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UNMERITED HOMAGE.

Of all our popular idols there is none
which is. more generally worshipped
than that known by the name of Talent.
To different minds the word bas differ-
ent meanings ; but among the ordinary
multitude, talent expresses the individ-
ual,s idea of smartness in public address
Volubility, aptness of illustration, of
argument ; the facility, in short, of ut-
tering readily one’s thoughts, whatever
may be their nature—this, in its ordi.
nary acceptation is talent. Before this,
the unthinking; admiring crowd, pours
out ite incense. On this, this alope,
hundreds are resting, and out of this,
this only, they are making vast capital,
licensed so to do by the recommenda-
tion of the unthinking classes aforesaid.

To our mind this applause, this wor-
ship, is all, or to & considerable extent,
unreasonable. Talent, as above defin-
ed, is so common that it really deserves
but little mnotice, certainly does not
merit exceptional respect. We may
find it any day, in almost any sphere.

In the streets, the shops ; at the bench,
the plough, the anvil, aud the wheel-
barrow, may be heard men who can,
with great readiness, communicate their
opinions to & listener. Women are the
most talented of any. In the profess-
ions, talent abounds. That is natural.
' Education gives the power of ready ex-
pression, unless the student have some
unconquerable, mental or vocal defect.
There is nothing here, therefore, worth
worshipping. Nothing on which to
base a reputation. A single gift, by
no means extraordinarily scarce, talent,
as thus understood, is but an element
of character, important of course, to all
pablic men, but not deserving of being
canonized among the most honoured
gifts. We say nothing just now of tal-
lent, as we ourselves understand its
meanirg. In calling things by their
proper names, we reserve the designa-
tion of talent for something more ele-
vated, more spiritual we would say, than
this of the multitude.

One of the evils with which the pro-
fessions are now afflicted, is the pressure
upon their ranks for admission of men
who have been encouraged by misguid-
ed opinion to leave positions in which
they had been succeeding, for higher
places “ worthy of their talents.” If
the honorable and independent vocation
of tilling the soil—that basilar profes-
sion of our social structure—is obliged

700 in all, and Jeaving, after dropping
lmndredl 0(]- mes for ”mo"ll ‘.nd
deaths, about 860, In almost every in-

in excess of the auticipation ; those for
missiofif’ shiowing’ sn addition o the
handsome lists of the previous year of
$600. All the Funds were well sus-
{ained. Several lsymen were in atten-
dance contributing, as the Miscellaneous
Resolutions for Conference will lhow,ﬁ
very actively to-$he counseéls ud.ug-

;ons of the occasion. Some nine or
ten of these Rasolgtions involving very
important, ' questions; and = affording
texts for serious thought and spirited
discussion, were passed during the
session. Two i were before
the District. Two probationers—Revs.
W.J. Johnson and A, H. Clayton—

istry. A beautiful incident crowned
the generous exercises of the second

day. ~ Rev. W.H. Hearts, with an eye
ever open for worthy claims of benev-
olence, discovered that-the minister, at

Margaret's Bay, Rev. James Scott, had

suffered in salary owing to the failure

of the fishery along the shores. Mr.

Heartz challenged the District to meet
his own liberal donation. In less time
than it takes  to wvite it, Mr. Soott
found himself in possession of $105 to |
supplement his salary. Anything more

prompt or hearty we have never seen’
performed in the enterprizes of love.

Religion may be selfish and a sham
elsewhere; the observer of Thursday

last could scarcely admit it was so in

the Halifax District.

Inconarurry.—Here is an approach
which we cannot well understand.- A
religious, Sabhth-wh%ol paper, sends
numbers from the United States to the
British Provinces, specially marked
(which always means—* please say a
good word for us”); yet, when we open
these suppliant sheets they are seen to
contain spread-eagle paragraphs upon
the Battle of Bunker Hill, “ the victor-
ies gained by our fathers over the Brit-
ish,” &c., &c. Of course it is always
soothing to a reader to learn that his
kindred bave been beautifully whipped
on several battle-fields; but it is some-
thing new to find such information used
as an inducement toward compliment-
ing the paper which takes pains to en-
lighten its religious readers upon this
subject. Is it not about time that the
boastfulness of bloody scenes were quite
discarded from our children’s anfl their
teacher’s publications ?

