come up for
consideration and was now in" a practical
and speedy way of settlement. The papers
had not been brought down, as complained
of by the Opposition, because the Dominion
government had made it vne of the con-
ditions that they should not, = as
they might seriously interfere with
the present negotistions and possibly
break them off altogether. This was as
complete an answer to the @pposition
complaints as could well have been ~im-
agined. Then again, he completely took
the wind out of his opponent’s- sails by
conclusively proving that to the Opposi-
tion alone was due the spinning out of the
session to such an undue length. Every-
body knows that they obstructed the busi-
ness of the House in every possible way,
the leader of the Qpposition indulging in
meaningless technicalties, while the mem-
ber for Comox delivered himself of several
and sundry speeches on 'almost every
question that came before the House.  Per-
haps never before in the history of the
Legislature were personalities so liberally
indulged in, and the offending party was,
in almost every instance, the Hon. Mr.
Humphreys. The Government and their
supporters were anxious to carry on the
busi in a stat like but
were met by the obstructionist policy of
the gentleman to the left of the Speaker,
who, in the absence of closure,which might
very properly in future be applied to
them, could, and did, carry out their
designs to any extent they desired.
Mr. Semlin in moving his amendment
yesterday only added ancther to the many
eggregious blunders made by the Opposi-
tion during the session. That party
which came into the House a solid 8 has
dwindled down to 5 and even to 4 and is
now_so completely demoralized that its in-
fluence as a political power is gone. TIn

the closing hours of the Session the
Government stand in a stronger position
that they ever did- in the con-
fidence of the country, while in the
assembly the vote of 15 to 6 on the
amendment, of the senior member for
Yale testifies to the fact that they enjoy
the respect and. esteem of a very large
majority of the people’s representatives,

The magnificent speech ef the acting

Attorney-General, which we regret con-

siderations of space prevent our publish-
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| that it would not have been the laughingf. 1
stock of the country. Whatever may|:

| have been the promise to support the
8| bill, there certainly was s reservation of | i
| the right of members to use their intel-
.| ligenice in amending it 80 as to avoid stul-
{ tifying themselves; but as no smendment

vortse- | iving the greatest’possible m;{ 6 to th
More, than one week sud not,miore thanone | did. True, the importer of the_ first bill.

to put the bill in such a form as |

would be -acoepted by the introducer,
the only ‘alternative ' was . to.. kill
this *“‘touch-me-not,”” and substitute a bill
Lb&ﬁﬁgm.which the ‘Hon. Mz Davie
thereby loses a little expectant glory, but |
the interests of the laboring mau and the
public generally are more important than
the acquiring of notoriety by any indi-
vidual. It would require too much space
to point out the numerous defects of the
first bill, ‘but it is sufficient to say that its
passage would have practically deprived
the laborer of all liens, and that it would
have been ridiculed by the judges, and
have caused disaster to the laboring man ;
while the bill introduced by Mr. Davie is
simple and comprehensive, and the hon.
member who said on the floor of the
house that it was the “‘best lien bill” ever
in force in this province, might truth-
fully have added, or on the American con-
tinent.
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MR. BEAVEN'S AMENDMENT.

One can easily imagine with what virtu-

ous indignation and what withering sar-

casm the leader of the Opposition would

have denounced the amendment to the

school law, brought in by hiroself yester-

day, had it emanated from the: govern-

ment. It would, if passed, have done
a great injury, as it affects the rights of

franchise, and at the same time would

cause endless trouble and confusion. Mr.

Beaven’s principal suggestion was that

the elections for trustees be held at the

same time, in the same place, and in the

same manner as the election for members

of the city council, the voters being the

same in both cases. Now anyone can

see at a glance, as was pointed out by the

Hon. Mr. Robson, that this would inevit-

ably result in educational questions assum-

ing a political bias, civic and school

matters being fought out on. the same
basis. ‘Tnstead of keeping so impor-

tant a subject as ‘education out
of the reach of partisan politics,

Mr. Beaven’s amendment would have

precipitated such a union of the two in
the public mind as could not have failed

to seriously affect the school system, and
greatly hamper its usefulness. But even a

