
it is as liable to destruction as the most inflammableI.OAK».
Yf»r Nmrniber. Iiicn-nf h Me- 

t naae in >rsr building, and gave as an illustration the Home Life 
Office, New York, which, although professing to be 
fire-poof, was partially destroyed by reason of thc

»
4»5<N?I,097 Inc. 46,015.501 
l5t.Hl4.5H9 Inc 6! >20,116
207,915,47:1 Inc. 4;i,f»9l,4l9 fire from an adjoining property passing through its
224*654,M iTe. *2,46?.*to windows. He explained that the testing chambers
inlsvni inc are built of brick-tbc smallcr ones **'"6 10ft-I(luarc

Inc. l-kfiTti.Mn inside and the larger 10 ft. by 22 ft. 3 In., and that the 
method of producing heat is by gas, which is con­
veyed to the chambers by cast-iron pipes, and the 
supply regulated by valves and dampers, the record 
of the temperatures obtained being by means ol 
electrical pyrometers similar to those employed in the 
Royal Mint, He first dealt with the test employed 
with an ordinary floor with deal joists and door, 
the sortit of w hich was protected by asbestic plaster 
applied on ordinary wood lathing, which was sub­
jected to a 45 minutes test with a temperature in­
creasing from 500 degrees to 1,500 degrees. The 
next test explained was to a floor of similar con­
struction, but the protecting material was slag wool 
1 )a in. thick, the duration of the test being one hour 
with a gradually increasing temperature to l,8co 

Actuarial Society of Glasgow, on the evening of degrees lle lhen dca|t wilh the fire-resisting qua- 
Monday the yth inst., Mr. I). L. l.aidlaw, Glasgow ,ities o| sinlple b^k, of timbcr g in. thick, laid side 
manager of the North llritish and Mercantile Insur- jjy ,jj^ ,spaces between being filled with fireclay 
anee Company, presiding. An inqiortant address tqion 
“ The Results of some Fire Tests with Fire Resisting
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FIRE TESTS.

At the monthly meeting of the Insurance and

grout, but the soffits not being protected, the test in 
this case being of 80 minutes, with an increasing 
temperature to 1,000 degrees. Mr. Marsland after­
wards dealt with floors constructed of fire-resisting

Materials, conducted by the llritish Fire Prevention 
Commitee," was delivered by Mr. Ellis Marsland, 
district surveyor for Camberwell, London, who was maleria|s as rcquircd under Section 74 of the Lon- 
recently elected Master of the Worshipful Company don BuiMing Act, thc most severe test described 
of Tilers and Hricklayers. Thc Chairman, in in­ being of two hours'duration with a maximum heat 

of 2,300 degrees ; and also described the tests ap­
plied to fire-proof floors. Proceeding, he explained 
thc construction of fire-resisting partitions and those 
composed of incombustible materials, with paiticulars 
and results of thc tests employed, as well as the rt. 
suits of tests applied to doors of ordinary construc­
tion, those constructed of iron, and metal covered 
doors, concluding wilh thc tests applied to protective 
coverings to windows and forms of glazing which in 
themselves resist, at least for some time, thc action

troducing thc lecturer, acknowledged in suitable 
terms the obligation under which the Society was 
placed by Mr. Marsland, who, only an hour pre­
viously, had arrived from London for ihe express 
purpose of addressing thc members.

Mr. Marsland, in his opening remarks, stated that 
by permission of the executive of thc llritish Fire 
Prevention Committee he was enabled to give some 
account of the tests and experiments with fire­
restsling materials conducted by them in thc hope 
that they may prove of interest to those engaged in 
building operations, and to those who take or have 
any interest in preventing the spread of fire. Thc 
experimental tests so far undertaken have dealt with 
floors of simple forms of construction deemed to be 
fire-resisting only, partitions of various fire-resisttng 
constructions,doors both of wood and iron, or a com­
bination of both, and protective coverings to open­
ings, and methods of glazing, which in themselves 
form a protection from fire. He remarked that thc 
letter is a very important factor in dealing with fire 
prevention, as, however fire-resisting a building may 
be in itself, unlew it can resist a fiie from thc outside

ol fire.
Thc lecture was illustrated by numerous lantern 

-lidcs, and at its close a very cordial and hearty vote 
ol thanks was accorded Mr. Marsland for his ad­
dress.

>

The Atlas-Pelican amalgamation has been objec­
ted to by the High Court of Justice, London, ow ing to 
the capital of the Atlas lieing relieved from liability 
under its life policies. The difficulty will lie got ever 
a> the stockholders have approved of the amalgam­
ation. and. if needful, will secure legislation to make it 
legal.
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