EXTRACTS
From the Minntes of the last Meeting of
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Or Mr. ALLISON INSTITUTIONS,
Ordered to be published.

“On motion of Rev. Mr. Lathern,
seconded by Rev. Mr. Pope, it was unani-
mo.sly resclved,

1. That this Board has heard with very
great satisfaction the Reports of President
Allison, Priucipal Inch, and of the Chap-
lain, the Rev. Dr. Stewart, in regard to the

to go begging for support, the blame
belongs particularly to its own guar- |
dians. , Younr men have been so delu-

arv allusions to their

the

ded by com;luneot

! ' 1
rifts that . i t) 0l 1HON
Siles, LUl ) 1 1 N ‘\.‘ 11

P! -u:;lx'l.-, 2 degrad 1 }:u';"la'i.xt alt,illl'i the , clitciently mintained.
2. That the members of the Board are | been subscribed ; andiof the amount sub- | crung from it in four years after the |

.
s worthy of their as-

l"ju';c 83lons 410
pivativus, The sawe arguuent applics
tothe mechanical pursuits. How many
taus have abandoned certain in&cln‘n-
dence in quest of
tency !
Our princ#pal argument at present,
however, 1s thuit talent of itself does
not
much as it 1s but one, and a very com-
Behind talent must

entitle auy man to respect, inas-

mon qualification

| the students during the year just now

vary doubtful ¢eompe- |,

educational work and gemeral morale of

clesed. The members of the Board are
pleased to find that the deportment of the
s.udents has been excellent, and that with-

stance the financial receipts were quite | °

ceased to hold connection with our min--{’
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ii-utu'%la' gond
behalf of

On wotion of Prof. Smith, seconded by
Rev. Mr. Pope; it was unanimously re-

CORBESPONDENOE

THE MOUNT ALLISON ENDOW.

Mz, Eprror,~Truth seems to demand
that your ldst wéek’s editorfal, concerning
‘this Fund, would be followed by 'a state-
ment of the facts in its history.

‘The immediate necessity for such a
Fund was rendered apparent to the Board
of Trustees in 1872. When the Legisla-
ture of New Brunswick resolved to with-
had previously been made fo aid in the
maintenance of the Institutions, at the
Annual Meeting of the Board, held May
27th, 1872, it was resclved, “ That in the
opinion of the Board, the time had come
when an appeal should bé made to all lib-
eral friends of the Tnstitutions, to place
them by an adequate endowment fund,
upon an independent financial basis, and
that it was desirable that a_sum of from
$75,000 to $100,000 should be raised, but
that a sum of $60,000 was considered ab-
solutely necessary, in order that the edu-
cational operations of 'the Tnstitutions
should be carried on with undiminished
vigor, and that provision should be made
for enlargement of facility in accordance
with the progressive policy which bad
prevailed.”

The Conference of Eastern British
America, 8% its session held in Halifax
the following month, expressed its full
concurrence in the opinion of the Board
of Trustees and Governors, in regard to
an Endowment Fund. And its members,
“ as an indication of their strong convic-
tion of the necessity for suchi a Fund,
pledged themselves to contribute from
their generally so scanty personal resour-
ces, sums to amount in the aggregate to at
least ome-fifth part of the sum ($60,000)
named by the Board of Trustees as indis-
pensably necessary.” And upwards of
$10,000 was immediately subscribed by
the members of the Conference then pre-
sent ; and about as much more by friends
in Halifax within a few days,—and such
was the enthusiasm which was awakened
that 1t is not improbable that, if an ener-
:getic agent could have then been set apart
for the work, so that the canvass could
have been pressed, the subscriptions might
have been made to amount to one of the
larger sums named.

But this, it seems, could not be done,

out any unusually severe strain the
discipline of the 1nsutution has been

cintdied to find that 1 a year of business
dopoession, and of exceptional financial i
diziculyy, the uttendance has been good ; !
anl they are encouraged to believe that |
with their excellent staff of Professors and |
Peachers, and with increased facilities for |
s »curing thoroughness and comfort in edu-
cational work, a still larger number of i
young people will be found in the future, |
to avail themselves of the ppp .rtunities |
and advantazes thus brought within their
reach.

