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The season of Thanksgiving has been 
upon os with all its suggestive and con­
straining influences. From every Palpit 
in Nova Scotia baa been proclaimed the 
measure of our indebtedness. Other Pro­
vinces have given voice to the same theme, 
or shall shortly echo it. The subject, very 
naturally, is treated from the stand-point of 
actual circumstances,—a recognition of 
what men see and enjoy of God’s great 
bountiea. Even thus, there is ceaseless 
variety for detail and to provoke our grati­
tude. In the individual life,—in that of 
the home and the nation ; through com­
merce by sea and land ; by the plow, the 
plane and hammer, God has prospered us. 
Preachers have not wanted for subjects by 
which to show forth the Divine beneficence 
and providence.

But it seldom occurs to ns how vast and 
instructive are the arguments of conjecture, 
how powerful is the inferential mode of 
reasoning in regard to God's wiM, suffi­
cient, paternal care over His creatures. 
The mind shudders at the bare contempla­
tion of the consequences to mankind, had 
the resources and laws of nature, for in­
stance, been different from what they are,
__bad the provisions of grace been omitted
or reveraed. Circumstances and conditions 
are to us so very familiar—like things and 
laws which originated and continue as a 
matter of courae—that rarely does the 
thought flush upon us—What if this had 
not been so ?

With our exacting climate, and the ex­
travagance of industry in the waste of our 
forests, what if coal bad never been form­
ed, or had remained hopelessly locked up 
in the earth’s pitiless strata? And taking 
into the supposition its twin element— 
Iron, what if this bad composed no part of 
our geological wealth? Admitting that 
some kind of existence could be eked out 
—and that in tropical climates only—bow 
limited would have been the area for 
human life, and how deadly the strife by 
which the pent op tribes of humanity would 
have struggled for the worthless privilege 
of surviving ! ThoM nations which to-day 
asMft, by the influence of art, science, lit­
erary culture and the discipline and mas­
tery of arms, a positive supremacy over 
the world, would have had no conqn ssU of 
which to boast, and no history by which to 
perpetuate their memory. England would 
have remained an insignificant and obscure 
Island, Eiyope the battlefield of conflicting 
races, Asia an undisturbed mass of pagan­
ism, and America a savage waste.

Passing to nature animate, there are ob­
jects multiplying to the eye of conjecture. 
O ir harvests — ever-abiding subject for 
thanksgiving—are the accumulation of 
growth from life in vegetable germs and 
forms. What if, for the millions of our 
time, there were no seeds or bulbs capable 
of cultivation, which could endure changes 
of soil and transplanting in different clim­
ates. If, compelled to follow the nomadic 
habits, we all were obliged to March for 
roots and depend upon the uncertain pro­
ducts of the Ma ! Trace this thought up 
to the animals which labour for man, cr 
tboM which contribute to his appetites ; to 
the conditions and dispositions of man him 
self,—and you have a subject for ex­
tensive reflection, inciting to gratitude at 
every step.

The crowning theme, so fraught with 
considerations of thankfuloes when viewed 
from the standpoint of conjecture, is the 
scheme of redemption. Embracing, as 
does, so many relations by which we are 
bound to God and to each other ; the source 
as it is of so many and such valuable gifts, 
the mind almost shrinks from the question 
—What if God in stern justice had stopped 
short in the plea of mercy? Pitiful to the 
eye of the student as are tboM gropings of 
great Pagan minds after light and know­
ledge of the soul’s destiny, which come to 
the surface so frequency in classical his­
tory, they are happiness itMlf compared 
with our condition, were we left to-day to 
the horrors of imagination or -despair re­
specting the dread judgment-Mat.

The laws and operations of providence 
are so interwoven with our life of every 
day and in all relations—like the gold 
threads which enrich oriental garments and 
only here and there come to the surface in 
figures of beauty—that it may employ our 
mind» far into eternity to trace God’s hand 
while here, at the very best, we can only 
rejoice over the blessed consciousness that 
“ His mercy endureth forever.”

ful tidings to report of our city pulpits in 
British America. This city has five Metho­
dist churches, and in tboM which are most 
central it is difficult to obtain a sitting, 
while it is next to impoMible to rent a pew 
There are cauMS, doubtless for this pros­
perity. It will be seen more and more as 
the ages advance, that Methodism in tbeM 
Provinces did good service for God and so­
ciety when it insisted upon having the Gos­
pel preached and not read, in every pulp i' 
over which it had any control. If we can 
now but preserve our congregational sing­
ing, or foster it well, the original elements 
of Methodistic worship srill still be ours. It 
is remarkable that theM same elements re 
tain their hold upon the minds of mankind
_the rich and cultivated as well as the
lowly and ignorant. John Wesley was not 
merely the apostle of the eighteenth century 
and of the untutored masMS, “ Keep cai­
rotes and do not attempt to mend them.” 
That seemed at the moment, in the estima­
tion of onlookers, rather egotistical. It 
has. however, proved to be sound religions 
pnilosophy.

MISSIONARY MEETING IN WES- 
, i LEY CHUBCH, YARMOUTH.

