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ENGINEER WADDELL WOULD
HAVE TORN UP AGREEMENT

Said J. A. McKinnon, so he Wired 
President Clarke to send 

Amended Contract to 
him instead

ENGINEER STRONGLY OPPOSED ANY 
CHANGE IN ORIGINAL CONTRACT

Right-of-way Purchasing Agent 
Kept Clarke Posted on the 

Political Troubles at 
Capital

A. McKinnon on the Stand Most 
of the Morning—Dr. Waddell Pro
duces the Agreement Made Be 
tween Himself and the Railway 
President, Showing the Large Sal
ary That He is to Receive From 
the Alberta and Great Waterways 
Railway Co.

******************** * I *
* LAURIER TO VISIT *
* WEST THIS SUMMER. *
*
* Ottawa, April 19—The West- *
* ern Liberal members will wait *
* upon Sir Wilfrid Laurier this *
* week to urge that he carry out * 

his long contemplated tour of * 
Western Canada this summer. *

Since assuming office as * 
premier in 1866 exigencies of * 
public work and constant de- * 
manda upon his time have * 
prevented Sir Wilfrid from * 
paying a political visit to the * 
West. *

It is believed that he will be * 
able to find time during July * 
and August next to make a * 
trip through to the Pacific * 
coast and if so the members * 
from the West will endeavor * 
to secure from him a promise * 
to this effect before the sea- * 
sion clones. *

**j*l* ******* **********
Janies A. McKinnon, right of way 

purchasing agent for the Canada West 
Construction company, or, as is more 
commonly known, the Alberta and 
Great Waterways Railway Co., occu
pied the witness box most of the 
morning before the Royal commis
sion. Just before noon R. B. Ben 
nett commenced his cross-examination 
following Mr. Walsh in the direct 
questioning of the witness.

Mr. McKinnon gave many interest
ing sidelights on the recent crisis in 
the legislature. These were mainly 
brought out by production of tele
grams between himself and Clarke by 
which he was keeping the latter post
ed on the situation in Edmonton dur
ing the session. Many of these were 
very amusing in their character.

The next witness this afternoon will 
be Geo. 8. Seymour, auditor of the 
Alberta and Great Waterways. His 
examinati »u will be Ibrief and he will 
be followed by Premier Rutherford

Dr. Wsddell before leaving the box 
this morning produced his agreement 
with Clarke and also addressed the 
court at some length on the manner of

*1*1******************. *
* KING’S MINORU IS
* AMONG THE ALSO RANS.
*
* London, April 20—What was
* little short of a national dis-
* aster from a sporting point of
* view occurred today when the
* royal colt, Minoru, who had
* been heavily backed at 3 to
* 1, and was popularly supposed
* to have the race at his mercy,
* finished among the also raps *
* in the City and Suburban *
* Handicap cm Epsom Downs.
* Minoru had been reported do-
* ing very well and was dearly.
* fancied by his stable, while 
*' the distance, a mile and a
* quarter, was quite within his
* powers. It was a bitter diaap-
* pointaient, to the enormous
* crowds gathered to cheer a
* victory for the purple and
* gold. Apparently he shut up
* under the weight he carried.
**1*1******************

Waddell’s Statement.
My desire in making this request is 

to endeavor to remove an impres
sion, an unfavorable impression to 
me, as an engineer, that I do not de
serve. Now, to begin with, when I 
made that first estimate for Mr. 
Clarke, 'based upon Mr. Goddard’s re
port, and when Mr. Phillips made his 
estimate from going over the line, 
there were no specifications whatso
ever in regard to the character of 
the road. There was nothing deter
mined about the very important 
points of maximum grades and max
imum curvature, and the minimum 
tangent length between curves, and 
the weight of rails had not been set
tled. Now, the cost of a road de
pends greatly upon all these matters, 
and I would say, too, that if we had 
been forced to accept the specifica
tions drawn -by Mr. Stocks, the esti
mate Jhat I made would have been a 
fair one, the only item that was ex
cessive being the cost of the track, 
-and there were two reasons for that:
first, I used American prices with 

rc.ad whicn he wouldJuiUd lf he were the additional duty; and 
reUiBfï 8$6eSM èhiiheer. 1 ----- * . .