more serious objection was the fact that
by its passage the women would be dis-
franchised. It is to the ladies that we
largely look for an engrossing interest in
the success of our schools, and it is a mat-
ter of fact, as the reports of the annual
examinations will show, that the: mothers
and sisters of pupils greatly outnumber
the fathers and brothers on those inter-
esting occasions. Woman naturally seeks
refinement and this can only be gained
through the medium of education. It is
only right and fair that where all her in-
terests lie she should have some ‘‘say” in
the election of those into whose hands is
given the safe-keeping of the school es-
tablishment. When, then, it was pro-
posed (as would surely have come to pass
if Mr. Beaven’s amendment had not sum-
marily and effectively been squelched)
to = prohibit ~women from  casting
their ballots for the election of trustees, a
great wrong was being seriously con-
sidered by Victoria’s senior membgr, and
an insult offered to its ladies. Happily the
good sense of the House saw this, and
although Mr. Beaven afterwards offered to
eliminate that portion of his amendment,
his intention was self-evident. Had Mr.
Beaven's idea as. to a change of day for
the election ef school trustees been carried
out the result would have been *‘confusion
worse confounded.” The scholastic year
now  ends . at midsummer and -the
election  of school trustees ' is  then
held ; the result' of° Mr. Beaven’s
proposed change would,be, as the Minister
of Education pointed out, a lack of uni-
formity —the Victoria elections being held
at a different time frow all other districts
—as well as necessitating heaps of trouble
for the Edacation office. The amendment
also contained a provision for making the
boundaries of Victoria school district the
same as those comprising the corporate
limits of the city, but Hon. Mr. Robson
showed that the government were arrang-
ing & change in the lines of Victoria West,
making the city line the boundary, thus
separating Victoria City district from
Victoria West. The Spring Ridge school,
he said, was within the city limits and no
advantage could be gained in making the
lines those of the city boundary. While it
would have the effect of disfranchising
those at present within the district it
would not prevent their children from at-
tending the schools. It is little wonder
that Mr. Grant’s amendment' to Mr.
Beaven's amendment, providing that the
present voters be retained, was defeated
by a vote of 15 to 5, or that the orig-
inal amendment was lost on a division of
16 to 4. Mr. Beaven certainly placed
himself yesterday in a most unenviable
position, and hereafter it will hardly be
his place to sneer at bills, however absurd
or ill-digested, prepared by other honor-
able members of the House.

jng in full, was the crowning event of the
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| also endeavored to stab himself in the

D, Orsights u'%”ﬁm'w” goe of
K ighton, M. P. oy 2 of
sed through Montreal on |
the palace car at the depdt he was intro-
duced by a mutual friend to Mr. Mercier,
and the latter, bowing very politely, ex-
pressed his deep re at having met him
under such circu 0es.
Alfred C. Costlett, Toronto, while
laboring under religious excitement,
emasculated himself with a table knife,
declaring he would not be overcome by
his animal passions like Longley. He

abdomen. He lies in a critical condition
in the kospital.

Voting on petitiong for the repeal of
the Scott Act took placé on - Thursday in
the following Ontario counties, in every
one of which re was carried and the
act was defeated, at last accounts, by the
majorities named:. Simooe, 2.250 major-
ity; Renfrew, 580; Bruce, 400; Norfolk,
500; Dundas, Stormont and Glengarry,
1,750;.Huron, 800; Dufferin, 120.

Mrs. Longley left Toronto on Saturda;
to join her husband at Niagara Falls, N.
Y. Before leaving she stated that she
had the utmost confid in her husband
The matter was referred to in several of
the Methodist churches on Sunday. -Mr.
Stafford, of the Metropolitan church, and
Mr. Jeffrey, in the Bloor street chuarch,
defended Longley, and said people should
not condemn him until he been heard.
No reference was made to it in Longley’s

church.

_ QUEBEC.
The office-of the Mississquoi Record has
been destroyed by fire.
A little boy named Chabot fell on a pair
of scissors at St. Sauveur and the points of
the instrument penetrated the bowels
deeply.
Sir George Stephen and Sir Donald
Smith have purchased a lafjge interest in
the Minneapolis & Sault -Ste. Marie rail-
road.

The .Montreal street. railway company
has sued the city for $100,000 damages, |
caused by the impassable condition of the |
streets. b :

Pelletin, a cripple, who was arrested
and imprisoned at giontreal for stealing a
ride, has been liberated upon the order of
the Minister of Justice. :
Gabriel Dumont is being feted at Que+
bec. He declares his object in visiting
the province is to explain the circumstan-
ces leading to the Saskatchewan uprising
in 1885.

Gabriel Dumont will confine his atten-
tion to lecturing while in Quebec. He
refuses to take part in the local elections.
He was entertained at dinner by ex-May-
or Beaugrand.

Hon. Charles L. Champagne has been
called to Ottawa by Sir Hector Langevin.
It is rumored he will be appointed judge
of the supreme court or senator for Mille
Isles division.

William Ahern, secretary of the Phar-
maceutical Association, Montreal, has dis-.
appeared with money borrowed from
several persons. He leaves a wife and
son behind him.

