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| ‘m ‘history of a Prussiany
soldier of fortune who enlisted in the
service-of the Dutch East India/Com~
pany, and rose to' a position-of we
and influence at the Cape in the first
half of the eighteenth century, ~ was

} recently brought to light by the Van

[ Riebeeck Society of Cape Town. , The
, manuseript, excellently - translated

I from-the German by Margaret Green-

' less, M.A., is by no means always
historically correct, but the inac-

curacies have been pointed out by at!tages than marching at' the h‘olu of

i eareful editor, and detract mot at all
from a lively picture of manners in
the Company’s dominions at .this

- period. /

The hero of the story, Herr Rn-
dolph Siegfried Allemann,, owes his
.~ blography to Mentzel, also a German
and a soldier of fortune, who came
to the Cape in the Company’s service.
In time he became tutor to Alle-
mann’s children, and writes from an
intimate knowledge of official circles,
in which it seems there was plenty
of crooked dealing.

Allemann’s career was curiously
adventurous. He began life as a
lieutenant in the army of Frederick
William I. of Prussia, and having
been slandered to his master, he
thought it advisable to ride across the
frontier before he was arrested. He
afterwards wrote asking leave to re-
turn and make his defence, but re-
ceived no answer, nor was his family
“permitted to send him money.

His plight was serious, and he was
obliged to sell his uniform and . his
horse, and eventually arrived in Am-
sterdam without a penny in his pock-
et. Like many another soldier who
had fallen on evil days, he decided to
anter the service of the Dutch East
India Company, and thanks to the
good offices of a friend, he was ad-
mitted by a private entrance to the
room where sat  the Commissioners
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admission. Eurépe at  this '

who had borne arms, and to whom | :

civil lite offered even féwer advan-

wedlth “in ‘the golden East may have|!

tempted some, but such dreams were

rarely fulfilled, for the Company was.

a close oligarchy, and gains, honest
or dishomest, fell to few except high-
placed officials; to most . enlistment
meant but the immediate staving off
of starvation. The ‘test for ‘the re-
cruit was not exacting, and Allemann
Who picked up a musket in the ap-
proved Prussian manner, was-accept-
ed without further proof of his mili-
tary knowledge. -

He wgp fortunate in beln: told oft
for aprﬂco at the Cape, where the
climate was healthy, and pay Slight-
ly better than in Batavia, but - even
there it was so poor that he could
hardly féed himself out of his earn-
ings. It is true that his biographer
tells us with an amusing simplicity
that the fresh vegetables and deli-
cate Cape mutton tempted our hero
to live somewhat generously while he
was a member of- the Castle forces,
dbut good trencherman as he appears
to have been, he was of sober habits
and ran up no heavy scores at  the
tavern. A {

Hoping to better his position, he
accepted an offer to become ome of
the Governor’s huntsmen, who had
full leave to roam all over the coun-
try provided they sent a regular sup-
ply of game to the Castle kitchen
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lady mﬂupdl regretted. On one
of his lhoodn"oxpedmom Allemann
eneonntered an official of the Govern-

“treated his guest with | Og

a bed in the;kitchcn. a alight wlplp‘
“Alle

ment, Ensign' Rhenius, who persua-| 8¢

.‘.Mhimtolobtckw his  military

d\mes. promising ;to ‘watch over his
fortunes. - The promise lightly made
was forgottén, and Allemann soon
found hlxnlelt worse off than before.

and his healthy appetite had increas-
ed with his open-air life on the veld,
and now; instead of enjoying

food, provided By his farmer friends,
he was reduced'to living on Tration
bread and tea. His troubles, how-
ever, had a dramatic solutlon One
day, exhausted by hunger ‘and by his
watch on the Castle walls in- the
flerce heat of noon, he determined to
take his life. He was just about to
blow out his brains when two-of his
comrades rushed forward and snatch-
ed the musket from his grasp. The
news of his intended suicide spread
rapidly und came to the ears of
Rhenhu, , overwhelmed with re-
morse, not'only plied his' famishing
friend with food, but secured for him

the post of Corporal at the schuur or |

barn on the Company’s estate, where

Linen.