----------------- ■■■

THIS MttoNfllQ’S SESSION.
.hm: ■

=r=r=

specifications. I don’t know whethc 
I shall succeed or not. I am endeav
oring to. I have had a rough survev 
made. We have run into great ex 
pense there. Run into a great deal 
of heavy rock work and heavy "rade 
and very sharp grades, but I houe 
do better.

Now, in regard to the matter of 
drainage. I have been accused d be 
ing a crank on the subject of railroad 
drainage, I, wrote about it many years 
ago, and I have talked about it since 
I maintain, that the railroads of thv 
United States and Canada, as a rule 
are very badly drained, and the drain 
age is one of the most important 
features of railroad construction. If 
no water is allowed to stand in th- 
ditches the embankment will be kept 
in good state and drain off and ue dry 
and in building a great many roads 
they dig side ditches and pits at the 
side to make embankments anl do 
not drain those and the water keeps 
the ground beneath the embankment 
always saturated and soft, and it was 
my intention to drain this railroad 
thoroughly from start to finish. Again 
•i intend that the work shall be done
* ' - BÉI

At this morning’s session Mr. J jhn- 
stone on re-examination of Dr. Wad
dell produced a qopy of the contra': 
made between the chief engineer and 
Mr. Clarke whereby the engineer was 
to receive $25,000 a year and $V6 900 
bonus for other assistance and au-

estimate ol sixty pounds. I ha*

. , , . ., ikwi and the construction fimeneubut what toe weid*<4 cfean. To short, I desire to build 
he increased, ^over of which everyone concerned

in atiy way shall be ptoud.
'Mr. Justice Harvey—That is, sup

posing you have a free hand and not 
interfered with in any way?

If I am interfered with they wil1 
have to fire me.

Well, I see the contract gives them 
#ower to do that.
• .......... . i.

make my estimate safe to meet 
contingencies. And then again, too, 
I had figured on that work being let 
in the regular manner, to a large 
contractor. That would make quite 
a difference, whether it should be 
done by Mr. Clarke himself, or by a 
large contractor, because the contrac
tor would put a good profit upon it. 

Lowest Figure.
Now, in regard to toe later estimât

vice other than engineers in con
nection with the construction ol the „ow m retara L<J ^ ,
raUway .the financing of the bends that j made tor Mr Clarke, he want 1 
and the negotiations with the Alberto. to know wl)at w0uld be the lowest ft'. -
government leading up to the guar
antee of the bonds.

Mr. Johnstone also produced fre n 
the C.P.R. file» several cpyher tele 
grams ,translated by toe Slater ’ode 
relating to a conference between wit
ness and F. 8. Darling, the eng'ieer 
who was looking after the Iviyal 
Bank’s interests in the Alberta and 
Great Waterways. Mr. Darling he 
said was now.in New York.

“Where is Mr. James now?" cojnàel 
asked the witness.

“I think he is in Winnipeg.” 
“Where is Mr. Clarke now?”
‘"Die last I heard of him he was 

in St. Paul. This I learned from the 
telegram from him which was referred 
to yesterday.”

“Where are Mint* and Bowen? ’
“I haven’t the least idea.”

To Return Money to Clarkâ.
At this point Mr. Bennett suggest

ed that the entire contract should be 
read. Dr. Waddell protested that no 
did not want bis private busine is d : 
closed more than necessarily an 1 Mr. 
Bennett stated that he had no desire 
to pry into private business but he 
thought certain Stipulations of the 
contract should he read to the court.

“As a matter of fact the contra *t 
specifies that part of this abnormal 
salary shall be returned to Clai te in

james a. mckinnon.

ures that he could hope to bund n 
road on. And at that time the qu1' 
tion of grade was unsettled, and 1 ha ! 
hoped to Be able to use a one and a 
half grade. The use of a one and ;i 
half per cent. grade would redu ■ ■ 
greatly the quantities of materials, an i 
what is more, it would cut out me ,t 
of the rock for the reason that an < m- 
bankment would be substitued *i 
many places where cuts would have to 
go in with the lighter grade. And in 
that second estimate there was no »1 
lowance for unusual contingencies »f 
any kind. It was a very close fige e 
as to what he could possibly do su h 
as a rise in labor or materials. No-v 
all my estimate to Mr. Clarke.

