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ATANRELISSE ROERALCO0KL
PROIBITING IMPORTATION OF ALL
URES INT TH UNTED D0

Automobiles For Private Use, Musical Instruments, Cut-
lery, Hardware, Yarns, Chinaware, Fancy Goods,
Soap, Are Some of the Articles Which Will Come
Under the Ban—Canada Will be Affected by New -
Order, Which is Made to Get More Room .in ‘Ships

For War Material.

London, March 18.—A far-reaching
order in Council, which will totally
prohibit importation into the United
Kingdom of a large number of ar-
ticles which come under the general
heading of luxuries, will be issued by
the British ‘Government at an early
aate.

Among the things which will be
placed under the ban will be auto- |
mobiles for private use, musical in-|
struments, cutlery of all kinds, hard-!
ware, yarns, chinaware fancy goods
and soaps. The oraer will apply
equally to all‘countries, including the
British dominions and colonies. :

The forecast of the ¢toming ordar
in Council was given ‘to the Associat-
ed Press to-day in- an interview Dby
Walter Runciman, President of the
Board of ‘Irade. Mr. Runtiman ad-
mitted that:arficles in addition to
those named would be placed on the
list of prohibited impeorts, but in ad-
vance of the issuance of the order he
declined to'say ‘what they are. He
agreed that the decrée would have:
considerable effect on exports from|
the U, S., ‘but pointed out that!
it applied to all. countries alike, and
declared it was absolutely necessary
to limit the shipmeént of bulky luxur-
ies in order to provide room on ships
for necessaries.

DUE TO SHORTAGE OF TON-
NAGE.

“But please remember,” said Mr.
Runciman, “that the issuance of this
order is forced on the country—not as
a matter of policy, but entirely be-
cause of a shortage of tonnage. We
want exports from the United States;
we want your wheat, cotton and meat,
and we need other things which we
cannot get if the space aboard vessels
is taken up. with luxuries.

“Everything possible is being done¢|
to relieve the shortage in ships. Every|
ship flying the:British flag is now con-
trolled by the government. Immense
numbers of them have been requisi-
tioned; others are subject to direction
by way of licenses. No vessel is per-
mitted to embark on any voyag:
without a license. Whether it will be
necessary to requisition more vessels
I cannot say; but for my own part T
hope this will not be done.”

Mr. Runciman said the importation
of some fresh fruits probably wouid
be prohibited later. Turning from the
matter of 4mports to the general in-

. dustrial situation in-the British Isles, !
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Mr. Runciman said there had never!
been greater activity in the larger in- '
dustries, that wages were higher than,
ever before, and that the percentage’
of unemployment had never been so
small in the history of the country.

EVERYBODY- EMPLOYED.

“In all the larger industries,” Mr.
Runciman continued, “there has never
been greater activity, but the bulk of
the output, of course, is for war pur- |
poses. The only trades relatively quiet
are the building, linen and some of
the luxury-producinig trades, but even |
in these there is little unemploymcnt.?
the working people either having se-
cured other employment or gone into
!:he army. The amount of short time
is comparatively small. The propor- |
tion of unemployment in the trades
unions at the present is about one-|
half of one per cent. In normal times j
it is about 5 per cent., and in time of
peace it has scarcely ‘ever fallen
beléw two per cent . The same condi- |
tion prevails in the non-union trades.

“Those who have joined the forces
have been replaced by young people, |
men beyond the military age, and |
large numbers of women. Longer'
hours are being worked in nearly all
the trades, and it is estimhated that
this overtime represents an increase!
of 4 1-2 per cent. in the number of
persons employed. A few firms have
had to shut down, but among the ac- |
tive firms only seven per cent. of their |
machinery was idle during December.
This is a better record than for peace
times. About 4 1-2 per cent. of the |
seven per cent. of idleness was due at
‘that time to a shortage of labor caus-
ed by recruiting.

RISE IN WAGES

“Because of the heavy demand for |
labor and the highér cost of living:
wages have increased since the out-
break of the war and nearly all classes
of workers are receiving more money
About 5,500,000 people have received
raises and the increase in wages has
been roughly a million pounds a week,
Besides this, many of the people -have
been transferred to the better paying
munitions industries. Labor, on the
whole, in spite of one or two notable
exceptions, has been feasonable ‘in its
demands since the war -began. A One
influence which contributed. ‘to ' this
has been the limitation of profits in
industries cmployed in the manufac-
ture and transportaticn of munitions.

