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In speaking of a vocation to the
priesthood, we not unmindful
that every <;|lllng even the lowliest,
has opportunity for hallowed service
and a beautiful life, Every one who
does his duty according the will
of God, in whatever calling it may be
pleasing to God. A good man
should find zest and joy in his work,
think of it as noble and worthy, and
put his best efforts into it. Not
every man statesman, a
lawyer, a physiian, a joburnalist or a
priest; must be carpenters,
s0me masons, painters. Each
calling has it own work, and every
human occupation its own glory.
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In the world tg day there seems to
be an impression that the priesthood
is notan attractive vocation. Among
our own people a different impression
prevails. The idea that the number
of young men who choose the priest
hood their life
smaller fallacy. On the contrary
they are increasing in number
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dioceses of hundreds of
other willing to
themselves for the ¢
They must remember
the life of the missionary in the
western or southern part of America
is not at all on a par with the life of
the priest in our larger centers of
population. The American people
have no conception of the sufferings,
hardships and sacrifices that the
greater portion of the Catholic priest
hood must bear. Yet, withal, the
Catholic mother still prays, with
intense longing, that some day one
of her sons may stand at the altar of
God. Worldly Catholic mothers do
not so much desire that their boys
become priests. Indeed, there are
some Catholic parents who even seek
to dissuade their sons from following
this vocation.

The priesthood does mnot
much in the way of money.
commercial and financial world
greater attractions and more com-
pelling allurements. All other call
ings present greateropportunities for
more brilliant careers. Our Catho
lic young men of to-day the
examples of many of their predeces-
sors who have become great states-
men, great jurists, great physicians
and great scientists. Compared to
these splendid careers the vocation
to the priesthood suffers greatly.
The priest i8 not likely to become
rich. The average salary of the
priests in this country is about $500 a
year. In the missionary dioceses
very few receive even this amount.
All this means plain and close living,
not to mention obscurity and some-
times even want.
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In spite of these comparisons and
conditions, a vocation to the priest
hood has its attractions which draws
irresistibly upon the hearts of
worthy young men. The priest is an
ambassador of Christ As such he is
accepted by all the Catholic people.
The priest brings to the people the
good news of the love of God, and
calls them to accept that love. He
is the minister of the Sacraments of
the Church, the dispenser of her
Mysteries, and a mediator between
God and man., Can anyearthly honor
be as high, or any human calling as
racred ?

The priest is the representative of
Christ in the saving of the world.
Holy Scripture tells us of what Christ
did for the communities in which He
lived, for the home in which He was
received, for the individuals into
whose lives He came. What Christ
was to the people who enjoyed His
ministrations, Christ's priests to-day
should be to the men and women to
whom they minister
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man in every h who,
family, belor to a family tl
world-wide ; who is called in as a
vitness, a counsellor and an actor in
all the most important affairs of civil
lifs. No one comes into the world or
goes hence withouthis ministrations.
He takes the child from the arms of
his mother and parts with him only
at the grave. He blesses
crates the cradle, the bridal-chamber
the bed of and the bier. He
is one whom innocent children grow
to love, to venerate and toreverence;
whom.even those who know him not
salute as Father; at whose feet
Christians fall down and lay bare
the inmost thoughts of their souls
and weep their most
He is one whose mission is to console
the afflicted and soften the pains of
the body and soul ; who is an inter
mediary between the affluent and the
indigent ; to whose door alike
the rich and the poor
give alms in secret, and
receive them without
belongs to no social cls

he equally to all
lower ‘by his poverty and not
quently by his humble birth ;
upper by his culture and his knowl
edge, and by the elevated sentiments
which ‘a religion, itself all
inspires and imposes. He
fine, who knows all, has a right to
unreservedly, and whose
speech, inspired from on high, falls
on the minds and hearts of all with
the authority jof one who is divinely
sent, and with the constraining
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Such is the priest, than
has a greater opportuniry
good or power for evil,
he fulfils to
transcedent mission among men,
The opportunities of the
men with vocations to the priesthood
are many in our time. Any the
religious communities are willing to
receive properly qualified subjects,
even though they have little
nothing to pay for their training
All our larger dioceses have pre
tory seminaries which
yvoung man with a vocation will be
accepted and educated without
charge. If the diocese for which he
studies is able to support
societies
take up the burden,
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reward. Nutured into full fruition
in the priesthood, it floods
penetrates the soul which
it. A true ation
faculty with its seal ;
in communion with
others exist in the world of man and
nature, the religious soul is centered
in the Infinite. It God’'s
presence everywhere ; everywhere it
looks to God, meditates
on and adores Him.