Mr. Justice Harvey—You say he 
estimate of $17,000 you gave when you 
thought you could have grades ■ ■ one 
and a half per cent?

One and a half per cent.
That was before the actual pec'ft 

cations were agreed to?
Grade Question Not Settled

The question of. grade was not ' 
tied until the very last moment, and 
then it wasn’t made one and a ha,t 
per cent., but made one per cent, a : 1 
that since then my figures to M. 
Clarke would have to be incr -a»ed 
some $2,000. This matter of inveie-1 
has increased gradually. My estima. >

certain contingencies,” said Mr. Ben
nett in support of his contention for, 
the reading of the document.

It wes decided that it shouli be
read.

The agreement was then read in 
detail. It provided that the witness 
should return to toe railway p. aid
ent half of his per diem salary, air. 
the rate of $50 per day, receive! uji 
till Oct. 1st, 1906 in cpse he continu d 
in the company’s service till Jan. !‘ 

Didn’t Meet Members in Kaneai.
"Mr. Weddell did you- ever meet 

any member of the Alberta gov-rn 
ment in Kansas City?” concluded Mr 
Johnstone.

for the water supply was too sm-\ 1 
together. I had figured on the Aiueit 
can practice, and in this cold country 
toe water tanks have got to be much 
more expensive; and then, too, I h d 
supposed that water could be had an . • 
where, and 1 hadn’t allowed for p '■ 
ing. , And toe matter of general - 1 1 

‘legal expenses, I was altogether • J 
low on those- Perhaps I should I ' • 
put them higher in the first mice 
but the time is running along, and t1 
time is increased fifty per cent -y 
this delay of a year, and there ar.- 
ir.ore employees than I had anu-jat 
ed there would be. Now. as I sav my 
estimate was based on Mr. Clark; 
ing this work himself, letting the vuii-“No I never did” was the rep.y. | tract to station men and not ha 

“It was in consequence of what was a general contractor in between o 
said by some one of the Morgan House would make two or three thou land

■W -, . . r , __! »♦ nu aut utnai

James A. McKinnon, right of way 
purchasing agent for the Alberta & 
Great Waterways railway or the Can 
ada West .Construction Company, wa, 
the next witness. He was examined 
by Mr. Walsh. The counsel first re
turned a number of telegrams x. 
he had received last week and w. -en 
•vere not material.

Mr. McKinnon said he was en 
gaged about the 1st of November by 
■Mr. Clarke as right of wary purenasing 
agent. He did not know on '..hat 
company he bad been emplved- 
previous to that he was in charge of 
Organization work for about two gears 
for the Young Men’s Liberal club,. 
Ke gave up this work after th - last 
provincial elections. Afterwards he 
was election agent for toe government 
in the northern constituencies.

New Office to Walsh.
“That is a new office in mv tong 

experience in pol tics,” said Mr 
Walsh.

“Well I might be able to tell you 
something about it."

“Oh, I don’t want to know. J am 
qow out of politics.

Mr. McKinnon told of his app'nt- 
ment after application to Mr. C rk- 
as right of way agent. He did not 
have any introduction nor influmce 
in securing his position from outside 
parties. He had no previous experi
ence in purchasing land but had dis
cussed that phase of the question w id 
Mr. Clarke.

“How much land have you purviias- 
ed since?"

“I have made about twenty-five or 
thirty or more right of way agree 
menti.”

“That is all you have to show of 
your work?”

“That i» all."
Kept Clarke rn Touch.

‘Since the late trouble began you 
have been a Sort of a diplomatic i. 
preeentàtive of Mr. Clarke at the 
court of Alberta?"

“No I have not.”
“You have since been keeping him 

* posted on the trend of events ?”

tion of the telegram, explained that 
he had at first intended signing a 
fictitious name as there was talk at 
the time of an investigation.

What name were you going to 
use?” * ,

J- B. Green. I have used this 
name before."

Another tetogtam to him from 
Clarke read :. ‘1 all Bsggar arranging 
matter as ' quick as possible. ” He 
could not expiai t what was meant.
. Another telegram told of toe divi
sion in the legislature, the govern
ment being sustained by a small but 
solid majority that would grow; Cross’ 
return to the; government and -that “he 
■was now in charge.”

