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‘WESLEYAN' ALMANAC | est exertions in its behalf were during

AUGUST, 187 6.

0— experience and judicious counsel was
Full Moon, 5 day, 2h, 23m, Morning. ,

: frequently sought and readily given.

o o Y T Morniug. Correspondence was maintained with

First Quareer, 38 day 55, B, AR08 'some regularity between him and Mr.

¥| Day or| 50X | i 0 ' Black, whom he often addressed as

E.!__-"f_k";_niws‘ Sets' Rises Souths Se “ Dear Bill_y.”

BE; At a Methodist Conference held in

Baltimore, (U.8.) in 1784, which Mr.

Black attended, his representations of the

extent of his parieh and the work to be

done obtained the assistance of Free-

born Garrettson and James O. Crom-

well for these Provinces. On 20th of

October, he preached in New York,

and in a visit, extending from February

1st to the middle of May labored in

Boston, first preaghing in private

houses, then to iMcreasing congrega-

tions, until the nymber present at the

last time he officlated was estimated at

s of his biographer

«To Mr. Black belongs the honor of

having laid ghe foundation of Metho-
THE TIDES,—The column of the Moon’s Southing dism in Boston.”

ves the time of high water at Parrsboro, Corn-
RIS, Tatted, SMmmpoct Witisor, Bongsey and | Hence we see, as already stated, how

High water at Pictou anu Jam’l‘ormcnﬁne, 2 hrs beyond conception is the magnitude of
and 11 minutes LATER than at Halifax. At Annap- A
olis, St. John, N.B., and Pertland, Maine, 3 hours | the influence exerted—we may say

and 25 minutes LATER, and at 8t. John’s, Newfeund- .
and 20 minutes EARLIER than at Halifax. At Char. | throughout America—by the humble

, 2 h 54 minutes LATER. At Westport, . .
Yhours 5 minutes  ATER. At Yarmouth, 2 hours | efforts of these little praying bands of

0 mtnutes LATER. .

m!‘on 'mf mx.:nm OF THE :)nAdrn.—oAdgl 12 hours ‘b? 1
e time o sun’s setting, m the sum su

e d o S sy g pa-rable from the ﬁrét settlement of
FOR THE LENGTH OF THE NIGHT.—Substract the | this country, found ¢ime and strength

&‘i&fuﬁi‘”&“&e time gfmgngg?rg;o?n?n:o the to devote to the Master.
In 1786, at Halifax, was held the

first Nova Scotia District Meeting, at
g : which time we find Mr. Mann and Mr.

These were eventful times in our po- Grandine named as preachers in addi-
litical history. In an extract from his tion o those alyeady Ix)n entioned.. The
diary, quoted by his biographer—Rev. Intter was thien proaching in Cumber-
Dr. Richey—~he says: “ We could easily land. Messrs. Black and Garrettson
::e thio fgatll;n:onb b C:mblelrland) were appointed to the Halifax Circuit,

om iy Zathers house, and Wien W | ‘hich embraced also Annapolis, Gran-

heard the roar of cannons or the f.]ls- ville, Digby, Horton and Windsor.
charge of musquetry in the evening,

have frequently gone out to watch the
flashing of the guns.”. _ e —
' In the spring of 1779 a few of the P4ASTORAL ADDRESS

old Methodists who had emigrated from OF THE

England some years previously began| Newfoundland Confererce of the Metho-
to hold little moetingg composed of | dist Church of Canada to the members of the

about a dozen persons, assembling | Church under its care. )
' DEARLY BrLovEp BreTHREN,—We greet

among other places at Mr. Feoster’s, youin the name of the Holy Trinity. As the
Fort Lawrence, Mr. Trueman’s, and | ypited pastorate of the Methodist Church in
Mr. Scurr’s. Point de Bute, Mr. Black’s, | this colony, we again avail ourselves of the
Mr. Oxley’s, and Mr. Donkin’s. privilege of addressing you as our spiritual

