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are there, unclean desires and deadly i)assi()ns are
there. Look a^ain at tliat dry tree. .Alai'k the space
it occupies. A living tree might grow upon the very
spot where it stands, if it were only taken away. It

defiles the place. Th(« earth groans under' the evil

hnrden. It is a cundjerer of the ground.

Sinner, tiiou art that dry tree. Multitudes of
persons are hies.sings wlum they live. They know the
world is perishing and thcjy lahor for its salvation,
But men art- no hettcr for your presence npon the
earth. You are no n^al good to them. You may do
something f<jr men's hodies, hut you do nothing for
their souls. You have not l)een an (everlasting hless-

ing to a single person. All your work will die with
time and he foi-gotten in eternity. Thousands ai-ound
you are fruitful trees in the garden of God hringing
forth ripe faith, tender love, sweet hope and peace.
OJod gatiiers their fruit in season and rewai'ds them
thirty, sixty and a hundred fold. But you are harren,
without faith, love, peace, humility, You stand alike
unmindful of God's comn)ands and warnings, — a
cundierer of the ground. But the evil is still worse.
You take up the room which otliers might occupy
with advantage. For example, suppose you are
engaged in husinoss, you have opportunities for
serving God which you hahitually neglect. If you
were dead, some one else, with an eye fixed on the
glory of God might take your place and do a mighty
work in spi-eading ahroad the knowledge of the
Gospel among the perishing. But you occupy the
room cumhering the ground. Or you are a parent
and you have a garden to cultivate for God. But you