Of all the forms in which human
nature can be clothed, the priest
hood is no doubt the most perfect, for
it gathers together
man into the
centrating
object which

almosl

and
possesses
Vo ImMarks every
keeps the soul

God, and, while

feels

and calls on

all the powers of
highest con
themm on the sublimest
the intelligence, the
will, and the power of action can
attain. Since truth, goodness, and
other sacred ideals have God for the
centre of perfection, to live with God
and for God to live in eternal
truth, eternal goodness, and absolute
beauty.

What an almost divine
it is for the good priest
the outward and visible
his priestly faculties employs and
includes all the genius of
thought, to teach men in the highest
truths of God, destiny and life ; the
genius action to command and
discipline conscience. the genius of
art, to impart the divine idea, in
word or ritual, so as to charm man
kind through the senses. In the
Name of God, Whose ambassador he
is declared to be, a priest does not
discuss, but affirms ; he speaks as a
master, 'as one sent,” and exercises
a sort of fascination over the multi
tudes. Priests, from their very char
acter, have the secret of inspiring
Faith in those who are worthy of it.
They flow through the centuries, like
rivers of light, irrigating and nour-
ishing thousands of generations
through which they take their
course. Verily do they seem to form
the wake of Christ waves
of the

“Come follow the sweetest
command that ever fell from the lips
of Jesus! If the divine call finds
echo in your heart ; if your intention
is to serve and save souls ; if
you are willing to spend
years in acquiring the necessary
knowledge ; if your life without
stain, hearken to the gentle voice of
Christ, saying after Me,
and 1 will make to become
fishers of men.”
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OUR BOYS AND

P
IDE

Aim high,” is a motto that every
young lad should ever keep before
his eyes, for if his standard is low he
will never make himself felt as a
power later and he will gl
through life taking things as
and go down to his grave
the realization that has
plished nothing.

Boys will have pleasures. Allright
It is their nature to enjoy life whilst
young and the man who would deny
them their rightful enjoyment would
be doing them a great injustice. But
despite the fact that they are joy
loving creatures they can in some
measure prepare themselves when
they young, for their fature
career,

It is an acknowledged fact that the
strongest part of a house
foundation. No matter how Iu-;mli
ful a structure may appear, yet if i
possesses a weak foundation it \\l.l
totter and its beauty will be no more.
We all know that the " boy is the
father of the man.” Now if in youth
the boy is contented with ill-prepared
lessons, if he spends his time in the
evenings at the movies instead of at
home,
ideal, what kind of a man will he be
later on in life ? It certainly would
be a very unusual thing to see this
lad when matured into manhood as
business man, or as a
lawyer, or fulfilling the holy func
tions of the priesthood. Just as the
young tree must be trained to grow
straight, so also must the young
be watched and trained if he
would wish to do something great in
life.
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Instead of making such a hue and
cry about health and its preservation,
the tenchers of today would do well
to admonish their pupils to
some high standard and constantly
sim at it. Their pupils may not
but they will at least get
somewhere near it and thus avoid
being a burden themselves and
their parents.

Juliug Cwsar had an ideal
accomplished it. Napoleon
parte had a high ideal, in his
estimation, and he reached it,
every boy is not a Ciesar or a
parte, but God has allotted to him a
certain degree of talent and if he
sets his ideal in accordance with his
God given gifts he will assuredly
attain it,
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Indeed it
live up
for oneself
dim and
little good will and
boy must again seek for it and apply
all his powers to the successful
attainment of it. " Nothing worth
while is eagily attained, some
what trite saying, but it is applicable
regards the attaining of an ideal.
The boy who sets his ideal high and
then thinks he can reach it by taking
thingseasy will be badly disappointed
and see it gradually slip from his
grasp.

