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Abraham." The truth la that Pierre, 
by his faith, his i lellty and his kind

's, was the Abraham uf the Craig 
street church. Eminently domestic in 
his habits, his hume was the centre of 
all Ills joys and affection. He was 
loved by all honest people, as he has 
feared by evildoers. Ills Influence In 
Montreal was deep and 
blessed him with a large 
daughters and two sons. Though poor, 
he tolled hard to give his children a 
good education. One of the daughters 
Dorltl ee, was employed us a Bible Wo
man In Montreal. He 
a successful teacher for many ye 
the Pointe Aux Trembles School.

has done a good 
work us school teacher ami missionary 
Ephise married Mons. Jousse,

A NOTABLE HARVEST IN FRENCH 
CANADA.*

(By Rev. J. Prévost.)

A MEDITATION.
By (leorge Matheson, D.D., L.L.D.

"The Lord rested the seventh day." 
—Exodus 20: 11.

"Jesus answered, my Father worketh 
hitherto."—John 5: 17.

Does the Lord mean to contradict

It would require more than a volume 
to tell the forbearance, the fortitude 
and the zeal of many of the French 
Canadian converts. The missionaries 
had their sufferings, but the families 
who accepted the blessed message had, 
also, to puss through the furnace and 
to drink thg bitter c 
drank. Most of them 
their Guide with courage and faith
fulness. Let us take, as an Illustra
tion, the Plche family.

The great grandfather of this fam
ily, bv the name of Basile, vas born 
in 1778 at Cap Sante. After his mar
riage he came to settle at St. Scholas
tique. He was the father of seventeen 
children.

About the year of 184#, M. Louis 
Marie, a French colporteur, stopped 
at Ills house, offering the gospel. He 
met, there, with the usual revet 
given to missionaries at this early t 
lod. Madame Plche took the bit

good. God 
family—eight

the statement of the Book of Exodus? 
Exodus says, "i" »d rested the seventh 
day"; Christ sa>. "Up to this present 
day my 
labor."
primitive record? No. What he meant 
Is that rest Is not the opposite of work, 
but the opposite of friction. And I 
think our experience must confirm this. 
Is It not true even of physical rest? 
It Is not motion that tries us; 
the Interference with motion. It 
work that makes us weary; It Is the 
Imptdlng 
friction In 
objects, yo’ 
longest and 
of absolute rest, 
bird

up their Muster 
followed Christ

Father has never ceased from 
Does Jesus mean to deny this

nrlette has been

another daughter,

It Is Today 
ed In Mi

the fa mily Is well rep 
Dr. Marcelin Plche,

and in Canada and the United States 
by hundreds of faithful citizens. The 
fruit uf missionary work Is sweet only 
when ripe.

mtreal by

of work.
the air. or In surrounding 
u and I would find In the 
swiftest locomotion a sense 

Why does a little 
grow weary on the wing? Because 

of motion? No. Because of motion In
terrupted. It Is because all thing 
calling to the bird, "Lie down." 
because the pressure of the atmos
phere Is ev

If there were no

and struck the evangelist with vlo- DAILY BIBLE READINGS.
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A few months lat 
sslng throng

the honest but fanatical Bus- 
•oke to him with calmness 

The word of God went

Seed, Eccl. 11 : 1-6. 
rd's House, Isa. 2 : 1-9. 

^Wed.—Justification by Faith, Gal. 2

Thurs.—Arise and shine, Isa. 60 : 1-5. 
Frl.— A praying statesman, Dun. 6 

4-10.

er, Mona. D. Amar- 
h St. Scholastique,It Is en, pa

visited 
lie. He

through his heart as a sword. He 
epted the Bible as the supre 
rlty, and, when Mons. Marie re
ed to the village, Madame Plche 

ran to him, saying, "Come to our 
house! oh, come now—I will not abuse 

pel!"
igeous woman burst out cry- 
asked the colporteur to par-

affection.cry moment stopping Its 
progress, and saying, "You shall 
pass here.” If the bird had less fric
tion It would do more work, and at 
the same time find more rest. When 
God rested he rested not from work, 
but from the friction that 
work. Are you startled that the work
ing of God should have been Impeded 
by friction? I am quite sure It was till 
the birth of a human soul. Do you 
think that the selfish struggle for sur
vival among the beasts of the field 

able to the movement of his

tho Sat. Reckless persecution, Acts 7
54-60.

Imifcded
•'VMPATHY IN THE PEW.

k i much Is said as to what the pul
pit owes to the pew, that we are apt 
to overlook the responsibility In the 
other direction, and to Ignore the fact 
that a luck of sympathy and Interest 
on the part of the hearers Is more than 
likely to have a reflex Influence upon 
the preacher. Dr. Robertson Nlcoll. In 
his recent biography of the late Re 
Dr. Watson (Ian Maclaren), has illus
trated this very forcibly. He says that, 
In the early days of Ills ministry. Dr. 
Watson was not a remarkable preacher, 
but he persisted In refraining from the 
use of manuscript In the pulpit, and 
had merely a sheet of notes.

or strike you. We have the 
The coura 
Ing, and : 
don and forgive.

After his conversion. Basile became 
He presented himself lo 

gave Joyfully u falth- 
for

out

a new man. 
the front, and 
ful testimony 
have been more devoted to duty and 
had more culls for toll and sacrifice. 
We may call him a vigilant watch- 

guarding every point against the 
Its of error. He lived

Basil» was gifted with

was favor 
love? No. It restrained the beauties 
of his wings. It was not the environ
ment for vour Father It was a for
eign atmosphere In his own world. It 
broke the nuptial ring wherewith he 
sought to surround all things.