CHRISTIAN UNITY. I ejght days put one topic among
-----  . , _ . „ Methodist circles in this town has bad a

To the Editor of the “ Provincial Wesley in ^ lhare of discussion and general remark,
Dus Sta,—One of the characteristics topic was no other than the anticipa- 

of the age in which ire live is a tendecy to ^ visit, and its probable issues, of the 
anion. We see it in the consolidation of missionary deputation from oar late Gene- 
Empires, the confederation of States and n| Conference, to address the Wesleyan 
Provinces, the removal of restrictions to congregations here on the subject of our 
intercou ne between countries differing in Home and Foreign Missions. As the time 
language, institutions and laws. It is il- drew near for tbeM brethren to be among 
lust rated as conspicuously in the move- uli the interest greatly increased, and was 
menu of the Christian Church. All are amazingly intensified by the hope of seeing 
aware of the attempts made within the lut . missionary, one right from the heart 
few years to And a common bond of union Qf heathenism. But we must confe-e to a 
between the Anglican, the Greek and the wn disappointment, when on last Thers- 
Romish communions. Whether such a day a telegram came saying that the veto- 
combination is praetitmble, or whether, if ren among our Indian tribes in the great 
attained, any great amount ot good would North West could not be with us. How-

npoo the first married home and the right 
royal weleoeae by which she entered upon 
its enjoyment ! The Methodists ot C ape 
Canso have done themMlvcs the greatest 
credit. May God's richest blessings be 
theirs !

result from it. iatoot my purpoM to inquire. 
But the tendency referred to, as it applies 
to the church, is not confined to those

ever we hoped all would be for the best.
The other members of the deputation, 

the brethren Sutherland find McDonald, ar­
sons of it which rejoice in an Episcopal rived safely on Saturday noon. They oc-

Newspaper Enterpize.—The St. John 
papers—the Telegraph particularly—have 
exhibited marked spirit and industry in re­
porting the recent Missionary Mrvices of 
our church in that city. Two and three 
columns of close type have been devoted to 
sketches of lermons and speeches by the 
distinguished delegates. In Halifax we 
have had small attention in this way,—a 
paragraph or two, always kindly enough— 
has sufficed to indicate that the Methodists 
were at their usual work.

We regarded the preMnce amongst us of 
Messrs McDougall, Sutherlaud and Mc­
Donald as of considerable national coom- 
quence. The one perhaps the best living 
authority upon Northwestern affairs—cli­
mate, population, resources and all elM. 
Mr. McDougall has been summoned before 
the highest dignataries in our land and 
treated with great consideration, in refer­
ence to the vast new country where he has 
spent so many urnful years. Mr. Suther­
land is a fitting and eloquent repreMntative 
of 650,000 people who have at heart the 
development in the best way, of our unoc­
cupied territory. Mr. McDonald is a 
western merchant of extraordinary energy 
and intelligence. As such he deMrvedly 
holds a high place in political circles, and is 
one of the best exponents of sound national 
and commercial principles. The journalist 
who could discover in the visit of those 
men nothing of more importance than a 
denominational enterprise, was not remark­
ably astute. Our rural newspapers gener­
ally saw the importance of the occasion 
and made good use of it.

Methodist Union. — The Canada 
Chriitian Advocate, we are most grateful 
to observe, not only admits into its columns 
letters upon the union of Methodist bodies, 
but, editorially, encourages the hope that 
we “ All may be one.” Surely the good 
work progresMs I

At the same time, it is quite apparent 
that with others of the Union Methodist 
Churches the abandonment of Wesley e 
name by the General Conference is not in­
terpreted in the most liberal mom. They 
were hostile to union before, however, and 
are only the same at preMOt. But time 
and the advancing spirit of Christian con­
cord will accomplish much before our next 
General Conference.

Good Tidings we may convey to our 
readers from Halifax. The churches gen­
erally have b/eu prospering of late. In 
our own then* are penitents every night. 
At Grafton St., we are permitted to rejoice 
with parents who have prayed and waited 
for their children’s conversion. Congrega­
tion» large and devout are perpetually in 
dicating how deep and wide spread is the 
feelings of awe and reverence. Brunswick 
St., has similar joy. May the blessed work 
continue and grdw I

“ The Methodist of last week remarks 
with much earnestness upon the fact that 
our churches, especial ly in the cities, are 
not crowded as they formerly were, but 
have many of them, very limited congrega 
lion». Formerly our preaching, it remarks, 
was more demonstrative, less polished ; our 
people were generally poor, uncultivated 
emotional, and sometimes rough and noisy 
in their responses to public discourses and 
in their special Mrvices ; but the bouses 
were crowded, and many were converted. 
We have improved in education, in the ap­
pearance and comfort of our churches, in 
all the appliances ol public worship, but we 
do not now, except in occasional instances, 
attract the crowds to our places of wor­
ship, or draw to them especially the poor 
and neglected classes. Have we lost moral 
power? Have ws passed away from the 
sympathies of the poor? Cannot educated 
ministers draw this class? Must we have 
strong, pious, rough men to reach the un­
cultivated people?

We take the above from the columns of 
Chrittan Union. We have no such dole-

WITHROW’S CATACOMB’S

The author of this admirable book is 
our assistant Editor in the Guardian office 
Toronto. Hie “ Catacombs ” has been 
received with great favour everywhere and 
ought to be read by every Minister and 
Student.

