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" THURSDAY

Gilmour during the afternoon asked
what ministers were present when the
crown grants were issued -to the C. P.
R The provincial secretary replied that
tle\;t records did not show who were pre-
8 -

L SCANDAL -
INDEED

Revelations [lade Before

VICTORIA, April 23—The East
Kootenay special committee met this
morning. Members asked for a number

ARRIVED

AT CRISIS sirn xS

. DAWSON, Y. T., April 22.~Alexander

tirough. the Jungs #nd probably fatally
wounded at the new town. of Fairban l'q ks,
in the ¢

—

the East Kootenay
Committee.

The Juggling With Crown.
Grants Plainly Ex-
posed.

VICTORIA, April 22.—When the re-
vocation bill was before the house twq
days ago the chief commissioner of lands
and works stated the reason. why the
original order-in-council was cangelled
was because the C. P. R. never indicat-
ed that they would take up the govern-
ment’s offer to give these valtiable lands

of documents referred to by George
McL. Brown, which: have not yet been
produced. They particularly asked for
a letter (mm the minister to the gov-
ernment agent at Fort Steele, stating
that crown grants had been fssued.

A telegram was read from Sir Thomas
Shaughnessy stating that he could, not
come now, but might be able to meet
the committee some time in May.

Deputy Minister Gore was called and
said he did not select the Iands in|
question, but drew up the plans of them
in accordance with a memo received,
he believed, from Wells’ private sec-
retary. He knew that applications for
coal and petroleum licenses had been
refused upon the ground that the land
was reserved. He held that the pay-
tnent of fees for crown grants did not
nply necessarily that the grants should
issue. The crown grants were now/in
hs peesession, with the word ‘*can-
celled” across the face, initialed by the
chief commissioner.

for the larger acreage to which the C.
P. R ‘was entitled, contiguous to their |
line. of railway.
who ‘was examined by the special com-
mittee last night, declares this is utterly
false. He swears that the govemment'
made the offer of these lands without

solicitation from him, that he acceptodi

George MecL. Brown, i
|

This was an off day in the legisia-
ture. Houston’s motion asking the
Dominfon government-to reconsider its
action regarding the silver-lead mat-
ter passed the house unanimously. The
remainder of the afternoon the house
was in committee on minor bills.

The executive committee of the B.

the offer, paid the fees on both blocks, ' ~ " wepine assoclatfon has been con-

and has a receipt for the said payment. l stantly engaged since Monday morning.

Wells, he swears, asked leuterday it presented the association

The government has never even retu
the fees,
to ‘leave the crown grants, for him
(Wells) to deliver personally to Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy. Wells in the
house repesatedly declared that the deeds
never left his pessession on the occasion
of his visit to Montreal, although there

resolutions to a full meeting of the
cabinet, each resolution beéing support-
ed by a selected member of the com-
mittee. The reception from the minie-
ters was very courteous and encourag-
ing.” Tonight the resolutions will be

have been rumors that they did. Brown ,similarly presented to the mining com-.

says Mr. Shaughnessy told him that
Wells delivered the crown grants and
then asked for their return, promising
that he would mail them to Sir Thomas
thirty days. after reaching Vietoria. This
he never did, Brown states that in view
of these fadts their lawyers advised the
C. P. R. that their title to the lands was
perfect, and they did not even apply for
a petition of right.

A special to the Times this afternoon
quotes Sir Thomas Shaughneesy as say-
ing: “The negotiations took' place at
Vancouver, and T learned very little
about them. Wells delivered to me in

Montreal patents for all the grants ex-|

cept the one in question, which he had
with him in an envelope, but which he
requested to be allowed to retain for
special reasons for a few days, not ex-
ceeding a month, and as the patent was
issued under the great seal and I consider-
ed the transfer of the lands completed I
assented, and I do not think I had this
particular patent in my hands at any
time.” ; W

Attorney-General Eberts was called
by the committee this morning, and his
evidence was. not. completed when ihe
eommittee arose. . He gave his recollec-
tion of the matter of the crown grants.
He said they. were recommended, he
thought, by the chief commissioner of
1ands and works, and passed the council
in September, 1901. . He said he never
crnderstood that the company were not
agreeable to the terms.of the order-in-.
council of that date. Upon being pressed
for reasans leading up to the rescinding
of the erown grants, he declined to give
them, as that would be a yiolation of
his oath of office. He remembered that
George MeL, Brown called on the exe-
cutive and protested against the can-
cellation of the crown grants, of which
the company had been given no notice.
He further declared that he aid not
know that Wells had brought the crown

grants back from Montreal until a month’

or two -after Wellg’ return. Asked if

Brown had spoken about a settlement’

being reached and the grants delivered
he said: “Well, he spoke to that effect.”