R. 8. White, of the Montreal Gazette,
was presented with a handsome silver
epergne by his colleagues in the parlia-
mentary press gallery on the occasion of
his approaching marriage.

1t is reported that the libel case against
Creighton, of the Toronto Empire, is in a
fair way to be settled, if not settled al-
ready, on condition that the Empire shall
make a full and ample apology to
Mercier. :

The Montreal Numismatic and Anti-
quarian society propese to celebrate the
250th anniversary of the founding of the
city, which occurs in 1892, by something
specially worthy of the occasion, perhaps
a world’s fair.  The society has appealed

upon the matter.

News has reached Quebec city from
Montmorenci Falls to the effect that two
French Canadians, employed in construc-
tion work on the. Quebec, Montmorenci
& Charlevoix railway, broke inte the cu.n-
tractor’s stable there and accidentally
poisoned themselves by swallowing a
quantity of ‘horse ‘medicine ‘which they
found in a box and which they mistook
for whiskey. One of the number is dead,
another is dying, and the third is in a
very critical condition. A coroner has
gone to the Falls to hold an inquest.

Mr. Creighton, manager of the Toronto
Empire, arrived at Quebec on Sunday,
appeared before the police magistrate next
morning, and gave bail to appear from
day-to day to answer the libel suit brought
by the premier, Hon. Mr. Mercier, for
alleged libel. Quite a sensation was
caused at the St. Louis hotel when Mr.
Mercier called around and introduced as
he.called him, ‘‘his friend Mr. Creighton,”
to several of his intimate friends. ' After
some pleasant conversation between them
Mr. Mercier left, shaking hands with Mr.
Creighton, and saying, ‘‘My dear friend,
anything I can do for you Pleue let me
know; I will do my utmost.”

MANITOBA.

Rev. Dr. Duval, of Toledo, Ohio, will
shortly visit Winnipeg and preach on trial
for the Knox church congregation.

Major. Bell is putting two  thousand
acres of the Bell farm under crop.

P. A. McDonald, barrister, Winnipeg,
has been appointed Master-in-Chancery.

High water is reported on the South
Saskatchewan. The ferry cables and
scows at Clarke’s crossing - and  Saskatoon
are reported to be carried away.

NEW BRUNSWICK.
An attachment has been issued against
editor J. T. Hawke for contempt of court.
Hawka says e will not go to KFredericton
at his own expense, and if the Supreme
t(i‘oruﬂi wants * him it must convey him
ere.

r can be ob-

First-class Wrapping Pa;
‘gai' s

tained at M, W,

. gl‘:orduu not vote against it~ His speech

by resolution to the public to pronounce | .

created a veritable sensation and caused

genuine rise_in all circles. -It is ad-
mitted on all sides that this session of the

1 Wor Pr‘lor»

'CAPITAL NOTES:

Delivers His Maiden
.. _Speech in the Commons.

————

l}eﬁppfn Foreibly of the Behring’s Sea’ Out-

<Mr. Strongly Urgesa Speedy
ettlementThe Minister of Marine Promises
‘of ‘the Papers—Lady Mucdonald.
' ‘Late Hon. Thomas White—Parlismentary
§ ‘Proeaedlngs.‘

|¥rom Qur Own Correspondent.|
Orrawa, April 25.—From the fact that
the Premier answereéd Mr. Davis’ two

commons has greatly damaged the positi

tions to-day it is taken as an indica-

of the government.
Never Surrender.

The Italian government has decided to
concentrate its naval forces in the Medi-
terranean, and in pursuance of this reso-
lution has ordered the South American
squadron home preparatory to disposing
of it in waters washing the shores of
Italy, France and Spain. Referring to
this move and its probable object, La
Cocard, the Paris organ of General Bou-
langer, declares England must give way
in t, and that, too, without unneces-
sary delay. France, the -paper further
declares, will never surrender her rightful
advantages in the Mediterranean, though
the English and Italian fleets combine, as
they are no doubt doing, to compel her to
0 80.

Parliamentary Notes.

In the house of commons to-day, James

Carew, member for North Kildare,
moved the second reading of the Irish
county court bill, the principle of which
he said, was to give to the people of Ire-
land the control of strictly local affairs
through a council directly elected by the
people.
Gladstone in support of the motion,
said: *‘The government had withdrawn
its promise and had declared that until
I eﬂmd shounld forgoe the natural aspira-
tion of her people and withdraw her claim
to the establishment of a central authority
at Dublin, no local government . bill for
Ireland would be presented; therefore
those who did not support this bill would
become & party to that declaration.” - °

Balfour said that every one knew that a
local government bill for Ireland was bad
as the ex-offices element was excladed
from its provisions. Politics in Ireland
were entirely different from politics in
England.. The present social warfazre in
Ireland could noteontinue and when there
should be an. equality of conditions he
would be one of the first to execute what
was now desired by the people.

