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GREAT POPE, WISE LEADER.

Marion Crawford Sketch of Leo
v X1L

In his new book, ‘' Ave Roma Im-
* mortalis,” ¥. Marion Crawford has an
interesting chapter on Leo X1, It
forms a companion gketch of Mr.
Crawford’s earlier articles on Rome,
the Vatican and the Holy Father which
appeared in The Republic. In his
present work the novelist writes :

Joachim Vincent Peccl, since 1875
Pope, under the name of Lo XUI,
was born at Carpineto, in the Volscian
hi'le, in 1810,  His father had served
in the Napoleonic wars, but had al
ready retired to his native vilage,
where he was at the time a landed pro-

~prietor of considerable importance and
the father of several children. Car-
pineto lies on the mountain side in the
“neighborhood of Segul, in a rock dis
trict and in the midst of a country well
known to Italians as the Cioclaria. This
word is derived from t cloca,” the
gandals worn by the peasants in that
t of the country in the place of shoes,
and bound by leathern thongs to the
foot and leg over linen strips which
gerve for stockings. The sandal, in-
deed, is common enough, or was com-
mon not long ago in the Sabine and
Sa~mian hills, and in some parts of
the Abruzzi, but itis especially the
property of the Volscians all the way
trom Montefortine, the worst den of
thieves in Italy, down to the Neapol-
ftan frontier. Joachim Pecct was born
with a plentiful supply of that rough,
bony, untiring mountaineer’s energy
which has made the Volsclans what
they have been for good or evil since
the beginning of bistory.

Those who have been to Carpineto
have seen the dark old pile in which
the Pope was born, with its tower
which tops the town, a8 the dwelllngs
of the small nobles always did in every
hemlet and village throughout the
south of Larope. For the Peccl were
good, gentie foiks long ago, andthe
portraits of Pope Leo's father and
mother, in their dress of the last cen
tury, still hang in their places in the
mansion. His Holiness strongly re
gembles both, for he has his father's
brow and eyes and his mother's mouth
and chin.

IN IS YOUTH
he teemed to have been a very dark
man, as clearly appears from the por
trait of him pained when he was in
Brussels at about the age of 31 years

The family type is strong. The extra-
ordinary ciear, pale complexion is also
a family characteristic. Leo XNIIL'8
face seems cut of live alabaster, and it
is not a figure of speech to say that it
appears to emit a light of its own.

Born and bred in the Kkeen air of
the Volscian hills, he is a gouthern
Italian, but of the mountains, and
there is still something about him of
the hill people. He has the long, lean,
gtralght, broad-shouldered frame of
the true mountaineer, the marvell
ously bright eye, the cagle features,
the well-knit growth of strength trace
able even in extreme old age: and in
character there i8 in him the well
balanced construction ot a steady caun
tion, with an unerring, unhesitating
decision.

In the matter of physique there is,

indeed, a2 resemblance between 1.20

XIII., President Lincoln aund Mr

(Gladstone — long, sinewy men, all

three of a boay constitution and in
domitable vitality, with large skulls,

high cheek bones and energetic jaws
—all three men of great physical
strength : of profound capacity for
study : ot melancholy digposition and

of unusual eloquence.

Born during the height of the con-
flict between belief and unbelief, Leo
XIIL, by a significant fatality, way
raised to the Pontificate when the
Kulterkampt was raging and the
attention of the world was riveted on

the deadly struggle between the

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND BISMARCUK

—a struggle in which the great chan
cellor found hisequal if not his master

The Pope spent his childhood in the

simple surroundings of Carplneto, than
which none could be simpler, as every-

one knows who has ever visited an

Italian country gentleman in his home
Early hours, constant exercises, plain
food and farm interests made a strong
man of him, with plenty of simple,

commonsense. As & boy he was a
great walker and ¢limber, aud it is

gaid that he was exceedingly fond of

birding, the only form of sport afforded
in that part of ltaly, and practised

there in those times as it is now, not
only with guns, but by means of nete.
The stiff manunerism of the patrl
archi4l systom which survived until re
R