“An ‘example of the rise in wagesl_ THE MND 3 FROM

may be seen in the case of the sea-
men. Before the war they got about
four pounds ten shillings a month and
their keep. Now they receive between
eight pounds and eight pounds ten
shillings per month, Employes in cer-
tain torpedo works received an aver-
age of two pounds eleven shillings
a week before the war. This has been

l'ifcreased to four pounds eight shil-

lings, |
“There have been similar increases
in other occupations. The greatest
increase has bé;n in the piece rate re-
muneration. xceptional men in the
engineering trades working overtime,
have earned from five to ten pounds
and over per week. One toolmaker
in Coventry by great efforts made
more than sixteen pounds in a week.
GOOD WORK OF WOMEN

“Women who have taken the places
of men ifx various trades are doing
amazingly good work, It is estimated
that the number of women who have
been substituted for men in the metal
trades is seventy-seven thousand, in
the - leather trades fourteen thousand

| and in the miscellaneous trades 274,-

000. Besides these many are in
Government emplby, an increasingly

‘large body are in commercial houses

and a great number are employed in
the dilution of labor and in agricul-
tural work. More women are needed
badly on the farms. Two hundred
thousand could be used in the south
of England alone.

Women are perforimng every kind
of work which is not too heavy for
their strength. In one firm they are
making electric motors; in another
they are doing all the work in manu-
facturing two-inch howitzer. shells,
including the testing of them. And |
they are doing many other kinds of |
work requiring the employment of !
machinery and calling for great|
skifl.” - i

Questioned whether the Board of
Trade had laid plans to find employ-
ment. for the great number of men
who will be released from the army
after the war, Mr. Runciman said this
vital question already was under con-
sideration and steps were being taken
to meet ‘the situation. That = there
wotld ‘be some unemployment he did
not doubt, but he believed that a sat-
isfgctory ‘solution- of the situation
would be found,

EMPLOYMENT AFTER WAR.

“Qn the return of peace,” said Mr.
Runciman, “the men will leave the
army gradually. There will be a dis-
appearance of overtime work and a
reduction in the number of hours’
work, whith will call for the employ-
meént ‘'of more peop’e. A great nu:nberi
of men will go back to coal mining, |
and there will be a considerable de-
mand for labor -in the export trade.
The wholé question hinges largely on
the restoration of ‘our export trade
and tonnage to cope with it.”

Mr. Runc¢iman said thet under the |
dilution scheme there wculd be resti- |
tution of their old places to men who'
have served at the front. Labor, he
added, would find itself in much the,
same position at the end of the war |
as obtained before the conflict began. |
No ‘attempt would be made to ke |
advantage of those who had tempor- |
arily waived théir rights in order to
fight for their country.

i

AMERICAN WAR ON GERMANY WAS NEAR -~
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IT HAS JUST COME TO LIGHT
MANY JUST BEFORE THE STARTING
ROPE.

'HE BLACK REPUBLIC AND LGANED MONEY AT EXORBITANT RATE
ERNMENT AT THE FEET OF GERMANY.
AGAINST THE ATTITUDE OF THE GERMANS, WHO T
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THAT THE
GUN IN THE BIG

UNITED STATES WAS ON THE VERGE OF WAR WITH GER-
CONFLAGRATION " NOW RAGING THROUGHOUT EU-
GERMAN FINANCIAL INTERESTS, AIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT, HAD FINANCED REVOLUTIONS IN
S, WHICH THREW THE HAYTIAN GOV-
THE UNITED STATES IMMEDIATELY ENTERED A VIOLENT PROTEST
HEN DECIDE'D TO ALTER THEIR STAND. THE GERMANS

HAD HOPED TO GET A FOOTHOLD AT MOLE ST. NICHOLAS FOR AN IMPREGNABLE NAVAL BASE, WHEN
THEIR ATTENTION WAS CALLED IN ANOTHER DIRECTION AT HOME.
IN THE DARK ON THE GRAVITY, OF THE SITUATION, e e

JARY OF STATE, KEPT THE PUBLIC
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WILLIAM J. BRYAN, THEN SECRE-

v Lovell.
| scene. The diamopd is tost in a rmelee

THE SKY -

$10.000 F}t 1,000 |
Words orlesp, .,
For an ldg; For %ngnl to
“THE,
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THE SKY”

The American Film Manufac-.
turing Company’s Pictarized
Romantic Novel In: Chapters.