Lord Randolph Churchill said the gov-
ernment had in 1886 pledged itself to ex-
tend to lreland the same amount of local
liberty enjoyed in England; that pledge
was the foundation of the Unionist party
and the only platform on which it could
resist a repeal of union if the government
relied merely upon the executive powers.
If it were going to preach that the Irish
must be looked apon as inferior it might
hold that position for a time, but not for
long. That was not a sufficient interpreta-
tion of the government’s policy. If Ire-
land had to wait in the hands of the
Dublin executive, Conservatives must
take care that they did not expose them-
selves to a well directed indictment of
reaction.

Chamberlain opposed the bill in a brief
speech.

Upon a division, the second reading of
the bill was rejected by a vote of 282
to 196.

The Pope and the Natiomnalists,

The T'imes' Rome cofespondent is as-
sured upon excellent authority that the
Pope will almost immediately instruct the
Irish clergy to strongly condemn the plan
of campaign, boycotting and other ques-
tions meanwhile remaining in considera-
tion together with the reports. of Mgr.
Persico, which are adverse to the meth-
ods employed by the nationalists.

. Approaching Marriage. .
The Chronicle announces the approach-
ing marriage of Joseph Chamberlain to
Miss Endicott, who met and formed an
attachment to the Birmingham statesman
daring his visit to the United States.

The Queen’s Visit.

Queen Victoria will leave Berlin for
London to-morrow if the Emperor is no
worse shan he has been to-day. Her
Majesty is said to have expressed herself
as thoroughly gratified at her reception in
Germany, and in view of the intense anti-
English feeling prevailing in Berlin she
certainly has reason to be pleased at the
apparent cordiality of her greeting.

A Constituency for Blunt.

DusLin, April 256.— Wilfred Blunt is in
this city and it is expected he will stand
as parlinmentary candidate for the seat
of 8t. Stephen’s Green made vacant by
the death of E. Dwyer Gray.

The Panama Canal. .

Paris, April 256.—The report of the
chamber committee on the Panama lottery
loan proposal, recommends that permis-
sion be given immediately to the company
to issue a loan, and expresses confidence
in the early completion of the canal.

The Queen’s Reception.

BerLIN, April 24. 1t is estimated that
from 80,000 to 100,000 persons assembled
at Charlottenberg to-day to witness the
progua of Victoria from Charlottenberg
to Potadam. Upon the arrival of the
Queen in Berlin she was given as grand
& reception as she could have received in
Lond er prog from Charlotten-
berg to Berlin was au unbroken ovation,
and the Berlin police were powerless to
restrain the crowd from breaking through
the cordon they had established in their
eagerness to do honor to the mother of
the Emperor’s wife  The Queen acknow-
ledged the honors paid her by repeated
l:iov- and facial expressions of gratifica-

on.

nperor partook of a heart
luncheon to-day though he spent-most oyf

the day in bed. Towards evening his tem-

%) &

tion that Sir John will administer the
Interior and Indisn departments until
after the session when a re-oWonM
the cabinet will take place. 'The name of
Gov. Dewdney is greatly canvassed among
the members as likely to get the vacant
Interior portfolio.

The House. talked Scott Act all even-
ing.  Mr. McCarthy's bill, simplifying vot-
ing, passed its second reading. An im-
portant amendment of Mr. Tisdale’s, pro-
viding that where the aet is repealed in a
county a proclamation nullifying the act
there be issued within thirty days of vot-
ing, was incorporated. Mr. Jamieson’s
bill to render the act better workable also
passed its second reading. The amend-
ment of Mr. Hi for the adjourn-
ment of the debate was killed 88
to 44,

of 'a resolution declaring the gravingdock
at Levis -opposite Quebec a work of
Canada, and the Quebec harbor commis-
sioners are released  from any obligation
to repay to the government the whole or
part of any advance made for the pu

of constructing the dock, bonds halg by
the government for advances made to be
returned to the harbor commissioners to
such an amount as has been paid out of
the capital to the government for interest
and sinking fund. This relieves the Que-
bec harbor commissioners of an obligation
exceeding one million dollars.

The government have selected a site for
the Manitoba branch of the experimental
farm at Brandon. It consists of sections
twenty-seven, ten, and nineteen, and is
beautifully situated on the north side of
the Assiniboine river, and is part of the
Stewart estate, the price paid averaging
fifteen dollars per acre. - .