5. The Board has listened with special
interest to the statements of President

be character, integrity, good judgment | A)jison and Principal Inch inrelation to

and spirituality.
convinced us tbat this combination is
not so frequently «foucd as it ought to

Our obscrvation has |

the building operations which during the
year have been brought to completion. It

| finds more than ordinary gratification in

the fact that with the erection of a new

and at the end of a year it was found that

i onuly a little more than two-thirds of the

scribed -only a very spiall part had been |

collected or put in form to be productive
for the purposes aimed at; and in the
meanwhile an adverse chang~ in the
*“ times” had commenced, so that at the
Board Meeting in May, 1873, it was clear-
ly seen that it would be a work of great
difficulty to secure even the $60,000 as an

| available Endowment Fund; and, from
] that time forward at least, no sober-mind-

ed friend of the movement has, I think,
expected, however ardently he may have
wished, that more than this sum would be
obtained at the immediate result of the
efforts being put forth. To secure this
the “ Board” made what scemed the best

be ; assuredly, wherever it is found, tHe | and spacious building for academic pur-

possessor rises into the first rank among
his fellows. It, therefore, becomes at
once a very serious question with every-
one having an honorable ambition to
succeed, whether with the cultivation of
merely extrancous gifts there ovght not
to be a most diligent and self-denying
purpose to make character the principal
thing, as the foundation of prosperity.

Havirax DistrICcT.—SOme very en-
couraging features of the meeting of
the Halifax District, held, last week, in
Brunswick Street Church, ought to be
made public. A very considerable in-
crease of members was reported, nearly

| aud improvements in the Ladies’ Academy,

and attracuve in appearance, involving a

cial exhint shews only a moderately and
e1sily manageable balance of debt.

4. That looking at the operations and
results of the year, as far as the members

measure thew, they have continued confi-
dence in commending to our people and to
the public generally these institutivns as
worthy of iheir increased patronage and
most liberal support.

On Motiun of President Allison second-
ed by Rev. H._Pope, it was unanimously
resolved :— - :

That the thanks of this Board be pre-
sented to the Rev. Dr. Pickard, the En-
dowwent Agent, in acknowledgement of

D ) TS

necessarily Yeavy expenditure, the finan- |

of the board have been able from exami- !
nations, reports, and public exhibitions to |

| poses, and with the extensive additions | arrangements practicable, requesting the
' Conference tu appoint the writer as Agent

v . )
which has been rendered more convenient | for the Fund : and the Conference * re-

| cognizing this to be an interest of para-
) mount importance,” acceeded to the
| request (see Minutes of Conf. 1873, page
| 41); and I aceordingly, on my return
. from England in the autumn, entered
upon the work, and applied myself to it
| as best I could during the remainder of
| the Conference year. But at the. final
session of the Conference of E. B. America
in 1874, it was found that the gross
amount of the subscriptions was onmly
$52,118.84—of which there bad been col-
lected $13,657.15, and settled by subscrip-
tion notes §21,814.84,making the preductive

| porticn of the Fand then amount to $34,.

be obtained from mewfsubscriptions, and
the . $16,746 of their unsettled subsecrip-
tions, in order to bring the Fund up to

indispensidly necessary $60,000.”

In order that this end should be reached
it was estimated that at Jeast $10,000
would need to be obtained from mew sub-
scriptions.. ' And at the Conference in
Oharlottetown the question comsidered in
regard to the Fund, was whether the effort
to obtain mew subscriptions should be
continued for the purpose of obtaining, ¢/
possible, the sum so estimated as necessary
to make np the $60,000 ; or whether the
effort should be chiefly confined to secur-
ing ss_much as posmble of the subscrip-
tions already obtained, which would leave
the Fund not more than $50,000.

It was seen, and felt, and sadd, that the
talk of securing the additional needed
subscriptions and of rendering the Fund
productive to the extent of $60,000, was &
far more jarduous, and in view of the

circumstances, than the ome
 whichhad then already been accomplished,
And I brought myself to consent to un-
dertake it omnly by comsidering the, impor-
tance of its accomplishment to the com-
tinued success of the great church work

been devoted. .