The Methodist Quarterly review for Oc­
tober bas a lengthy and elaborate article on 
this book. We give one or two para­
graphs

•• The subject treated is one of intenMst in­
terest in itMlf. and from its relations and bear­
ings has a double significance. TheM cate- 
combs have occupied the thought of the fee 
Christian archn-ologists for two hundred and 
fifty years, and the subject would teem at first 
sight to have been worn threadbare. But more 
and more, at the years glide on, does interest 
in theM remains deepen, and increasingly valu­
able additions are made every year to the re­
sources ot the Christian student. Specially to 
the American people, the great mass of wh 
have little or no conception of the character, 
extent, and value of tbeM remains, is this work 
of interest as being the first Américain attempt 
in this field of study. Our author bas endeav­
ored to bring this vast subject within the limits 
of a convenient duodecimo, and to treat it in 
such popular and rhetorical style ( without 
sacrificing ita scientific character) as te bring it 
within the range and easy comprehension ot the 
many readers.”

" As a whole,tor the purpose for wbiqji it was 
into' ded, namely, a popular hand-book, we re­
gard Mr. Withrow’s work a decided success. 
The author has been dilligeot, and hat worked 
under good guides. He it enthusiastic, and 
this it a very great excellence. A lew expres­
sions have led us to suspect (we know nothing 
about it) that the author hat not been favored 
with opportunities for continuous study ot those 
monuments on the spot. His style it good 
oftentimes element end eloquent. A subject 
usually regarded dry glows with freshness and 
life under hit treatment. At before intimated, 
be will probably meet with sharp critics and 
stubborn opponents ; but this is not to be de-

Erecated, since he be» satisfactory reasons lor 
is opinions and his method of treatment. The 

mechanical execution of the book is ol the first 
order. The publishers have spared no paint to 
mike all things intelligible by profuse illustra­
tion —» feature ot the work that speaks well for 
the good mom and liberality ot the Houm, end 
that will be most highly valued by tboM w 
best understand the difficulties that beset the 
subject. We believe that the work richly de­
serves and will find s very wide circle ot read­
ers, who will be greatelv interested, and strong 
ly. tonified in their Christian faith. Certain 
minor errors ot orthography, inadequate quo­
tation and translation, and possibly ol arrange­
ment will find correction in a new "edition, 
which we predict will be early demanded."

form of Church government. There have cpjed the pulpits of our churches here, 
been enquiries as to the practicability of an gat>bath morning end evening. Tbeir 
Alliance between the Anglicans and the germons were just such as we might well 
Wesleyan Methodist body, and overtures expect from men to whom are entrusted 
were made, which, if not entertained, were BUC|, important interests, and who are them- 
an evidence of the desire of one of the par- consecrated to so great aud noble a
ties at least, and so far an illustration of The impression made by their
my position. As in the former caM it is dear, comprehensive and earnest utterances 
not my business to express an opinion as ol the truth on the Sabbath mast be deep 
to the desirability or otherwise of such a and enduring, 
fusion. My object is quite different. It is | On Tuesday evening Wesley Church was 
to note the disposition, of which such an Walt filled with an intelligent audience, and 
abondant evidence has been furnished of efter singing, reading portions of scripture 
late, of the evangelical sections of the Bro. Gaetz, and prayer by Rev. Mr. 
church, to cherish friendly Moliments to- McGregor, Congregationalist, the character 
wards each other, and to co operate in their ,|,e service was clearly presented in a 
endeavours to advance the cause of Relig- few we'l choses words by Sheriff Dudman

THE TWO MAGAZINES.

ion in the world.
This disposition has been most pleasingly

who occupied the Chair.
John McDonald,Esq..was first called upon

indicated ondifferent occasions in our own to address the meeting. He spoke in a busi- 
province, and in other parts of the Domin- ness like manner and with much fervour, 
ion There have also been repeated, and at once engaging the attention and enlisting 
most gratifying examples of it, in the pa- the sympathies of the audience, but when 
rent land, and in other countries. One of ho read a telegram oe had just received, 
theM has occurred of late. As the record conveying the pleasing intelligence that our 
of the event may not have met the eye of missionaries in Japan bad just baptised 
yonr readers generally, it would, I think, twelve persons there, and had organized a 
find an appropriate place in the columns of Methodist Church with one of the converts 
your excellent journal. « Class Leader, be thrilled all our hearts

The occasion to which I allude was the and “ All hail the power of Jesus name, 
meeting of the “ Baptist Union, ” lately held etc , to the inspiring notes of good old cora­
in Newcastle on Tyne, a centre of influence nation, with true Methodist fire and soul, 
to the disMoting Bodies of Britain. In the , went up to heaven as a grateful offering 
coarse of the exerciM» a Depntation from The Rev. Mr. Suther and occupied the 
the other Non-Conformist denominations ermainder of the time allotted to the speak- 
of the city was announced, and having been res. His address was characterized by 
most cordially received, the Rev. Alex. | comprehensiveness of statement, thrilling 
Read, Senior Congregational Minister of and touchingly tender incident, earnest and 
the towo proceeded to explain the object of eloquent appeal. It had but
their coming. As your space is very valu­
able I will confine myMlf to a brief extract.

“ We beg, “ said be,” to express toward! 
yon our fraternal love and sympathy, ai 
thoM who with ns are endeavoring to pro­
mote the best interests of religion in our 
country. We have witnessed within the 
last few years your rapid inereaM, and we 
lake it as a type of your advancement 
throughout the world ; at which we rejoice, 
bidding yon good speed in tae name of the 
Lord ” Such was the spirit of hie remarks 
throughout.