Young Black, when 19 years of age, | charge. We give thanks to God always for

: e meetings held | You #il, making mention of you in onr
was converted during th sige el prayers. You will rejoice with us in the fact

at at Mr. Oxley’s (gr?ndfathe-r.of Ste- that during the past year, God has most gra-
phen Oxley, Esq., River Philip), and ciously poured out his Spirit upon the Metho-
immediately man¥ested his love for | dist and other Churches of Britain and

souls by exhorting people, both publicly | America, which has resulted in the ‘‘building

and privately, as occasion off@red, to re- B e 1 o
pent of their sins. Bo succeseful were restoration of the 'fa len to the favour of God,

is off that ko soon received invita. and the conversion of thousands Iitherto
h_ls efforts tha i sl * | “having no hope and without God in the
tions from various parts of Cumberland | world.” While our joy is great for the pros-
and Westmoreland counties to exhort | perity of Zion h other lands, itis much greaer
the people, It is related that in the | for the success with which God has crowned
winter of 1779-80, during a meeting he
attended at Tantramar, & party of sol- the bounds of our Confererce.
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diers arrested upwards of 20 of the Wor- | 0 rain from heaven has caused the bar- |
shippers in consequence of representa- | ren soil to become fruitful; the * Sword of [
tions that such meetings ought to. be | the Spirit” has pierced many hard hearts, and |

wounded ~consciences have been healed by

suppressed. This opposition, which
¢‘Gilead’s balm.” The gospel of Christ has

was soori shown to be entirely umjusti-
fiable, tended to aoccelerate the work in ok uate Sa bk,

Whif?h these Pef’Pb were engaged, aud |  yoqih has claimed an unususlly large num- |
during that winter the cauee spread | her of victims on some of our circuits, many
’ ;.chnrch with this rich experience will be emi- |
In the autumn of 178}, Mr. Black | Churéh, and devout followers of the Baviour. | nently successful, it musf have * pewes with |
| That same Jesus whom they had lovingly

. served in health, forsook them notin death; '
to the work of the Lord, and lmme'w supported by him they were enabled to tread |

diately made a tour of nearly three | ... valley and shadow of - death” fearlessly, |
weeks to Memramcook, Hillsboro?, etc., | and to enter joyously ‘into the heavenly rest. |
_using a log cance in his passage along | Four young men, having completed their |
the ri'er.‘ Of ano‘her visi‘ to that la, usual term of probaﬁon, to the entire satisfac- '

with rapidity and power. of whom were consistent members of onr of

cality in the Jaouary following he tion of the Confcjcnco, were solemnly set

the life of Wesley, the benefit of whose '

Englishmen, who, under the toils inse- |

up of believers in their most holy faith,” the |

the boly toil of his servants, on the new Mis- |
sions, as well as on the older circuits, within !

again to many proved itself the ¥power of

writes that having'preached at Memram
cook -he set out for the French Settle-
ment on the north side of the river, and
tarried ‘that night at a French house
whereé he had a little straw for his bed
and about two yards of wrapper ta
cover him on one of the coldest nights !
during the winter. Next day he walk. |
ed 19 miles on snowshoes. ‘

We may mention these incidents in '
order to convey some famp idea of the -,
trial and bhardship which were endured ;
by many of eur early preachers, and to

tunities of that day with those of tbe'.
present. The British population of

apart for the full work of the ministry by the
imposition of hands; and another not having
arrived from his distant circuit, was recom-
mended to be ardained during the -course of
the year. Twenty one remain on trial, while
six have been received as candidates for the
ministry. After filling up the vacancies, oc-

casioned by death, we record a membe¥ship '

of 5473, being an increase for the year of 387
with 1051 on trial.

Qur Sabbatlr School work has been vigo- |

rously prosecuted withi cheering results; the

attendance has considerably improved; pro- -

gress has been very marked, and the whole

! succeeded by several teachers and many scho-
. lars giving their heartsto God and joining the !
afford means for contrasting the oppor-~ ! ehurch. The value of this department of the |

Church’s effort cannot be over estimated.
Brethren ! enter heartily into it, co-operating

' The increase in our ministerial staff from

year to year, necessitates the erection on all
| our stations, of suitable parsonages, which
i should be suitably furnished, so as to .leuen
| the removal expenses which have been hitherto
| considorably augmented by the transmission
of furniture.

cupy a different position from that previously
filled by our church on educational matters,
we have watched with much attention and
anxiety the first year’s operation of the new
system. The Rev. G. S. Milligan, M.a., Su-
perintendent of our schools, has been inde-
fatigable in the discharge of his most import-
ant duties, and under his able direction, our
educational interests are shaping themselves
into a condition, both gratifying and hopeful.
The various boards have devoted themselves
earnestly to their arduous task; old buildings
have in some places been superseded by new
and better adapted ones; while the other set-
tlements have for the first time been provided
with schools. We urge upon you the duty
of availing yourselves of these privileges: as
far as possible educate the youth. ¢ Know-
ledge is power.” Your children’s usefulness
and success in life will largery depend upon
their early educational advantages. Onbehalf
of the rising race, we press upon you the im-
portance of the divine precept : * take hold of
instruction, let her not go, keep her, for she
is thy life.”