Immediatelyafter theclose of,Conference

I entered upon the supplementrry canvass

 with a subscription book headed with the
statement that “ the estimated worth of
subscriptions up to July lst, 1874” * was
$50,000,” and I stated always as I consi-
| dered and do still believe, I was authoriz-
' ed to do, that the object of the renewed or
continued effort was to secure an addition-
al $10,000 and that when this should be
considered as having reached a successful
resting place. at least ; although I endea-
voured to ingist upon the truth’ that a
“fund $75,000, or $100,000 was exceeding-
ly desirable.” And 1 trust that our men
of wealth will not lose sight of this truth,
I have met with at least two of our friends
in the course of my agency who have as-
sured me that they had remembered ‘the
Mount Allison Educational Institute in
their wills—I trust that others have done
80, or will do so. But I would suggest as
a still wiser course to those who can do so
| —that it will be well to invest here while
they yet live.

In conclusion I wi:h to say again, that
1 am profoundly grateful for the success
which has crowned the efforts to secure
an Endowment Fund, which not only
makes up to the Institution the income of
which it wes suddenly deprived by legis
| lative action in 1872, but also provides
some additional means for enlargement of
facility for carrying on the Educational
work.

It is a success-which is at least twice as
great comparatively as that which has at
tended the much longer continued efiorts
to secure an adequate Endowment Fund
for Victoria College.

The efforts on behalf of this Fund com-
menced several years before ours—and
+had the great advantage of the assistance
of Dr. Punshon in lecturing and speak-
ing in may public. meetings on its behalf
during the first years of the movement.
Then there have have been generally two
special agentsconstantly employed. More-
over the membership of the church in
connection with the former Canada Con.
fercnce was about four times that in the
Conference "of E. B. America, and the
movement in the Canada Conference had
the advantage of two or three years of
special prosperous times:—so that every-

| thing being considered the success of the
| efforts there to equal ours should give a
| \ AN AR 2 - |

Fund at least 3259,007; whereas if I have |

i sum deemed “ indispensibly necessary’ had been correctly informed the incowme ac-
} 4 Y |

movement began was no greater than that

tage of recent great success in their agen-
cy work the Fund, instead of amounting
four or five times as much as ours does.
probably does not amougt to,much, if any?
more than twice as much—So that I
think we need not feel any - temptation to
envy their success—much less to ungrate-
fully speak disparagingly of our own.

H. PI1CKARD.

THE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION.

The attendance at the Exposition is
now steadily increasing. On Decoration
Day, fally 50,00) people passed the gates,
and the Main Building and  Memorial
Hall were, for the firstg time, uncomfort-
ably crowded. The twénty-eight groups
of judges have completed their organiza-
tion, and the members are busily at work
preparing their reports, The system
adopted of dividing the duties, each mem-
ber making his own examination of the
articles submitted, instead of requiring
| the exhibits to be investigated by com-
! mittees of several judges, and has hereto-
fore been dome in other expositions, is
' said to work admirably, saving an im.
| mense amount of time to the commission,
and without doubt, it will give as good
satisfaction to the exhibitors, Consider-
able comment has been aroused regarding

g71.99Meaving upwards of $25,000 still to ! ulleged injures to the pictures committed

o which so large a portion olmylihhsd»