This contest is open {o any man,
woman or child who isn
directly or indirectly, with 'the Film
Company or the newspapers publish-
ing the continued: story. -No literary
ability is necessary to quilify ‘as‘a
coniestant. ¢ i 1

You are allvised to see'thecontinued:
photo play inthe theaterswhere it will
be shown—to read the story as it runs
every week, and then send in your
suggestion. - Contestants mus? con-
firie their contributiorisfdr the'
to 1,000 words or less. It is
the sdea that is wanted.
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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAP- |

TERS. - ¢ §

A foud has existed betweed Colonl Ar- '

thur Stanley and his cousin, Judge Lamar
Stanley, over an heirloom, the ‘diamond
from the sky, found in a fallen meteor by
an ancestor. Also, the succession to the
Stanley ear'dom in England may. come o
an American. = When ‘a daughter i§ ‘bavn
to the colonel and the miother dies the
colonel buys a gypsy boy snd substitutes
him. Three, years later the gypay mmothe

having had no part in this bargain, ‘steals
the girl, Bsther, rearéd in secret,” and
leaves her son undetectedas the Hair. The
gypsy has gbtained possession of the aid-
mond from the sky, and a documient with
the Stanley secret. Years later Hagat,

} gypsy queen, returns to Virginia with Es-

ther. Dr. Lee, the late Colonel Stanley’s
friénd, adopts Estheys Artfiur Stanley, son
of Hagar, falls in loye with .Esther, and so
does " his companion 'and’ cousin, Blair
Stanley, rightfu) malé ‘heir of Btarley.’ in
stealing the @&iamond@ Blair ‘causes the

death of the @octor and tries later w put’

the blame on Arthur, %ho takes the gem.
Arthur Stanléy eludes his pursuers and
joins Hagar, ‘Who reveals his identity and

upbraias him “for his wild. life. A\Nbﬁﬂiing {
ch-

money,: he_pawng. the @iamond in
mond, At a ball’ at avhich an adventur:
ess, Vivian Margton, Wwears the pérrowed
gem, Luke Lovell, Hagar's gypsy gaard,
steals the @iamond, and to-ayoid detection
drops it into a mmajl box. sArthur léaves
Richmond and goes 1o the west. The dia-
mohd passes 'into a mail bag, picked up
by Quabba, organ . grinder. Quabba's
monkey stegls the didmond. Hagar takes
Esther to Stanley ball, AR

Tom Blake, & detettive ot -Richmand.

who is hired by Hagar, produces .finget |

prints convigting Blair, Hdgar proposes
gilence to Mrs, Stanley as the _price of
Hagar's and Esther's béing received .in
Fairfax society. Blait strikes down Ha-
gar and steals the finget prints, leaving
the gypsy queen demented.’ Marmaduke
Smytlre, lawyer, arrives .to angounce
Arthur is heir 10 the deceased liayl ot
Stanley. Learning Arthur is a tugitive be
seeks Blair mstead. To win Vivian,” 8lair
steals the @lamond, later martying her
and leaving for the west. Their train ‘is

| robbed, Vivian losing ‘thé.dianond, which

a slain train robber: draops in_the Gesert.
The $100,000 ‘he Btole is found by Archur,
now known as John POWB[},_!heep herder.

| Vivian deserts Blai®, telling him he must
' regain- the

‘mond ‘for her. Luke Lovell
driven from the camp after learning Ha-~

. gar's secret, leaves to seek Blair. Hagar
is under treatment and [sther is in Rich-. |
mond sociéty. “Abé& Bloom, ‘gambler, knows |

Blair's guilt and covets the diamond. ‘He

 calfs it the price of 'hi§ secrecy.

