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ptalions and trials, 
d willing to render 

we need under every cir- 
tance in life that we may always 

umph. Our lives are not the product 
of chance. An all-wise and gracious pro­
vidence rules, and

with us in all our tem 
and that he is able an 
the assistance

not It is able to breast the 
Its precious cargo of sou.s 

Even so we are
whether or 
storm and carry 1 
to the deslreu h.
tested from time to time to prove whether 
we are fitted to assume the responsibilities 
and duties which Uod would lay upon

lo use the figure employed by 
er, as the gold tried in the lire is pun- 
thereby, separated from all alloy and 

heterogeneous substf ^ces, and proven to 
be pure by enduring the action of the 

unimpaired, so the fiery trials through 
ch we are called to pass tend to purify 

the life, revealing and removing what is 
false oE superficial, and proving what is 
genuine and-----

Sometimes, too, we are disposed to
think that our lot is especially hard. Wo
.ïïjecTed1^ mL'tton urtlhmrlïy «JJ. »» JJ «M.ÿ

and perhaps are inclined to murmur, or Wed. Keb. is. obey nod. . .i.eh. mi n
u M M to excuse our unfaithfulness on Thu., Keb. hi. ou-.iun.-e rewarded * “ “

fc.Kuu. ÜSSSÏSStt. "3W811 the "ground of our exceptional trials. And m. .'"SAIS
Wed., Keb. w. The tempisiiue petition Matt.... « i.i this uiipears to have been about the post
R-S it iSÆSi'Xr Kon.“i, u'i! .10» ». 0» corinthisn chri.u.n«u'»*>£ We n
Sat.', Keb. is. Christ's temptation Mail. t. i n i»aul wrote. Surrounded as they selves of the

In dealing with this aubjeet. it might be they “no doubt found «"Jï »'
well In the very outset to point out the [f dilcard all ,helr heathen prac- “ a°y.
significance of the term " temptation, as to absolutely renounce the religion indispensable to spiritual knowledge,used in the Word of GudThe word evl- tlces.^to ^ and to turn their ^^^ n^t only sLk an intellectual

tly has a twofold meaning. 8o*“ backs completely upon parents, friends, understanding of it, but also make spiri-
times it is used to denote testing or try- ial CUHtoms, and all that they had so application of it to our own char­
ing, as, e.g., in Jas. 1. 2. where the J£““held most dear. And hence hey ^r^aconduct The Ideal for Bible
apostle says, My brethren, count it all 8eemed inclined to render only a dlvideo . (u our devotionaL service, and
Joy when ye fall into divers temptations. alleglanre and sought to justify them- eVerywhere, is Intellectual light and spirl-
knowing this, that the trying selves on the ground of the character of tuai ywarmth And so we desire to ap-

eth patience. At other times ™ envir0nment. But the apostle ^,.^8 subject as earnest souls who
the sense of sol.i-.taUon to ^ them from any such J^‘to knoi the truth that we may live

erroneous conclusion, and so he assures
•auently it may be them that the temptations to jWch t ey Kollowlns the leadings in . 
dine 1 both This are exposed are after all only nu h a passages, we shall ask. and seek to an-

however, need pot u,b,n .uy sert- « ^ q“e"

me difficulty, since In every case a careful “ ™ ltrength, but will always pro- «one concerning oneoie 
study of the context, together with the » " (or their escape. And here uob's 0L1I„ IO oainlaBCg
general analogy of Scriptural leaching ■ 'have a promise that ie most lx,»g !
will enable us to arrive at the truth. ■“ ' , and comforting to us. No