Mr. Read was followed by the Rev. 
John Thompson, of the United Presbyterian 
Church, to whom had been entrusted the 
duty of reading the “ Address ” prepared 
for the occasion. The entire document is 
pervaded by a most delightful Christian 
spirit. I will cull from it a few express­
ions typical of the whole.

“ We look, “ it said,” with honest admi­
ration to the extensive learning, sound 
judgment, palpit eloquence, true piety and 
Christian zeal, by which your denomination 
is distinguished Your Churches at borne 
are centres of good to all around. Your 
missions abroad are a praise in the earth ; 
and. recognizing in them things the grace 
of God bestowed upon yon in your labours, 
we recognize yonr claim to a high place in 
the respect and love of every Christian.” In 
one word, beloved brethren, we ask you to 
accept our sincere congratulations in all 
yonr prosperity, and our fervent desire that 
you may be honoured to defend and diffuse 
more and more widely the saving truths of 
our holy religion.”

Mr. Thomson was succeeded by the Rev. 
JoMph Bush of the Wesleyan Methodiet New 
Connexion. As in the other cases a few 
sentences must be accepted as a sample of 
bis fraternal utterances, though the whole 
speech is worthy of being reproduced 
“ We appreciate thoroughly, “ said he.” 
the hard and true and honest work that 
you are doijg in this land. We rejoice 
very much in the success with which God 
has been pleased to crown your labours, 
and we feel that, what is gain to yon, is 
gain also to ns ; and in your growth and 
prosperity we rejoice, yea and will rejoice 
It is well-known that ye are blessed of the 
Lord, and our prayer is that He will in- 
crease you more and more, you and your 
children.”

All this must have been very gratifying, 
the more so that it was known to be sin 
cere, and not the language of mere com- 
plimeut. We do not therefore wonder that 
it prompted a reply on the part of the 
“ Union ” conceived ic the same spirit of 
brotherly and Christian regard. The re­
sponse was partly comprised in a resolution 
offered in behalf of the body, so kindly 
greeted by Dr. Angus, tbe president of 
“ Regent’s Park College,” and couched in 
the following language.

“ Resolved, that tbe respectful aud fra­
ternal thanks of this meeting be preMoted 
to our brethren, the repreMntative» of the 
Non-conformist bodies of this town ; and 
that we cordially reciprocate the Motiments 
they have expressed to us both in rel^pn 
to the great truths of our common faith, 
and in relation above all to the supreme 
duty of brotherly love.” We are prepared 
to learn that the Resolution was carried 
unanimously, and by acclamation.

Thit it unity, a oneness of heart and pur­
pose, mutual good will and esteem, recipro­
cal affection and regard ; it is “ loving as 
brethren,” “ fulfilling the law of Christ,” 
and furnishing one of the most reliable 
proofs of our union with Him.

There cannot, I think, be any danger of 
my being misunderstood in making the 
above record. My object was not the en- 
dorsement of tbe Motimenis expressed by 
the deputation, although I might, perhaps, 
have been held excused had it been so. It 
was merely to adduce evidence, so uumis 
takably afforded, of reciprocal good will 
between the parties concerned, representa­
tives, as they were, of tbe great Non-con­
formist body of Britain, so considerable 
and important a part of the universal Chris­
tian family.

Does the language UMd on the occasion 
specified seem strong and strange ? Before 
many hours of the day, which has happily 
dawned upon us, have run their courae, it 
will seem strange that such friendly utter­
ances betwMU brethren ever appeared at 
all remarkable.

In view of the above record, may we not 
regard the prayer of the Redeemer, as at 
length beginning to receive its answer, 
“ That they all may be one and exclaim 
with the Apostle, “ Therein do we rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice?" * * *

WolfviUe, Nov. 20th, 1874.

eloquent appeal. It bad but one fault, it 
was far too short, but this could not be ob­
viated, as be and his colleague had to leave 

’clock in order that they might reach 
n, where great things are being 
and where it seems to many of ns 

the time of the deputation is being some­
what monopolized.

The brethren greatly endeared themselves 
to our hearts. They did us aud the cause 
they so well advocated much good, and they 
are followed by our prayers and best wishes 
for their future success and happiness.

The amount in collections and subscrip­
tions at the meeting was between five and 
six hundred dollars, and will no doubt be 
50 per cent, in advance ol last year.

/ w-

Yarmouth, Nov. 18, 1874

PARSONAGE OPENING
CANSO.

CAPE

INTERESTING SURPRIS» PARTY.
To tbe Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan.

Among our social “ institutions ” of re­
cent origin, there is not one, we think, 
more deMrvedly popular than the “ modern 
Surprise Party.” Such an one as we 
read liboat,” to mark the occasion of the 
Rev J. B. Giles and lady taking up their 
abode in the new parsonage, took place at 
Canso on the evening of the 13th inst.

