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would c'ortaiiilv I'uiii Ihc eyes to attem])t to

read tlu'iu."

" I liavc H'on many such," observed tho

Idiot, suavelv. "• Even our friend tlie Biblio-

maniac at times has seemed to me to be very

absent-minded. And that reminds me, Doc-

tor," he continued, addressing himself to

the medical boarder. " What is the cause of

absrnt-mindedness? "

"That,"' returned the Doctor, ponderously,

" is it very large ijuestion. Absent-minded-

ness, generally s])eaking, is the result of th(!

projection of the intellect into surroundings

other than those which for want of a better

term I might call the corporeally immedi-

ate."'

" So 1 jiave understood," said the Idiot,

ai)])rovi]igly. " And is abseni-mindedncss ac-

quired or iidierent?
"

Here the Idiot appropriated the roll el'

]u>i neighbor.

" That dej)ends largely upon the case,"'

re])lie{l tlu' l)orti)r, lu'rvoiisly. "Some are

born absent-minded, some achieve absenl-

mindedness, and some have absent-minded-

ness thrust upon them."
*' As illustrations of which we might take,