After setting the ideal, the one
only great way of attaining it, by
constant and patient work for it.
That is the way it was obtained in
the past and that the only way
it can obtained at present.
Selected.
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BENSON’S LETTER
INDULGENCES
PR
WRITTEN TO PROTESTANT
INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH
My dear Sir,—I am glad that you
think that I have made the doctrine
of penance appear to at any
rate, rather reasonable. I quite
understand, however, that you will

need thought and consideration
before you more,

you,

can say

You have put
on the point when you
question of indulgences,
very properly say that you do not
understand how it can be that if
absolution really forgives sin, any-
thing like an indulgence is required.

Now, you will pardon me for saying
in return that I gather you have not
quite grasped what it is that Catho
lics mean by an “indulgence.” 1 am
very thankful, however, that obvious-
ly you do not think it to be a “leave
to commit sin,” any nonsense of
that kind. However, perhaps, the
best thing for me to do is to explain
clearly why an indulgence
reasonable and inevitable,
the main premises
and common sense,
Catholic doctrines.
to begin some way
Ject.

Imagine, if you please, a drunkard
of fifty years' standing who repents
with his whole heart and amends his
life. Such a man as this is at once,
according to both Catholic and
Protestant doctrine, forgiven by the
power of the Precious Blood. Yet, it
is a matter of experience, is it not,
that such a man still has to pay the
penalty of his sins—not the eternal
penalty, of course, that is forgiven
him soon as his guilt washed
away in the Blood of the Lamb-—but
the "temporal” pena ties ; does
not, that immediately
regain his health or the he
wasted, or the friends has
alienated. Here, then, great
principle—to the effect that God does
not always remit the punishment of
the when He remits the guilt.
(You remember how it was after
David's “The Lord hath put
away thy sin,” said Nathan the priest
to the King, soon David had
made his confession ; "unevertheless,
the child that is born to thee shall
surely die."”)

Now, we Catholics believe, as do
you Protestants that God's
attitude to us is a reasonable and
consistent attitude. We may con
clude then, that since in physical
sins, such as drunkenness or lust or
excess, there are temporal penalties,
usually physical, 8o, too, it is in other
spiritual sins, for instance
such as pride or resentment or anger
or envy—even though we
always see what the penalties are.

Now, imagine that our drunkard
only repents on his deathbed, two
minutes before he dies. What about
temporal penalties which he
gtill owes to God? Is he going to
escape them altogether? Is it fair
that he should not have to pay any-
thing, whereas other
perhaps repented long ago have still
their shattered health and their pov
erty and their loneliness?
believe in God's justice if that were
80 ? N
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We Catholics
those penalties are not paid in this
world they are in the next. That
this drunkard of ours, or, let us say,
a proud, spiteful, revengeful
who has always had the best
everything, and who has
only just in time—that
this, even though their guilt has
been washed away. still must pay
their * temporal " debts to God ; and
we call the place where the transac
tion is completed, Purgatory.

Now, please do not be alarmed at
the word. The word is nothing. Put
out of your mind all the false things
you have heard said about that doc
trine, Face the fact. Is not the
idea perfectly reasonable and per
fectly consistent both with Chris
tianity and commeon sense ? Unless
you hold something of the kind
(call it what you like)—I do not
how are to meet the facts.
Where is the flaw in anything 1 have
said ? However, I dare say you do
not see any difficulty in it, after all ;
many Protestants are beginning to
hold the idea, though they still
terrified of the name.