Tbe private intimation of the Committee 
met with a hearty response from many of 
our Baptist friends, as well as our own ; 
and the result evidenced the general deter­
mination at the outMt to make the event a 
“ grand success.” At an early hour up­
wards of a hundred were gathered within 
the parsonage walls ; among which we may 
be excused particularizing Revs. G. W 
Thomas and Mr. WMks, Baptist clergy­
men, respectively of Canso and Isaac’s 
Harbor. The pastor and his lady were in­
vited to be preMut at C o'clock ; and on their 
arrival found the spacious front ball ex­
temporized into a “ sitting room ” As 
they were ushered into tbe parlor a lady and 
gentleman of the company, to the duty elect, 
aroM, and after greeting them with a hearty 
shake o’ the hand and a cheery, “ we wel­
come yon !” prcMntsd addresses to Rev. J. 
B. Giles, and to Mrs Giles. The pastor’s 
off-hand reply thereto, was quite lengthy, 
considering that, in the mean time, the 
tables were groaning neath their loads, to 
say nothing of tbe many mouths waiting to 
partake of the sumptuous repast in readi­
ness. At the cIom of this touching, elo­
quent 1 ‘ speech ” the soothing effects of 
Theine were very generally tMted, from 
whatever circumstances called into requi­
sition. Tea diapoMd of, the remaining 
hours, spent in intellectual convene and 
music, with festivities suiting other tastes, 
made up to all a most enjoyable evening.

But, while 1 write, a veritable Cynic, 
shaking his brass collar by my side, re­
minds me, “ That the finest gold of earth 
is not without alloy.” “ Every white will 
have its black, and every sweet its sour.” 
The metaphorical Black and Sour correla­
tive to tbe White and Sweet being in this 
caM the abMnce of A. Ogden, Esq., and 
lady, on a visit to the U S. Tbe gentle­
man named has been “ the leading spirit” 
in the inception, and carrying forward of 
the enterprise to so successful an issue ; as­
suming weighty financial responsibilities, as 
well as giving it unwearied personal atten­
tion ; while his aimable lady has been his 
help meet “ in every good word and work ” 
in connection therewith.

Their absence, therefore, on such an oc­
casion was universally regretted. On hie 
return information, statistical and other- 
wise will be forthcoming. The hour for 
separation, reminding us of our duty to 
praiM the Giver of all our mercies, devo­
tional exerciMs, lead by Revd. Messrs. 
Thomas and Weeks, were engaged in, fit­
tingly closing this first “ Surprise Party," 
in a Methodist parsonage in Canso.

Yours truly, Y. W. J.
Canto, Nov. 16, 1874.
The AddresMss have been sent to ns, 

but with tbe crowded state of our columns, 
the friends interested will we are sure be 
content that we shall briefly epitomUe in 
stead of giving them verbatim. The address 
to Mr. Giles by Mr. J. W. Young was 
brief, illustrative and very neatly executed. 
The reply was all that might have been ex­
pected in circumstances so grateful to the 
feelings of a young pastor. It wu, how­
ever, when Mrs. Giles was addressed by 
Olivia J. Whitman that the interesting affair 
reached its culmination. How lovingly the

To the Editor of Wesleyan
Dear Bro,—In yonr issue of the "21st 

inst., I notice a letter from the Rev. J. H 
Starr, in which reference is made to the 
Magazine “ Earnest Christianity.” After 
referring to the “ rumor ” which connects 
my name witn the editorship, and the name 
of a certain “ Chairman ” with the “ busi­
ness department,” youc correspondent asks : 
—“ Does not this look very much like op­
position to the new Canadian Methodist 
Magazine 7’—Now, sir, when I mention 
the simple fact that “ Earnest Christianity” 
was published a year and a half befire the 
new monthly was spoken of, or, so far as I 
know, thought of, it may puzzle your read 
ere to see first where tbe “ opposition ” 
comes in ; but as I am well aware that 
persistent efforts are being made to pro 
dace among our ministers and others the 
impression which Bro. Starr puts into 
words, I trust that you will allow me to 
state briefly the facts of the case.

Several years ago, during my stay in 
Toronto, the project of a magazine was re­
peatedly spoken of in tne Book Committee, 
and on one occasion the Committee went 
so far as to appoint three of oar senior 
ministers to prepare a prospectus. Months 
elapsed, but no report from the sub-Com- 
mittee A year and a half went by, and we 
did not hear a word on the subject. I spoke 
to the Book Steward, and he distinctly de­
clared that be could not, in justice to the 
book esiablishroeot, undertake to launch 
such a publication, I then spoke to a num­
ber of ministers on the subject. I Mid, in 
effect, “ It is evident we shall not pet a 
Magazine unless by private effort. Why 
can not a few of us unite and publish a 
small Magazine, chiefly devoted to the re 
vival of religion and the spread of holi­
ness? If it receives encouragement, we 
can enlarge it in a year or two, so as to 
meet the growing wants of the Church.” 
Tbe reply was, “We should like exceed­
ingly to have such a Magazine, but where 
is tbe capital to come from ?" I said, “ If 
you will help in other ways, I will assume 
the financial responsibility for one year.” 
To this they willingly agreed ; the man­
agement was begun, and received with 
favor. At the end of the first year we re­
solved to continue, and again expressed the 
hope that we would be able toon to enlarge 
The subscription list increased so rapidly 
that by the month of June, 1874 we had 
seen the way clear to enlarge at the com. 
mencement of the next volume, and began 
to make arrangements for that purpose I 
prepared a prospectus and sketched out the 
arrangement of contents for the new series 
of Rament Chrittianity, ire mediately after 
the General Conference, and this was done 
before the new project was mentioned in 
the Guardian Shortly after, several let­
ters appeared in the last named paper, 
writing up the project of a Coonexional 
Magazine. The letters, moreover, were 
merely the expression of private opinion, 
and had no official significance whatever 
During this time, and up to the Mssion of 
the General Conference, not a word was 
said to me about amalgamation. We, 
therefore, not knowing that the new pro 
ject would ever amount to anything, went 
steadily on with our preparations for en 
largement, and Mversl weeks be lore the 
General Conference met, Mnt to the print­
ers copy for a sample number of our Mag­
azine for 1874.