The 'diathond " is_ 1dter picked up by &n
Indian_weman, , Dr. Lee, Arthur learns,
died of heart digease. Becoming very rich

| he ~buys Staunley. hall, spld at auction,
i thro
, gar and Es
! mond’ from the' sguaw, but loses it ip a
| fight on Santa Batbara bay, the gem sink-
ing: Vivian, degiring aid to ensuars Ar-
| thur, sends for Biair. il

h Blake, anl also provides for Ha-
Esther. ' Luke Lovell buys the dia-

Esther and, Quabba, also Balr, go to
the, Califérnia. mines to seek Arthur.

‘ Smythe is sent west by Blake. 'Vivian
"“Marston s saved from drowning by Pow-

ell, who Is infgtuated by her. Smythe
finds the diamond and gives it to Esther
to defiver to Arthur. Blair and Lunke g0
to_the yacht in Arthur’s absence and find
Esther there. 3

Esther and ‘Quabba escaps ‘while Blair

! and Luke b%ttle.' “Blair in the nieantime

has joiried Vivian i Les Angeles,  Du-

| rand, *%ing of diamonds.’" & crogk Known

to Viviawm, goe¥ 1o'a saloon mear the mines

| in hope that he caf learn the whereabolta

of the dlamond. There he meets Lulke
Esther and Amwthuf appear on the

Esther saves Arthur, who is injured, and

| he goes to Los Angeles in care of the phy-

siclan-crook, Duran@l. Esther follows and
is refused admittance to see him. In the

| meamntime Smythe has hid the diamond in

a tree. It is later found by two bill post-
ers. one of whem murders the other for
the diamond, Arthur is *““doped’ by Du-
rand, De Vaux and Vivian: althiough Blair,
who has taken charge of Arthur's busi-
niess affairs, protests
The diamond pasges in dice play from

the bill postér to Santléy, circus owner,
who gives it:ito la; Belle, lion tamer.
Splingers, the clown, ner jealous husband,
shoots Santley as the fofi' éifikes down
and, Rfjls thé woman. The ganimal seigés
the*digmond. !

CHAPTER XLTII.,

#1'Am Not Crazy!”

" 'PH phe. puidemoninm  that
followed ‘the. swift death
meted o rhe Lady.of Lions
stmek down. inber sins, it

would seemy every evil passion broke
loose in the pamicset Naotiew's cireus, :

Sautley. stk dowii in his sin also,
and Splinters. the.elown. dead.by. his
own hand nfter:tite vemgeance of his
trenzied brain, -were irod upon and
farther disiigured as the crowd fought
and struggled.: Showmen at the per-
formers' ‘entrange,- hearing the pisto!
shot and the hearseé cries-of the crowd
as it rose .to. its, feet apd surged for
the exits. imagined:a murderous ajter-
cation  between town roughs and -the
circns men-had broken;lovse SRR

The circus men’s raflying cry, “Hey,
Rube! was raised.” The canvasmen,
the vicious swindiers, the agile acro-
bats. all those who knew a:trapedly
had happened but had not sensed what
it was, -8 . tent : -

1! ‘Bt from the first trugic happeniag,

——

}dreww forth brass knuckles and slung- ]
{'shots and struck sickewing hlows right
'nnd 1eff it every head in sight, Roughs

cut the rvopes and tore down the half
waented seirs and added to the general
' rrewzy of fright. destrnetion and panie.

"ithe death of La Belle under the fion’s
paw, agréedy eve hud heen upon the
- ‘plazing dismond frem the sky. As‘the”
paw -of Lancelot, ‘thé 'Hon, drew wway
from the sciwred, @éad hreast of his
faithful mistress. fhe chain (o the dia-
‘‘mond focket clung to his cruel claws. :
}- .As the THou, ronring in hismaddened:
rage, faced the: frénzied throng at”his:

doud fees of Saufioy sud

. | thought, addicted to.

i | ordered mind. They farther calmed
| nim 'by convineing Wim there had beemn
' gn ‘accident at the ‘circus ‘that ‘had:

|| With soul’ gild body” destroying @rugs,”|
| it wad eddy for the-cabiFto keép news

S'n;lyt?he Called o'n' Blair Stantey and |
Vivian. He Smirked at Her.