gave him that form 1l tona

and author

itative manner which are so character
istic of his convarsation in privale
His deiiberate but unhesitati oech
makes one think of Got *without
hastoe, without rest \ et formality
ig not of the slow and circumiocutory

gort : on the contrary, 1t 1s ent

cally pracise and helps rather than

mars the sound casting ol each idea
The ’ope's volce is as distinetly in
dividual as his manner of speaking It
is not deep nor very full, but, consid
ering his great a
clear and ringing
incisiveness of sound which gives 1t

great carrying power Pius IN. had
as beautiful & volce, toth in compass
and richness of quality, as any baritone
ginger in the Sistine choir No one
who ever heard him intone the ‘‘ Te

Deum, ' in St. Pater’s, in the old days,
can forget the grand tones. He was
gifted in many ways, with great physi
cal beauty, with a rare charm of man-

ner and with a most witty humor ; and | s

in character he was one of the most

gontle and kind hearted men of his
aay, a& he was also one of the least in~ |

i tees J. J. McCowell, M. Smitk, K ;(~I|«~‘l|1‘~l';.
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itiative, so to eay, while endowed with

tha earlv Roman times

, it is wonderfully
and it has a certain

the high moral courage of boundless
patience and political bumility. Leo
XIII. need speak but haif a dozen
words, with one glance of his flashiug
eye and one gesture of his noilceably
long arm and trantparently thin hand,
and the moral distance between his
predecessor and himself is at once ap
parent. Thereis

STRENGTH STILL IN EVERY MOVEMENT 3
there is deliberate decision in every
tone ; there i lofty independence in
every look. Behind these there may
be kindliness, charity and all the
milder virtues ; but what is apparent
isa sort of energetic, manly trench-
ancy which forces admiration rather
than awakens sympatby.

When speaking at length on any
occasion he is eloquent, but with the

of the logician rather than that of the
persuader. His enunciation is exceed-
ingly distinct. In Latin and Italian
he chooses his words with great care
and skill, and makes use of fine dis
tinctions in the Clceronian manner,
and he certainly commands a larger
vocabulary than most men.

His bearing is erect at all times, and
on days when he is well bis step 18
quick as he moves about his private
apartments. A man who speaks slowly
but moves fast is generally one who
thinks long and acts promptly—a hard
hitter as we should familiarly say
As a statesmen Leo XIIL 18 admitted
to be of the highest order ; asa scholar
he is indisputably one of the finest
Latinists of our time ; a8 & man he
possesses the simplicity of character
which almost always accompanies
greatnese, together with & healthy &0

briety of temper, habit and individual

taste rarely found in those beings
whom we call ‘ motors "' among men.
It is commonly said that the Popa bas
not changed his manner of life since
he was a simple Bishop. Heis indeed
a man who could not easily change his
habits or his opinions. He is & great
Pope. There has not been his equal
inteilectually for a long time, nor shail
we presently see his match again.
There he stands at the heac of the
holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic
Church, as wise a leader as any whoin
our day has wielded power, a8 gkilled
in his own manner as any who hold
the pen, and better than all that, as
straightly simple and honest a Chris
tinn man as ever fought a great hattle
for his faith's sake.

IN SPITE OF IS GREAT AGE

ipartments, After Mass he break

in the Vatican gardeus, a reminis

At 10 o'clock he takes a cup of broth

earlier, he dines, and he is most abste

generally walks or drives in the gar

were caught in the garden in 15

sary.

able to say that the Pope is i1l.”
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elequence of the dictator and sometimes

the Holy Father enjoys excellent health
and leads a life full of cccupations
from morning until night He rises
very early. Of late he frequently
gays Mass in & chapel in his private

fasts upon coffee and goat’s milk, and
thig milk is supplied from goats kept

cence of Carpineto and of the
mountaineer's early lfe. During
the mornings the Pope recelves
Cardinals, Bishops, ambassadors,
who are going away on leave,
or who have just returned,
princes and members of the Roman
nobility and distinguished foreigners.