During the session of tbe General Con­
ference, the matter came before the Book 
and Publishing Committee, and that Com­
mittee decided, though by no means uoaui 
mously, to recommend the publication of a 
monthly. This passed the Conference, ns 
also a recommendation that the Toronto 
Book Committee oegociate with tbe pro­
prietors of Earnest Christianity witn a 
view to its purchase in the interests of the 
new Magazine. The Book Steward then 
asked me if I would state what we 
would be willing to do. I imme­
diately sat down and wrote an offer 
in affect as follows :—“If you will print 
the last three numbers for the present year, 
and meet the bills for the sample number 
we have printed, we will transfer to you 
the whole affair.” This offer, I am told, 

laid before the executive of the Book 
CommittM, and by them declined. They 
would print the last three numbers for this 
year, but would not meet the cost of the 
sample number; and there the matter 
rests.

Now, sir, no one regrets more than I 
do, the appearance of rivalry ; but I con­
tend that the blame—if there be any—is 
not with the proprietors of Earnest Chris­
tianity. They made an offer which any un­
prejudiced business men would prououoce, 
(which many, including the editor of tbe 
new monthly, have pronounced) not merely 
fair, but very liberal. That offer the 
authorities saw fit to decline ; and as we 
bad already received a number of new sub­
scribers for 1875, we bad but this alterna­
tive,—either to continue eur Magazine, or 
elM break faith with our subscribers. The 
latter alternative I was not willing to as­
sume, neither was I willing to give for 
nothing, or next to nothing, that which had 
cost myMlf and others two years of hard 
work—besides considerable financial out­
lay—to bring to its present successful posi­
tion.

Let me say in conclusion Mr. Editor, 
that Earnest Christianity was not begun— 
nor is it continued—in opposition to any 
Methodist interest. To every principle ol 
Methodism it is loyal to tbe core ; but loy­
alty to Methodism does not require a will­
ingness to be snuffed out by any one who 
may envy your success, or who may wish 
to avail himself of the fruits of your hard 
toil.

Regretting the necessity which compels 
me to this defence. I remain.

Yours faithfully,
A. Sutherland.

Nov. 23rd, 1874.

to appeal to bis great congregation of two meeting w as held at Weldon!. where the 
thousand hearers to decide at once for audience, though not very Urzv, were quite 
Christ, and like an old-fashioned Methodist enthusiastic. Peter Lia •!.:>•. K*q , Vrcuit 
itinerant, gives them the chauce of exprès- Steward, was called to the chuir la a 
sing their purpose by standing up where brief speech he acknowledged the honor 
they are. Many have at these times com- conferred upon him. The subscriptions 
plied with his appeal. and collec ion at this meeting wore caeo ir-

In our own church the outlook is encour- aging. O ie good brother whose h-srt was
aging. The pastors of the Mversl churches touched with an ioctdoo relate 1 from the 
with the co-operation of the City Mission, life of the late Richard Vanner, turned all 
are holding Mries of four days meetings at the contents of bis purse into the c iM.vi rn 
various points throughout the city, and good box. While another excellent brother, 
results are already appearing. A grand when he found that the time tor holding
____meeting is to be held in Tremont the meetings had come and he ha 1 no b g
Temple on the evening of the 23rd, for the to contribute, started off with hi- gun an t 
purpose of stimulating the hearts of the shot three pairs of patridges, which lie sold, 
people to a deeper interest in the needs of and put the proceeds into tlv collection, 
those about them. Bro. Cookman is doing Such giving needs no comment. V .e la-t
good service in Tremont St. M. E. Church meeting of the series was held at Coote
We had the pleasure of hearing him lately j Hill. The attendance was very good mi, 
boldly declare the deity of our Lord Christ, much tha' the evening was dirk uud we: 
in the presence of many pew-holders whoie Mr. John Murphy, coroner, occupied the 
beliefs lie with the Unitarian Church iu this | chair, and in fitting terms advoe ited the 
particular. i cause of missions tirent care was taken

Our pastor at Bromwell, Bro. Bidwell, at each meeting to explain the altered posi- 
is a faithful steward over the Lord's heri-jtion of our Missionary Society and the tv 
tage. lie stands first among the New ' suit will be an advance tlvs year of more 
England Conference preachers. Full of j than four hundred per rent on the amounts 
common sense, sound piety and cultured ; 
iniud his sermons are rich in evangelical j 
thought, and full of holy unction. He is at j 
present giving a series of lectures on Sab- ^ 
bath afternoons ou tbe Bible He has j 
delivered four of these : “ Creation of 
Man," “ Mau unfallen,” “ The Fall." His 
next will be 
Man.”

sense, sound piety and cultured | raised last year jor both funds.
“ » V. W. Do.

The curse pronounced upon 
It was my intention to have given 

you an outline of these discourses as they 
were given, but my materials are not with 
me. and I forbear quoting Irom memory, 
suffice it to say that they are attract!og 
much attention The Preacher’s Meetings 
ou Monday morning, are as usual the scene 
of much debate, but little real practical 
good. Would that these older men in the 
ministry would show the younger ones more 
holy zeal for the salvation of souls and the 
buildiug up of Christian laith in the hearts 
of believers. It is coming to be quite a 
question whether such meetings for heated 
debates are beneficial to the spiritual life 
of either ministers or people. When will 
the church see more prayer and less argu 
ment, more Christ and less Paul, more life 
aud less theory. Waiting in prayer was 
the pre-requisite for Pentecost. Will it not 
be so again ?