Temptation, then. In both these senses ™“url 5 , °°r environment may be. or The law of God came to King Saul, as
has ever been the common lot of all ™att«r thal are arrayed against us. related In our «ret passage, at the
Christians, nor does there seem to be the lore environment, and of an acknowledged prophet

reason for believing that we God U tnlgl tier tn^^ ^ aga|a8[ „„ lnd Through Samuel came the divine com- 
ver In this life get beyond Its reach. F baab"“omlB,d that he will not permit mand to Saul to wage war against Israels 

permanent factor in human ex- he has P . , beytmd our ability to ancient enemy. Amalek, and not to tak
with which we all have lo “» to be templeo neyuu any boot,. The reason was no doubt to

plations will vary, but r“"t- . , and ,ga|n In 4. 15. hold the motives of the Iaraellt“ ™ ‘
ther all will be tempted ln ,H, ' "nr„„.nted as our High Priest. high plane. They were executioners of

and tried. The rich man may be tempted Christ *■ P k atonement for our God's will, not marauders seeking plun_
through his riches, and the poor man a mi «= ?“ a0me important respects, how- der." Saul's duty was clear for he
through tils poverty; the ...............an sins- ,,L , t differed from the Jewish knew God spoke lo hlmthroughSamuek
through I Is wisdom anil the unlearned ever, Ch Th a8 Bln(ui „,en were - And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba
through 1,1s Ignorance One may be tried “*bp.b. „e(.eBalty of first offering sacrl- knew that Samuel was established to be 
by adversity, another by prosperity, one B ‘ ,nr tt.elr own sins before making a prophet of the laird, and Saul knew It. 
by sorrow, another by happiness. I may ™e r r B|na o( the people, but To Solomon the commands and pro­
be tempted from within, you may be atonementlor in h was sinless mises of the Lord came as an Inspiration
tempted from without. But of this we Çlmist. Ha“,mal sacr|nce, as pre- „f a noble night-vision. In Gideon the
may rest assured, all will be tempted. Thy law gut he sacrificed his Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by
Nor can we reasonably cherish the hope “crlbed by l™8a(.r|flce waB to be re- „|ght; and God said. Aik what I shall
of exemption from such during our na- ””” d a„mlally but Christ's was once give thee." Solomon asked for
tural life here. They generally speaking, were derstandlng heart: and God promised this

Neither is it clear that such a condition for alb ‘“/unsympathetic, but Christ to him. and also riches and b°"°L
would be desirable or best for us even if merciless s J p hlm8el[ our hu- |„„g life If he should obey the Lords
It were attainable. For, while Christ adUm y himself to temptation, commands,
taught us lo pray. " laiad us not Into manlty. i- P . and mte„ the God's claim to our obedience
temptation." he nowhere promises his suffered In our s ead, an ^ (a aU our ua |n bo,h these ways : by the messages
people Immunity from the trials and con- d®appaf y nd trlatB *• He was in all of prophets and apostles, and by the In­
flicts of life, but rathet assures us that Itruggies an (goplt splration of the highest In our own
in the world we shall have tribulation points tempted like as .. , toke „earto. “ Be mindful of the words which
and admonishes us to " be of good cheer. apart , ture In us were spoken before by the holy prophets,
at. James, too, as we have already seen. R. apart from »e sinful ^ other and q( comm,ndment of us the apos- 
exhorto the Christians to whom he wr tes. which was not in Lh ^ ^ ^ are u<t o( ,he Ixlrd an,| Sirviour .
"to count It all joy when they fa 1 Into ^ experienced these things In until the day dawn, and the day
manifold temptations." giving as his rea ?°d having expe I ” the full- arise In your hearts." And God
son for this strange advice that the himself, he In ahl t render the spoken unto us by his Son the Divine
trial of their faith would work patience. est sympathy with un generally Prophet. Christ. Phillips Brooks In M

nee it would appear that the trials aid we require. alzed thJ, aufter- own noble way. tells ns how Christ claims
temp,a,ion, which are Incident^ „ rings In com- = obedience

if's.’asss s»T,a--HK«s-w,dBr:; æmis-sjîsjs
aciers. This life Is simply a probation, psrlsnee if tM„ with us. there Is the source and pattern of all
but If temptation were completely ellmtn- mahle Chr1st to Hilly yh “eomfortlog as- goodness-God; second, he Is a m 
ated. It would cease to be such. The It Is difficult to W, that chrUt a, c|Mr abarp, definite character who
mderle,o7«ro^o Mnj^UbuTt'opmte Ôu7 ^e.t High Priest docs sympathize „ „!, In Pale,line which still shine, with
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