We rejoice that your approval of our re-
cent formation into a separate Conference has
manifested itself by your conmtinued support
of all our connexional funds. We would here
remind you that the first pecuniary concern
of each circuit should be to provide for its
own ministerial support. In some of our cir-
cuits where our population is largely on the
increase we are of opinion that by & united
and determined effort, this desirable end
might be attained; and on other stations,
where at present this could not be effected, a
resolution to advance as nearly as possible to
it, would be of great advantage to the work
of God, by releasing funds which might then
be appropriated for extending our missions,
in heathen and idolatrous countries.

We commend to all our people the nccessity
of promoting in every legitimate way the cause
of total abstinence. There is no vice so
ruinous to the temporal and eternal well being
of humanity as intemperancé, We recall to
your remembrance, the rule of prohibition,
laid down for the guidapce of the members of
our Church by the honoured Wesley, viz. :—
not only in abstaining from the purchase and
sale of intoxicating liquors, but in drinking
them, except in cases of extreme necessity.
Let this important rule hato your cheerful
support ; we urge upon you the duty of lend-
ing your example and influence to aid the tem-
perance reformation on the apostolic principle ;
—* Wherefore if meat maRe my brother to
offend, I will eat no flesh whijle the world
standeth, lest I make my brosker to offend.”

Renrember the obligatioms ead sanctity of
the Sabbath. Avoid on the holy day every-
thing which wowld mar yoys peace or rob you
I of its blessings.

We remind yow, dear bresjwren of the Chris-

| tian duty to leave ¢‘ the principles of the doc-
trine of Christ” and ‘‘go on to perfection.”
| Compliance with this injanction is in itself o
most exalsed and egobling privilege, and the

| source of richest blessings. The attainment
i of this state of grace is npot beyond your
seach ; for the apostle, in his prayer for the
Church as Pheesalonica, pleads—‘‘ And the
very God of pesce sanetify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” God ecommands:
| *“ Be ye holy, fos I am holdy,” This bleseing
is your only meetness for eternity, bucause it
is wyitten : ‘‘ Holiness wifhoyt which no man
: shall se¢ Lord.” May you be eble withhum-
ble joy to exclaim, ‘“The Mood of Jesus
Christ his son cleanseth us from all sin.” A

|

God and with men,” Theu shall our Ziom be
an eternal exeellency, 8 joy of many genera-
tions, ¢‘ Then shall the earth yield her in-
crease; and God, cven our own God, shall
bless us.” ‘

As we go to our different sheres of labour,
we aré resolved by divine grace, to devote !
. qurself with renewed xeal, to your spiritual
, interests and the extension of our Lord’s king-
 dom. We invite your zealous co-operation

in all departments of the master's work.
. Unite with us in unceasing and importunate

supplications at the mercy seat, that the Lord
may visit all our congregations with convers-
; ing and sanctifying grace. From every family
, :altar, and closet, from all our private and
| public mecars of grace, from ministers and
people, let the ery go up to the Lord of Sab-
prosperity,” ¢‘ Oh Lord revive now thy work,”
‘ For Zion’s, sake L will not hoid my peace,
and for Jerusaleny's sake I will not rest until

ness, and the salvation thercof as a lamp that
| burneth.” Work in faith and expect great
things from the Lord. “Ifye abide in me
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what

Nova Scotia at this time was about 12, with those who are endeavoring to feed the | ve will and it shall be d -
009 | lambs of Christ’s flock. Labour here will |~  MAGSL BN RO Lons nato yau.

In the early part of 1792 he visited
the several little societies, which had ~
been formed in Cumberland through'
Lis instrumentality; ani then tuméd;
Lis attention to Windsor, Horton, Li-
verpool, and other destitute portions of
Nova Scotia. °

It was fortunate for the Methodist '
cause in ttese provinces that the earli- '

bring its own reward—the church’s gratitude
and heaven's approval.

With this directly spiritual success, we
have alsg had a fair share of material pros-
perity ; during the year several neat and com-
modious churches have been erected. The
dedication of these to the serviee of God was

, attended with blessed, hallowing influences.

With better accommodation for the people,
our congregations have cqnsiderably im-
proved.

Work for Jesus, strive to win it ;

He bath bought for thee g crown,
‘Thine to place bright stars within i,
At His fect to lay it dowr.

* Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it

vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave
i whither thon goest.”
Signed on behaif of the Coanference

JaMEs Dove, President,

Jonx Goobisox, Secretary

’ A SKEPTIC TESTED.
l
|

As by recent legislative enactments, weoc- | )i oppogers were present, and on the

| the righteousness thereof go forth as bright- -

with thy might, for there is no work, nor de-. |
|

Some time since a clergyman, living
inacommunity where skepticismand in-
fidelity had led many astray, gave a se-
ries of discourses on the evidences of
Christianity. Of course more or less of

| last night of the series a prominent in-
fidel came in. At the close of a very
impressive meeting, the speaker said in
a spirit of tenderness: =

“There may be and doubtless are,some
here to-night who do not believe as I do,
and who do not accept the truth of the
Bible. If there are any such, or if there
is one willing to come forward and test
this question of such vital interest to
every soul, I invite him to the plat-
form.”

On the instant the infidel referred to
came forward and said :

“ T do not believe your doctrines—I |
cannot accept them.”

“ But,” says the clergyman, *you
have demounced for years that which
you have never tested. “Are you willing
that I, who have tried Christianity, and
feel its truths, shall be your teacher,
and will you submit to my directions ?
You say that you are honest in your be-
lief, and in an honest spirit you will
meet me.” .

“I do thus meet you, and I will al-
low you to be my teacher.”

“Phen,” said the godly man, “kneel
by my side and repeat the simple words:
¢ God, be merciful to nte, a sinner !”

‘ But,” was the reply, “I do not be-
lieve in your teachings.”

“ Well, you say you are honest and
are willing to test this question; if so
you will heed my directions.”

The audience, in hushed expectation»
heard the infidel, as he sullenly kneeled,
utter the words desired, with sarcastic
defiance.

“ Again repeat these words,” said
his teacher in tones of utmost gentle-

ness ; and again, still defiant, yet more
subdued, the infidel repeated: “ God
be merciful to me, a sinner.”

Once more came the request to repeat
the sentence, and before the audience,
held by the power of the Holy Ghost,
that petition went up in a tone of al-
most tenderness, certainly far different
from the bravade with which it was first
repeated.

A fourth time came the request:
“ Repeat it again ;”’ and, with his strong
frame quivering with emotion, the poor
man ponred out his soul’s need in the
prayer of the publican. At the fifth
repetition the man then and there, be-
fore the large assembly, offered up from
his inmost soul the prayer which, when
thus offered, meets with a forgiving
Father’s pardon.

We give the simple facts as told us,
and only ask the question of all unbe-
lievers : “ Why will you denounce a
faith which you have never put to the
test ¢"’— Watchngan and Reflector.

T
IT is interesting to observe how many
peopls go to the Cirous “ just to please
the childram,” and very enriouns to notice
that sometimes it takes several able-bodied
men ad mothérly women to look after
one little boy or gifl on such oceasions.

e .

.v"* OBITUART.

MRS. MILLBR, WIFE OF REV. GEORGE
Y MILLER, ’ )

"The recurrence of desth in the differemt
families of our people reminds us of the in-
stability of earthly associaticns ; and that
friendships, however close and tender, are
sundéred ty the ruthless hand of death.
We bave been ledito these reflections by
looking at the samk and file of Methodism
within our owtt limits during the last forty
!'years. Those whose names used to be very
familiay to our people, as faithful and suc-
cessful ‘workers in the Lord’s vineyard,
cease to be recognised as tenants of earth ;

others. They with the partners of their
toils and successes have crossed the river

' of death, an'l we have no doubt are now |

| with the blessed in heaven. A few names

| still remain to connect the present with |
i the past, to tell of the wonderous things |

: the Lord did in their day, to encourage
l, work loyally and well for the Caprain of
| our salvation, and to sustain with wisdom
i and zeal the chureh which under God has
conferred untold blessings upon the world.
! With the name and labours of the late
. Rev. George Miller many of us are famil-
! iar. He was a good preacher, and a con-
| scientious and faithful minister of Christ

j He died bappy in God at Bridgetown, N, |

" 8. The minutes of the Conference of E.

i baoth:—*“ O Lord I bescech the send npow | and but 'few mow remin who w oo-Ia. |

! borers with Bamferd, Busby, Croscombe, | witsegsed the
! Williams, Strong, Wilson, Knight, and | messenger, and those who . fam-
| final strnggle could see the viotor tri