Eberts was also -asked Wells’ reasons
for bringing back the crown grants, and
said one reason was that he could not
get the C. P. R. to do something.

Asked further, Eberts said: “Don’t
you think you shounld ask Mr. Wells
that?”

Bill 16, otherwise the cancellation bill,
ts still unsigned, and it is now rumored
that the delay is due to the governor,
who is withholding his assent temporar-
ily. At least McBride at the! beginning
of the session this aftermoon, asked if
assent wounld be given today, and Prior
replied laconically that the government
was not aware whether the governot
wonld be down today or not.

The governor's delay is attributed to
various causes; one of which is advice
from BEberts to that effect, and the other
the governor's desire to have the report
of the special committee inquiring into
the matter before affixing his signature.
Eberts is undonbtedly hostile to the bill,
but it is regarded as hardly likely that
the governor would accept his advice if
not in harmony with that of the first
minister as expressed, in legislation.

The possibility- of Sir Henri’s assent
being withheld opens up fresh contin-
gencies. Col. Prior has contended all
along that hehad an assurance from the
governor of a dissolution if he so desired.
If the governor no longer accepts his
advice he must resign or be dismissed,
and in either case wonld not be granted
an appeal to the country. Hence Me-
Bride, leader of the opposition, would
likely be called on. Prior, on the other
hand, is credited with contemplating a
coup by dismissing Wells and Eberts on
the ground that they misled him when
he joined the ministry in regard to this
matter and making an appeal to the
country on the strength of his proposal
to prevent the alienation of these lands.

The time for an appeal to the country.

would be favorable: just now, as Joseph |

Martin 48 in the hospital on account of
trouble in ome of his legs, for which the
doctors are mow considering the advisa-
bility of amputation. . thus preventing
his participation in a campaign.

MecInnes’ bill regarding settlers’ rights
on the E. & N. is attacked as affording
no real relief. It was supported by Haw-
thornthwaite and passed its second read-
ing.

The participation of Gold Commission-
er Fraser of Atlin in. private business
while holding a public office was also
discussed, the opposition claiming that
the rule should apply generally or not
at all. The resolution for papers on the
matter passed,

mittee of the legislature. Last night
the executive cothmittee passed a
strong resolution urging the Do ion
government to redonsider the€ duestion
of lead” duties, or to grant relief by
bonus to lead producers. The com-
mittee expect to conclude their labors
tomorrow night.

| The .Victoria branch of the British

Columbia. Mining association, which
was organized tonight, despatched a
resolution to Str Wilfird Laurier urging
itlre Dominion government to take
! measures for the relief’ of ‘the silver-
lead industry of the province,

The steamer ‘Indrasamha, of the
Portland and Asiatic line, made a spe-
cial call at Victoria today, inward
bound, to land a large contingent of
| Chinese passengers, who are hurrying
into Canada becauke of the proposal to
increase the head tax.

VICTORIA, April 24—The country
and the legislature are ‘at last in pos-
session of the exact state of affairs with
regard to Lieutenant-Governor Joly and
bill 16 repudiating, the C. P. R. land

| grant, In reply to McBride this evening

- Premier Prior said he had submitted

this and other bills to the governor, and
in regard to this particular bill the gov-
ernor said he ‘considered it to be one
of such serious import, amd. as tending
to create a precedent, that he wished to
have sufficient time to consider the mat-
ter ‘with the attention it deserved. °

The impression prevails here that the
governor is waiting the report of the
special committee, otherwise he would
searcely disrezard the unanimous wish
of the legislative assembly. The "action
of the latter only confirmed his own
action, as he signed the order revoking
the grants. But if the committeé reports
that  the ‘ministers misrepresented the
facts to the house and governor, {Lat
might -alter his position. On the ¢ her
Hand, If he refuses to pign. Prior must
resien becaude of the governor disre-
earding his advice. ‘But'if Prior resigns
the governor eannot géet another mém-
ber of the legislature, with the possible
exception of Eberts to take ,the respon-
_sibility for his act, as all of them, with
gi‘ﬁ exception of Eberts, voted for the
i 'The revelations before ‘the committee
and the attitude of the ministers is wid-
ening the breach between Prior and two
of his ministers; Eberts and Wells, and
:it would mnot surprise the house any
time if Prior asked for their resignations.
Although Prior was a party to the later
part of the gevernment dction regarding
this grant, his friends declare that being
a new member he was misled by the
ministers named, and he himself makes
nc secret of his'annoyance.

