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DEMONSTRATIVE FEEBLENESS.
| S
he ©Ontario Gevégrament had Ge e~y restling
1igh with a peck (u‘;‘”).’l]) trouble over the grant-

"‘ll Ol a concession 141 m)‘;‘nc on !}l(r ri-_:lu of way, north
and soutlé of Cobalty ty¥he 1 emiskaming and North

Ontario Railway (k&rnui.smu,x. Premier Whitney
st SPring announckd ll\:g terms on which the
wongside the: Govgrnmnt railroad could be

'h& Railw 1y Commissi

crn
u;inrr;;l
mined.
1 advertized . for tenders on

4 \ ; y
the W\ }H!n«‘_\ minimum ¥erms. No bids were made -

and Qe (“3\&\\‘-\‘\\\“’ )1”\1\'11(']'\ sodd the ¢ MICESS10n fo
an Ottawa syndicaté 1’«,,r§;~";(:‘(‘nn casf, and a flat rate
Ol 25 per cent. of the \‘.’lhhz of mineral extracted after

paymmg operating expenses.

In the syndicate wergthe son of Railway Commis-
sioner Murphy, of Oftawg®: and the business partner of
L ulmm\\imn»r. #)pposition newspapers con-
demned this private i\Y\'l\@,;t‘!)lt‘!H. which, like all acts

" the Commission, \\.15.;_~rxl;y('«‘r to the veto of the
Liettenant-( 10Vernorsn-Cunecil. : '

the same

I'hé"Government ad-
FIC COMmMISSion to Bvithdraw
and advertis¢ afresh.

ment had done the ri-\'lltl_d))in; But a disagr eable
clement Was H\\Y”‘HHCU& ilﬁ? ﬂu- case }l‘\ the asse TT\;HH
of a disappointed <*?rn<w-~~§;'n;m'(' that members of the
Lovernme nt, in 1‘~Hfi'hn($ with thé conce ssionaires,
1al even H 7])‘1]1«‘1111(‘1 of some other party,
»o0o higher ghan (§hat of himself and friends

1 - »
would remam in agu* same hands Of course,

VISCd L rom the bargain.

Evellybody said that #he Goversi.

were $i«

,h"w‘ l.« ASC

(uﬂ('.l:m-\ v]t'nin‘vl the ac-
£ this versiom of ‘J counference ; though they
admitte I suggesting that a rifling l]l\.’l']\.’l”lol'\’( in rhi-
Did of the MNidwa I,(-(q,\}rg

h

night not militate against

nt the

nerits of ;),,»é,‘;;;r,,\v'y‘\\ as between the

Government, “ifs new SpapeR enemies, and the baulked
Ottawa_copcessionaires, . it swk\((( be profitiess 1o enter
1T ¢ AS 1s .r}\\.:\s thegrasé when pubjic adminis
TRlors el a S)H\'[!l('\\ ;ruum. . general conditions
and princi tre. cogeer(d’ af yital importance 1
and econ : nduct of @iblic affairs. The ¢ mtario
GAvernmest

\"\

art
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, 0 4 \ hi< v',."-,-\ly‘u ss of
W‘,,r.u tepeilant al " -
SR TEheNant abom I, ecause 1t

N ‘,\Y'-m:l‘)\‘\ tbr MOost emment 'on this

T rent for lasty- hongsty gud freedam fyom oiside

fHuence There is nothinge pharisaical about its
O I Pren 1€F }Hb;t'\" exhibits occasionally

#e t ult indhis dependence and strayghy
whlkir But! even integrity has

< simply  the
cnting @f prgfessions made i OPHOLY

e W ‘ \ i .
< Mr. Whitniey is in }‘H;’h{ﬁz"‘.. enjoving for thé first
timie centact with the Mothd® of Carliaments; obsery.
%4 ’l’! de -‘ .”E‘,'»('y‘i.n] ile at )!r':ulr‘,r.".n' rs, anrcr
aliving  hniself for tan gxpert on _<€ocio-pol¥tical
oblems by «

muning witlg men (ike General Booth

1es 'whom he ]('fr;}):«‘}lflyll are as honest as
self. They mav notihe tite-as shrewd: or Quite
as independent if 7‘““.‘ W 'W, they \HX"’L\' \\l‘\‘kvc: not
. )\ b i
tve mmitted the cutious 9:71:1;1/('!‘ which has (is
oniched (hate W Pl 1h R e ’
LSS ‘;(, e .(W\."HQ'_Hf tgl(‘ Ten 1ska; Qe o
S ¢ ‘ . )
Wher thie Ka she \g‘l' weakness they h:
THAPS 1O done ¢ n "lnl ren :‘\ Y’"‘-"‘ what Prén incial
efsewhere Wouldhave doned Theh hai
v f | onize ‘that e dav has® come when
Y ot | . \ .
mny { can reallv afford ta he sStrong 1n a strong
untry, and t discriminate & he tween storms  th 1
S€7 pass over, and L.’l\v vvvf;w rnfanent trac and
¢ disturbances of the |m}1hr:|l atmosphere which
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There are times 2\'11071 ministers of
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)\'Hl ws how many

Valume 40.

Crown do well to be conciliatory—or

cohciliatory.