' the standard-bearers of the Pwesentd t«o;i

1.3. A., contain an honourable r&tL__ A
life and labours. Now we have to

the death of his widow, Mrs, mnc;e é/ d
therine Miller. She was w, orn in sSh al.
burne, N. 8., in the year 1798, Fcb"u: :
17th. She was the daughter of one l;f t{;y
early Loyalists, Capt. Alexander Cocka.ne
In her early life she was gay and [hd\]o}_]:-
less of spiritnal things, as young p,; 1-
often are, About her 20th year bthrbx? ﬁ
the influence of a Christian friend, sie
was awakened to see her lost condition ag
a sinner before God, and was led a
tent to the footstool of Divine mercy. She
felt sin to bea burden ; ber soul was great.
ly distressed. She could not feel at rest un.
til she found rest in Jesus. It was while
engaged in the ordinary duties of life, with
her heart uplifted to God in sincere plead.
ing for salvation, and trusting alone in
Jesus as her Saviour—she exclaimed,
“Lord I can give up all for Thee!” At
that moment God spoke peace to her soul,
her chains fell off her heart was free, She
stood still in astonishment saying—IJg
this religion ? Yes, indeed, it was relig.
ion. “The soul's calm sunshine and the
heart-felt joy.” She felt that a wighty
work was wrought in her heart—¢ old
things have passed away, and all th
have become new.” She umted herself ¢,
the Methodist Church in Shelburne, be.
came a teacher in the Sabbath school, anq
in various ways sought to be useful in ogp.
nection with Zion.

In the year 1823 she became the wife of
the Rev. George Miller. A new sphere of
usefulness now opened before her, and op '
the different circuits where they were ap-
pointed tlabor, she identified herself with
the work of God. The life of a mission.
ary in those days was no sinecure, Long
journeys, exposed to all kinds of weather

peni-

preaching 1n heated school houses, not'

unfrequently scanty fare and insufficient
lodgings, often tested his faith and the
firmness of his attachment to his Master’s
cause. But home, made pleasant and at-
tractive by the tbrift and foré-thought of
an affectionate wife, alleviated the cares
of labor and gave fresh stimulus to devo-
tion and zeal. Such was our sister. She

was a help-mate in the work of the Lord, |

and by her affectionate solicitude, encour.

| aged her busband in the work to which

God bhad called him.
The writer became intimately acquaint-

| ed with the family during his incumbency

at Bridgetown. We found sister Miller,
although considerably advanced m life,
taking part in our public prayer meetings,
and in charge of one of the largest classes
in the town. Her gift in prayer was much
above the average; there was a vigor,»
pathos and power in her addresses to God
that indicated a superior mind—as well a8
a sincere and devoted heart. As a claser
leader sha-was highly esteemed; she ap-
peared as if by intuition to comprehend
the religious state and spiritual needs of
those under her care, and her counsel wag
always iastructive and edifymng. The ob-
servance of our rules as regards the sup-
port of the ministry was never disregarded
or slighted by her, and a kindly response
was the result—showing that the duties
devolving upon her by the church were
faithfully discharged.

After her husband’s death she found it
desirable to remove to St. Stephen’s, N.B.,
and to make her home with ber eldest
daughter, Mrs. Wilson. This wasin 1870.
Within a year and a half of her remoral
she was seized with a stroke of yaralysi®
which greatly impairéd her memory, and
from which she never fully recovered In
September last, she had the seeond stéack
of paralysis, which left her helpless as &2
infaat. Of her left side she had no power.
Confined to her room and to her bed®
wreck of her former self; but she was pot
forsaken, God was the strength of her
heart and in him she trusted. She could
say, “Though thou slay me yet will Nm_'t
in thee.” She never lost her confidence 1B
God. Until she became an invalii, wbe.n'
ever it was practicable she was found ¥
God’s people in his howse, and aé the thO
of the Lord commemorating the dying
love of her adorable Saviour. Bt 'h'f"
bedridden and almost incapahle of pbys”
eal action, her language was, * It 18 th:
Lord let him do what seemeth him good:
and when incapable of speech there were
indications that her heart was €
with God. Death to her wag & welcomb

umphant over the last epemy. Bhe de
parted this life in the 79th yeur of her agé,
in snre and certain hope of a glorious r*¥°
' ruction unto eternal life.

| Nothing more need he soid o el
| Miller. She wasa kind mother, an affecs
tiomate and faithfal wife, and a efnge®
Christian. 'Po say that she was fanltless,
| would be to say that she was not hum?';-
| She felt Christ to be the Rock upon 'h!c
| she rested, His blood the fountainin ¥B

| she washed, and his Spirit the tbe them®
’ of ber comsolation and strength, ¥ e
:iber death was gaig * Let me d]een
| death of the righteous, and let my le
be like his.” H D

' St. John, N.B., Aug. 18,1876.
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