The house was in committee almost all
afternoon on McInnes’ bill regarding
. settlers’ rights in the B, & N. ‘belt. It
| was Teported . complete with slight
amendments.

Night sittings, the premier stated, will
commence next week.

The doctors have decided not to am-
putate Joseph Martin's. leg till the

a week or two yet. They
amputate below the knee,

VICTORIA, April 26—Smith Curtis’s
motion in favor of immediate assent
to the bill cancelling the crown grants
comes up on Monday. McBride has
givenl notice to amend the same by ad-
ding the following: “And that
while the House will - not grant
supply until assent is given, at the same
time the house pledges itself to support
the present premier in pressing for such
immediate assent.” |

This assures Premier Prior of the ab-
solute support of the house on the.ques-
tion, and guarantees that the opposition
wil! refuse to justify the governor in
refusing assent. :

The debate is likely to be interesting.

representing the unanimous voice of the
people, cannot allow an executive flgure-
head to override it.

The delay of the governor is produe-
ing a restive feeling. 5

TO CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY.
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets.

All druggists refund the money if 'R
tails to cure. B. W. Grove's

is on exch box. e

{ wounds heal, which will probably take|
then

wishes to be observed. The legislature;}'

Political Situation at Vic~
toria Reaches Acute
Stage. :

Business Is Held Back to
Await a Government
Caucus.

VICTORIA,

ment today passed over all important
business and went on to privats bitfs,”
at the same time cutting out the night
session which had been ‘planned. The
reason was evidently that a crisis has.
arrived, and thé fact that an important
caucus has been called for tomorrow
indicates thiat the premier fs face to
face with serious trouble. ;

It is understood on good authority/

that no anxiety meed be apprehended |
because of the governor's not signing

the revocation bill, as it is believed he
will do so, i i

The Deadman’s Island matter was up
tprdbcmdmhthqhomona.ntum

April 27.~The govern= da

The house refused to give the Mor-

way, .and for which thousands more will
soon start. ' The intelligence was brought
t> Dawson by travellérs in dog teams

crossing the divide,

, & distance of 200 or

300 milés, and requiring a week's time.

Ar ilﬂt:cz ﬂ;ﬁ:c. 'hmot‘ uffray in the ne;;
the men inyolved,’and because
quarrel itself, the gﬂn&‘ o
miners is almost at fever heat.

Ing - among the

<N

The quarrel between 'tm l:ke& l:dm

when Coutts claimed )
grant him a town.lot not shown on the
recorded.

books to be

The heat of each

mvhenvthqt;n,l&,m the main street
of the town, and they soon resorted to
blows. Coutts whipped thq then record.

fell in the bed of a creek and

scarcely could move. v
the ice for two miles in his injured con-
dition; but finally sacéumbed. :

Herbert Crane,

rissey, Michel and Fernie Rallway *0m- ' gnown in Dawson, was killed at Nome

pany power to build tramways and use ' mghrnary 17th, according -to news re-
water power, as it was held 10 DPe eived from down the Yukon. While min-

against thie public intgrest to do ®o.

The debate on ouston’s bill re-
garding the size
was adjourned. ‘This bill would Himit
the size of such claims to about the
size of mineral claims, and is to prevent:
large corporations grabbing big areas.

Eberts was before the com-
mittee today, but ‘although presa:d
hard by Green and McPhillips to give
the reasons for the government's ac-
tion in caneelling the crown ts ‘he
excused himself on the ground that he
would violate his oath of office. He
said, however, that he advised the gov-
ernment that they could substitute
lgnds in Kootenay for those “contigu-
ous to the raflway” earned by the C.
P R ‘

Tomorrow Prémier Prior will table
‘the report of the delegates to Ottawa.
It will consist largely of details of the
case made out' for British Columbi
which was practically the sdme as that
vre-tnted by the Dunsmuir govern=-
men’ s 4 :

THIRTY-TWO DROWN ED,;