Cress in Charge.
What did you’ mean, by 

ing in Charge?” • ,- 
Mr. McKinnon explained this at 

some length, saying the opinion ex
pressed was held toy almost everyone 
in the city, For example, he might 
have the saying as to whether Mr. 
Cushing would come back.

A telegram from witness to Clarke,
; dated March 18th, said he was told 
it was most important Clarke should 
return to Edmonton, an investigation 
would be held soon and ever^-ning 
would be satisfactorily cleared up.

"Who told you that it was import
ant that Clarke Should come back to 
Edmonton?” -- 

“I think it was Mr. Biggar.
Didn’t Want Waddell to Get Agreement 

A telegram from -McKinnon to 
Clarke on March 16th, referred to the 
new agreement and said it was import
ant that he should wire as to whom 
new agreement was mailed.

"What did you mean -by that?” ask 
ed Mr. Walsh.

"I heard the chief engineer, Dr. 
Waddell# say he would tear this new 
agreement up- if the received it and 
I didi not want it to fall into his 
hand».”" j ,

“You thought you were a better man 
to. get the agreement?"

“I knew Mr. Clarke wanted to give 
the agreement and I wanted to see it- 
signed. I knew it- Would be destroyed 
if it got to toe bands of Dr. Wad
dell.” *

Mr. McKinnon said he had gone to 
Winnipeg in March to meet' Mr Clarke 
and tell him of the political situation 
in Alberta. When.leaving he had sent 
a telegram to Mr. Minty saying he 
was starting and ersKng with toe 
word “important."

Whet “Important” Meant.
What did you paean by the word 

‘important’?” VV
“It- meant that I wanted to be sure 

and see Mr. Clarke and tell him of 
the situation here.”

“And what was the situation here 
then?"

“1 understood that things were 
about settled and that the commission 
bad been appointed. I wanted also 
to tell Mr. .Clarke that Mr. Bennett 
had been appointed counsel for toe 
insurgents and wished to get out 
acme political dope for his political 
purposes.” ;

“Did he express to you any indica
tion of his intention of attending the 
commission?”

“He led me to believe that he was 
coming here.”
• “What was the last word you heard 
of Mr. Clarke?”

“When I left him in Winnipeg on 
March 22nd?”

<rDid ycu get from him the papers n'* 
went to, Winnipeg to get.

“No, I did not."
< Bennett’» Cross-examination.

Mr. Bennett then began hie cross-ex
amination.

“Do you know Wm. Gordon, a squatter 
•of Fort Mclfurray ?" he asked.

“I have, heard of hfm.”

"How much are you paid per an
num?”

"$1,800 a year.”
“Yon just,-introduced y oui self tq, W. 

R. Clarke and came away with the job 
in your pocket.”

"Yes, but I was not sure of it at the 
time.”

Mr. Bennett was still in progress of 
his cross-examination when the court ad
journed for lunch.

“It was his own.”
-Mr. Woods next took up toe con

sultation between the witness and 
John Stocks and the questions dis 
dusLeti land the compromises then 
reached. At that time certain mat
ters looking to the constructijn ol 
the railway were agreed to.

The re-examination was still in pro
gress when the court adjourned.

CONGREGATIONALISTS FAVOR IT

TUESDAY AFTERNOON.

in London that the regular fee of 
5 per cent of oinstruction was charged 
to a stipulated ingineer,” said th i wit
ness in reply to Mr. Bennett.

“Who introduced you to toe mem
bers of the government?"

“I think it was Mr. Clarke.”
Court Asks Questions.

“How was ft that you told the gov-

dellars a roite out of it. Now, wn»>- 
we make those additions, it would ■ » 
np to somewhere about $21,00 a mile 
Now, finally, I desire te say a few 
words in regard to toe character ■ 
iour road as we intend to build it. 1> 
has been my desire to build a line 
•straight from Edmonton to Fort M- 
Murray as possible and to avoid - i nb-. • , U t0m TtfSi: tog UP and down as much as possiblecrament that the nummum cost cl the £g xrp n c0_„

road would be $26,000 and later gave not , th , .Mr. Clarke a confidential estimate of but on account of -the cost of ope
$17,OOO asked Justice Beck when toe.ation Pusher Grads,
^"’însel had concluded. , ... ,

• I had desired to make a s.ate- .According to the contract wita tnc 
ment on thi** matter before I left the* government we axe R^0!™ 
oox, said witness rising and ad ,a pusher grade at Fort McMurra/. ^ 
dressing the court, “ and I will Jo so am (foing to do my level best to cut. 
now if I have permission." (that out and keep the grade out ,1

Jr® dourf -quesed to the requ ft. McMun'y set by the governraex-

“Yes, I imagine he asked me to 
keep him in touch on what was do 
ing here. He did not want the trou 
'de here to interfere with his railway 
construction.”