|
|

from ours—and even now with the advan- |

by careless visito o
visitors, and th :
Commission had their gallery :1:;:3
railings around the works of art wers
erected. It has since been found that but
two pictures were damaged, and in neither
case could the mishap be charged upon
vigitors, as the injuries were discovered
have occurred duri : »
: uring transportation. Hor.
opening was not large, is being rapidly
filled. The latest arrival is a fine selec-
tion of tree ferns from Australia. The
English rhododendrons are now in fu))
bloom, and present a magnificent appear-
ance, although jthey show evidence of the
long voyage disagreeing with them. A
much handsomer display of these beauti.
fnl flowers may be seen at the present time
in Llewellyn, Orange, N. Y. Between the
British Government and the T. A. B, foun.
tain, » Canadian lumber merchant hag
erected a house built of rough lumber,
just as it comes from the yard. The
roof is made of huge unbarked tim-
bers, each twenty-four inches in diameter
and the sides are composed of boards piled
to form a wall a foot thick. Inside a
monster section of a pine tree is exhibited.
The big Krupp cannon has at
reached the grounds, and is |being placed
in Machinery Hall. The pumps annexed
to that building are now at work, produc.
ing a jminatuare Niagara for three hours
daily. The Brewers’ Building is rapidly
approaching completion. A curious sec-
tion of elevated railway is being construct-
ed between Agricultural and Horticultural
Halls. The cars are built something after
the Swiss cottage patiern.
JAPANESE BRONZES AND LACQUERED
WARE
we bave already alluded to, as one of the
most remarkable portions of the general
display. The grotesquenesss of Japanese
art is employed in these with wonderful
effect. There are oups and sauces of lag-
quered wood, as light as corks, coloured
with reds, blues and yellows, protected by
the famous Japan varnish, which will
withstand the hottest water. Perfection
of joiner work, unique ornamentation, and
exquisite selection of colors are especially
noticeable in the cabinets, some of which
scarcely larger than a modern music box,
range in price from $125 to §1000. It is
in the modelling and the preliminaries
to the casting of the bronzes that the
peculiar genius and perseverance of the
Japanese are disclosed. The models are
made in wax; and in that material every-
thing down to the smallest feather of a
bird’s wing or the hair of a spider, is ela-
borated with scrupulous care. The wax
model is then painted all over with a coat-
ing of finest sand, held together by a fire
proof mucilage. The first coat i3 laid on
with exceeding care, so as to fill every tiny
interstice. So with the following ccats,

which may number hundreds, until some- °

times six months are consumed in the
work of painting a cumaulative mold three
or four inches thick. When the latter is
rendered sufficiently strong, the wax model
inside is melted and removed. The bronze
is then poured in, and the whole object
completed in a single casting. The mold
is subsequently removed with care only
second to that employed in its construc-
tion, leaving the bronze without a crease
or a flaw. From this process emerged the
magnificent incense bearer which stands
at the entrance of the Japanese section.
It represents a vessel elevated upon worn
gea rocks, inhabited by a dragon and su:-
mounted by an eagle and flanked by flocks
of birds. The price was 84,500, and it was

purchased for the English South Kensing-

| ton Museum.

As there are no l»:;l\,‘i;i laws in citber
China or Japan, the mode of spreparing
the patina given to these br xf}:;-‘::h.'.s re-
mained secret for ages, and hus been
handed down from father to son. Chemical
analysis has, however, rev aled the com-
position of the alloys, and M. Moriz bas
diseoved that the patina of the celebrated
black bronzes is due to the use of an alloy
eomposed of 80 per cent. of copper, L of
tin 10 of lead, 2 of zine, 4 of iron, besides

| small proportions of gold, nickel, arsenic,
| and sulphur.

Some of the bronzes anal-
yzed show a proportion of lead varying
from 10 to 20 per cent., added at the ex-
pense of the copper. and a quantity of 7
per cent of tin. Molded in thin- plates,
this bronze is very easily worked, and the
patina appears of itself when the metal 18
suijected to a high temperature in a muf-
fle furnace. It 1s, kowever, very brittle.
Chemical analysis is certainly of little nse
in this’ case, unless it leads to synthesis ;
and in that respect the labors of tbe
French investigators have been attended
with remarkable success, and have resulted
in the production of bronzes even better
than tiose the Japanese, since they
bave a strength equal to that of ordinary
bronze. The process consists in preparing
a ground by the action of chemicals bav-
ing oxides and sulphides of copper 38
their bases. If different tints, black
brown, red; or green, be desired on the
same object, it 18 sufficient to cover Wi
a protecting varnish all portions of t
surface except those to which it may be
desired to give a certain hue; then when
they bave been treated for a sufficient
time, they are covered up with varns
while the other parts of the surface nOW
expoaed are subjectéd to the action of the
chemicals, and 8o on for as many tints 88
are required.
(Conelusion next week.)
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