
fnvorrmoTif tf, feel that although restrictions were coming along, as long

?H the obevid the law of the land their vested rights would be Pr<'tected^

^.M.onoSe ."o.tlomou ^vill reruon.ber that for -vera! years prior to the

vei-r^^opo 1- so a v^ryligh stanaurd of Uotei b..n« kept by those who

held 1 ceTe. wiUi the r.4.11 that inuny ..f Ihe.s. people were forced to spend

wlatevev profits they .night have made, aud oven ro '"^^
''f/'

"
"/f.^'^;"

t'omply ^vith the rcquireme.its of tho hiw and the orders o the I^icenBe

r?^nn.isc.kn Thoref. .!•(>. I «ay. that had I h;ni the opportunity in 1»16 /o

Mv^i^ic 'd wl a 1 1 ae ju.t said. 1 would have done «o. 1 do not want he

\^^^ iniZumivr^uul ruo or to think that it is my intention that he

eclpTe of the llauor .nuie r.hould bo handed oat U.rgo sums o^ n-"«y-^^^

1 do think that, in ordinary decenry, when y>.u .onlisoate or expropriate or

w atevor vou ke to call it. at lea.sl whon you t:ike poople-s property away

Vom them and their means of existence, which was \\'-^^±^^V:^-J^Z
this pi-eal Province of Ontario is big enough and i ril,-h enough t.) pa> toi

I Lvo in mind the fact .hat f.r years the liquor iralli. of the Province

had under povernment ...atrul become a n.onorol;-. whuh v :'« «"«jf t^«

reasons, i think, for the extraordinary antagonism to the Li.juor License

'^''*

rdiireTt'i*pa^:nng to refer to the remark' made l)y my honourable frienc!,

„K. iir nbeVtnr Xorthumhevlanfi. this afternoon. 1 wi..h I had had the con-

!!„.i-.;^;ft:!J^;e voted with the <),,.os,tion on the policy »f "^"
f
^''"S the

ii-.r (. ontline.l hv th- reeent leader of the Opposition. Mr. Kow-ell. To my

^.'Iui a a"theround ana ,a-oper thing to do. The people of tho Province

::; e u-'v it*"^ r'^> "^'^ '''' the open bar. but 1 .<till think tho people of the

V uvinre !:av.-^om. i^lea of their r.ght- as IJritc.h sabj^ct. and citizens of

this ctaiptrv .Some honourable gentleman speaking here this afternoon

si. niat'tlie gre.t rca.'^on for the passing of the Ontario Temperance Act

nilsi "u n now on the statute book, was the monster pet on presented to

UiePdaiV Minister and the tJovemmr - in the year 191*. . frankly repeat

to-nirht what I said in caucus in ILl.;, uat it rankled deeply in my heart

that "whon tlie Prime Minister received that great (lelegatimi, he and his

Cov^rnment thou.rht it repre.ente.l ihe whole of the people " .Oj-'t^no so

mucli '^o that if I remember rightly, someone m the delegation aciaallj

oross-e'xamin.'d the various ministers a.s to their individual attitudes on the

particular subject. I frankly say to this House. I am ouiy here tor a short

time and when I have finidied my speech to-night 1 have to return to duty

in Ottawa, and the fact thnt my seat may be vacant for the greater part of

1 e session doe., not mean that I have run aw;,y from what ' shall have said

to-nicht It merelv meai..=^ th.at I am still on duty and have to return, having

obtained sufficient" leave to eome down here e.nd. on the first opportunity I

have liad state mv mind on this subject as a public man and as a citizen of

Ontario
' Th.e subject matter of the speech which 1 shall make is one on

which I have thouphr a great deal .nid on which I still think I am right.

Mv PC -tion in tl ;s war has lieen very small, but [ have Had the privilege

r^f ^r'-vine^ome si: numths iii the front, :ind on my leave to Canada, in 1917.

1 WT.S r(>tained 'i-tc, v.n dutv. but d^iring the period I spent in France amid

thp'hornvs ,,' '..av and human suR'ering and misery and war's levelling

i.ft>rts 1 felt ti-at if 1 survived .-.nd returned 1 could never afcain view affairs

through the same coloured classes as I did in 1914-bofore the war. I feel,

'M- 'h-^» mo''^ e^' us rre (h 'niced-that our mental attitudes are quite dif-

i>rent from the .:>ental attitudes we held prior to taking whatever small part

r-Xrh one oi-Ms has in that i^reat strufrgle. Someone has said to-day. in

Inpakint-^^ et the liquor traCic, i'.nd of the lact that amendments to the O.T.A.

are mentioned in the Soeech tiom tha Throne that they would like to have

•i. nouor ui: what the Oovcrnmee.t s intentions are in that matter. I too, Sir,

honld like to know, but like many hundreds of thousands of people through-

.-it the Province, !, in company with therfl, must await tho tinio until the

roveniment in its wi.-^dom, or othervfise. decides to bring do^-n v,-hatever

,.',„.,s„rM tiiov think v.ill meet tlie will oi the people. As I have already

"I'-C'T the great issjio in the I'Jll election was the abolition oI the bar or

ot'iervv-ise. At that time v.e had in the Province, as loader of tho Conserva-

t-ve party, a man of marvellous personality and tried faitli. a man whose

vision waV clear and who htid in the greatest degree u tuud of sommon tors*