Mr. Walsh then took up a number 
of telegrams from the C. P. R. files 
ip which Mr. McKinnon was eoncern-

"Do you not know that he had toe 
only available townsite at Fort McMur- 
ray. for ». railway ?"

"No, I do not."
In reply to further questions witness 

said he had discussed townsites with 
Cecil Goddard but had conveyed no in
formation relative thereto to anyone. He 
hid not discussed townsites with Dr. 
Slronvi of Edmonton, though he may 
have spoken of Gordon’s claim at Fort 
McMurray.

Witness was interested in a develop
ment company, owning land at the north 
of the city with J. R. McIntosh, A. F. 
Ewing and the two Calders of Edmon
ton.

The "Hawes" Paper».
On further cross-examination he said 

he had meant the “Hawes” papers when 
speaking of those which Mr. Clarke had 
gone east to get, instead of the "Bowen" 
papers as he had said.

“You also heard of the “Bowen" 
papers.”

“No, I did not.” - 
“You merely got the names Bowen and 

Hawes mixed?”"'
“Yes, it was just a mistake.”
“When did you learn that there was 

something damaging on their face about 
the H-iwes papers ?”

“I think, in fact I am sure, I learn.d 
it from Mr. Clarke.”

“You’re sure you didn’t learn from 
Mr. Bigger?”

“Yes, I am -sure,-.
Learned of Resignation.

“From whom did you learn that Mr. 
Crosa had resigned. You know we have 
not yet learned it in the Legislature?”

I learned it from Mr. Cioss at his

Resuming his cross examination of 
Dr, Waddell yesterday afternoon Mr. 
Bennett went at some length into the 
different specifications considéré! for 
the -proposed railway. He had a eon- 
“ ice with John Stocks and John 

mers some time in the fsHof 1969 
Nothing come of this confer ,-nce 
Later as a result of the efforts of Mr. 
Clarke new specifications were adop; 
ed which were less onerous than those 
which he had tendered.

“Did the engineer acting for the 
Royal Bank, make an estimate for his 
principals?”

“Yes.”
“That figure was $15,700?”
“No, it was nearly $18,000. Tht 

however I only learned from heresiy- 
• He told of the conference with the 

provincial cabinet on November 14th 
of last year when the details of the 
bond guarantee was egreed upon an t 
how the different details were reached 
largely as a compromise between th 
contracting parties.

Why Guarantee for 350 Miles.
The reason why Clarke wanted a 

guarantee for 360 miles was to allo.v 
of the building of branch lines. Ont 
already had been provided for to th 
east end of Lac La Biche and theie 
were other short stub lines contera 
plated.

; He could recall no discussion with 
the government with reference to the 
equipment as was necessary for tne 
that the company should provide .-n' :t 
equipmen as was necessary >or the 
proper operation.

Clarke Did the Talking.
Who did the talk’ng when you 

met the cabinet?"
"Clarkfe did the talking up to a certain 
point."

“How much did he ask for?”
“I think he started at $24,000 while 

they started at $16,000. An emfi-s 
was reached at $18,000 and th;n ! 
intervened and got the $20,000 fuar- 
dntee.” •

The witness again explained how 
the name Alberta & Great Waterways 
Came to. be chosep. It was toe sug 
gestion of Mr. Minty and- a number 
of nanties were submitted to th ; pre
mier for his decision.

“When did you meet Mr. Corn 
wall ?”

“I don’t remember the time. 
“When did you learn about toe 

great waterways of the north?’
“I heard of them long ago.”
“Don’t you think you learned about- 

them from Mr. Cornwall?”
“I can’t sav that I did.”

Changes in Legislation.
The counsel then took up the wit

ness’ trip to Europe with Mr. Clarke 
in the winter of 1909 and his return 
to Alberta to get changes in the legta 
lation. The most important was to 
allow the entire bond issue to be nego
tiated at once instead of in sma ' in 
stalments.