 VIGTORIA, April 22.—Further details
of the disastrous collision between the,
eoastinig steamers Nuestrd Senora de
Lourdes and Navarra on March 1if
goon after midnight, off Cape Santiago,
near the entrance to Batangas, as a
result of which 23 livés were lost, were
received in mail advices from Manfla.
3rief advices were given, by the As-
sociated Press cdbles. -
| Manila papeérs report that the steamers
crashed together in' the darkness and
over 100 people were left struggling in
the ‘water when both vessels founden
shortly after the collision. By rare fortune
the steamer Alva and the United States
transport Lalloc were near at hand.
The Alva lowered her boats and took
43 of the crew and passengers from the

today and

floating wreckage. ' ‘She signalled the

falloe, which fook the sarvivors to m-‘

tangas” Their names were not 'given,
but ' it is " reported  there were:
‘no Americans in the two steamers. ' When
‘the passenger lists’ were checked it was
foand that 82 were missing. Neither of

the' captains conld give any account as |’

“to How the collision occurred, and
said the night was a clear one,
Fred Donelly, who was a passenger on
the Lalloc, safd the transport cruised
for some time with her search light on

the waters, but failed to find any surviv- |’

ors other those taken from  the
Alva. They sald the accident was. in-

excusable on the part of one at'least|

‘of the captains, the night
and the moon ag. The captain of/
the Navarra was. dceused of having his
lights on the wrong sides. Many pathe-
tic scenes were witnessed. One woman
was barely prevented from drowning
heérself and her infant becanse her hus-

y

being clear

GOLD IN MANCHURIA.
Russians - Reported to Have Magssacred
VICTORIA, April 22—According to
advices received from the Orient, there
has been another rush of goldseekers
to Manchuria. Prospectors who ‘have
gone to Vladivestock for outfits report

that gold has been found in abundance]ne

in many places. The Amursky Gazette
says as much as five pounds of gold

has been tal from 3500  weight of
R e a it et

out gold are Chinese, and the Russian
paper says: “As Manchuria is not yet
completely under Russian jurisdiction,
nothing ‘can be done to take measures
?mt these adventurers.” - A rumor

as, published in Japanese papers that
2 massacre of two Hundred of these min-

ers by Russians had taken plaee. |

ing on his properties
| earth and ‘met  instant
" petroleum claims | death. . He was 40 years of age, “

in a slide of

ON LABOR QUESTION

MANUFACTURERS AND EMPLOY-
ERS WAIT ON'DOMINION
GOVERNMENT.,

Loz
OPPOSE SOME BILLS PROMOTED
BY THE LABOR ORGANI-
ZATIONS.

i

okt

liament.

cipal speak

waited on the government to
'] 6ppose‘the labor. bills mow before par-

‘the amend~
“to’ the  alien laboy

.

1tn, | 1w, and ‘was supported by D L. Logk~
erby of Montreal, who, also made a'stro y
uttack on the importation of labor agi- |

{

dheonthud!’ -

|The Legistation Urged on

| Views = Adopted by the

n | as follows, with the names of the mem-

ST petent geologist, who has had experience
_'ii examination and classification of anr-

spectfully nd a
Crane was caught' fy the tariff fees chargeable on the in-

n;in“’ th;q government befmpectfllg
: i q:‘of— the fol-

Jowing: . (a) - One practical mipe man-
ager; (b) One p m workery
(¢) A chairman mutually agreed upon by
the other two. This board shall have
the power to collect information under
/ |oath, and its further duty shall be to’
make prompt report from time to time
‘to the minister gf mines, th h whoms
the press and the public may rmed
of the situation. In the event of a fail-
ure the two commissioners ‘to agree
upon a third, the chief justice shall ap-
pcint a chairman.”

CROWN GRANTS TO PLACERS.

Mr. Hobsdn.—"“That ‘this conventiont
fayors legislation that will give crown
granted title to placer claims for which
leases are mow given, and for placer
claims which require grouping and large
expenditures to make them productive:
vatdeg however, that no crown grants
shail be obtainable until reasonable ex-
penditures for permanent improvements
shall have been made; “and provided
alsn that among other safeguards restric-
tions: shall be imposed protecting: the
shallow) placer miner; and provided also
that additional taxation of crown grant-
ed claims in years in which they are not
reasonably worked shall be imposed; and
thet in preparing new legislation upon

_the Government and
the House. _

e

Mining Association
Meeting.