Sir Charles Tupper also’ gave notice of
the release of the Montreal harbor” com-
missioners from all liabilities and advan-
ces made to enable them to widen and
deepen the channel of Lake St. Peter
and the St. Lawrence from Montreal to
Quebec, and that the amount. paid by the
government for interest be refunded.
The government will pay to the
harbor = commissioners of - Montreal
a sum not exceeding $37,4056, the excess
of expenditure over net revenue last year.
The government will expend through the
harbor commissioners the remaining un-
expended sumsauthorized by any act here-
tofore based on” completing the channel.
The dredge, plant and appliances of the
commissioners will become the prope
of the government. No tonnage dues wi
hereafter be levied or collected on vessels
entering Montaeal. .

A. W. Ross will move for the report of
Prof. Saunders to the Minister of Agri-
culture respecting the selection of a site
forthe Manituba experimental farm.

Hon. Mr. Thompson gave notice of a
bill to attach & penalty for advertising
counterfeit money.

Col. O’Brien introduced a bill to pro-
vide for. the care and reformation of neg-
lected children.

Hon, Mr. Thompson introduced a bill
to constitute four judges of the supreme
court a quorum, and providing in the
event of an equality in discussion the case
must be reheard the next term before not
less than five.

Hon. Mr. Carling in reply to Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright said the attention of the
government had been called to the ar-
rival of necessitous immigrants into Can-
ada, but inquiry showed that they repre-
sented but a small fractional amount of
the whole.

Hon. Mr. Chapleau said it was in-
tended to introduce & bill to suspend the
revigion of the voters’ list this year.

Hon. Mr. Costigan in reply to Mr.
Cuarran said the government would have
intoxicating liquers analyzed under the
Foods Adulteration Act..

An animated discussion teok place in
the commons to-day om Mr. Gordon’s
motion for papers in “veference to the
Behring’s sea question. Major Prior de-
livered his maiden speech and created a
very favorable impression.” He was com-
plimented by the premier and members
of the cabinet. Mr. Prior said he could
not use language too strong agaimst the
action of the Americans in Alaskan
waters. The United States aunthorities
would rather insult British citizens and
trample on the British flag than
to allow the Alaska Commercial Com-
pany to lose its hold on the seal
fisheries in Behring’s sea, nowithstanding
the fact that that company had rights on
two Islands only. He hm{thil year heard
that three new revenue cutters had been
ordered from San Francisco to seize all
vessels in the seas. The owners of vessels
seiezd in 1886 were still unable to get
possession of their property. He hoped
the government would allow the papers to
be brought down to show that prompt
action had been taken to secure redress
(applause.) Hon. Mr. Fester said upon re-
considerg:ion he ooull: promile of the
papers. Severalmembers spoke, the i-
tion endeavoring'to show g;tthe Igpisgi.:l
authoritiés were remiss in their duties.
Mr. Baker strongly urged a speedy settle-
ment of the dispute.

A beautiful wreath of cala lilies rested

on the desk until ten days ago used by the

late Hon. Thos. White. It was a token

of regard from one Io‘:d the kindest hearted
A,

women in Canada, ly M 1d

Remove the Cause.
To remedy an evil the cause must be
removed. It is by openi the clogged

the impure poisonous and worn out matter
which 1s the cause of disease that B. B. B.

is so uniformly successful in ov
all diseases of the Stomach, Live!,m

and _ tu-th-sat-dw

& Poriion. of
‘Lays ‘& Floral Wreath on the Desk of the

Sir Oharles Tupper gave notice to-night |

avenues of the system and thus removing |

- | second reading Thursday.

' nerthern British
moye that was being made towards con-

| structing a road into the Yukon district.

; PRIVILEGE.
. Mr, Allen said that in last night's Times
there was another contemptible article,
| which seemed fo have been written speci-
ally for his benefit. Now, he was given
to understand that Lhe articles which fre-
quently appeared in this paper iu regard
to hon, members were written by & mem-
ber of this house (Mr. Grant—Name,
name !). He had first blamed the repor-
ter of the miserable sheet as being their
suthor, but was now glad to know he was
mistaken.

Mr. Beaven—Do you mean me ?

Mr. Allen (emphatically) — No! sirl

(Iaughter): »

r gx Grant asked if it was he who was
mesnt i

e E«Aﬂeno—Yea: you !

will believe me when 1 state that I had
nothing whatever to do with them. The
article complained of I never saw until
after its publication, 4

Mr. Allen—Mr. Speaker, I desire to
call your attention to the fact that the
Times is a disgrace to thisprovince. (Great
laughter. )

SQUATTERS’ CLAIMS.