Witness told of his second trl . to 
London and Paris with Mr. Clarke 
Mr. Bennett produced a copy ci th 
advertisement in the London Times 
of November 10th, 11th and 12th for 
the sale of $7,400,000 bonds at 110 pe 
cent, by J. 8. Morgan & Co. Witness 
could not say whether Mo ; :an's 
bought the bonds outright or whether 
they were acting as agents for 
Clarke. His impression from genera 
conversation was that Clarke got 
nothing in the form of commission for 
the sale of the bonds.

The Banking Accommodation 
In answer to further questioning by 

Mr. Bennett the witness told of the 
two bank accounts at the Royal Bank 
each in his own name and one maiked 
“special.” This second account was 
recently started because the bank 
when the trouble in the legislature 
arose had shut off money an! Mr 
Clarke had to pay out of his own 
funds the wages of the men.

This ended the cross examinstion 
which was concluded shortly after tout 
o’clock, and a further examinatioi was 
started by Mr. Woods.

Mr. Wood’s Re-examines. 
“There are no material differences 

between the specifications submitted 
by me and the ones finally adopted, 
except that prairie loam is struck out. 
and suitable material, substituted, 
said the witness in reply to quel .tons 
from Mr. Woods.

Speaking of prairie loam for ballast 
Mr. Woods remarked that he wanted 
to clear up all mis-apprehem one 
about this once and for aU. He pro
duced the original contract which 
called for “suitable material” for bal 
last not prairie loam as the copy 
stated.

“What would you call suitable mat
erial having regard to the country 
through which the railway passes?” 

"Gravel and very coarse sand.'

Church Union Approved by 66 Out of 
70 Congregations in Canad .

Toronto, April 19.—Seventy out of 
116 Congregational churches have so 
far voted on church union, 56 m lavor 
and 14 against. The Congregational 
churches, so far as heard from, are 
generally voting strongly in favor ol 
church union by large majorities.

:h

BIG MILL
Spectacular Blaze Last Sight At 

Lumber Yard on South Side 
Of River

Of fifty-five churches in Ontario 
thirty-four have been heard from -,nd 
twenty-eight are for union, to six 
against.

In Quebec, fourteen out of twenty- 
one have reported, ten favoting anion 
and four voting “no.’1

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
with eighteen churches, of wnich 
fourteen have voted, report thirteen 
for, and one aginst union.

Only a very small portion of the 
churches in Western and Nort-n west
ern Canada have as yet been heard 
from, but these show a majority fox 
union.

In Toronto, the individual vote 
recorded up to Saturday was 611 for 
and 42 against.

(Continued on Page Two).

C.N.R.’S FIRST B. C. CONTRACT

Will be Awarded Next Month For 
' Twenty Miles on Island.

Vancouver, B- C., April 18. —That 
MacKenzie and Mann intend to oegin 
construction work on Vancouver Is
land, as well as on the mainland 
even before the time allotted under 
their agreement with the provincia1 
government, is indicated by a report 
today that the contract for the first 
twenty miles of the line from Victoria 
to Barclay Sound will be awarded 
within the next six weeks. Thie twen
ty mile section is from the capital to 
Sooke.

Representatives of MacKenzie and 
Mann are now revising the survey 
made by the Barclay Sound Rai.way 
company whose charter the Canadian 
Northern took over. Within two 
weeks, a contract will be awarded 
for the clearing of the Canadian 
Northern townsite. Port Mann, whit; 
it. is expected that construction wli 
be -commenced on is mainland line 
from New Westminister about June 1.

Free Empire Wheat.
London, Eng., April 17.—It is an

nounced that A. J. Balfour’s statement 
c< nceming free empire wheat was 
made after careful consultations with 
Austen Chamberlain, Bonar Law an! 
other tariff reform leaders. Lord 
Roseb iry.’s appeal to the Unionist 
leaders to drop tariff reform for this 
election and concentrate on the con
stitutional issue meets with no accep
tance from the Unionist press, Con
servative headquarters or Tariff re
form league.

Land Company Declares Dividend..
Candian Associated Press.

