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“The supply of California has
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of John Gwyn. I do not know
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den't caro. I know thrt he can meet
our demands, and I know that he is
honest. 1 am satistied. Gentlemen,
wkat do you say?”

It took but a moment, after
decision had bdon reached by his
confreres, for him to pick up the
telephome and call a number. He
did not gglay an instent. Time, at
this mom#ént, meant lives. He reach-
ed Gwyn's secretary, then Gwyn.
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fs Balterman. We would like to see
you immediately on a matter of
grove impartancd We shall walt
far you. Good!"” Baltermon hung
up the receiver end turned again to
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ocoming yvover. You can take
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Chapter I--“The Priceless Ingrediant”
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This iron-and-blood figure of

“THE FIGHTING TRAIL,”

Greater Vitagraph's action serial, is one of a score of iron-and-

men who carry this melodrama through to a smashing successful
finish! No break-neck stunt is too difficult for them. The players
dare death constantly. Fate has no-perils whatsoever for them—if
the screen tells no lies—and you hand the actors your good-will, your
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WILLIAM DUNCANand
CAROL HOLLOWAY
The First Episode will Be Shcwn
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Saturday, and Monday

Following EpiscdesEvery Friday and Saturdey
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The effect of Balterman's threat to
withdraw both his influence and his
capital was astounding. There was
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not a moment's hesitation.
rosition was accepted.
Balierman turnad to Gwyn. “We
accept. Are you prepared to start
for the West on the Limited?”
T am propared,” he answered to
stary tor anywaere in onc hour. |
@l wilth you to tho greatest extent
Ol my power, and you can depend
’upon me absoimtely. I need not say
tuat 1 shall expect the same from
you. I know I shall roceive it.”

The pro-

Karl vou Bleck, chief representa-
Uive of the Central Powers in the
Unitad Statesy laid lhm newsoaper
on the desk before him and delayed
into thougnt. His secrecary, seated
4L a uesd< ncarer the door, tiptoed
quietly from the room. When Von
Bleck thought, he thought of grave
and important things, and his sec
retary knew by precedent that he
preferred to be alone.

Von Bleck, left alone, proceeded
to read again Lhe newspaper item
which had so perturbed him. It
scemed to stick from the rows of
tyre in words that spelied ,the des-
truction of his nation, of his power,
ot his every iatorcot; and yet he
saw toward the last of it a ray of
hope—the hope which he must make
a reality. He r~ad:

“The terrific power of the new allled
skeil is marvolous, It surpasses
anythiag which the Central Powers
have yet developed *nd pronuises
to be the nation's salvation in the
present great coaflict. This remark-
able power is due to the new explo-
| sive which has recently been in-
vent~d and, wi¢h this explosive, the
munitions problem of tho country
will be revokitionized, The only
drawback—which is truly a menac-
ing danger—is the extraordinary
small supply of cinnabar the chief
Ingredient of this new <xplosive.”

He rose from his ‘chair, laughing,
though more with scorn than mirth,
und passed through a door et his
back to an edjoining . room. Thore,
leaning over a long table, wore his
assoclates, ready to do his bidding
reading the code translation of a
ceble messege they had just recelv-
ed and deciphered. They greeted
their superior with dignity and re-
llef. His mere presence and his
austere mien were comforts to them.

. L L

Voa Bleck was handed the cable,
and he read it carefully. Then he
smiled. His assoclat~e knew the
meaning of that smile—they had
soen it often on previous occasions.
They knew, also, what the cabl gram
contained. Von Bleck spoke:

“The most important thing to our
enemies, at the present time, is the
perfection and supply of their new
explosive. (Therefore, naturally, the
most important thing to us, at this
moment, is the destruction of this
explosive; we must render it impos-
sible for it to be made. The easiest
and most effective way for us to do,
this is to cut off the supply of

(Continued on page 8)
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