Very well, then. Here is the debt

temporal pains which is,
viously, not remitted always when
the ilt is remitted. Now, is there
any means by which we ¢
selves help to pay the
this world and not
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act by which
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an indulgence, though
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us go back to to

clear, Imagine some great
sinner that kind—let us an
utterly selfish and mean who,
up to the age of sixty, given
God a thought, who has never helped
his neighbor, who has never
any one. Well, at the age
he repents fervently and

Now all he
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has never
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is bound to do is to re-
pent and refrain from sin for the
future. Both you and I believe that
if he does that his soul washed in
the Blood and is saved.
But supposing his repentance 18 ex
ceptionally fervent; suppose that,
hating the thought of his past selfish-
ness and loving God he
thought God could be loved,
termined to do some really
action—to sell his estates,
a8 Our Lord told the young man
do in the gospel—to give
the poor, s

of

Precious

as never
he de
heroic
us say,
to
all away to
nd to go and live in some
slum, as a poor man, and devote him
self entirely to his neighbors ?
Would not that be magnificent ?
magnificent because he need not do
t, he can save soul without it
magnificent because it would be such
a fine act of generous lov¢
Do you not think, then, that God
would think it magnificent, too ? Do
you not see, then that by his voluntary
poverty and sufferings he would be
anticipating, so to say, the temporal
penalties he to God for his
sixty years selfishness, that he
would, of own free love and
action, be embracing his purgatory in
this life ? This heroism of his has
nothing to do with the forgiveness of
his guilt; that has be: already
by the Precious Blood of Christ ; but
he chosen, that heroism,
pay the temporal penalties (or
of them) that are still due.
That, then,
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indulgence. He is winning a sort
of personal " indulgence ” by acts of
love which he not actually bound
to perform.
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We see, then, plainly, that although
whatever we do for God we are still
“unprofitable” servants, yet for all
that there what may call
“extra good deeds” which God does
not absolutely demand of us as con
ditions of salvation, I am
bound, for instance, to go out and
preach to the heathen till I die, or to
become a friar, or to fast every day

although all those things might be
good and generous. We may add to
those obviously good actions a num-
ber of others, too. 1 am not bound
to recite particular prayers, (beyond
the “office” I have to say as a priest),
or to say my rosary every day, or to
go out and visit the holy places in
Palestine, or to build churches.
Yet all those things would be good
and pleasing to God if I did them out
of love for Him and was already “'in
grace’—that in a state of salva
tion. (Of course, | cannot cheat
God by doing these things and yet
persisting in grave sin.)

Very the Catholic
Church has drawn up a list of such
good which no one is bound
to do but which will certainly please
God if they are in a proper
spirit, and tells us that if, being
already in grace, we will do those
things generously and freely, she
guarantees that they will count
before God—just as the heroism of
the selfish man who repents and
goes to live in a slum, counts—as
serving the purpose of paying the
temporal penalties which we still
owe to God for our forgiven sins.
Is not that reasonable ? Would not
you treat your own child in the
same way ? If he had disobediently
broken a window, let us say, and
then been honestly sorry for it, and
told you so. Well, of course, you
would very likely make him pay for
the window. But suppose he came
to you with a little present he had
bought out of his pocket money
from pure love of you, would not you
probably let him off from paying for
the window ? Of course, you would,
if you really loved him. Well, then,
that child would have “won an
indulgence’’ from you. No present
would do if you knew he was
gorry in his heart ; but if he were,
and you knew it and had forgiven
him, surely the little gift would
touch you, and you would do exactly
as I have said. Well, God is
Father, and we are His children,
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THE WONDERFUL
FRUT MEDICINE

Thousands Owe Health And
Strength To “Fruit-a-tives”

“FRUIT-A-TIVES”, the marvellous
medicine made from fruit juices — has
relieved more cases of Stomach, Liver,
Blood, Kidney and Skin Troubles than
any other In severe
of Rheumatism, Sciatica, Lumbago,
Pain in the Back, Impure Blood, Neu-
ralgia, Chronie

medicine, cases

Headaches, Chronie
“Fruit-
a-tives”” has given unusually effective
By

on

Constipation and Indigestion,
results, its
powers the
“Fruit-a-tives”

cleansing, healing

eliminating organs,
tones up and invigor-
ates the whole system.

50c. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size, 25¢,
At all dealers or sent postpaid by Fruit.
a-tives Limited, Ottawa,
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we have
are the martyrs, for
instance, who have shed their blood
for Chrirt ; the virgins who have
lived spotlessly, the noble mission-
the saints of all ages and all
lands. Above all, there Immacu-
late Mary who heroic always
and above even her, infinitely above
her, since He was God, her Son
Jesus Christ, with His infinite merits
and His incalculable and
His unbounded who has de
scended to our humanity and united
us to Himself
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say ? Our

aries
18

was
ih

heroism

love

what 1
heroism was
saint's heroism and
Christ’s, is everything.