Mr. Ladner moved, seconded by Mr.
Orr, that the report of the select commit-
tee appointed to inquire into the claim of
the Rev. Geo. Ditcham to certain lands in
the vicinity of Coal Harbor be adopted.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that the govern-
ment had not yet had time to consider
this claim. The government -should be
left free to do what was right, and this
was the only objection that could be of-
fered to -the resolution. If the report
were adopted it might embarrass the gov-
ernment in doing what was right, If
adopted the gavernment would hdld itself
free to do what was right, after a thorough
inves$igation had been made into the mat-
ter.

Mr. Ladner said the claim in question
was amile and a half from the railway re-
serve of Granville-

Mr. Beaven said that the course sug-
gested by the hon. leader of the govern-
ment placed the house in an extraordinary
position. The select committee had re-
ported, and if it was adopted it would be
virtually of no effect.

Hon. Mr. Robson said the report of
the select committee called upon the
%o‘vamment to consider the claim of Mr.

itcham, and if found bona fide, to issue
him a crown grant. It was the intention
of the government to make an mvestiga-
tion and if Mr. Ditcham’s claim was
proved, they would issue the crown
grant. 3

The motion carried.

Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr.
Bole—That the report of the select com-
mittee appointed to inquire into the
claims -of - Messrs. Gold to obtain certain
lands be adopted. :

Hon. Mr. Davie said that, though it
had been said that the squatters’ com-
mittee’s work would be non productive,
yet a bill he would introduce later would
show that the committee’s reports had
been carefully considered by the govern-
ment.

Mr. Beaven said that the opinion of
the resolution was an abstract one; 1t
merely requested the consideration by the
government of the claims. But if
the government were going to do
as they pleased in the matter, there
was little reason for the committee investi-
gating and taking evidence, and reporting
on the matter.

Mr. Bole said that the position of com-
mittees, if the course suggested by the
provincial secretary was carried out, was
that of a fifth wheel to a coach. So far as
he was concerned he would not again eon-
sent to sit on any committee. Their sit-
tings and inquiries would simply be a
legislative farce.

Hon. Mr. Robson again explained that
the government were prepared to comply
with the request of the report of the com-
mittee. They would take the matter into
consideration, . and would do what was
right when the investigation was com-
pleted. ~ Certainly no hon. gentleman
would suggest that the government should
simply take the finding of the committee
and issue the crown grant.

Mr. Bole still claimed that the matter
was in the position he had placed it. If
such a course was followed the select com-
mittee’s work would resemble that of a
clucking hen - sitting on chalk eggs.
LLaughter]. He would again state that

@ would refuse tosit on committees if
their findings were to result in simply
suggesting that the government again in-
vestigate questions which had been thor-
oughly looked into by committees.

Hen. Mr. Robson said the hon. gentle-
man had a perfect right to place senti-
ments into his mouth to which he had
not given expression.  He had also the
right to misconstrue his remarks and
plead his case in a style only worthy of
certain professional gentlemen. Thé gov-
ernment were the custodians of the lands
of the province, and were responsible for
any action they might take. It was
therefore unreasonable to suppose that
they would take the finding of the select
committee as final. The facts might
prove that the evidence was at fault, and
the government would then be entitled
toact on such facts, as he had before
stated, and it was unfair of the hon.
member for Westniinster city to still mis-
construe his remarks; the government
were quite prepared to act upon the re-
port of the committee.

Mr. Orr said that the government sim-
ply desired to shield themselves behind a

int of order in an endeavor to refrain

m doing an act of justice.

Mr. Duck said the present discussion
simply proved what he had before claimed,
that this house wasnot the court of inquiry
in which to decide intridfte legal ques-
tions.

Mr. Beaven, while acknowledging the
rolponnbilltx of the government in this
matter, that he simply claimed
that, instead of allowing. these questions
to go to a select committee for inquiry,
they should inquire into the claims them-
selves and take proper action.
nsmuir said that there
of these inquiries forced in:
to this house iy hon. members’ constitu-
ents. They should exercise more inde-
pendence and refuse to bring matters here
for inquiry which justly belonged to the
courts. So far as the f;:ernment desiring
to shirk any inquiry, this was not the case.
He was quite prepared to m;ke all and
every inquiry necessary to do what was
nﬁt—ﬁ. this government would do so
at any rate as long as he had a voice in
the matter. He thought that there was

-too much  pleading of client’s cases in the

house by members of the
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“ Hon. Mr. Robson moved the following
smendment: -
To add to section 2, after the word
““misconduet,” the following: ‘“Provided
always that in any case where the trustees
have suspended or dismissed any teacher
on a charge of gross misconduct, such
teacher may appeal to the Superintendent
of Education, who shall’ have power to
take evidence and confirm or reverse the
deocision of the trustees.”
The hon. mover said there were some
instances, especially in country districts,
there undue influence was used:to dis-
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CIVIL PROCEDURE.
This bill was slightly amended, read a
third time'and passed.
SUMAS DYKING ACT.