hehidaying at'the ciréus, as was half the
to%vy. He bad seen 1he diamound biazing
on ithe breast of the f&ir and faithless
La Belle; = He ha@:seen tlie 1ion’ sirike |
hér down ‘and drig tHe dixmond 10 the
cage door: = Sankey’ pussef-across the
podies of “the 'dead: nien outside the
cage, snatched at the bloody bauble and |
| drew it from the claws of ‘the Hon. "
him: "~ Others as.greedy and grasping i
the face of ‘dearh-as Sankey suatched,
too, at the gleaming great jewek -

In the maelstromr of  theé struggle
Sankey, fighting for the dinmond,
whirled just beuneath the box where
stood the agitated party with Artburs |

Durand-grabbed at the @igmond a8 it '
passed beneath him. ‘Blair sprang out
of the bos, but sotue oue struck him a
stunming blow from behind and the
tighting frout of tbe throug, desperate- |
Iy struggting for the dinmond. swirled
and surged on—the accursed beirloom
of the Stanleys passing close by Esther |
and Quabba. i

* * * * * * * ‘

Lawyer Smythe,” searching for Ar }
; thur, to whom, as “John Powell,” Blake |
the Richmond detective, had sent hiny |

when the lawyer first went west on |

his quest for the heir to the Stanley | |
earldom, arrived at the circus just as i

(he triple-tragedy had occurred. !

Eartier ‘in ‘the day Smythe, freshly |
clothed and-rested and revived - aftér |
his wandering in the wilderness, had
cnlled at the office of the Good Hope
Ofl company.

Here he had met Blair, in charge, and |

Vivian Marston.  He smirked at the
young woman and Vivian returned the
smile, deeming it to her inferest to do
go. But they gave him no clew that
the 'man he sought:as “John Powel”
for information regarding Arthar Stan-
ley* was Arthur Stanley himself.
Smythbe ‘had never met Arthur Staniey
exeept once briefly in the wildernéss,
and Lere taciturnity -on both sides ‘in
a casual meeting had prevented either
_knowing the purpose of the other.
| Briefly; at the office, Smythe liad dis-
cussed with Blair and Vivian the kin-
dred subjects of the Stanley earidom
and the diamend from the sky. Smythe
bad  po interest in the diamgnd. It
| was hut an heirloom of doubtful value
' i bis eves, an beirlooan pertaining to
‘the -Ameriean Stanleys -only. But the
English title concernedl him much, and
tie had informed Blair that until it was
definitely. proved that: the fugitive® Ar-
thar, Stanley was dead the'claim” of
Blair .to both the diamond -and ' the
Stanley enrldom in England could not
be allowed: But Blair, Smythe admit-
ted, was next of kin.

Phen -the English lawyer had .called
at ‘the Powell mansion seeking further
information and, learning:here thatthe
njured’ Mr.-Powell was so far recover-
ed that- his friends had-taken him‘to
{he circus, had gone-thither!

He arrived, as he usually arrived any-
where in- bewildering ~America.; t00
late. The circus performance was end-
ing in tragedy. and. panic, and thefiee-
ing, fighting, frenzied.men that poured
out from the -pandemonium = within
bowled: the English lawyer:over and
trampled upon him: = When he recover-
&d from.the excitement and jostling
the police were in. possession ‘and: the
place deserted " except by - the ' disor-
ganized employees. _

The protection-of the box had pre-
gerved Arthar’and“hfs party from ‘in-
jury. The watchful Quabba had drawn

i

Hon.' J. S. Duff appeals to Ontario

mayors and reeves to fill the depleted

- pankeef {a0m 1abOTCIS: mmmm s

she pamic and thé riot.

icftge ‘bavs; the diamond dangled out*

5 ¢ brought on awother attack of this re-

|and De Vaux, the jackal, kept up a
| ‘pathy. Only Blair stood aloof. These
| ‘the power of the Powell millions, which

| tion ‘to 'administer. and so he gave his
| negative aid to the despicable plot to

41y and financially.

| in-@a wmeasure. But to keep him from

! part¥ {o'the Mices on‘the mOTIOW. They

[ drivé Bstirei from Tos Angeles: Their

|
The tight and the panic surged abotit 4' his fear of compléte thental collapse
i
i
|
i
|

tturn to Ridhmond and Hagar.

