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Hearts and Hazards .

A Love Affair and a Business Deal Get Entangled

He found her alone in a lawn swing, statioued
beneath a patriarchal oak in the side yard. A wovel
but she wasn't reading; aud
book and
sted him
t edlor,
He took

lay vpen on her lap
now, at his Ll&-i."-u-f., she clused the

ropped it on the seat beside her, and gr
She wore pale pink, her

without rising
sud she looked more enchanting than ever
the opposile s« 1
The afterncon was perfect, A wiarm breeze, laden
with the perfame of many flowers, gently stirred
A-thrush sang eestatically on the
Fhe spot .was like a scented Iy

hedge and 1

the leaves above

toprmost bough
sereencd from the street by a lila
veranda-—whercon sat Mr. and Mrs. Sage—b
st opaque growth of ¢lematis. Evervthing
felicitous for his purpose

He spoke of the weather and then of the thrush
and in both toples she exhibited a '-uhlw o Lepid
intetst. Then, reddening somewhat, and feeling
warm and big and awkward-—as he ‘always felt
he approached his point obliquely
*“drove

when uear her
t* Mother and 1.7 he said in his slow way
wil to the farm yesterday.’
she submitted another polite comment
It bheautiful in the country now-—hbeautiful
|.believe vou told me once,'’' he continued, watclh

By Edwin Baird

PART 11

.

Emerging on the street he came face to face with
Henkel, who had just alighted from his automobile
and was crossing ll(unh-hnlh toward the gate

This encounter and t memory of Gertrude's ex
pectance stirred the slow wrath smouldering in him
He blocked the path of the smaller man, towering
above him like a St. Bernard over a mongrel

‘I ndvise you 1o leave the town,'' said Ben in
2 quiet voiee, ‘‘hefore it gets too disagreeable.'’

‘1 don't understand you,™ said Henthel coldly

Hen's powerful right hand, hanging loosely at
his side, closed in an iron fist, and his face went
white

AL oseckon yhu bavén't forgetiea the time we
met in Chicago!?"’

Henkel's hard, bLright eves shifted from Bea's
head to his fist, trom his fist to his feet, "then back
again, as if puzzied and annoyed. -~

‘“1 mever saw yvou hefore in my life."’

Bew dpew 8 deep breath and his clenched fist
moved Dackward a Tew inches menacingly. But ke
controlled his mounting angery .

Her large eyes lowered demurely to the book,
permitting him to observe the length of her lashes.
A delicate warmth flushed her soft cheeks faintly.

‘I wonder if vou know ‘what you're mayisg.’'
she murmured without looking up, *‘or if you mean
hulf of itt"’

“*1 megn more,”” he declared, Then he laughed
apologetically, as though surprised at his own bold
uess. “Hut | really ecalled today to talk about
Can Sou surmise what?''

Bhe idly turned a page of. the novel,

*“*Naturally | have sutmised you have come teo
talk about me. '’ "

Ue laughed again, very softly. It was not an
unpleasant laugh

‘““1 can conceive of no topic,”’ said he, ‘‘that
would afford me more delight. | could talk about
yvou endlessly. But''-—with guother graceful wave
of his hand "It sevins pecossury to bore you with
business. '’

“But | don't know a thing about budiness, Mr.
Henkel. "'

“Perbaps,’’ he smiled, ‘you might be willing
to loarn if vou saw & chasrce to make your father
immensely wealthy

“You mean your
was usable to concenl a Im of

gasoline compound?’’  Bhe
jisappointment,

‘erazy about country life.’
‘1 must have heen ecrazy
said u,’
‘* You mean-—vyou're not
it mow!"’ .
“Hardly! If | had to live in the
country I would * go erazy, sun
enolgh
S Why! he asked quietly
“YOL. hecause It se dull, | sw

when |

she laughed
crazy about

v turning, she looked hriefly
though scarchingly, toward the street
But it's mot dull,’” be Insisted

It's the most exciting thing in The
world,. It's erammed full of life and
interest and you always feel that
vou're hving close to Geod He
ske leaning towards her carsestly
on his knees, watehing her face
wne reflection of
thusiasn e most subjects he Was

werh, but here he was 1her

his eager en

home and no hesitation s
jeeled Lis tongue He was in love with
is theme and his talk showed it

Before he bhad proceeded far how

er, he perecived he had awakened in

het not evess 5 lukewarm isterest, and ki
sent wied, his cagerness lont s Ane edge
i b sie lamely 1o B patism
1'ms sorey | can’t see it 1)
pin turned and Jooked loward

