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SIR TOHN MACDONALD’S 
BIRTHPLACE.

The place of Sir John Macdonald’s 

birth has always been shrouded in mys- 
stery. A correspondent of the Toronto 
Empire has been engaged in clearing 
up this mystery. The date of January 
nth, 1815, and the place 11 George 
Street, Glasgow, have been accepted by 
most biographers as correct, but there 
are those who claim that Sir John was 
born in Suthetlandshire prior to his 
father’s removal to Glasgow. A search 
in the Glasgow records, now kept in the 
registry office at Edinburgh, shows an 
entry for January 10th, 1815, of the 
birth of John Alexander Macdonald, 
the names of the parents being Hugh 
Macdonald and Helen Shaw Mac
donald. The Glasgow directories of 
1814-1815-1816 show that Hugh Mac
donald, agent, resided at 18 Bruns
wick Place. Brunswick Street is a nar
row one running from Irongate. At 
present there is no No. 18 on the 
street, the original number having been 
bricked up. The investigation makes it 
fairly that the commonly accepted 
statement of Sir John’s birthplace is an 
error. He was born January 10th, 
1815, at 18 Brunswick Place, Glasgow.

The correspondent of the Empire 
visited Rogart and Dornoch, Suther- 
landshire, the birthplace of Hugh Mac
donald. His investigations there 
showed that Major John Macdonald 
of His Majesty^ army, who published 
an autobiography of his adventures by 
field and flood, was not Sir John’s 
grandfather, as has often been stated, 
though he may have been re'ated to 
him. Sir John’s grandfather was known 
as “ Merchant ” Macdonald, and he 
sleeps in Rogart cemetery ; the inscrip
tion on his weather-beaten monument 
is undecipherable. The correspondent 
says:— * <

“ He had a store near Dornoch, and 
for many years was a successful mer
chant He was wealthy. Even now 
the old people have a story that he 
threw a peck of silver into his-wife’s lap 
at their marriage. They had four sons 
and a daughter. Sir John’s father and 
Uncle Donald went to Glasgow and 
carried on business as agents. Donald 
died, and shortly afterwards (1826) Sir 
John’s father emigrated to Canadr. An
other son, Alexander, was a farmer, and 
went to Canada in 1838. But of the 
many other people interviewed none ot

them appeared to know what became 
of him. The daughter married Mr, 
H. Murray. For reasons, which none 
of my informants could recollect, th* 
old merchant gave up business, an< 
went to live at Kinauld, not far from 
Dalmore. It is likely that he met 
with many reverses, foi he died a poor 
man. From there he went to Ruvie, 
another farm near by, and thence to 
the place wherç^he spent the remain
der of his days. Although I made every 
enquiry I could fird no family records 
or even relics of any sort. ‘The 
Camnach Doolach ’ as he called him 
was a man among men, remarkable for 
his integrity among most honorable 
people, respected and loved by every 
one. He was well read and being ‘ a 
very intelligent and sensible man ’ was 
looked up to for advice by his neigh- 
>ors. His personal qualities resem 

bled those of his illustrious grandson 
and he was also apparently a promin
ent man in his day.”

Mutual Life 6 per cent, consols.

LOTS FOB SALE. |
The following described lota are now Of

fered for sale : Lota valued at $500 each in 
pareela of twenty, to be paid for in twenty in
stalments, each of equal amount, and to in
clude all chargea.

The property is guaranteed to increase in 
value each year under a certain contingency 
until, with the payment of last ins aiment, 
the present value will be doubled.

A unique feature is that in case of the 
owner’s death the mortgage is extinguished 
and payments cease.

A very valuable clause of the contract » 
the guarantee of the company that the pro- 
lerty, when paid for, will produce a revenue 
without * spending further capital for im

provements) equal to at least 6 per cent., 
free of taxes. For particulars apply to

HEISTEKMAN & CO.,
Real Estate and General Agents,

75 Government Street, Victoria, B. C,

HAS. E. JONES,
DRUGGIST.

36 Government Street.
Prescriptions Compounded Day and Night.

KEEP_WARM.
kOAL AND WOOD in any 
, quantity, delivered'trtt short 

notice, at 30 Humboldt Street, foot 
of Douglas Street,

Dr. A. R Baker,>
Special care given to frail and diseased teeth.

. All anaesthetics carefully administered. 
Office: Cor. YATES and DOUGLAS STSs. J. mcintosh,

'hock bay

Coal arid Wood Yard
Telephones 470 and 612.

CAYIN BBOS, 
Boots and Shoes.

HA NAN 
k *£ IV Y

New Store I New Prices ! 
DOANE BLOCK, \j *

88 Douglas Street, near Johnson.

Liverpool Bakery.
XMAS CAKES.

The best kind from one dollar up.
37 Pandora Avenue, i doer above Douglas

MUimO^HUGHES
GROCERS

New Canned Goods.
New Xmas Fruit.

New Season’s Tea.
A SPLENDID ASSORTMENT

OF GOOD FRESH GROCERIES
ALWAYS IN STOCK.

A i Butter and Eggs a specialty. 
82 DOUGLAS ST. Tel. 626.

Victoria Marble Works.
Monuments, 

Tablets, 
Mantels, 

Furniture
Work, Etc.

BED AND GRAY GRANITE
I MONUMENTS.

135 DOUGLAS ST.