You have heard of the “ Moutpensier" 
collection of paiutings, now on exhibition at 
the Boston Aibanasium. It was my priv­
ilege to see them a lew weeks sioce, they 
are from the old Spanish artists, and lour 
ot them are valued at $100,000. They are 
“ The Annunciation," “The birth of Jesus," 
“ The Worship of the Magi’ ” and “ The 
Circumcision.” The most remarkable pic­
ture to me was that of the “ Dead Christ,” 
with bis mother leaning over him iu the 
most intense grief. The colour and features 
of the dead mau, were if I may use the 
term, so litelike, and the grief of the mother 
so fully revealed in her face, that involunta­
ry tears started from the eyes, and Sorrow 
filled our hearts, as it so vividly brought 
before our minds, that “ He was slain 
for its ”

The immense cartoon of Kaulback's on 
the “ Era of the Reformation" was also in 
this gallery, but would need more space 
than you can afford me for any sort of a 
description. I visited also the Massachu­
setts Mechanic’s Association Exhibition, 
wherein was a most marvellous display ot 
everything nearly that pertains to mechan­
ics or art. But my pen has perhaps wan­
dered too far aud too fast already, and 1 
must stop. Some ol us who live in yan- 
kee-doin. do not forget the Dominion that- 
gave us birth, and pray that you may pros 
per both nationally aud religiously.

.1. O. Pickles,
Boston, Nov. 187-1.

LETTER FROM BOSTON.

Mb. Editor,—For some time past it has 
been my purpose to send you a lew lines 
from the *• Hub,” but other things inter­
vened and I have been hindered, but being 
at leisure for some weeks owing to sick 
□ess, I take advantage of it to renew my 
acquaintance with your valuable paper 
You are doubtless acquainted with tbe re­
sult of tbe late election in our State. The 
corruption end idiocy of the present party 
in power has reached its logical conse­
quence, end the Republicans have been 
overwhelmingly defeated. MassachnMtts 
is one only of many States which bas thus 
rebuked mismanagement and incapacity in 
high places In religious matters tbe city 
of Boston is waking up iu some measure. 
Tbe Tremont Temple, Baptist Church, is 
having a good time withina good time within her borders. 
Dr. Lorimer tbe pastor, believes in striking 

young wife will look back in after years while tbe iron is hot, and does not scruple

THE SUPERNUMERARY MINIS­
TER’S AND MINISTERS 

WIDOWS FUND.

Mr Dear Mr. EditjR.—Please allow 
me to earnestly invite the attention of all 
the members of our congregations, both in 
pulpit and pew, throughout the three East­
ern Conferences of the “ Methodist Church 
of Canada ” to the 5th, 6th and 7th rules of 
this Fund,—which read as follows : —

V. “ Every minister shall, at the renew- 
a' of the Society ticket during the September 
visitation, explain to tbe members the na­
ture and raasonableneM ol the claims of 
this Fund upon tbe justice and liberality of 
our Church. He shall then enter in the 
Class Book the individuals annual sub­
scriptions, which have to be paid before tbe 
ensuing District Meeting."

VI. “ An annual public collection in aid 
of this Fund shall be made in all our 
Chapels and other preaching places in tbe 
month ol December.”

VII. “ Applications shall be made to 
our friends in each Circuit for subscriptions 
aud donations in aid of this Fund.”

Tbe claims upon tbe Fund are largely 
increasing each year. This year there are 
seven new claimants, the aggregate amount 
of wIiom annual claims will be upwards 
of one thousand two hundred dollars To 
meet which there ought to be a correspond­
ing inereaM in the contributions from the 
Circuits ; sod there doubtless will be if the 
above quoted rules are duly regarded. As 
the time tor the obrervaoce of the fifth rule, 
for this year, is already past, I would re­
spectfully suggest to any Brother, who 
may bave failed to fully comply with its re 
quire meut, the propriety and necessity of 
his giving the greater attention to the other 
two quoted rules.

The sums contributed from very many of 
the Circuits ought to be severally increased 
at least one hundred per cent., aud in most 
of such cases doubtless will be, if the claims 
of the Fund be properly urged upon the 
consideration of all tbe members of tbe dif­
ferent congregations on these Cil cuits.

The subscriptions in the classes from 
about 18,000 members, and the public col­
led ions in all the congregations made up of 
nearly 100,000 individuals, added to the 
special subscriptions and donations Mcured 
by the observance of tbe 7th role last year, 
amounted to only $1621 15 ; is it too much 
to a-k that this sum should he doubled (bis 
year? -H. Pickard,

Treasurer.
Nov. 17 th, 1874.

fftrrutt Mettlliflfare.

WELSFORD CIRCUIT.