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon, or a little

mious though he has excellent diges
tion. When the weather is fine he

dens. DPapal gendarmes are lodged in
the gardens, and it is thelr duty to
patrol the precincts by day and by
nieht. The fact that two dynamiters

proves that a private police is neces

From the cupola of St. Peter's the
whole extent of the Vaiican grounds is
visible, and when the Pope is walking
the visitors over four hundred feet
above stop to watch him, He has keen
eyes and sees them also. * Let us
show ourselves,” he exclaims on such
ceeasions. ** At least they will not be

His favorite poets are Virgil and
Dante. He knows long passages of
each by heart and likes to quote them.

REGIOPOLIS COLLEGE — JAN. 3,

The Business and Shorthand Dapart
ment of Regiopolis College, Kingston,
ig in effect, a Business College under
the management of Mr. A. Blanchard,
a Chartered Accountant of Ontario.
As the ingtruction is given individu-
ally, students can complete & Business
or Shorthand Course in from four to
gix months, 'The Scholarship costs
The plan of moathly payments
will suit you. Arrange now for a
course, a8 the next term hi‘;:\\l.*;l“\ll_ 3
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MAIL ORDER MEASURES.

Catalogue forwarded on request
Samples of cloth at any of our prices.
Send following measurements, taken
moderately close (with a reliable tape .

Chest measure, over vest, close

up to arms.

Waist measure,} over trouser’s

band only.

Length of arm, from armpit

geam to cuff, close up to crotch, down
to shoe seam.

Lengtn of leg (erect, position

along inseam.
State age, weight,height and whether
average bulld, over erect, stooping
back, sloping-shoulderd, short stour,
portly, slender or tall stout.

Eoclose 10 per cent. of price select

od. viz. : of $1000, 1200, $15.0¢

818 00, or $20.00.

Examination at express office per-
mitted before you accept garments

Your money back if dissatisfied, less
express charges—20 cents each way

ROBERT M. BURNS,
Proprietor Fit-Reform Clothiny
Wardrobe, 150 Dundas Strect
London, Ont.

TAE CATHOLIC ALMANAC OF

ONTARIO.
wllent, Annual may now be obta

Carnonie Recokrn ol Price
cents, each  Per dozen, $200, °
tion is by far the most complete, int ¥
and instructive that has yet been issued 1
should command a large sale, as it 13a b
that will be found most useful in every Ca

l'e home in Ontario

Return Ticke!s wiil be sold as
fo lows

GENERAL PUBLIC
Sinuvle First Class Fare, going
Dec 24 h,2. : return 2
i g until Dee :
Single F !
One-vuird, going Ll !

b ; returning until Dec.2sth, |

5, CPR
TEACHERSand STUDEN IS of \

(On surrender of Certifieate (Pl
signed by Principal.) CPl
SRingle First Class Fave ar Pl
One-Third, going Dec. 10th to i
d1at, 1808 relurning uaiil Jan (S
18th, ) Ch
Between all stations in Can Pl
1a, Port Arthur, 8, 8, Mare, CVPl
1 i
1 Pl
S Y Pl
Baffalo, M. Y. {
COMMERC'L TRAVELERS :

)i present tion ot Commer (
cial Travellers’ Railway Uer C
tificates, (

Siuele First Class Fare, gol P}
Dee. 17¢h 10 260h ¢ Pl
ing unt 1 .Jax

Boiween all sin s inCan
adn, Port Arthur, 8. 5. Marle,
Windsor aud Kast, i
. E. McPHERSON, Asst, Gen,  (

Passr. A 1, 1 King S. E., (

l'oroNTO, Cl

(
CPRCPRCPRCPRCPR (

1899

BENZIGER'S _»

CATHOLIC

«_HOME

ANNUAL

SIXTEENTH EDITION

Benziger’s Catholic
can now be had, Year by year its pubishers
have added new and additionally interestini
features to this popular Annual until this yea:
it can truly be classed as the Annual par ex-
cellence, the very best Catholic writers beins
contributors to its pages. It containa :
Frontispiece : A Beautiful Colored Pictura ol
the Crucifixion.

« A Christmas Carol” (Poetry).

Calendar for each month.