1 way sl

as if expecting another caller, e
v following ker gaze, looked strectwalr

ut saw soboedy there
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be one spent
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s hig city, like | g oF Abrupt by
el I looked st him queerly. It had suddenly
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Al right he said. “"But jest remember my
adsice Then bhe swuang off down the slrest to
ward home And sow ancther gase followed him
though not & wistfyl one

The noise of Henkel s mitor car, prociaiming the
prrival of that young man, stimulsted GOertrade
boundiessly. No lunger wistful, she sped te the lilar
hedge andy prering below frem this clevalion, she
bebeld Hed and Henkel conversing negy the gate
Nhe saw Hen turs shaugtly and walk away, aad
siaring after him
came tn bor dissction, she s

Henhs

Then, as Henkel

hack 16 the swing, compased herself there and

peted the » vi Resting bher silhclad fot e
the panite seal, she agitated t1he swing iy e
and Her attitude dencted an abnarplion in the
i shd & swaest blivionshess 1o Aay slher piv

hat she was fully conscions of the luvely
ture she presestsd swaving gestly s the um
surrounded by Sowers and foliage
et ool hevoming frock
found bher, apparestly ssaware of
od the seat Itely Blled by

ot afteraoan
1 attired in

w lHenhe

Mg, Al

bie Usnlike Ben, A ever, e was st oo b I
well turnedd e

You quite tonk my bivath a8y e said,

taining her hand s he mt down 1've hoon Ao

wating vou frem bhebhind that teellis yonder

Have you fully recovesed frem the shoek !

I fear the wound s pesmanent. Al least, my
heart s still ahnermal Yeu smid Mr. Henkel,
wit an cloguent gestgre ot the |a.h»t¢l wiliea

: ' . | ] ] _
& i ’ . atl Leldonge

Telhg TREETIRNATWITE ThiE wow Tuzalts thelr talk.

He nodded hrightly

“My idea is to form a corn
the preduct. | koow there
1've tried to interest your
ately | haven't achieved any sigad) suceess; and
now | should like to enlist your aid. No doubt you
have cousiderable interest with your father. De
you suppose yvou could prevail upea him
1o make this investment?*’

“Prolably,” she sald, woadering
how she counld bhest steer the converns
tion bhack to its original channel. ** But
honestly, Mr. Henkel, | don't know a
thing shout .’

““Then,'" mid lHenkel, with his beil
liant smile, ‘‘the thing for me to do
is to tell you all about it."" And this
he pro ended to do in his Ilfu.'n“‘u
mape i

Giertrade made no offopt to follow
what se said, and presently his words
ceased 1o convey any meaning whit
ever., Contemplating him she grew ogp-
wious of & vague disturbance in ber
heart, which signifiod that her infatun
tien fur this strange young mas, of
whom she knew animost nothing, was
approacking o dangerous stage.
she, far frem being slarmed thereat, was
thrilled enchantingly. Somewhere in the back
of her brain a phrase repeated tsell over
and over: Here s my ideal! Her encaant
wment grew, His conmopalitan air, his ll‘.m
speech, his comely appoarance, even the wa
he wore bis clothes —these appealed to her ginl
fancy. Nhe contrasted him with Mea; plodding,
honest, awhward and slow, and » mild pity tinged
hert fascination

NHenkel spobe on, and pretty seon she evinesd
i his discourse & geauine inferesth, e was ol
lnding, in & casual way, teo severnl prominest Oh
cagonns, whose jpames she haew s woll an her
own, and his allusions implied there existed be
tween them & boad of cordial frieadship. Witk
avidity she had aften read, in the saviety columae
of Chicage sewspapers, about the sovial activities
of thene peeple, for thelrs was & life that enimp
tured her; and » hearing their hallowed names
fall lightly fram the ligs of this interenting young
man, be wased more charming otill-—mere evil, 108,
if she had hut known

After that Heahel had an sttestive andiencs,
and when st length he took his departure he had
s definite promise fram her

True te this promise she corneved her father,
after ten, in the libsary, and, ehing berself on
the arm of his chair, bronched the matior on which
Mr. Heakel bad deosranted glowingly

‘We musn’t 1alk, business on Senday sight,'’ be
langhingly protested

““Pat, Dad, | teld hism 1'd speak te you abest B
vight away, and | den't e why--**

b, e thats the way, it W' Bage put his
Lask sside snd regarded her thoughtfully. **Yeu
sem 1o be tabing & pretly heon interesl n thie
young mas.’

I'm enly trying te be nige 1o him, Dad
he rautie hee, ‘‘net 1o be toe

ation for making
asl money Iin M.
but unfortes-

-

him. '

““But | 4o know something sbout Mm.'" she 8
sorted. 1 hoow Lo the ol interesiing B0
I'se over mot; and Be's on very intimate fermn
the hest peaple in Chicags "’
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