On this bill coming up for report Hon.
Mr. Davie moved amendments  which
placed the bill npon the same footing as
the Sumas Dyking Act of 1878, dating
from the lst of January, 1888, interest
and installments being payable, une-half
in four years, the second half in nine
years from that date.

The amendments passed and the: report
was adopted. i

STATUTES AMENDMENT.

On report,

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the following
additional clause in this bill: “Notwith-
standing anything in auy statute to the
contrary, no municipality, whether estab-
lished under the general municipal or any
special act, shall tax or assess any per-
sonal property already the subject of tax-
ation for provincial purposes.”

Carried.

WESTMINSTER CHARTER.

The bill incorporating the city of West-
minster under a special act was read a
third time and passed.

SCHOOL -ACT.

On consideration of the report of this
act, Mr. Beaven said that the amendments
he had given notice of were for the pur-

school district the same as those compris-
ing the corporate limits of the city; and
for providing that the elections for trus-
tees shall be held at the same time, in the
same place and in the same manner as the
election for members of the city council,
voters for the same being composed of
those entitled to vote for city councillors.

Hov.  Mr. Robson said that they were
arvanging a change in the lines of Victoria
‘West, making the city line the boundary,
thus separating Victoria city district from
Victoria West. The Spring Ridge school
was within the city limits, and. there
would be no advantage gained in making
the lines those of the city beundary. It
would disfranchise those at present within
the district, but would not prevent their
children from attending the schools. The
placing of school elections on the same
day and under the same provisions as the
municipal elections, at first flush seemed
plausible enough.  But there where many
reasons why thechange should not be made.
In the first place, it would mix school
matters with those of a political nature.
It would disfranchise the women from
voting who now held that privilege. The
women had exhibited a keen interest
in  school matters and had ex-
ercised their privilege with wisdom,
and it should not be taken from
them. The change of day on
which the election for trustees was to be
held would simply have the effect of
bringing school matters into inextricable
confusion.  The present scholastic year
ended at midsummer, and elections for
trustees were also held there. If the
change proposed by the amendment was
carried into effect it would result in hav-
ing school elections in Victoria - dissimilar
to all other districts, and cause no end
of trouble at the election office. There
were many cogent reasons why the
amendments should not pass.

Mr. Higgins said that while it might be

advisable to confine the boundaries of
municipal school districts to the limits of
the municipalities, he could not agree
with the proposition of the leader of the
opposition to alter the electorate. He
(Mr. Higgins)could bear testimony to the
good results that had followed from the
extension of the franchise to the wives of
freeholders. Not only had the personnel
of the trustee boards {)een improved, but
greater interest was felt in the cause of
education than ever before. Let the
house stick to the present arrangement,
and if any change was made let it be in
the direction of .greater li ity and
efficiency, such as the admission of
women to the school boards.
Hon. Mr. Humphreys thought that the
proposition to disfranchise the female
vote in school matters would, if carried
out, inflict a serious injury on the
educational system of Victoria aty.
The wemen had taken a lively
mterest in educational matters, and it
had resulted in benefit. The placing of
school elections on the same day as muni-
cipal elections would also give a political
complexion to educational matters, which
he thought most undesirable. They
should keep political questions as far away
as possible from school questions.

Mr. Beaven said he was quite willing to
accept any r ble dment, and
did not wish to disfranchise women: An
amendment could be brought in providing
for that. What he desired was that Vic-
toria school district should be within its
corporate limits, and that the elections
should take place on the same day as the
municipal elections.

Hon. Mr. Robson sid that no good
argument could ‘be advanced for
changing the system of voting from
that at present in  vegue. The
holding of school electi during the
midsummer holidays had man: advant-
ages, and should not be dnbur{ed. The
hon. gentleman should defer any further
amendments for another year, and they
would then be enabled to more intelli-
gently deal with the matter.

Mr. Grant - thought that, as Victoria

to a large extent, only those

within its limits should be allowed to ex-
ercise the franchise, He was against dis-
turbing those at present enti to vote

Pro;

still he noticed that a large number of

pose of making the boundaries of Victoria

ge & teacher, and this damaged his
prospects for securing another ‘schooel.
For instance,one trustee might desire that
he should board at his ‘house, or another
might wish a r 8o marry his daugh-
ter (laughter), and thus create dissensions
which might result to the detriment of
the teacher. It was desirable that the
latter should have some appeal.