VICTORIA, April 27.—The executive
ecommittee  of the Provincial Mining As-
sociation has: been busy during the past
few days presenting to ‘the government
and the mining committee of the legis-
lative assembly the requirements of the
‘aggociation: in the way -of legislation.
The recommendations as adopted at the
general meeting of the assoctation are

bers who proposed them:
' MINERAL RESOURCES.
Mr. Croft—'“That the provincial gov-

"| ernment be requested to procure the ser- | the above lines the government and leg-

{slature are respectfully requested to

vices of a thoronghly reliable and com- | oive setious consideration to the recom-

mendations contained in the above men=

‘tioned report of the placer mines' com=
” "

iferous alluvial® deposits, to report dur- mittes’

: i INDIAN RESERVES.
/ing the present on the geographi- A ; g
.cal condition and the minera] resources|  Mr, Higgins.-#'That this convention
in general of the district, with & view to7 resp lly urges upon the Dominion
having the desired information at the and provincial governments -the desira-
‘earliest possible date.” - bility of op:ﬁk;‘ Indian reserves in Brit-
H ; ish Colum! or mining purposes.”
LICENSING OF COMPANIES, s sl S

TRAILS AND ROADS.
Mr. Gal.—“That the government and 3 R
legislature . of British Columbia be re- ~— “That this n‘mgxiﬁon

requested to amend and modi-

corporation, registration or licensing ‘of

and for companies’ free min-
ers’ certificates, in order to encourage
the formation of = companies having:
among their objectd the development: of
the natural products of this province.”

TWO PER CENT TAX.

Mr, Galt.;“'nmt the go;fer;rm:an; g)d o
legislature of the provinee sh Co- M ‘an e
Jumbia are respectfully urged to abolish ' ernment be asked :
the so-called two per eent mineral tax date these acts an e
upon the output of mines because of its clear and concise language
injurious effeet in restricting and so as to make them imore .
sing mining. and 'because of its effect and it iz hoped that they wili eo 3
in. discouraging the investment of out- with the | ‘committee of this
side capftal” : *  association’ on this fnatter . . -
‘“That ¥ respect to the reoolnﬁmpu- S BT
sed dealing with the abolition of the two
‘per cent tax this convention shall met be

‘Mr. Belyea.~*That i viéw of the am-
rig 3 ] of the claunses of the

- | understood as. being .op! ;
a4 soujtabls taxation of te mintmgide-} 7' .
| “That in the event of the ‘repéal of | 'PARIS,  April 37—In the ‘proy
commerce tax proyinces
E. Gurrey, of Wﬁq, w;" the _
7, of Toonto, i the pri

J . He op,
ment now proposed

t0=hh ‘part Iligowmntit,of

the two per cent commerce ta « Sunday was marked by numerous disor-
econvention ﬂ;‘":'f' W“‘g;,‘” A decly v . resulting - from the
proper basis for the taxation of working .. erging of nauthorized congregations.
mines that a fair tax be levied upon of ‘upauthorized ¢o

F'the profits or dividends paid to the own-, The . most serious disorder i8 reported

tic-sur-Foron, wheré 80 poi-

1t—"“That the collection by the %{;‘g‘;ﬂ oo
eordwood cut and used by the own-:
~his own mines and mineral

purposes should be g,

Mr| Baéne—That owners of crow

l "' GLATMS SOLD FOR TAXES.

granted mineral ‘claims sold for taxes :

They all supported Senator Lougheed's oy nij hdve the same right of

bill to keep labor agitators away from:

Canada, * While ‘the delégation ‘starfed
out by saying they were not -opposed

10

unions, they emded by oppesingthem. |

Mr, Whiting, of the’'Canadian Locomo-
Kingston,

against their Aisd i
Sir, William Mulock said that while

the delegates:
he did not believe

He was opposed

The Dominion government has. ahol-
inspection  f

ished steamboat.

mon
weal
and

postal’

i s
e e el AL

where this experimen
both | was tried and. succeeded in any country.
coercion,

t&nmmnhmwoww
'nct',a('_m;!édmi forbids/ thould
aigement The Ne e

R wa o
n ﬂmw' gl

‘made & strong
methods. :

! Ay

ees. The
amounted .M

tion ‘for six months as is acco
cther owners of crown granted
landsy sold for taxes” .l e
FREE MINERS' CERTIFICATES.
lips-Wolley,—“That the law

g e-”i. 5%
u 1 ; ’ 1 i r .; '-. 0> o4
o toee minrs cortificate Ahall mot work
| forfeiture of githhm' ired, under R‘."‘: ,
. FEE FOR CROWN GRANT. I:‘
Mr. Brown:—“That in ‘the ‘opinjon of them
convention ‘the . .fg‘-“ggvj

MINING AND INVESTMENT AGENTS
'ROSSLAND, BRITISH OLUMBIA

CABLES: “KENMAC" ROSSLAN .
Cable Codes—Moreing & N~

Raykers; Bank of British North Ainer-
ica, Roesland B. C., and London, J n8.

Bedford McNe Bank of Montreal, Rossland, B ©
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