
CATHEDRAL CITIES OF FRANCE
faihioned flinti and itone hatcheti, and made the

valley of the Somme up to Amieni and St Acheul

danic ground to the antiquary an>1 an object of

pilgrimage to the student of pre-hiitoric man.

In the early dayi of the Frank kingi thii quiet

little town upon the Somme had acquired enough

importance for fortification, and its city walli were

built by Hugh Capet Later on, after Peter the

Hermit had lifted up hit voice in Europe, and

every man who called himKlf a true warrior turned

hit face eastward to Palestine, Abbeville wai

destined to play her part in the affairs of tlie

great world outside her walls, and to share in the

fortunes of that company of men whose watch-

word was " Jerusalem." In the first two Crusades,

when the crusading spirit was as yet ardent and

pure and had not degenerated into a desire for

plunder and rapine, the leaders met within the

gates of Abbeville before setting out to the Holy

Land.

One can well imagine the stir their pres-

ence made within the quiet precincts of the little

town, the excitement of the townfoik, the eager

crowding of the youth of the place around the

standards of these great chiefs, Godfrey de Bouillon,

destined to become king of Jerusalem; dark, pas-

sionate Robert of Normandy, son of the Con-
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