Mr. Grant thought there should be an
amendment Brovi ing that. the reversal of
an. ap Id not reinstate a teacher.

Hon. Mr. Robson was agreeable'to the
amendment.

Mr. Bole thought that blacing the
appeal in the hands of the superintendent
education would be making the school
system a political machine. He would
suggest the lieutenant governor in
council. :

Hon. Mr. Robson said that that mdeed
would be lgﬂacing'uz under ' political in-
fluence. e would suggest instead a
county court judge, for the latter would
be available in all portions of the
province. y

Mr. Beaven thought the amendment
was a dangerous “innovation and would
lessen the power of trustees. He thought
the amendment should not pass.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that section 2
gave thetrusteespower to dismiss summar-
ily a teacher for gross misconduct, and it
was this section that had made his amend-
ment necessary. 1f the hon. gentleman was
in favor of striking out section 2,
all right. But it would certainly be a
great hardship if a teacher was dismissed
for alleged gross misconduct, and there
was no appeal from the decision of the
trustees. It would prevent his securing
another school, and would cause the super-
intendent of education to cancel his certi-
ficate.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir thought to leave a
teacher without an appeal would be
monstrous.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved an amendment
to the amendment, giving the power of
appeal to the county court judge, and if
the latter’s decision reversed that of the
trustees, it would not mean the reinstat-
ing of the teacher without the consent of
the trustees. !

After some further explanation, the
amendment as amended was carried.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

Hon, Mr. Turner presented a message
from his hooor bring down the supple-
mentary estimates,

It being six o’clock, Mr. Speaker lcft
the chair.

EVENING SESSION.

Mr. Speaker took the chairat 8 o’clo:k.
SCHOOL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved to amend sub-
section 3 of section 10 by adding the fi!-
lowing: ‘‘But in settling such amount tio
board shall make provision by which pu-
gils, whose parents or guardians fird it
yond their means to pay the tuition fees
imposed by the board, may have the ad-
vantages of the high school, either alto-
gether without fee, or at some smaller fee
within the means of the parent or guar-
dian.” The hon. gentleman explained
the necessity of such a clause and hoped
it would pass.
Mr. Martin was opposed to the amend-
ment as the upper country districts would
reap no benefit whatever from the high
school.
Mr. Anderson thought it a step in the
right direction.
Hon. Mr. Robson explained that under
the present bill the municipalities would
bear part of the expense of the high
schools and the general rgvenue would
not be interfered with,
Mr. Duck did not think the amendment
went far enough. He thought the high
schools should be turned ever to the mun-
icipalities altogether.
he amendment was then put and de-
clared carried, 15 to 3.
The report was then adopted, and tho
bill read a third time and passed.

SHERIFFS" ACT.

Report on the Sheriffs’ act was adopted,
and the bill,read; a third time. and passed.

LAND ACT.

Mr. Beaven moved, on consideration of
the report on bill No. 40, “an act to
amend the Land act, 1884,” to amend sec-
tion b by striking out ‘‘and the act of
1887, chapter 17,” and insert ‘‘and sec-
tions 1 and 10, inclusive, and the sched-
ule of ‘‘an act to amend the Land act,
1884, 50 Victoria, chapter 17, assented to
7th April, 1887.” Carried. ;

Hon. Mr. Davie moved to add the fol-
lowing additional section: ‘‘Provided al-
ways, that in land required for military
and naval purposes it shall be lawful for
the lieutenant-governor in council to re-
lease the same from all reservations and
exceptions whatsoever, and votice of such
release shall be published in the govern-
ment Gazette for one month.” Carried.
-Clauses 34 and 86, on motion of hon.
Mr. Vernon, were struck out.

Mr. Bole amended section 33 by adding
the words ‘‘pilés or spars” after the word
‘Itimber'" -

After some discussion the amendment
was carried.

Hon. Mr. Vernon amended section 21.
The report was then adopted, the bill
read a third time and passed.

TREASURY WARRANTS.

Hon. Mr. Vernon, in resuming the de-
bate on Mr, Grant’s motion re payments
out of the treasury without warrants, said
he thought enough time had already been
wasted in di ing this matter. and he

city was called upon to suppert the schools | felt hon. members must be tired of it.

The government had done nothing wrong

in the matter and he hoped hon. members

would not support the motion.
The debate was then olosed by Mr.
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