He had to buy himself a new outlt,1 *

tglmn awaits any man who pﬁr-
chases his boots from us. 'This boot is made of
the finest Box Calf. and is Goodyear - welted
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the wagons and teams of “oxen were'

kept. /

A sober and industrious man, Alle-
mann brought order @mong hig ‘sub-
ordinates; afd in time was rewarded
by being mniade 'Opper-baas with' &
house and kitchen: garden. By the

‘| sale jof his vegetables and by means

of various other sales and  perquis-
ites he added to his incomé.
He had other ways of making men-

ey also which were not guite so re- |

putdble.  -He stood well with the act-

whose private use' he ‘was commis-!
sianed  to gather the Companys
wood, and deliver it secfetly. In‘
payment for this his pa.tron gave him
part of his unlawful gm

In 1727 the new Govamor, the in-3
$§amous van Noot, arriyed; according
to a picturesque legend, he died at
the moment when he was summoned ™
before the judgment seat of God by a :

1 man whom he had unlawfully con-

From that day he cnjoyed the Gov-

(ernor’s fayour, who sought to  -re-
ward him by finding him-a Tich wife. | §
‘By”a 'strangé chance’the lady whom { &
‘the” Governor deatined' for . his. new { @
favourite was Juffrouw “Abbetje Meij-

boom, who had trested him with such

scant’ ceremony when he visited her
-father’s farm, and who had now come | §
to live in Cape Town with & married : §i

sister. ‘She had flocks and herds, and !
a sicr2 of gold, and Allemann pr.oved'

Ino laggard.
ing Governor <de  la ‘Fontaine; for

The ladies were “invited "to  dine
with the Governor  and, when the
sTeast wes over, van Noot ' took Mis-
tress Abbétje to a window at.the end "
of the room and told her that he
wighed - her to marry his ‘invaluable
iPrussiaz. She consented; #nd forth/
with a soldier was sent to summon

the bridegroom, who ~ protested . his #

devotron, and  the betrothnl was an-
“nounced. ;

Allemann continued to prosper—a. i
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mrnq
4 8ir.enclosed -in. it to something 1.
1192 degrees below freesing-pain; |
| " This. tunnily encugh, is g u
which liquid apr pu

in such' cases  oxygen has ¢
" brought immediately in great

; The method previously employeq,
‘of loverlng tabes: of eomm- 3

J Dr using ° uqm adr. however,
‘only can larger supplies of the my,
needed oxygen 'be ' conveyed p
easily and in quicker time, byt o
unbreathable gases formed aftey'y
use are in far smaller guantities
when the old ‘method wes used. !

® Afhman also use ‘it. At certiy
altitudes whers the gir is 80 thin 4
artificial breathing apparatus is pe
{ esary, liquid air is cansed to evaponyy
a.nd the gas formed goes into a breg
- ing bag and.through a tube to
pilot's mouth,

| ., Recently this wondertal T
,ho__an put. to. a ‘further use. It s
ifactorﬂy replaces dynamite as an ¢
'ploslve-—im fact, it proved betzer
it is hot so dangerous to use as dn
mite. - |

In Middlesex an eight feet diamet
tree-trunk, which would have
two men over a week to saw,
blown up by this means.

- Explosion made with liquid alr ¢
be "prepared on the spot whers it
to be.used. . The Iiquid'is conveyed if
special vacuum flasks to keep it
far as possible, at its exceedJ.ngly low}
temperature.

Laboratory. wor,kers and specialis

B e liguid 'air to- help -them

collecting scattered particles of vk
uable radium and mercury after e
periments’ ‘are operation. It wi
collect these minerals as a magn
will.

A few .queer experiments .can.)

¥ !berformed with it. A plece of rubbg
f soaked for a few moments will
{taken éut.as hard as lead, ang v

require & hammer to break it. T
is because it has become frozen,s

* .
: stifiy. A piece of iron or other me

soaked in this manner will be coverst
with frost after hawing . been put il
a, fire! - Of course, as it becomes ho
ter the frost will disappear.

" “Still further developments are e
pected shortly, but its chief use fo
some time will be as an explosivy
and it is now employed to a great en
tént in stone quarries for blasting
with great success.

demned to death. Van Noot had & ‘man so pliable and. obliging cotiid
Igrudse against his predecessor, and ‘hardly fail to doyso. He looked well
by bribes and threats tried ‘to force: |'after the interests of his own’ coun-
Allemann to betray de la Fontaine trymen, taking care: that all- military

‘We have full .rarge" of
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sizes now and

EMIGRATION PLANS.

Size 52 x 72; a good fleecy % . ’ An ‘ '

; : Thi other lot of this cheap Hol-

Blanket of medium size, with | g4 gmpoi:t‘x:;a;fl::(l’::t i‘sw{:i‘lz land or Linen on hand, to be
blue borders, only

$2.75 pair.

Children’s Hose.

la ; had in Blue, Pink, Cream, Lav-
rge size; assorted borders, ender and Nils,

$6.00. per pair.
Boys’ School Hose.

Striped Flannelette.

