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thing to lose, but possibly much to be 
gained, by sueh an Investigation. By 
all means let the light be turned on. 
Different Loealitiee Require Different 

Ménagement.
Possibly, without exception, the bee­

keeper most prominent before the pub­
lic eye at the present time Is Mr. E. W. 
Alexander of New York. While Mr. 
Alexander has certainly had phenom­
enal success In the matter of keeping a 
■large number of colonies tn one plaje 

, 'with good results, one cannot but think 
'thÿ.t his advice to the general bte- 
keeplng public Is misleading In some 
respects. For example, let us consider 
some points of his management, as 
outlined In December ‘'Gleanings." (Mr. 
Alexander starts on the supposition 
that on April 16th a bee-keeper has 100 
fairly good colonies: by feeding every 
colony every day that no nectar -s 
coming In; each colony will be ready 
to divide by May 26th. By proper 
management the 200 colonies now on 
hand can, by the last of June, be In­
creased to 300, all 1n good shape for 
any flow coming after July ith. vVhlls 
wc do not question that Mr. Alexander 
may be able to do this In his locality, 
In how many other "localities would It 
be possible to attain like results? My 
experience, of course, Is nothing, com­
pared with Mr. Alexander’s, but I could 
never see that early feeding did any 
good; In fact, contrary results were 
more often attained Again, how many 
localities are there that would allow 
even strong colonies to be trebled pre­
vious to the honey flow, and yet yield 
any considerable surplus? As a mat­
ter of fact, four years ago we aver • 
aged 100 pounds per colony, and every 
ounce was brought In before July 1st. 
Even doubling the colonies during the 
laat of May would have proved disas­
trous that year, as the 100-pound sur­
plus was all gathered during the fol­
lowing 26 days. It should be borne 'n

mind that his location Is one In a 
thousand, and that the main surplus 
la from buckwheat, which permits of 
a great deal more time to get colon I s 
ready for the flow than Is the case 
where clover Is the only source of sur­
plus. Mr. Alexander, I believe, class s 
his location as “a fairly good one," but 
we are told by a visitor to his ynrd 
that there are usually 6,000 acres of 
buckwheat In range of his bees. As , 
Mr. Alexander advises none to keep 
bees unless In "a fairly good location," 
methlnks If all took his advice there 
would be few bee-keepers left, and that» 
his territory would be encroached upfflt 
to such an extent that It would pos­
sibly become a poor location. Mr. Al- j 
exandèr's estimate as to what fair re- . 
turns from an apiary of 100 colonies, I 
spring count should be Is $2,126, clear 
of all expenses In an average year, j 

y with honey at 6 cents per pound whole­
sale. It sounds pretty alluring, anl I 
makes a fellow feel like becomlnel 
(temporarily, like John Chlnanmn) I 
citizen of Uncle Sam’s domains anil 
locating In the vicinity of Del inson,| 
N. Y.

(With all due respect to Alex-I 
ander, It 'is our opinion that his tasel 
has been unduly emphasized, anil 
woul be misleading and disastrous to| 
the great majority of less for I a nail 
bee-keepers should they attempt 
follow his system under altogether dlfl 
ferent conditions. Glad that you har| 
pointed this out.—EM.]

Various Wsathsr Conditions.
We notice the revival In “Amerlc^ 

Bee Journal" of the department 
titled "Canadian Beedom." This tie 
It Is being conducted by our frleij 
from Villa Nova» who Is, by the we 
I believe, the only M.P. In our runs 
In a recent Issue we find some cod 
plaint as to weather conditions til 
fall In Ontario; no chance for heesj 
have a cleansing flight before god