 The Impossible "’ Story by Maurice Francia
Egan. With 2 Illustrations.

Some Funny Advertisements (Prosel.

Full Page Illustration : ** Out For a Ride.”

“Thoughts on the Third and Fourth Commar d-
ments ;' by Rev, Ferreol Girardey, C. 35,
K. (Prose). With 2 Illustrations

Story : ' A Winsome Maid,” by Clara M
hoiland. Illustrated.

‘“ Pen e

ome Annual for 5%

The Key to Heaven :” a Story
Shrine of Our Lady of
Bin qrest N

(Poetry).
f Pippa By Marion Amed
Story. With lllustratio

W The Miraculous Medal ™’ (Prose.) By Rev

A. Lambing. Illustrated.

e Illustration : ** The Christening

rize Story. * The Doctor's Comproirs
By F. P. Guiltoil. Ilustrated

v Blessed Gerald Majella.” (Prose)

« Donatienne.” By Rene Bazin, Story.
Iilustrated.

Full Page (llustration : * The Crowning of tho
Blessed Virgin,

List of common English Christian names, with
signification and name days.

Resides other illustrated articles, it also gives

gome of the notable events of the year 1897 18

W ith numerous illustration, calendars, agtron-

omical calculations, ete., etc.

Single Copies, 25 Cents Each.

$2.00 per Dozen.

Address:

THOS. COFFEY,

180 King Street,

pen Night and Day.

Telephone—House 373 | Factory 545

S—

)

London, Ont,

Undertakers and Embalmer (]

VOLUME XX,

I @he Catholic Rs

;m;lon Ssturduy. D?cexﬁbe

[ PRESBYTERIANS 01
TREAT."

The Church Economist gta
Presbyterian pastors of Nes
have, forthe ‘‘ deepening of t
life,” determined upon mak
treat " every year. We cc
them on the adoption of such
tion. It cannotbut be produ
ing good, and we hope th
Splirit, by whose power alo
according to the Apostle,the
may guide and enlighten t

SISTERS' HERO

Some of the newspapers
fail to chronicle the incider
fight, or the vagaries of an
lic preacher, are strangel
regard to the noble wom
ministering to the victim
bonic plague in Vienna.
thelir unselfish devotion wi
music in ears that have |
with reports of mock her
volunteers were asked
the sick the Sisters offere
ices, and, accepting the ¢
they were not to come o
were dead, or the plague
went gladly within the
the pest house.

Such cherity s of the |
The love of a mother is,
and holy, tinged witha ¢
of selfishness ; but the |
out to all, irrespective
creed, is on a higher p!
love finds an abiding-p!
consecrated to God. I
blazon the catalogue of
on mankind by the Chur
men deny her migsion
acter she can point to
that the charity with °
filled on the day of Pé
Holy Ghost abides still
marks her out as the(
How poor and pitiful i
ing about the brotherho
compared to the practi
deed of the Sisters of
individuals whom they |
but who persovified fol
deemer, they went as |
hospital as men to a
Ihis story of heroism ist
what the pure sunligl
and noisome tenemen
enthusiasm and strikes
generous waters of
That deed is the best
+hat cenld be given to
BETHLEHEM'S L

SHININ

Before the coming of
like unto the simple fc
village who have a leg
city, and tell you wh
gound of distant bells
bells of the buried ci
They also could narra
drous indeed but too 8
could tell of a city bu
the earth was young,
every beauty that cou
tel'igence and every
touch the heart. Gr?
charity brooded o'er i
dwelt therein had G
and friend. But the
ence rushing from ov
defaced(its beauty &
the marks of guilt, ¢
debt. Such is the
fireside of an age the
age of gold. They
remembrance of thal
rnd grace in which
wasg originally const
hearts was sounding
far-off time when
man and spoke t0
friend. And tt
wrought by &in ral
geparation between
or, never was ther
relinquished findin;

Even when primi
came faint and blu
vice corrupted th
sought the God W
Ho looked for Hi
threw his fooligh im
bronzs and marble
And in the fullnes
to satisfy the pa
mankind, and to
back to the path of
Hs came ou the
hem as a little Cb