London, April 20—The Calgary end 
Edmonton Land company has declar
ed a dividend' of two shillings a-share, 
while five shillings per share of the 
paid' up capital is returned to the 
shareholders. When a further four 
shillings per share is thus, returned, 
as is proposed, the capital will be 
reduced to one shilling per share.

A spectacular fire which broke oat 
about nine p.m. Tqesday at toe saw 
and planing mill of the Edmonton Lum
ber Co., Ltd., on the south ride of the 
river just below the bridge, attracted 
thousands of spectators from both oitiea. 
The mill which 'burned like tinder Was 
completely destroyed almost before it 
was possible to get the water turned 
on the blaze. The manager, W. 8. 
Clarke, of this city, fixes the los» at 
about $20.000, principally on the valu
able machinery. The insurance is placed 
with the Lumber Insurance Co. of New 
York and will not likely more than half 
cover the loss.

The owners are largely Minneapolis 
capitalists but Mr. Clarke, who whs the 
founder has also a big interest. He wilt 
rebuild at once in preparation for the sea
son’s log drive which will be-down the 
river from the camps in the course of a 
few weeks. The next few months AW 
the busiest of the year for the sawmills 
and the fire comes at the worst season 
of the year in the lumber business.

The fire was first noticed by an em
ployee, J. Ryan who saw the blaze from 
the Cameron 'House a short distance 
away, where he boards. With a number 
of others he rushed over to the mill 
but the interior was all in 
alarm was turned in to the Strathcettà' 
brigade at the same time and,a message 
was later sent to the Edmonton brigade 
to the effect that the Saskatchewan 
bridge was on fire.

Boiler House Centre of Fire.
When the foreman reached the mW 

from the Cameron House the fits, wee 
burning most fiercely around the boiler 
house and it is there that the origin :s 
supposed to have been. The exact cage* 
of the fire is unknown but it undoubted
ly arose near the furnace where the men 
attending the furnace had left, a fire on 
stopping work at the mill at six o’eititit.

It was some time before the Strathoona 
brigade arrived owing to th» tong two- 
mile run down the mill; It was found 
that they had insufficient horn ra reach 
to the blaze from the hydrant near 
Cameron House. Luckily a hose «w
from Edmonton arrived at. this jtnfct__
and with the addition of 360 «note frisk 
a stream .was carried to the finished 
lumber, piled in the yards ■ and toe 
flames were prevented from sgr.-adijlt 
to this.

Shortly after the heavy steamer was 
brought down from the Went Bad fire 
hall, Edmonton, and taken -to the ri*A 
bank near to the burning building- briti 
its services were unnecessary as thé 
water from the hydrant was brought 
into service.

Fire Burnt Fiercely.
For half an hour the ruins hero* 

fiercely, the firemen giving their* atial* 
tion to the surrounding piles of boards 
which were kept well saturated with 
water. Gradually the fire died down 
and by half past ten o'clock practically 
all danger was over. ' y^p

The blaze which made a brilliant il
lumination was watched by immeHW 
crowds of people who lined the banks* 
the Edmonton side of the river. Hun
dreds more came down the hills cere

ed. One from- witness to Clarke re-! °*'n h«us?. 
ferred to "certain business that should j “You also learned that he had resi-n- 
bje closed in toe east.” The 'business’ed because Mr. Cushing had been asked 
was thé purchase of Bowen papers \ ba:k ?” 
which he thought might embarrass | "Yee ”
the govemment and which he_thought. -Did' yoll digcuss your getting a post-

tjen with the A, * Q.W. Railway withwere held by Mr. Bennett. These ne 
thought might stampede toe legisla
ture. The papers Olarke had told him 
Nere - ones by which Bowen expected 
to collect some money.

Used Fictitious Name.
Witness, speaking of the construc-

Croes?"
"Yes, I did some time ego."
“Do you not consider that you owe 

your position to Mr. Croee?" / 
"Not that I know ol.”

I think you said the rails would 
cost about $31 a ton f.o.b. at the Soo 
and about $38 in Edmonton. Have 
vou any’ specific knowledge that, the 
ireight will be $7?“

“No I have not."
Goddard’s final report on the sur

vey to Fort McMurray was next taken 
up by Mr. Woods and gone into at 
some length.

Clarke in Other Projects.
“Have you advised Mr. Clarke in 

any other works analagous to the rail j 
way in this province?”

