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Seripture Interpretation, 321

inspiration of the coflection made.

No one ecan believe in the inspiration

of the Bible who does not bhelieve in the ilhl»il';xlinlv of the Church. Dut
by the Church here we do not, like the Romanists, mean the pope and

the councils,  'We mean the body of genunine believers, the majority of
Spirit-tanght men of God, not the organized visible Church, but the in
visible. To every regenerate man true Seripture has a self-evidencing
power., It sln':ll\\ for itself, anthenticates itself as \\ul'l]x_\’ L} its contents
It is accepted as canonical beeanse it speaks to the soul with a divine
might, satisfying the conscience.

It has witness borne to it |~_\ the ”-:l_\
Spirit in the heart of the believer,

So there comes about in the course of
time a common consent of the children of God, climinatine that which is
of lower value, of a merely national or temporary character, and conse
crating that which on the whole is best fitted to survive. Tt is a process
of supernatural rather than of natural sclection, because made by the
Divine Spirit dwelling in the souls of holy men.

And this same proecess or power which has settled the greater question
of the canon is the only one that can really settle the

how this or that part of the canon, this or that partic
understood,

lesser questions of
ular verse, is to be
It has ruled out certain books from the Bible, and put others
which have been admitted into a distinetly sccondary position.
also be trusted to mal

It can
a distinetion between certain portions of hooks,
and say this or that, though in an accepted canonical book, cannot be the

veritable word of God. DBut this is a different thing, be it noted, from

subordinating the word of God to the consciousness of any individual ;
a very different thing also from making the unillumined, unsanctified,
haughty, independent reason of the natural man a judge and eritie of the
divine word, We do neither of these things,  What we s 1y is that the
spirit-guided intelligence of the hody of sanctified or Spirit-horn persons is
the best, highest, most authoritative interpreter of the written word that
we can possibly have.

This clears up, we think, in great measure th
Church and the Word.

important relation of the
Each supports and correets the other.  Neither
can be independent of or absolutely and in all things superior to the other.
The Bible is dependent for its existence and interpretation upon the Church,
The Church is dependent for its development and purification npon the
Bible. One and the same Divine Spirit is the creator and life of both,

These rules, we believe, are in full accord with the trend of modern

biblical study which has been so rapidly advancing in the last fifty years.
Out of them may be gathered perhaps a working theory as to the true

place of the Bible. The Book should not be made a fetich or a despot to

fetter the conscience and bind the reason of those that are conscious of

being directly guided by God. There should be no bibliolatry, no blind

Room must be made for all facts, from
There has been in the past too much deifying
We are finding out that it is the Spirit which maketh alive,

adherence to traditional views.
whatever source they come.
of the letter,
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