19¢. per yard.

by giving away the secret. of , his gppointments ‘were ' given ' to ~Ger-
gains. Sycophant though “he Was. wains. ' To his oredit, he it said, he
Allemann was man.enough to stand .modified the harsh punishments cus-
up for his former-master, & loyalty tomary at the Castle. :.

which van Noot rewarded byi:order-| A curious fate overtook Allemann’s
ing him to be shipped off to Batavia ' bjographer, who was ‘earried: off

as a common  sailor. But fortune home in an East Indiaman against i

was to favor him - again, and’ once ' his-intention. He had taken: letters

PricesareVery Low.

The problem of Britain’s two million
surplus women is to be dealt with by
the emigration authorities.

*A% their next meeting the Overssas
‘ Settlement Committee will most pro-§
bably consider the maiter ;in the light
of the Census report,” said the secre-j

tary to a Daily Mail reporter recentlr§
“and they will formulate suggestions

Children’s Brown '‘and Black A heavy Black Cotton Hose,
Hose in sizes 6 to 9% inches; | specially made for boys; sizes

wide; a large assortment of pat- was to serve him in good stead.:

suitable for present wear, only

25¢. pair.

7 to 11 inches,.

50c. per pair.

terns,

. 35¢. per yard

lout in the Bay. and so high'a sea was

Van Noot, knowing -that he ' would running that the skipper told him he
have to travel from ome: station to j Would have to. remain swhere he was
another, had brought -with . Him ; a ; untll the . next . morning. . Mentzel
military tent of a capacious’and com- ,awoke-at day-break to-find that , be

Some lines we are

to be ‘placed before the Treasury.” |
i - More ‘than 2,000 men, women, and
B childiéh left this country last week
" tor Australia, and 1,250 more will sall

afraid Cannot be C OBI;:?I’;‘:U“)?F 22 in the P, and O. linef
Obtained }ater. arge propo

fortable kind. To set: this".up, Bow-, had been forgotten, and that_the ship ;
ever, was beyond the powers. of’ a.ny was racing before a high wind.. The '
| soldier at the Cape, and in, Vain the ' captain promised  to put ' him on
Governor invoked all. the. devils. in- board ah outward-bound vessel if .by
hell to come to his' aid. 'This . time ' good fortune -they: should sight one; -

Men’s Sweater Coats LadleS’ Brown Hose. White ﬂifmnelette.‘

These are of Heather mixture | A few more dozen ot thess Fully 36 inches wide. Last
yarn, fitted with collars; sizes | popular shade Stockings - left, | Yo2r's Price for this same ma-

ig‘rants toAustralia, Canada, New Zes
| Tand, Sotth Africa, and Newfoundland
have been ex-Service. men” granted

N

38 to 44. Good value.

$2.90 each.

Don’t fail to seure a ‘palr, only z‘:li;l '.“ 85c.  per yard. - Now

Rhenius, not forgettlng his ' prptege,
asked Allemann whether he. could per=. .
form the service. Allemann :declared
himself capable, and in the presénce.
of the Governor set up the tent, and
80 charmed was van Noot ‘that he.
took Allemann into his private room .

.but no such luck“was.to favour the
:schoolmaster, who had to make the -

voyage to the Texel with no kit and.
only a few gulden in his pocket. It

was in a sorry plight that he reach-
‘od his home in Germany, and never
-again did he venture to return to:the. §

free passages under the Overseas Set-
tlement scheme, but the numbers o
unassisted emigrants to Australia aré

' increasing.

“On an average;” ‘said the directof

" of emigration at the office of the High

. Commissioner for Australia, “well
., over 1,000 ex-Servics men’ and their
wives and children are being sent ©0
Australia each month. The need 8
M for rural workers.

‘ o’ |“Des. BM ioh esse, d“ g shiifg .20 “bilL o BT I g R . s : l *“We expect a big tush mext yeah
singe.” ¥ v 3 : ) : : o, . and the* Australian ‘Government, T ut-

A good fluffy make, 36 inches lmore his  Prussian military “training "on board the vessel, ‘which was Iylog

and, - after dismissing his. ltmw Cape.—(Ethel y ,MGP_herlon, ‘in
said: “Allemann, will.you serve. :
.as faithfully and.discreetly as

did Heer de la l"ontdno”’

- . T — e - -|derstand, are preparing to gra.nt £250,-

AN GET SARCASTIC A o : R ; S i Ly - 1000 for free passages.” Ex-Service

: R B boyed : % ’ i . .| men" and women, provided: they -make }

. s B ——— application for a frees passage beforé ;

the end of .the year, will bé allowed t0 ¢

~{ make use of the privilege any t!m”
during 1922."—Daily Md]
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