Esther aside at the first outbreak of
A slash in the
canvas walls of the tent had given
Quiabba and Esther egress to safety.
and “Quabba Tnifd’ ted Lis duzedl young
mistress away: i

After Artburszbad been conveyed by
‘Durand-and the others to-their waiting
motorear, Arthnor, firough excitement
and ‘drugs, colipsed. But be revived
when he reached his robms in his fine
new’' munsien, - ands ~demanded that
Hsthier be sought for.

*1-am not crazyit be vehemently de-
clared; 1 saw' Esther there; and 1
watit yon to_bring uie te lrer!”

“Now,’ cglm - yourself, Mz Powell,”
said Durand svothingty.  “The exeite-
ment which: you bave witnessed has

current hallncination. A Joan cannot
suffer concussion of the brain and oth-
et injories,®as yon have; and bope to
escape serious mental as ‘well as physi-
‘cal reactions. ' THhere; there! We must
give you something to quiet you!” |

And ‘the hypocritical and unscrupu- i

CHAPTER XLIV.

An Altered Telegram.

ANKEY. the stableman, fought

S his way out of the melee at the

cireus. Of those who had seen

him seize the diamond from the

lion's prasv several hud been separated

from him in the siruggle and confu-

sion, and others had been struck down

by the circus men wielding bludgeons

and shouting-the, circus men’s battle-
cry, “Hey, Rube!

Hiding the diamond in the pecket of
his sweater coat, bis hand clasped upon
it. Sankey seemed to be but one of the
many frightened, -fleeing spectators
speeding from- the scene of tragedy and
riot. Panting, he .gained the street,
swung himself aboard a crowded street
car and made his way back to the
mean neighberhood where his stable
was. . Here he threw  the mnervous
monkey, Clarence, tied to the stall of
Quabba’s pony,-into fits as he tushed
into the place, clambered up the ladder
and hid his booty, the diamend from
the sky; beneath the hay in a corner of

3 [
lous swindler' adininistered 2 liberal | the joft:

dose of the'drug that he had per
'Arthur to become secretly, as Arthar

Vivian added her blandishinents to
the ' soothing 'hypocrisies of ‘Durand.

murmur of feigned concern and sym-
ways were not his, but Blair coveted

Arthur's ineapucity placed him in posi-

‘ruin Arthur bodily, mentaily, spiritual-

By the drug and the power of sugges-
tion ‘the conspirators- succeeded in im-

pressing Arthur agein ' that' his seeing-

Esther had been an illusion of his dis-

caured excitement, -but-the triple: trags
edy ‘he had' witnessed was giso a fig-
ment of his hysterin. < 0 £ :

‘Guartied as Avthur was and supplied’

piEpérs, visiters'and other ‘sources of in-
formation from him. Even his:private
sedrétary had been' sent by Bldir as a
manager- of distant properties, so that
Arthur might by no chance gdin any

confirmiation of the presence of Esther |
i in-T.os Angeles:

It was not wholly easy to convince
Arthur, even under ' these. conditions,
though- he was weak: willed and.his
pliysical strength enly returned-to him

thinking Drurand-and the oshers ineit

o lilm to ohe t8lly after another-as his

strength eame bacleto some degree”°
Alveady they avranged for ‘a tallyho

feuréd ‘to =o too far in their-efforts to

efforts were coufined to keeping Ar-
thuir ‘separated {P6m- her, 10" augment

IR The ThteaT of the vecurrent hal
lucinations- whielr they endeavored to
convinee him his encounters with Hs-
ther were.

Ou the other hand. the censpirators
kpnew Esther's high-spirit. They hoped
she would become disconmrngzéd and per-
haps disgusted at Asrthur's eccentrie
tireatment of her—the cpuse 'of which
shé: was 1ot filkely to suspect—and re-

But Esthér was resolved upon solving
the strange mystery ‘of Arthur's con-

A
0
a

{

[

“] am not crazy!” he vehemently de-
clared.

influence would overcome him and he
would regard her with 'a‘fear: haunted
expression, lapsing intosvacuity, and
then fate, in the-shape:of those’ who
surrounded him ep: tragic excitement
such as had last occurred. would:sepa-
rate them wide apart again, True as
steel herself. her stanch’ beart would
not permit: her to believe Arthur’'was
base or forgetful.

