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dnowing btrannToiHid hw ftAw^i mc^—^bat wliat I bv« and
hoDourl*

< Tour iuniljr will MMrooDMOt to tUa inwriMw,' pat in Mm.
Smith wirii • waarj kind of air, like one tired of Uie atroggle and
daainma to haaton trrm dia wont that ahe ni%ht lie down at hat in

nee. 'I BMda yon udoatand my reluetaaoe from the flrat; and
J novT what I aaid then, that I cannot allow Morial to be ibroed

en jvta people againat thdr will.'

Arthur tamed to her and inTdantarilj drew himadf np to Us
hei|bt If hia mother'a oppoaition had n<^ infloenoed him Mia.
Smith'c waa eren leaa likehr to atir him, aave with a certain itiadain
at hflr praMiraption in making il Wvt widi all hia natoial good
teinpar, he waa not Tory tolerant of omKMition ; and tboo^ in •
certain a«Ma democratio, jet it waa the dBmoaaojr o< n man who
held himaalf stronger <luin dvBonuteaoe^ and the one to give^ not
to take, the determining valoe of hia aBrroundinga. It waa Moriel,
Mt her people, with whom he had to deal; and the ohancea of
their pleamre or diapleasare had not been taken into hia i^^lwilation
•lalL

' I hm% made mj ohoice, ' he aaid a little atemlj; bnt hia tone
aoftaned aa he added—looking at the girl for whoae aake he had
joat oftnded and rentmnced hia mother—* Muriel ia nu»e to me
than the wk^ wotid be«de, and no^ng oan aeparato aa but her
•wnwilL*

'>jad that anrnt,' aaid Mrs. Smith i *iar yonr own nke we maat
not allow yea to «iter our frmily.'

' Aa I aaid before, I am the beat judge of that,' be returned
haoghlihr. * I want no (me to think for me or to arranae my
a&ira.' ^^ '

* Poor b(7 1' aaid Mra. Smith, her eyea filling with teava. 'We
muat protect you against youraelf.'

The joung num made an impatient geatnra. At other timea
MiB. Smith'a maternal oompeanon would btre pleated and warmed
him ; now it came with a galling smee of incongruity and inter«
ference, highly wrought aa he was •.her that hut aoene with hia
mother, and feeling aa he did that with all hia lore for Murid, he
had need alao of aome of his atreng^ to make him overcome the
aTarsiaa which aodi a man as he naturally felt for auch a man aa
Edmund Smith.

'All this ia berade the qaeation,' he aaid proudty. ' My buri-
neaa lies with Muriel only, and I will tdte my aoMrer only from
her, after her long and d^bMrate dmi «. WhuA do ^u aay.

Moid ? will you marry aae and come with me to Aaatraha, or an
I to gp th«re alone—my career in Boghmd deatroyed, my old
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