
liad been ivducctl to a written form wheu our Mission

lu'yau."

\\ heu \vi' icuu'iiibL'r that the Bible t^otiety has uevei"

reJ'iised to piiut a uew version or trausiatiou iu response

to a re(]uest I'rom a duly acci edited soime, we hejjiin to

realize how vast is the obli;;atiou of the niissionary

church to its commissariat department, the Bible ^^ociety.

If it be Hue that as a man Ihinkcih in his heart so

is he, that lan^nia^c is a vehicle of tliOM;;lit: that the

literature of a nation 'las a mif>hiy inltuencf upon its life

and destiny; what shall we say of these noble men who,
*akiii^ their lives in their hands, buried themselves in

he fasiness of some savage trib'-, until out of a hideous
jiu/^on of almost inart ii-e.lale sp'-cih they have crejited a
liviii};- literature and formulated this ne-v creation in the

mould:, tli.'.t contain the iii;i:!iesl. nol)iest coii''e])lioiis of

truth tlKit «!od has ever breathed into the souls of men.
.\nd wliat sliou'd be our attitude towaids a Siniely

that has enabled these heroic pioneers to accomjilisli this

IMvine task and jilace in the hands of the poorest ualiv-;

in th" tribe. t!;e nnseariliable riches of Cliiist in hi-;

tiiot l.ei" tongue?
It is written in the .\cts of the A|i'Kstle> mat v«-hen

the Dav <»f reiiteiosv was fiillv come j^ifl of tonji'ues

descended so that the Eiaiitiles. .Modes. I'art Iiiars and
others picsent heard proplieiic weirds in iliejr own fiii^tie

--we can cry wi;h a deeper ui;:tilude iiiid the .ini^- of vic-

tor\ in our own voire> ••when ilie Day of I'ei:i. 'csi i ; fuily

eoiiiel" trai'.-l.itivUis in -t^lti hin;;uiip(s so r!iat s.'\mi-

lenihs of the race can read i" theii- hwm ien;^i!r i^c won-
ih'ifnl h)ve of the I'a1h(i- oi a!l: •"their titles have ,i;o],,.

out into all the earili cm! ihejr own words e.nto the end
of the world:'" ••I:e;i\'en and e.nf'i >li;!l! jmss awi.y but

liiy words ^ ,ill m ver pass away," '•unio iliin sliall the

.iratlierin^- of the people- be."

This blessed oid Hook litis oiitlivcii tlie i-oios>;i'.s of

Ivliodes and the cai,.s of Thebes; has climbed the hi^U
I'laces of Baal and the ftilse <iod hits falleu into ft-,','-

ments before tlie ark of (iod's enshrined truth; it hits

entered the portals of the ; '.Mn pantheon till aitionji' the

myrittd shrines of Eastern jtantheism is hi'tird the wtiil of

I'.osts of priests "r.i'cat I'tin is dead I'' It ha^ entered the