She felt the ¢all of Hagar, recovering
slowl§ among sirangers. . But Esther
determhied to-see and:-have an-under-
standing 'first avith Arthur, and then
return. Yet she did*not tvish to intrudé: |
upen “him, now that he was rich and
powerful ay John ‘Powell, did be net
desire it.

P et -~

H\arry Milla.rd, 2 6-year-old Aylmer
boy, was fatally injured while_trying
to- catch-on:to:a: glﬁ.ighl gk e o e

! Quabba had seen Esther safely to her

hotel and had returned to the ’ct_)ngenial
quarters wheré"hi ged—the ‘stable—
uttering lamenta reaction of the
excitemen through.

At the en b stable yard he
met the who had already

»

Parker Promised He Would Send the
. Telegram.

heard of the riot call that had brought
the reserves to-the scene of tragedy and
battle at the circus. The policeman dis-
cussed the whole exciting affair with
Quabba, who had been a spectator.
The twocame Gown the:alley together,
and - Sankey, . the. stableman,. peerin;
panic strickén from.a crack in the lo
‘wall, 'saw them, -and his guilty cop-
sclence ~ prompted = the barrowing
thought that he had been identified.as
the thief who had-dragged the diamond’
from the claws of death and that the
search for him was o . Ao ~4roey
Quabba and the peliceman called his
name, but Sankey did mot.answer. He
lay trembiing in the loft in an ague of
fear. Quabba:and the policeman left
the'stable without tooking imto:the Joft

‘and walked -up the alley. to: the street,

and ‘Sankey-dropped down the ladder,
climbéd the back femce and bid in-an-

| other part of town, leaving the dia-

mond beneath the bay. A T
Sankey reasoned if he were located

| ana searched the diamond wonid, not

be found upon him and he would
fhe ‘first  opportunity ef retrieving if

| ana steat away with it by night. -

returned to the stable, angrily uttering

| maledictions on the Absent Sankey,
.Clarence; "the monkey, was C 2

with hunger..The pony had not
watered, andl his hayrack was:empty,,
Quabba attended to tLese duties, then
clambered-to the loft and shoved down .
hay into the empty. rack. Quabba gave
full measure of hay to the pony. He

' @id mot know that in the generous

measure of hay he shoved down dnto
the rack there fell and lodged hidden at
the bettom of the rack, just over the

manger, the diamond from the sky! ..
* * * * *\ * &

That very morning Arthur, distrust-
ing himself and suspicious of those
around him, had written a telegram
Blake, the Richmond detective. Of ajl
with whom he dealt Arthur had the
most confidence in this astute and se-
cretive confidential agent of his. Ar-
thur also felt he could trust his Eng-
lish butler, Parker. Taking advantage
of a moment that he was alone, Arthur
had scribbled the telegram. It read:
“Answer at ‘once. Ts HEsther Harding
in Los Angeles? Alse wire condition of
Hagar Harding.” The telegram Wwas
signed with the name he was known
by in the west, John Powell. He hand-
ed this to Parker, who faithfully prom-
ised he would send the telegrany in. se-
cret, and he kept his word. P

When . Blake received - this strange
message he was puzzled, for he knew
Esther bad been in the west for sev-
eral weeks. . But- he had learned -of
Arthor's . injuries: and deemed that
Esther was kept from-the injured man.
For' Blake: knew,«f§o, ‘that Blair and
Vivian were ‘in Los Angeles, and be
suspected them, Blake telegraphed
promptly: “Answering your wire, Miss
Esther Harding is in Los Angeles. Ha-
gar Harding continuves to improve,”

This telegram was delivered at the
offices of the Good Hope. Qil company-
Blair. in ‘charge, received all business
and personal communi¢ations in the
ahsence of the inJured Arthur. Blair
opened the envelope cautiously at the
suggestion of “Vivian. who was pres-
ent. They were dumfounded for a mo-
ment, and then Vivian peinted *o the
first line of the message, which was
typewritten.

o (T be.continued:) . .