"Look then,” cries the
God "on this infinite treasury
merits : on the Blood of the Son
God; on all the things He need not
have done us which He chose to
do ; on the glory of the martyrs and
the heroism of the saints. This poor
little child can do little or nothing
now ; he has ruined his life, but at
least he has repented, and at l¢
he is anxious and willing to do what
he can to make up. Out of his
such as it is, at any rate,
Rosary every day; at rate, he
has tbeen to Holy Communion ; st
any rate, he has given of his pocket
money to help to build a church for
Thy glory. Then look down, O
Father, not merely on his little
efforts of love, but on this glorious
treasury of the merits of Christ and
the saints, and since he their
brother and one with them in grace,
have pity him for the sake of
their and let not only the
Precious Blood of Christ.forgive his
soul—for that it has done already,
but let that flood of love and heroism
pay his debt.

Can you doubt that when the
Church of God prays that prayer it
will not be answered ? At any rate,
the Church does not doubt it.

Well, that is the doctrine
gences. Does it not to you
reasonable and in full accord with all
that we know of Christ and His love?
I am yours very truly,
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL

WORK

CHURCH DOES NOT

LICITY AND GENERAL PUBLI(

LITTLE DREAMS OF GOOD
ACCOMPLISHED
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There are persons who
that Catholies are doing very
practical social work, just
may be found from time
nighted individuals who are sur
prised to learn that the Catholic
Church supports thousands of foreign
missions, says America.
for this ignorance is the aversion of
the average Catholic institution to
publicity. While non-Catholic social
agencies employ “publicity men" for
laudable purpose of inter-
esting the community in their work,
Catholics, rule, so dislike
advertising that they seem to forget
the Scriptural injunction of letting
their light shine before men. This
tendency is greatly to be regretted

In almost all large American cities
splendid Catholic institutions are
doing noble work in the field of social
service unknown to thousands of
Catholics in their own communities,
If these institutions do not adopt
proper of bringing their
activities to the notice of the publie,
it is hard to see with what right they
an complain that the Catholic pub
lic does not support them. Blatant,
advertising are,
but a clear state
ment of an institution’s purpose and
needs would not only be most valu
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CAPIIAL TRUST CORPORATION

Authorized Capital,

BOARD OF DIRE(

g President : M. J.

Vice-Presidents : Hon. S. N.
R. P. Gough,

A. E. Provost, Ottawa.

Hon, R. G. Beazley, Hulifax

F. E. McKenna, Montreal,

E. Fabre Surveyor, K.C., Montreal

Hugh Doheny, Montreal

E. W. Tobin, M.P,, Bromptonville,

Arthur Ferland, Haileybury

Duford, Ottawa,

Managing Director :
Assistant Manager

O’Brien,
Parent, Ottawa
Toronto ; A. E. Corrigan, Ottawa.,

LIMITED

$2,000,000
STORS :

Renfrew

Denis 'Murphy, Ottawa ;

Edward Cass
T, P, Phelan, Toronto
J. J. Lyons, Ottawa
Gordon Grant, C.E
Hon. C. P, Beaubien,
Michael Connolly,
W. J. Poupore
Lieut.-Col. D, R

, Winnipeg

, Ottawa

K.C., Montreal

Montreal

ex-M.P., Montreal
Street, Ottawa,

B. G. Connolly
E. T

B. Pennefather/

OFFICES : 10 METCALFE 8T., OTTAWA, ONT.
NO MAN CAN FORSEE ACCIDENTS, which may occur to any

one of us,
the executor of

you
administration o

'your will,

If you appoint the Capital Trust Corporation

provide for the efficient

your estate and guard against a change
of executors through oeath, sccident or sickness.

Qur

Booklet entitled “The Will That Really Provides,” is Instruc-

tive. Write for a copy.
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