0 appear to pe
Fhere are other tlmc;—&“\‘ ““\\. Oceur
more frcqucml_\ than most ministers su,sl)ccz'_wh“\

" - . . %
they can with perfect salety and htting Propriety, te)) B

an importunist who 1ooks fuﬂllldil(]((, but is Nnot, to go
to blazes. i
\\ )]_\ on earth the cabinet of the Province of Qg- \.
tario should have held intimate tonverse with g,
Ottawa l‘”ll)]t.‘lll_\ promoter is surcl)' (’C_\U“d \h(‘ COm- :|
[‘r't'hu}wun ol any man accustomed to deal with the ;
cveryday! affairs of, a considerable business, The &
" Cabinet has a very proper right 10 review the Conduet 9§
ot t}'xr Commissigners \\hn‘,' owe their appointment (1)
1L The Temiskaming Railw ay Commission of three = |
5 the board of directors responsible for the proper con. |

ll‘n\‘l of that enterpiise. The :Iclcgatiwn of rcsp()“si- ‘
\nl.)]_\ n such a case must be large;
interfergd with from above,
be wisely selected, given
the Lovernment : and.
some fundamental

{

and only rarely
v

e

The commissioners must |
the complete confidence of
except when they depart from
principle of administration,
rovernment must be to their faults d (l“(\ {\l\“d
'he Commission blundered ),.’1411.\' in ~<'11mg the
Coneession to the Ottawa syndicate without advertis-
.8 @ sccond ume for tenders. Such a blunder 18, in
itself, almost When it is proved.that the

the

1 incredible.
fayored parties are closely associated with one of the
ommissioncts in other affairs, the proceeding i Yo
Suspicious to partizan cyes, tat it is ‘ll”(k' HHpUSSiNQ
10 perceive how men like Mr. Cecil ‘B. Smith and Mr. .
Englchart could haye dreamed fur‘ a moment that it
would be permitted to stand when ance the facts were A
known. n a manly letter Mr.
newspaper controversialists.

His letter has cost

,\',‘_nith has joined the +
His time -is valuable
than the readvertising

No little parsimony in
p

much more
¢ \
(8) § T)l(' lease would have done.

the advertisement world surely ever cost s6 much-as  §
this classic instance ‘of false (k‘uuum\', That such a
,\))'vr'l\iglnwl method was uri.qina”_\";ul-f{’twl would
create doubt as to whether the men apppinted to look
after a railroad which js prumarily a colonization enter-
prise, HHI!(‘Y'\Y.“H)" the first essenitials in dealing with a
public, enterprise, were it nat that there'is a peculiar
“kittleness™ in publicly-owned business which it is
extremely hard :x!\\::_\‘; to appreciate. I'uur()arl(’rS
etlween thi Lovernment and its ('un:m;"\\iun lasted =

7

davs

serennd a further praof of {ack of wnderstanding
ot 4{1\1\;‘T\‘|':1'»Y¢~ situation.

’S‘h(‘ Riill\.‘\'ulr\ (lw!!‘.x‘."‘,\ﬁwn had put :?S:')r‘
diculous a:pasture v\h"“ '.Hl.\\)w&_\' )””
vermment would have seen that re-advertises
was "?Il \ ﬁ‘(l]l!(', The acting Premier need only
JI.A’»("‘C('({(lI that \‘“\\\‘(\\“‘-\m 0 ﬂ)(;_ quHHIlII‘qt'H. aml
left it to make its peace witli a sensitive public, which

into so

| a IH(‘!H})(‘T ot
the- G

menm

\“’HV\‘\. }Ifl\' ]M‘t‘!l (1‘»!10 fIHYHw]i.’(T«)»\' and ir..n)\}) with-
out a tithe of the humilging experience which has
}u‘”vr.\\ ed the clumsier \\';}«i\' of 114:[{1(\7 (han\ Tae Com-
mssioners, taced with a clear, sharp isswe. would have ?

had too much sense to make 1t a2 matter of their life or

death as publiec servants, [f they had chosen ((‘Sit“&’ . "_
hoh rather than revision, the chojce would have been
its only, but its sufficient Justification. There was no
need to make a public display of the hurrying to and

1Iro, ’))l' ANXious protesfs of the Ottawa svndicate, and
least af all ti ttand g : "o p
ast at g ¢ al at a Cabinet council of Mr. )
Dickson.” - In @ see the Cabinet, Mr.
\ M -
Smith was degract 7 ',‘7:‘/’;"7111".\' of the Commis-

sio. - T1 ’ z ' ' : y '
o The ' Cabinet, in seemg him was. with sublime in-
pDutting

Fénd ngin pickle a t¢ W for its own bhack.
SOM ¢ t the Cabinet are They to have

Known that such Scussion on such a subject wonld
pre assertions, There jsmo wisdom
Mr

ousness,

lawvers ought
1

a
vok® a

onflict of
in a multiplication
[Dickson, with he

Premier, the

:,!\7"1?::'7!\
result that
Provincial

But thev saw
next dav the acting

Ereasurer, and goodness | §

other Cabinet ministers, werd found

'\C“\"“_\' "\‘Yﬁ\il]'\' in the public press, the ek-parte
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statcments or a cuml;;u-n
From all points o1
trivial piece of busine
(qll{((ttl' m for urv.11n.'u"\'
mission.; and exposes a
ment admimstrative 1
judicial to the ra-uumfx
There is too much-obvic
favor of this séction*o
of the Crown. Palit
opinion ; statesmen seld
their jobs, they must |
getting public opinion
W ',-rrh‘\ {;uhln' Ul!l”ltﬁ.”'
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ing Jease has been han
terest ; and most of all
men who fail to (]isting
feeble things \11’1»))}_{\
strong things ~rrwn~‘\'l'\.
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even .'Izwu;“'.h their cyes
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Presyon, the retiring o
l'.x.'rw[u‘, on a peripatet

Lovern:

trade with the countries
Preston’s ability and sn
the United Kingdom
eminently fit him for hi:
more than merely sup
which has been carried
the Minister of
countries. The field is
of view, mare difficult t«
Mr. Macl.ean, the (
Tokio regrets that Cai
adequately  displayed

and calls fo
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prospectus ;
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the uitimate intention of
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