“There was » project for an elec
tric railway between Seattle and 
Tacoma and a big construction work 
in California."

$600,000 For Toronto Y. M. C. A.
Toronto, Ont., April 19.—"We n ed 

$600,000 and we shall get it.1- In 
this sentence C. S. Ward, New York 
secretary of the international com
mittee of the Young Men’s Christian 
association, summed up the situation 
regarding the coming campaign < : the 
Toronto branch of the Y.M.C.A. for 
building funds.

17 Years »nd 24 Lashes.
Winnipeg, April 20—This morning in 

police court Charles Erickson was sen
tenced to seventeen years in the peni
tentiary with twenty-four lashes for 
seducing his step-daughter, Sarah, con
stantly since March 1902. The girl told 
a pitiable story of having four children 
by him, the first being born before she 
was fourteen.

Alien Labor Law Case Decided.
Winnipeg, April 18—The first test of 

the alien labor law was * settled* here 
this morning when Judge McDonald 
dismissed the case brought by the 
authorities against the Henderson 
Publishing company for bringing in 
an operative, J. McDonald, from- St. 
Paul.

American Cruiser Ordered to China,
Amoy, April 17.—The United States 

protected cruiser Cleveland, which 
arrived here yesterday, has sailed for 
Hankow, because of rioting at Chang 
Chang. Several cruisers are also on 
the way to the scene of the disturb
ance.

side and watched the fire fight beiBk 
conducted by the brigade.

'AW, CHECK IT WITH YOU* HATi"

Is the Newest Catch Line 'on Swift 
Broadway.

New York, April 18.—“Cut it out;* 
“fade away," “roll your hoop,” ktt# 

skidoo’ are all in :the discard. The 
very niftiest thing in the way 6$ 
slang expression of incredulity, die 
approval, or remonstrance on Board- 
wav^ today is "Aw, check it with ys>ur 
hat." The expression is a catch lifts 
used by Miss Mable Harrison ia 

Lulu’s Husbands,” a clever farce lyt 
Thompson Buchanan adopted frr-ih 
the French and presented for the first 
time last night. Bot hthe slang lihe 
and the show are declared hits.

No Concessions for Mechanics.

Montreal, April 19.—There is evert 
indication that the differences ’ bet
ween the C.P.R. and its eastern 
mechanics, which has been the sub
ject of prolonged negotiations, will 
result in no concessions from' the 
company, but in a renewal of the 
present agreements for 12 montilk, 
as was done on the western lint*. 
Vice-President McNicol-1 stated* he 
looked for reasonable action on bdth 
sides, and he thought the conciliation 
board would decide on the requests 
of the men before long, when he 
hoped the trouble would be pleasant
ly adjusted. ' - '

Mexican. Minister Dead.
Mexico City, April 17.—Ignacio 

Mariscal, secretary of the foreign lega
tion, died yesterday. Death was due 
to pneumonia and was unexpected. 
The Mexican minister had been criti
cally ill fon several days.

Sign Up at Old Award.
Winnipeg, Man., April 17.—C.P.R 

mechanical department employees to-
'How far did he advance in th :se’" j day signed up an agreement with the 
“He lost some mqney in toe Se ttle- company for one. year, the conditions 

Tacoma project.” being the same as toe award being
LLi* Dnnnof f * *\X7 U a Ante» ». n d « L— 4La » —L11*.— 1 f — — A — 1 ! 

Nurses May Yet Receive PrinsBNts.
Washington, April 19.—A pension 

of $12 a month for each temple nurse 
who served in the federal array dat
ing the civil war is provided in a 
bill just- reported to the senate bjr 
Senator Root, from the committee dh 
pensions. The nurses have made 
long contention for this concession 
and the bill has passed the .senate 
several times. There are more thafo 
200 of the nurses now living anl the 
expense of the pension would be less 
than $30,000 a year.

Mr. Bennett—“Was 
money?’

own made by the 
1908.

arbitration board

Conmee’e BUI Formally Killed.
Ottawa, Ont., April 19.—The repost »f 

the railway committee which killed Jaa. 
Conmee’s bill to incorporate the Interna
tional Waterways Canal and Construction 

in Company was presented to the Housa of 
Commons today and concurred in.