Tbe Missionary Meetings were held 
upon this circuit at the time appointed. 
The deputation, the Revd». S. T Teed and 
Thomas Allen promptly and ably discharg­
ed the duties for which they were deputed. 
Bro. Teed especially received a hearty wel­
come from his many friends among whom 
he had laboured some years ago. The first 
meeting was held at Patterson Settlement, 
where the attendance was very large. 
Thomas Trotts, Esq , occupied the chair, 
and in a very practical address introduced 
the subject which he had met to discuss. 
Tbe collection at this place was good and 
the subscriptions very liberal. The next

SlIKEl lELD, X. B. — It is our liappiuesi 
to report that we are in the enjoyment of « 
most glorious Revival, at Lakeville Corner, 
and Maquapit Lake, on tais Circuit. 
Wanderers are coming home : s:nners are 
obtaining peace ; and believers are rejoi.-- 
ing. Both our own aud the Baptist Chureh- 
es are sharing in the blessing. 1’lie work 
is deepening, widening, spreading. To God 
be all the glory Our soul doth niagnily 
the Lord?

yitsrrUanrous.

1 MUST HAVE A RELIGIOUS
NEWSPAPER.

We fully endorse the following, which 
we find in the- pages of a contemporary. 
There are hut few who feel iu regard to re­
ligious publications as they ought, consider 
ing their advantage to the church and 
society : —

“ I Must iiavk a Rki.iuiovs Nubs- 
PAPKE.”—So says » subscriber to one of our 
contemporaries. And-ho gives the following
reasons :

1. Because such a paper, rightly conducted, 
is a public institution of groat value, exerting 
a happy influence upon ill the varied im­
portant interests of society, and l utn huvi l to 
do my part in sustaining such an institution.

2 Because mj own religious growth as a 
Christian is materially promoted by such a 
paper. My religion waxes or wanes in life 
and [lower in proportion to clear or dim view»
I have ol the great things of tbe kingdom of" 
God. Noxt to my Btblo, my paper increases 
the clearness sad extent of my spiritual vision, 
giving light and expelling darkness by its 
never-ceasing supply of facts mid appeals, 
which are sunshine and thoser to the spiritual 
verdure of my soul.

3. Because I want a good commentary on 
the Bible. My religious pa|wr furnishes it, 
often by direct expositions, by items of reli­
gious biography, strikingly illustrative of Bible 
truth, by constantly recurring events of divine 
Providence equally illustrative, by narratives 
of revivals, conversions, progress of missions 
at homo and ahmad, all showing the pi’iwer i f 
the Gospel, and explanatory of God’s word.

4. Because 1 Want to be a strong man, 
armed for defending truth and destroying error. 
Politics! partisans shout mo sro familiar with 
all the facts and arguments which sustain their 
distinctive views, and aro ever rutfiy an I able 
to assault or defend 1 want a similar kind • 
of ability and facility in sustaining tbe truth 
and advancing the cause of my Mister. My 
religious paper furnishes me with a poser of 
offence and defence which is invaluable. It 
is as if a new arsenal of spiritual weapons was 
opened and offered to me every week.

5. My family needs to have just such a 
fountain of religious instruction and influence 
as is opened in it every week, by such a 
periodical. The variety I find there, meets 
the oases and wants of old and young, male 
and female, ministering the welfare of tho en­
tire circle.

6 My neighbor needs my paper. He will 
not take one himself, as be ought to. But he 
shall not escape, lie shall, have a look at 
mine. For when it has walked into my dwell­
ing and stayed long enough to scatter bles­
sings on all aides, it walks up or down street, 
or over the way, to scatter them further, or 
take wings by tbe mail, and does good a thou­
sand miles awiy.

Therefore, Mr. Editor, if you find a paper 
of mine returned with the word “ stop ” upon 
it, you may infer that I have gone to the 
poor-boose or tbe mad-bousc, or to tbe narrow 
house appointed for tbe living.

éditorial îtotrs, Ac.
Bkrkav Lemmon Leak.—It will be n-twm- 

be red that, in order to have these in time for 
January, orders should be sent in immediately. 
This applies to other monthly publications ; 
but the Leal and Journal ought lo be ordered 
early.

B/)okm for Examination ok Candida ir.*, 
are for this year, the same as designated in out- 
printed minutes of the E, It. American Confer­
ence. Let there be no misapprehension on 
that point,

We want Subscriber» !—They corne in by 
units ; we need them by scores. There is no l 
anything like a general movement in behalf ot 
our publishing interests. Let it be remember­
ed that the success or failure of the Book Room 
a fleets our Church and correspondingly every 
minister in it. There are few days when the 
office here has not all our thoughts and ener­
gies from early morning till late at night. W i I 
our Brethren help to sustain and strengthen us ‘ 

New Book*.—We call special attention fo 
our advertisement on publications recently re­
ceived. In making up Libraries or preparing 
for winter reading, we can now do ai well f<*r 
purchasers as any bouse in the trade. Parcels 
can be forwarded by our arrangements at tril­
ling expense.

$1009 Collection* and Subscription* at 
Centenary Missionary Meeting, St. John. Tbe 
“Telegraph” asks “How many churches m 
tbe city could equal it ?” Ot the Germain S', 
meeting we learn that—A collection was taken 
up amounting to $703 94, ot which 'J I
were contributed in cash, 1 $ 116 by card. 
Among the amounts donated was f -V>> given by 
one gentleman.

• LIVERPOOL DISTRICT

Mr. Editor :—The Financial District Meet­
ing of the Liverpool District, in its recent 
session, anxious to promote all the important 
interests of our wide spread Church, and her 
institutions, directed that the counsels of tbe 
“ The General Conference11 touching the 
method of sustaining tbe great Educational In­
terest*' of tbe body be, republished for tbe
benefit of the District.11 

I