Lord, It is thy rest In man that has 
accelerated thy work. The movement 
of thy spirit Is faster than of yoreThere 
are fewer obstacles on the line—love’s 
line. The friction has been lifted from 
thy path. Thy rest Is not rest from 
they flight, but rest in the flight. The 
Sabbath broke not thy wing, but the 
Impediments to they wing. The day 
of thy rest has been a day of new tra
vel. Thy message has flush d quicker 
since the birth of man. T le swiftest 
of all telegraphs has been raised by 
the rest which my heart hts given to 
thine—the telegraph of 
tween these points of 
and thy heart—there 
rapid communion. It Is quicker t'r.f n 

ng of an eagle, qulcger than the 
sweep of the wind, 
words of a man, qu

.ught of a soul, quicker than the 
feelings of a heart, quicker than the 
aspirings of a spirit. I have no ti-ru- 
meusure whlob can express the rai -d- 
ness of thy i.'sponse to prx/vr. And It 
Is a rapldness borne of re*., a swift
ness wrought by sympathy, a flight 
made fleeter because friction dl -s. 1 hy 
Sabbath morning Is thy working day.

Christ. Few men

ussau
Christian life, 
a penetrative Intelligence, a vigorous 
conscience, with nil the manners of a 
patriarch. At the age of seventy-five 
he was energetic enough to bend his 

In submission to God. Ho Sometimes his memory would fall. 
"Friends," he would say, "that Is not 
very clear. It was clear In 
on Saturday, but now

Those grand country 
d a

old heart
died In 1872. The Rev. J. A. Vernon, 
who assisted him In his lust struggle, 
xvrote as follows-

"The memory of the Just Is blessed. 
Here Is a French Canadian receiving 

age of seventy-five, 
ty-two years follow-

heart and conscience, to put 
the teaching of his Master." 
lo say that Basile lived long enough 
to see one hundred and ninety-one of 
his descendants. Forty-five of them, 
all Protestants, were present at his 
funeral.

It Is Impossible, In this short paper, 
to write the history of such a large 
family.

died In

my study 
will begin a- 

people 
quaintnever showed Impatience, an 

Highland elder came to him after ser
vice, and said, "When foil are not re
membering your sermon Just give out 
a psalm, and we will be singing that 
while you are taking rest, for we 
are all loving you. and praying for

There Is a beautiful touch of syi 
thetlc nature In those homely phr

spel at the 
r the twen

Ing his conversion, with all his 
In practice 

It is well
!!• -

peace-^-my heart 
is established

quicker than ïhe 
ilcker than the

“CONCESSION OF CONVICTION."
An esteemed correspondent remark

ing upon a recent note on the extent 
hlch public teachers have conceded 

Biblical poe 
belief, writ

on, by the name of Basile also, 
1901, aged elghty-nlne. He was 
of genial ability, an honest cit- 

oble character. Rev. Mons.
sillons at the demand of un-

Izen, an 
Menard spoke of him as "a faithful 
ihusband, an affectionate father, a. 
ffenk and loyal friend, goodness and 
Joy Imprinted on his face." To meet 
him was a great pleasure. His cordial 
handshake was full of Christian life. 
He knew how to make others happy. 
He raised his nine children in tho 
evangelical faith.

Pierre, another chip of the old block, 
died In 1892. at the age of seventy-five, 

s employed as a colporteur for 
upulous and exact 
also unflinching In 

ge of religious duty. For 
years he acted as an elder of the 

evangelical church on Craig street, 
Montreal. Des Islets, one of the mem
bers of the church, said to me one 
Sunday: "I don't know why, but eve 
time 1 look at Pierre Plche, with

and beautiful beard, his vener- 
appearance, It seems to me

lived on both .-iides of the 
unbelieving one and the be-

Havlng 
Bible—the
llevlng—I can testify strongly 
utter futility of attempting to g 
hennis to a church by making 
cessions to sceptics In respect of the 
doctrines and statements of Scripture, 
The only way to win men to Christ, 
Is by proclaiming persistently the Di
vine accuracy, authority and Inspira
tion of the Word of God. But, In or
der to do this, one must himself have 
received the Word of God, "not as the 
word of men, but as It Is In truth, the 
Word of God."

LONG-DISTANCE HEROISM.

It calls for more real heroism to be 
true to Christ and His standards In 
our ordinary, everyday life, than to 
stand the test of physical martyrdom 
for Christ In a foreign 
confronted with the opportunity of dy
ing for our faith, and tha» Is what 
seems to us the commonplac uninter
esting circumstances of humdrum 
home or business life, yer after year 
with no great change In prospect, does 
not seem like a challenge to heroism 
at all. For this very reason It is the 

Endurance Is 
heroic 'han a spirit; It takes en- 

Christ-llfe 
years of unevent- 
llfe honors Christ 

and he honors such a life, as the most 
convincing evidence of the power of 
Christ that the world can know.

field. To be

He irai years. Scr
In business, he wras 
the dlschar

cperience; and we shall 
ontend that the Bible 

ported In a manner that 
mind as well as the

This Is our ex 
not cease to e 
may be supp 
satisfies the 
heart. The old Bookstands; and those 
whq make themselves acquainted with 
Its contents before giving away their 
Judgments to the newest critical theor
ies will assuredly find themselves able 
to stand by the Book.

more of a challenge.
ery
hisdurance to 

thirty, forty 
ful service. Such a

tor-e the 
.Ixty long

able

P. 8. Topic—French Evangeliza
tion—for August 29, 1909. Isa. 6:1-18.
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